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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, FRIDAY,  

DECEMBER 13, 2019 AT 11:00 A.M. IN THE COMMITTEE MEETING ROOM, 
SECOND FLOOR, WILMETTE VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, 

WILMETTE, IL 60091 

 
Members Present: Trustee Senta Plunkett, Chair 

Trustee Gina Kennedy  
   Trustee Joel Kurzman 
  
Staff Present: Jeffrey Stein, Corporation Counsel 
 
 
Guests Present: Chris Canning 
   Carlos Montiel 
   Mario Montiel 
   Glenn Keefer 
   Ryan O’Donnell 
    
I. Call to Order. 

 
Trustee Plunkett called the meeting to order at 11:09 a.m. Committee 
members Plunkett, Kurzman and Corporation Counsel Jeff Stein were 
present.  Trustee Kennedy joined the meeting at 11:19 a.m. 

II. Approval of Minutes: Judiciary Committee Meeting of October 18, 
2019. 

Trustee Plunkett directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of 

the Judiciary Committee meeting of October 18, 2019.   

Trustee Kurzman moved that the Committee approve the minutes, 

seconded by Trustee Plunkett. 

No further discussion occurred on the motion.  Upon a call of the roll the 

following voted: 

Ayes Trustees Plunkett and Kurzman. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 
 

III. Application of 1146 Operations, LLC, dba Sophia Steak for a Class M-
1 Liquor License. 
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Mr. Christopher Canning, attorney for 1146 Operations, LLC, dba Sophia 
Steak spoke on behalf of his clients Glenn Keefer and Ryan O’Donnell, who 
were also in attendance.  He said the owners have received a conditional 
approval from Appearance Review Commission and will go before them 
again in January.  They have submitted their building permits and will make 
changes the sanitarian has requested.  They are working toward a March 
open date.  He shared a preliminary menu which included a drink menu.  
He said the types of beer and wine will fluctuate due to availability and 
customer taste and that Class M-1 was the same class the former operator 
held at that address.    
 
Mr. O’Donnell spoke to his experience in the restaurant industry.  He said 
he has a hospitality company which owns four restaurants.  He said that he 
has a clean record with no violations in his past.  He said they are excited 
to come to Wilmette.  His family is from the area and he has many friends 
and family here.  He said he feels that they can complement the existing 
downtown restaurants.  He has worked with Mr. Keefer for three years.  He 
said he is a mentor and close friend and that they are excited to work 
together on this venture to bring great hospitality and excellent food to the 
Village of Wilmette. 
 
Mr. Keefer said he has worked in the industry since he was 14 years old, 
noting he worked for The Palm, Ruth Chris Steak House and then his own 
restaurant, Keefer’s Restaurant, which was sold in 2014.  He said that he 
has been selling insurance in the interim but is looking to come back to the 
restaurant business.  He said he serves on the Illinois Restaurant 
Association Board and sits on the Government Relations Committee.  He is 
a Northfield resident who has watched Wilmette evolve and is excited to be 
here.  He said he is looking to have an establishment with old school 
hospitality where everyone knows your name, feels familiar and makes you 
feel welcome.   
 
Mr. O’Donnell said they plan to have the restaurant open seven days a 
week, opening around 4:30 or 5 p.m. until 9 p.m. on Sunday and Monday, 
10 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and then possibly until 11 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday and a possible brunch on Saturday and Sunday.  They are 
still working on finalizing the hours.  He also stated all employees are Basset 
certified. 
 
Mr. Canning spoke about the changes to the façade of the location.  He said 
the changes will allow for more natural lighting.  He said the parking will be 
valet with self-parking in the area lots.   
 
Trustee Plunkett said that she is excited about Sophia Steak.  Corporation 
Counsel Jeff Stein explained Class M-1 is the largest liquor license and 
Sophia Steak is within the proper zoning district and meets all the 
requirements for this class.  He said the background checks didn’t uncover 
anything that would preclude either of them from obtaining a liquor license 
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and their experience is such that they are more than qualified to open this 
restaurant and hold the liquor license.  He went on to say the applicants 
meet the Law Department criteria for granting a Class M-1 liquor license 
and that a vote would need to be taken on whether to recommend 
increasing the Class M-1 liquor licenses.  If the recommendation is made, 
the Ordinance would be on the January 14, 2020 Village Board agenda for 
adoption.   
 
Trustee Plunkett asked if this license included serving alcohol outside.  Mr. 
Stein said that there would need to be a subsequent licensing for outdoor 
dining and serving of alcohol, which would be done administratively. 
 
Trustee Kennedy asked if there are limits on the number of licenses in each 
class.  Mr. Stein clarified that there is a limit; however, each time a liquor 
licensee opens or closes, the increase or decrease is done via Ordinance.  
There are no open liquor licenses.   
 
Mr. Canning said that liquor licenses cannot be transferred from owner to 
owner. 
 
No further discussion occurred.  Trustee Plunkett made a motion to 
recommend increasing the Class M-1 liquor licenses, seconded by Trustee 
Kurzman: 

Ayes Trustees Plunkett, Kennedy and Kurzman. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 

 
IV. Application of Carlos & Carlos, Inc., dba Carlos & Carlos Ristorante 

for a Class M-1 Liquor License. 

Carlos Montiel and his brother Mario spoke of their restaurant experience.  
Carlos said they have been in the restaurant business since 1985 serving 
northern Italian and French style cuisine.  He said they also have presence 
abroad in Costa Rica and Guatemala.  They hold a current liquor license in 
their other location in Arlington Heights and are up to date on all their 
training.   
 
He said the menu is northern Italian with a French flare and everything is 
made from scratch.  He said they are looking to open sometime in March.   
 
Trustee Plunkett asked how the size of the Wilmette location compares to 
the Arlington Heights location.  Mr. Montiel said the building in Arlington 
Heights is larger by approximately 500 square feet.  He said they can seat 
no more than 85 patrons at the Wilmette location.  He also said they have 
requested to have a few outdoor tables.   
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Trustee Plunkett asked about operating hours.  Mr. Montiel said they are 
trying to determine lunch hours but he thinks they will have lunch five days 
a week and dinner seven days a week.  Trustee Plunkett asked about 
parking.  Mr. Montiel said there is parking everywhere.  He said there is 
parking in the back, in the building and in the front.  He said he doesn’t 
foresee a parking problem.  He said they are working on possible valet 
parking service.   
 
Trustee Plunkett asked if the license class they are seeking in Wilmette is 
comparable to the Arlington Heights license.  Mr. Montiel replied this license 
would be much better than in Arlington Heights because there is no license 
similar there.  He said there is no packaged liquor sales allowed in his 
Arlington Heights license.   
 
Mr. Stein said the background checks were clear with no issues precluding 
them from obtaining a Wilmette liquor license.  He said their experience is 
adequate and all other criteria have been met. 
 
Trustee Plunkett said she is excited for the opening and Mr. Montiel said 
there will be a soft opening in the future.   
 
No further discussion occurred on the motion.  Upon a call of the roll the 
following voted on the increase to Class M-1 liquor licenses: 

 
Ayes Trustees Plunkett, Kennedy and Kurzman. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 

   
V.      New Business. 

Corporation Counsel Jeff Stein said that every liquor license operator has 
had 100 percent compliance with the posting of “no gun” signs at their 
establishments.  He also said that all new liquor licensees will be given the 
signs when they receive their license.   

Mr. Stein went on to discuss growlers, which are 64 ounce containers for 
beer.  He said Wilmette currently allows for this and Backyard BBQ and 
Depot Nuevo are licensed to serve this.  Mr. Stein said that new state law 
allows for “crowlers,” which are 32 ounce containers; however, the Wilmette 
code does not allow for this.  This would require an amendment.  He said 
that the Law Department does not have an opinion and he will bring this 
forward in the future. 

Trustee Kennedy asked about canning and bottling.  Mr. Stein said that a 
brewpub allows to sell on premises and that a canning operation is different.  
The two current sites in Wilmette are too small for the canning.   
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Trustee Kennedy asked if Wilmette had licensing that would be applicable 
to a canning operation such as a brewery.  Mr. Stein said Wilmette only has 
licensing that would apply to the on-site sales and zoning issues.  He said 
state and federal regulators control distribution.   

Trustee Kurzman asked what the difference is between a business like 
Nick’s and Backyard BBQ.  Mr. Stein said that Backyard BBQ has the 
brewpub license, which means they can produce beer and sell it on site; 
however, they are not currently operating as a brewpub.  Trustee Kurzman 
asked for a functional difference between a restaurant like Backyard BBQ 
and another restaurant who has extra room in the back of their place of 
business.  Mr. Stein said if they had the square footage, a license could be 
granted if all the other requirements are met.  He also said that there are 
additional licenses required for a brewpub and there is a lot of work involved 
in achieving the license.   

Mr. Stein then discussed updates to the Village Liquor Code.  He discussed 
the categories of the liquor code and said it’s possible changes may need 
to be made with regard to restaurant/establishment size and square 
footage.  He said that in 2020, changes in this area could possibly be 
proposed. 

Trustee Kennedy asked if there are any special permits for valet parking.  
Mr. Stein said yes, there is a permit required to have valet parking at an 
establishment.  Trustee Kennedy asked if double parking was something 
that was enforced.   Mr. Stein said the police department knows about this 
and will enforce violations and both the driver and valet company would be 
cited.  There is also the option to have a permit revoked if there are multiple 
violations.  Trustee Kennedy said that Green Bay Road is very busy and 
can be backed up due to normal traffic so that would be something that 
would need to be reviewed.     

VI. Public Comment. 
 
There was no public comment. 

VII. Adjournment 

Trustee Kurzman moved, seconded by Trustee Kennedy, to adjourn.  
Upon a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

Trustee Plunkett declared the meeting adjourned at 11:54 a.m. 

    Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Jeffrey Stein,  
Corporation Counsel 


