
 
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

            
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT                   (847) 853-7500 
                   Fax (847) 853-7701 

                              TDD (847) 853-7634 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
of the  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Wednesday, August 3, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. 
Village Board Conference Room – First Floor of Wilmette Village Hall 

1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 

AGENDA 

 
I. Call to Order 

II. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from the meeting of April 6, 2016.  

III. Chair Report  

IV. Staff Report 

V. Local Landmarks Update 

VI. Significant Structures Report 

VII. Request for Certificate of Appropriateness 2016-HPC-01, 922 Forest, The 
Brooks House 

VIII. Request for Certificate of Appropriateness 2016-HPC-02, 823 15th Street, The 
Rau House 

IX. Old Business 

X. New Business 

XI. Upcoming Preservation Meetings 
 
XII. Public Comment 

XIII. Adjournment 

 
IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE 

 IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE  
MANAGER’S OFFICE AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD  (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
                     

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2016 

7:00 P.M. 

VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 

1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091 

Members Present: Bob Furniss 

 Melanie Glass  

 Charles Hutchinson 

 Jean Olsen   

 Joseph Vitu 

       

Members Absent: Homa Ghaemi  

 Clara Wineberg 

 Michael St. Peter 

 

Staff Present: Erika Block, Planner 

      

I.       CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Olsen called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.   

        

II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FROM MARCH 2, 2016 

Motion to approve the meeting minutes from March 2, 2016 as submitted with no revisions 

or corrections by Commissioner Furniss and seconded by Commissioner Hutchinson.  

 

III. CHAIR’S REPORT 

Chair Olsen shared a list of significant homes that was previously discussed by the HPC. 

Chair Olsen suggested the HPC should review the letter that was drafted a year ago and 

update it to make it relevant for these homes on the list of significant structures. Chair 

Olsen encouraged the Commissioners to mail this information prior to the Historical 

Museum’s house walk in May. This meeting is the last one that Chair Olsen will attend.   

 

IV.       STAFF REPORT 

Mrs. Block gave an update the meeting of the Suburban Preservation Alliance of Historic 

Preservation Commissions that she attended on Saturday, March 19 in Park Ridge. The 

meeting focused on Landmarks Illinois’ five-year strategic plan as it relates to efforts in 

suburban communities. Mrs. Block shared with the HPC her notes from the meeting. 

 

V.  LOCAL LANDMARK UPDATE  

Mrs. Block gave an update on the proposed interior remodel and addition to the local 
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landmark at 1040 Chestnut, the Schager House. The architect is drafting the plans and will 

follow-up when ready to submit to the HPC for review.  Mrs. Block shared an update from 

the homeowner of 511 Maple, the James H. Furman House. The homeowner met with two 

realtors to hear about how to market her historic home if intentions are to sell. One realtor 

recommended an architect and landscape architect who have both come to the house to 

make recommendations. The homeowner is still considering all her options at this time and 

will give more updates as she moves forward with her decision. The homeowners of the 

local landmark at 922 Forest, the Brooks House, are working with an architect to find a 

solution to the flooding of their screened front porch. The architect contacted Mrs. Block 

and an application to alter the local landmark will be submitted after the scope of the project 

is defined. Historic Consultant Susan Benjamin contact Mrs. Block to say she might have 

a new local landmark nomination to submit for review and will follow up in a few weeks. 

 

VI. SIGNIFICANT STRUCTURES REPORT 

Mrs. Block shared with the Commission an update on 922 Illinois Road. Mrs. Block shared 

that two homes are for sale that are rated significant by the Historic and Architectural 

Survey: 811 15th Street and 1635 Lake Street. The home and coach house at 711 Lake 

Avenue were featured on the Historical Museum House Walk in 2015 and now there is an 

application for demolition in for review to tear down both structures on the property for 

one, new single-family home. The historic and architecturally significant homes at 744 

Sheridan Road and 819 Michigan Avenue are seeking floor area variation requests from 

the Zoning Board of Appeals. Mrs. Block asked if any input of support would like to be 

submitted for both homes. The Commissioners felt that if the homes were in a historic 

district or listed as an individual landmark, there would be a statement made to support the 

requests but at this time, since neither homeowner has contact the HPC with their intentions 

to pursue local landmark designation, the HPC will not provide a comment on their 

variation requests.  The Commissioners agreed that both homes would be eligible for 

landmark designation. 

 

VII. COMMISSIONER TRAINING SESSIONS 

Mrs. Block gave a PowerPoint presentation on Wilmette’s individual local landmark 

structures.   

 

VIII. UPCOMING PRESERVATION MEETINGS 

Mrs. Block gave an update on upcoming historic preservation meetings. 

 

IX. OTHER BUSINESS 

Mrs. Block said she will email the HPC once a date for the HPC Awards is confirmed.   

 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn at  8:43 p.m. by Chair Olsen and seconded by Commissioner Ghaemi 

and approved unanimously.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Erika Block, Planner I 



REPORT TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION FROM THE 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
  

 

 

Case Number:   2016-HPC-01 

 

 

 

Property:    922 Forest Avenue 

 

 

 

Historic Name:   The Brooks House  

 

 

  

Applicants:    Michael Venechuk, Architect 

     Jo Cohn Sawyer and Charles Sawyer 

 

 

Request:    The granting of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 

removal and replacement of a one-story enclosed 

sunroom porch on the local landmark structure. 

 

 

Hearing Date:    August 3, 2016 

      

 

 

Date of Application:   June 3, 2016 

 

 

 

Notices mailed to:   Village President and Trustees of the Village Board 

     Village Manager 

     Members of the Historic Preservation Commission 

     Wilmette Historical Society 

     Petitioner      

     All Adjacent Property Owners 

 

 

    

Report Prepared By:   Erika Block, Planner I  
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STAFF INFORMATION AS PRESENTED TO THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

COMMISSION 

 

History of Designation   

At a public hearing in 2003, the Village Board of Trustees approved the recommendation of 

the Wilmette Historic Preservation Commission that the Brooks House at 922 Forest Avenue 

be designated a local landmark.  The Brooks House was nominated as a local landmark under 

Criteria 9 as a building, structure, or place that, because of location, has become of historic or 

cultural value to a neighborhood or community.   

 

Historical Background 

The Brooks House has been part of this community for longer than the Village of Wilmette 

has been incorporated.  The Brooks House was built in 1871 for Thomas and Florence 

Brooks and their daughter Harriet Brooks lived in the house into the 1920s.  The home had 

several owners including former Village President Warren Burmeister. 

 

The Brooks House was mentioned in the oral history of early Wilmette by Julia Kirk who 

moved to the Village in 1877 which, at that time, was one of a handful of houses on the dirt 

road that is now known as Forest Avenue.  The Brooks House was also included in Ira J. 

Bach’s book “A Guide to Chicago’s Historic Suburbs”.   Additionally, the house was awarded 

a “100 Year Old House” plaque from the Wilmette Historic Commission in 1973 and is listed 

as “significant” in the Historical and Architectural Survey of the East Wilmette. 

 

Architectural Background 

The Brooks House was built in the Queen Anne Victorian style of architecture common for 

the 1870s evident based on its characteristics in shape with very simplified decorative 

detailing.  The hipped roof has lower, side-facing cross gabled dormers and one-over-one 

double hung windows with a bay window on the front façade.  There is not a full-width front 

porch and it appears that one never existed based on the building permit records and historic 

photos of the home over the years. 

 

The architect and builder of the house are both unknown however, the architect for remodeling 

that Brooks commissioned circa 1903 was designed by architect Howard Bowen whom 

designed four structures in the Northeast Evanston Historic District, Evanston, Illinois.  

 

The building has had many alterations in its 145 years.   

 

Decorative, Queen Anne stylistic details of the Brooks House include a cornice with dentils 

and paired brackets on the front façade and single brackets on the sides.  The east elevation of 

the house features a bay window with a grouping of three arched windows with a decorative 

surround with and it also has a cornice with brackets and dentils that matches that of the main 

house.   In 1903, a remodel of the home included adding windows in the third story gable.  

These windows are Palladianesque but with a pointed center window that somewhat 

resembles the flared pediments on the side windows.  At that time, the one-story enclosed 

sunroom porch and a covered front entry porch were added to the home.  Building plans for 
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these additions and for the change of the windows on the front façade of the house also show 

the addition of plumbing and heating elements to the building.  There are no fireplaces in the 

original house and all of the plumbing pipes are inside the rooms – not inside the plaster walls. 

 

The double hung windows in the front façade date seem to be installed during the remodel of 

the home in 1903.  In 1969, the entire house was reclad with aluminum siding and aluminum 

storm windows were added.  The original windows on the side one-story sunroom porch have 

also been replaced, perhaps in 1969 when the house was clad in aluminum siding.  The house 

had a rear addition constructed in 1993 that is not visible from the street.   

 

Description of Proposed Alterations 

The scope of the project is to remove the existing one-story enclosed sunroom porch and 

construct a replacement one-story enclosed sunroom porch. Over the years, there have been 

several permits pulled for work on the interior and exterior of the home including additions, 

siding, window replacement, chimney addition, aluminum siding and general interior 

remodeling.  

 

According to the architect, the scope of the project is to remove replace the one-story 

enclosed sunroom porch.  This room was originally a screened porch and in 1956 it was 

enclosed, a fireplace was added and it appears that remedial work was done to the 

foundation system.  The porch’s sill plates have rotted and the structure has sunk in several 

places.  As a result of this, the walls are pulling apart in several places and water is getting 

inside the porch.   

 

The proposed plan is to demolish the existing porch, pour a new foundation and construct 

a new porch, up to building code standards, that is slightly larger with dimensions 

approximately 16’-8’ x 18’-2” which is approximately 3’-10” wider than the existing 

porch.  The porch will have a new, smooth finish, cement fiber siding to match the existing 

aluminum siding on the house.  There are no plans at this time to remove the aluminum 

siding from the house.  The replacement of the deteriorating porch is the first priority for 

the homeowners.  The construction of the one-story enclosed sunroom porch is the only 

proposed work on the home.     

 

 

The Brooks House was constructed prior to any zoning regulations in Wilmette, therefore, 

the home is non-conforming to the current zoning setback requirements for both front yard 

and side yard setbacks.  The homeowners and architect are requested to rebuild the porch 

slightly larger in the same location because if the porch were to be built in a conforming 

location to meet the required zoning regulations it would need to be pushed back (north) 

6.0’ which would require a significantly large bay window in the dining room behind the 

existing porch to be removed.  The homeowners and architect feel that modifying the 

existing one-story enclosed sunroom porch is the one room which could most easily be 

expanded without changing the character of the historic, land mark home thus reducing the 

chance of it being torn down and making the home viable for future homeowners needs.   
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Staff believes the scope of the project does not affect the historic relationship between 

buildings, landscape features and open space.  Staff believes the building’s historic 

character will be maintained and the project meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines 

on for Rehabilitation standards by designing and constructing the one-story enclosed porch 

with appropriate materials and in a manner compatible with the historic character of the 

residence.   

The removal and replacement of the one-story enclosed sunroom porch also necessitates 

zoning relief.  On September 7, 2016, the Zoning Board of Appeals will have a public hearing 

for a variation request for front yard and side yard setback relief for construction of the one-

story enclosed sunroom porch.   

 

Action Required by the Commission 

The Historic Preservation Commission can make a recommendation to the Village Board to 

grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for removal and replacement of a one-story enclosed 

sunroom porch to the local landmark provided they find the proposed scope of work meets 

the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and the standards set forth in the 

Wilmette Historic Preservation Ordinance.  The Secretary of Interior’s guidelines provide 

property owners the freedom to return a property to a state of utility, through repair or 

alteration, which makes possible an efficient contemporary use while preserving those 

portions and features of the property which are significant to its historic, architectural and 

cultural values.   

 

INDEX TO DOCUMENTS 

  

 Doc. No. Documents 

Location Maps and Plans 
  

1.0  Zoning Map 

1.1  GIS Map 

1.2  Sanborn Fire Map 

1.3  Sidwell Tax Map 

1.4  Plat of Survey 

1.5  Site Plan 

1.6  Existing First Floor Plan 

1.7  Proposed with Demo First Floor Plan 

1.8  Existing Front (South and East) Elevations 

1.9  Proposed Front (South and East) Elevations 

 

Written Correspondence and Documentation 
   

2.0  Application for Alteration to a Local Landmark 



Case 2016-HPC-01 

 922 Forest Avenue 

 

 

5 

 

2.1 Historical and Architectural Survey for 922 Forest Avenue  

2.2                 Notice of Public Hearing as published in the Wilmette Beacon, July 

14, 2016 

2.3  Posting Notice Affidavit dated July 19, 2016 

2.4  The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation  

2.5 Rules Pertaining to Review of Applications to Alter or Demolish 

Landmarks 

2.6 Historic Preservation Commission Ordinance 2003-O-123 

 

Photography 

 

 3.0  Photos of 922 Forest Avenue  

 3.1  Historic Photos of 922 Forest Avenue 











































































REPORT TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION FROM THE 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
  

 

 

Case Number:   2016-HPC-02 

 

 

 

Property:    823 15TH Street 

 

 

 

Historic Name:   The Rau House  

 

 

  

Applicant:    James Frydman 

 

 

 

Request:    The granting of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 

selective window replacement on the local landmark 

structure. 

 

 

Hearing Date:    August 3, 2016 

      

 

 

Date of Application:   July 3, 2016 

 

 

 

Notices mailed to:   Village President and Trustees of the Village Board 

     Village Manager 

     Members of the Historic Preservation Commission 

     Wilmette Historical Society 

     Petitioner      

     All Adjacent Property Owners 

 

 

    

Report Prepared By:   Erika Block, Planner I  
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STAFF INFORMATION AS PRESENTED TO THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

COMMISSION 

 

History of Designation   

At a public hearing on January 25, 2005, the Village Board of Trustees approved the 

recommendation of the Wilmette Historic Preservation Commission that the Rau House at 

823 15th Street be designated as a local landmark.  The Rau House was nominated as a local 

landmark under Criteria 9, a building, structure, or place that, because of location, has 

become of historic or cultural value to a neighborhood or community. 

 

Historical Background 

The Rau House was built sometime in the late 1890s to early 1900s.  This parcel began as 

part of the Rau family homestead.  In 1881, Henry Rau bought seven acres from Joseph 

Schwall and moved his family from Sistig, Germany to Gross Point.  The only structure on 

the property at that time was a log cabin that he incorporated into a larger house that is now 

known as 833 15th Street (now demolished).  As the Rau children grew up and were 

married, the homestead was subdivided, sold or had houses built on it for their families.  

The local landmark home at 823 15th Street is situated between the original Rau farmstead 

at 833 15th Street and another family member, Herman Rau, lived at 811 15th Street.  

Whether this house was built by or for the Rau family is unclear.   

 

Architectural Background 
The Rau House was built in the Victorian style of architectural specifically in the style of 

Richardsonian Romanesque Town House, which was frequently used for detached urban 

houses.  Richardsonian Romanesque houses are always of masonry with some rough-faced, 

squared (ashlar) stonework.  They frequently has two or more colors or textures of stone 

of brick combined to created decorative wall patterns.  The Rau House is a simple, front-

gabled detached style town house with a Romanesque arch.  These wide, rounded 

Romanesque arches are key identifying features of the style and typically the arched entry 

is incorporated directly into the wall surface, just like the Rau House.  The windows on all 

sides of the house are recessed into the masonry wall and only have a single pane per sash.  

 

The Rau House design is very notable in its close resemblance to the Captain’s Quarters at 

Fort Sheridan, Illinois that were designed by the architectural firm of Holabird and Roche 

in the late 1880s.  The homes at Fort Sheridan are predominately Richardsonian 

Romanesque in style characterized by monumental masonry construction, round-headed 

arched openings, and all of the masonry buildings were constructed of cream-colored brick. 

 

Though there is no evidence that the Rau House was designed by Holabird and Roche, the 

similarities in its design and approximate date of construction lends itself to an ape of the 

Holabird and Roche design.  It clearly lacks the monumental scale of the Captains’ Quarters 

at Fort Sheridan, but the Romanesque arched porch opening, decorative window panes, 

brick color and pattern all point to the incorporation of their design in this residence. 
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In 1992, the homeowners constructed an addition and new garage to the rear of the home 

that is not visible from the street.  

 

Description of Proposed Alterations 

This proposal includes replacement of a selection of windows on the north, south, east and 

west facades to improve thermal efficiency and reduce lead based paint hazards.  The 

homeowner has identified the selection of windows that require replacement with new 

windows and will retain and preserve the windows with decorative features that are important 

in defining the overall historic character of the building. 

 

It is difficult to assess how the existing windows relate to the overall historic character of the 

building because they could be original or perhaps installed within the past 50 years.  There 

are no permit documents indicating window replacement on this house before or after its local 

landmark designation.  The single pane, one-over-one, single sash windows are characteristic 

in their design to Victorian style architecture therefore the importance is that are individually 

simple in design and material on each façade of the house. 

 

Staff believes the scope of the project does not affect the historic relationship between 

buildings, landscape features and open space.  Staff believes the building’s historic 

character will be maintained and the project meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines 

on for Rehabilitation Standards by selective window replacement with appropriate 

materials and in a manner compatible with the historic character of the residence.   

Action Required by the Commission 

The Historic Preservation Commission can make a recommendation to the Village Board to 

grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for selective window replacement on the local landmark 

provided they find the proposed scope of work meets the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation and the standards set forth in the Wilmette Historic Preservation Ordinance.  

The Secretary of Interior’s guidelines provide property owners the freedom to return a 

property to a state of utility, through repair or alteration, which makes possible an efficient 

contemporary use while preserving those portions and features of the property which are 

significant to its historic, architectural and cultural values.   

 

INDEX TO DOCUMENTS 

 Doc. No. Documents 

 

Location Maps and Plans 
 

1.0  Zoning Map 

1.1  GIS Map 

1.2  Sanborn Fire Map 

1.3  Sidwell Tax Map 

1.4  Plat of Survey 

1.5  Proposed Window Replacement Plan 
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1.6  Schedule and Quote for Window Replacement from Contractor 

 

Written Correspondence and Documentation 
   

2.0  Application for Alteration to a Local Landmark 

2.1 Historical and Architectural Survey for 823 15th Street  

2.2                 823 15th Street Ordinance 2005-O-3 for Landmark Designation 

2.3 Notice of Public Hearing as published in the Wilmette Beacon on July 

14, 2016 

2.4  Posting Notice Affidavit dated July 19, 2016 

2.5  The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation  

2.6 Rules Pertaining to Review of Applications to Alter or Demolish 

Landmarks 

2.7  Historic Preservation Commission Ordinance 2005-O-123   

 

Photography 

 

 3.0  Photos of 823 15th Street  

 3.1  Historic Photo of Fort Sheridan Captain’s Quarters 
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