
 

 
V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
                             

 
 

MEETING AGENDA 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Thursday, September 11, 2014 

7:00 p.m. 
Village Board Conference Room 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Approval of Minutes from August 25, 2014 

 
III. Chair Report 
 
IV. Staff Report 
 
V. Historic Preservation Awards Nominations 

 
VI. Other Business 

VII. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If you are a person with a disability and need special accommodations to participate in and/or attend any Village public 

meeting, please notify the Management Services Department at (847) 853-7509 or TDD (847) 853-7634. 
For additional information, please call (847) 853-7511, the Village Clerk’s Office. 
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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
                     

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 2014 

7:00 P.M. 
VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 

1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091 
 
Members Present: Melanie Glass  
 Jean Olsen  
 Christine Norrick 
 William Merci  
 Michael St. Peter 
 Joseph Vitu 
     
Members Absent:  Rob FitzGerald, Homa Ghaemi 
 
Staff Present: Erika Fabisch, Planner 
  
Guests:  Christopher Enck, Klein and Hoffman   
  
        
I.       CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Norrick called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.   
        
II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FROM JULY 22, 2014 

The meeting minutes from July 22, 2014 were approved as revised. 
 

III. CHAIR’S REPORT 
Chair Norrick had no announcements in her Chair Report. 
 

IV.       STAFF REPORT 
Ms. Fabisch said the Village of Wilmette held a walking tour of the Village Center 
Business District on Thursday, August 21, 2014 hosted by the Municipal Design Review 
Network part of the Chaddick Institute at DePaul.  Ms. Fabisch spoke at the Wilmette 
Depot on the history of the structure and the restaurant reuse and handed out brochures 
she created.  Ms. Fabisch shared the brochure with the Commission.   
 

V.  DISCUSSION OF 1318 ISABELLA  
Chris Enck is a restoration and structural engineer for Klein and Hoffman and a member 
of the Winnetka Historic Preservation Commission.  Mr. Enck looked at 1318 Isabella 
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when it was originally for sale and has since been following the status of the home.   
 
Mr. Enck worked with Landmarks Illinois to see what can be done with the house and 
ultimately there are not good options for the house on the site and pursued moving the 
house to another lot.  Staff held a meeting with Mr. Enck, Joe Rodriguez, the owner, which 
went well.  Mr. Rodriguz is supportive of moving the house.   
 
Mr. Enck started the process for the move by looking for piece of land in Wilmette.  The 
width of the house including its overhangs is over 50’ so this eliminated potential 50’ wide 
lots in Wilmette.  There was one lot that seemed suitable in Highland Park since there were 
not many options in Wilmette that were affordable.  The lot in Highland Park is a good size 
and fit for the house and is vacant and on Green Bay Road.   
 
Mr. Enck gave a few technical updates.  The contract is set with a moving company out of 
northwest Indiana.  This structural moving company moved the Harold Zook home and 
studio in Hinsdale a few years ago.  There is a contract on the lot in Highland Park and 
there is an agreement in place with Mr. Rodriguez.  The fourth contract is with the general 
contractor, Bulley and Andrews—who is currently moving the Rees House near 
McCormick Place.  The general contractor will be doing the permit work to move the 
house.   
 
Mr. Enck said the deadline to move the house in the agreement with Mr. Rodriguez is the 
end of the September.  The house will not be dismantled, the house will be moved in tact 
but divided into three separate pieces.   
 
Mr. Enck said that in terms of preservation, it is a compromise to not be on the original site 
and to be moved out of the community, but the positive aspect is the house is saved.  The 
plan is to update the kitchen and bathrooms in new house and list the home on the National 
Register of Historic Places.   
 
Mr. Enck said it is a one day move with two weeks to prep the site to ready the house for 
the move.   
 
Commissioner Merci asked about the foundation on the new site.   
 
Mr. Enck said Bulley and Andrews will be coordinating the permit for the new foundation 
on the new site.  The foundation drawings will be done by the end of this week and 
submitted for permit.  The City of Highland Park is being helpful, streamlining the permit 
process for the foundation.  The total travel distance from the current site to the site on 
Green Bay Road is 10 miles.  Initially, Mr. Enck was going to spearhead the project and 
not take it on himself.  Landmarks Illinois suggested interested persons but these people 
were interested but the project was too technically complicated and took the project on 
himself and will finish the project and then sell the house.   
 
The Commission commended Mr. Enck on his work so far on this house move project. 
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VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
Ms. Fabisch gave an update on the conversation with Chair Norrick and staff that the 
nomination hearing would not have continued this coordinated effort between Mr. Enck 
and Mr. Rodriguez and staff does not want to disrupt the movement of this project. 
 
Ms. Fabisch said given the potential to have 1318 Isabella moved it did not make sense to 
pursue the local landmark nomination at this time as such discussion may cause difficulty 
with the moving of the structure.  If the moving of the structure does not take place, the 
HPC can hear this nomination but given that the demolition is only being delayed by the 
owner because of the possible move, the structure would most likely be demolished before 
any nomination discussion.  Staff would like to prepare the nomination instead as an 
architecture and historic survey to City of Highland Park as long as the house is moved 
there.   
 
Ms. Fabisch said the building plan reviews are complete for the new home but Mr. 
Rodriguez is holding off on finishing the demolition checklist because of the coordination 
with Mr. Enck.  If an agreement is not issued by a certain date, the HPC can go ahead with 
the nomination.   
 
Chair Norrick said the end goal is to save the house and Highland Park has many Van 
Bergen homes.   
 
Commissioner Merci said one of the critical functions here is that the foundation is 
prepared well in advance of the house move will be an indication that the move is real and 
if the is no action on the site that means the project is not happening and an indication that 
the HPC should prepare the nomination.  
 
Commissioner Merci recommended contacting the City of Highland Park to check on the 
status of the permit for the foundation.   
 
Commissioner St. Peter asked about the costs of this type of project and Ms. Fabisch said 
Mr. Enck is personally financing this and there are some permit fees and a bond he’ll pay 
for the Village permits. 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn by Commissioner Merci and seconded by Commissioner Vitu, and 
approved.   
 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, September 11, 2014. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Erika Fabisch, Planner I 

 



2014 NOMINATIONS 

Stewardship: 

1204 Forest 

313 Greenleaf 

Restoration: 

1614 Elmwood 

124 5th 

707 Forest 

724 Prairie 

2111 Schiller 

Sympathetic Addition: 

724 Prairie 

1614 Elmwood 

Streetscape Compatibility: 

1529 Forest 

1726 Washington 

1728 Washington 

 















124 5th Street: Sympathetic Addition 
 
Owners: 
Sarah & John Sweeney 
124 Fifth Street 
Wilmette, IL 60091 
(773) 562‐4302 
 
The Owners of this 1910‐1920 era Bungalow were adamant from the start that this be a contextually 
appropriate addition, replicating the existing roof lines and retaining the charming interior angles within 
the living spaces. This construction project is overwhelmingly sympathetic to the original structure, 
having raised the overall height of the roofline by only 1'‐2", up to 26'‐4".  The addition is a direct 
reflection of the existing homes Arts & Crafts Bungalow aesthetic, with minimal increase in size or scale. 
The existing coloring and material selections were repeated, with the introduction of lap siding and trim 
pieces at the upper portions to break up the scale of the stucco below. This project is an excellent 
example of how an Owner and architect are able to balance program with sensitivity to the context of 
the surrounding neighborhood and original property's character. 
 

Chad Boomgaarden, AIA 
Principal 
 
Boomgaarden Architects 
1315 Central Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
847.226.3230 tel 
847.256.3837 fax 
 
www.boomarch.com 

 





















08.15.14 
 
 
 
Re.: 724 Prairie Ave, Wilmette, IL 
 
Restoration: 
 
When the Smiley-Schmookler’s first saw their house, it was hard to see past the odd proportions, lack of detail 
and drab exterior, but within the existing bungalow lurked a diamond in the rough.  The restoration of the 
existing bungalow which lacked sensitivity and was poorly executed brought the original scale and details of the 
house back to life and wound up energizing the neighborhood.  
 
The restoration reimagined the house in its original Craftsman-style with a gracious and welcoming open porch 
and crisp trim details, sensitive roof transitions and details that re-proportioned the house back to its original 
scale.  The broad eaves characteristic of many bungalows grounds the house with its warmth while the 
brackets and vertical trim elevate the original house and knit it together with the taller rear of the house where a 
round window in the gable brings some whimsy and character to the house.  
 
 
Sympathetic Addition: 
 
New sympathetic additions to an existing bungalow had a two-fold objective; one was to create more living 
space for a growing young, family and the other was to better transition the existing house with previously built 
additions which lacked the proportion and scale of the original bungalow.  At the front elevation, new crickets at 
the roof brought the two parts of the existing house together and at the rear, a new porch graciously created a 
new focal point below a long sweeping roof that played to the house’s original Craftsman-style roots.  Indeed, 
the relatively small additions allowed for the interior of the house to be opened up and provided the opportunity 
to reimagine the house with the sensitivity and craftsman-like details that underlie the house and create a soft, 
loftiness that is expressed throughout the house brought back to life and ready for its next one-hundred years.  
 
 
 
Morgante·Wilson Architects, Ltd. 
 













 
 

 
2533 Marian Lane     Wilmette, IL 60091  847.920-5730   Fax 847.920-5731

 
 

 
 
August 13, 2014 
 
 

WILMETTE HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS 
NOMINATION ENTRY 

 
AWARD CATEGORY:  STREETSCAPE COMPATIBILITY 

 
1529 FOREST AVE. - WILMETTE, IL 

 
Q:  How does 1529 Forest meet the criteria for this category? 
 
A:  The 1500 block of Forest Avenue features the best elements that classic Wilmette has to 
offer: brick paved streets, lush mature trees, & vintage character.  The home at 1529 Forest 
Avenue was specifically designed to complement the neighboring architecture.  It is purposely 
narrower than the width permitted & doesn't crowd its neighbors.  Period architectural details 
include a wide welcoming wraparound porch, diamond window grilles, an arched front door, 
corbels, & abundant white trim.  All elevations of the home were carefully constructed to 
deliver a varied & detailed building envelope, creating a charming, unique home that would 
never be described as a "box."   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
2533 Marian Lane     Wilmette, IL 60091  847.920-5730   Fax 847.920-5731

 
 

1529 FOREST AVE. - WILMETTE, IL
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