
6/23/15                                                                                                                                                                      Approved 7/14/15  

 1 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, TUESDAY,  

JUNE 23, 2015 AT 6:45 P.M. IN THE TRAINING ROOM, SECOND FLOOR,  
WILMETTE VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

 
Members Present: Trustee Senta Plunkett, Chair 

Trustee Carol Ducommun,  
Trustee Cameron Krueger 

 
Members Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: Michael Zimmermann, Corporation Counsel 
   Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
 
Guests Present: Harlan Powell, Attorney for Starbucks 
   Jennifer Austin, Starbucks Field District Manager 
 
I. Call to Order. 

Trustee Plunkett called the meeting to order at 6:47 p.m. Committee 
members Ducommun and Krueger were present. 

II. Approval of Minutes: Judiciary Committee Meeting of April 14, 2015. 

Trustee Plunkett directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of 

the Judiciary Committee meeting of April 14, 2015.  Trustee Ducommun 

moved that the Committee approve the minutes, seconded by Trustee 

Krueger.   

No further discussion occurred on the motion.  Upon a call of the roll the 

following voted: 

Ayes Trustees Plunkett, Ducommun and Krueger. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 

 

III. Application of Coffee House Holdings, Inc. d/b/a Starbucks (1515 
 Sheridan Road) to allow a wine and beer license. 

Trustee Plunkett asked the applicant to review their request. 

Mr. Powell said they are hoping to accomplish increasing business at the 
store by having small plates of appetizers with craft beers and wines.  Since 
the launch of this program at specific stores, it has gone very well. 
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Trustee Plunkett asked if the hours would change at the Starbucks location 
on Sheridan Road. 

Mr. Powell said the hours will not change. 

Ms. Austin said Starbucks closes at 9 P.M. and they do not have plans to 
change the hours at this time but if there is a demand for a later time, they 
have changed a few of the stores hours to stay open until 10 P.M.. 

Mr. Powell said there is no intention to turn the store into a tavern by asking 
for later hours.  The 9 or 10 P.M. closing will depend on the demand of 
customers, which is a function of business. 

Trustee Ducommun asked when they would start serving alcohol and dinner 
food items. 

Mr. Powell said typically they have started serving alcohol and dinner food 
items at 2 P.M. but he noted that the City of Evanston asked that they start 
serving at 4 P.M. so they would be flexible with the hours. 

Trustee Plunkett noted that the Village of Winnetka asked that they start 
serving at 5 P.M. 

Mr. Powell said the purpose of the program is to have good, consistent 
customer volume in the later hours of the day. He said most stores do not 
sell a large volume of beer and wine but it encourages local residents to 
come back later. 

Trustee Plunkett asked if the employees would receive extra training 
regarding serving beer and wine. 

Mr. Powell said there is a substantial training program through Starbucks 
regarding serving alcohol and most employees are over 21.  He said 
employees would also have to complete the BASSETT training program 
that is required by the Illinois Liquor Control Commission. 

Mr. Braiman asked if they would allow customers to take the beer and wine 
to the outside tables. 

Mr. Powell said they would like to explore that opportunity if the Village 
would allow it. 

Trustee Ducommun asked how they would control the beer and wine 
outside at the tables. 

Mr. Powell said typically the outside area of tables would be enclosed. 



6/23/15                                                                                                                                                                      Approved 7/14/15  

 3 

Trustee Ducommun said the tables outside of Starbucks at 1515 Sheridan 
Road are in an open area. 

Ms. Austin said the tables are on a larger sidewalk area at 1515 Sheridan 
Road. 

Trustee Krueger noted that the restaurant at Plaza del Lago has a chain 
barrier around their tables as they serve liquor but also said the two wine 
stores in Wilmette have outside tables without barriers around the tables. 

Ms. Austin said the space at Sheridan Road has a large enough area that 
they could provide an enclosure to provide separation of customers sitting 
and walking. They would only serve beer and wine inside the store, there 
would not be an outside serving bar. 

Mr. Powell said they do not want to change their image of being a coffee 
shop so they do not advertise the sale of beer and wine in their other stores. 

Trustee Krueger said he read an article in the paper that the Starbucks in 
Winnetka received a liquor license and they might be interested in changing 
the hours and having entertainment. 

Ms. Austin said they are not interested in changing the hours of the 
Starbucks at 1515 Sheridan Road as currently there is no demand by 
customers for later hours.  If there is a demand for later hours by customers 
in the future, Starbucks would address changing the hours.   

Ms. Austin said the Evanston Starbucks occasionally has entertainment and 
they have only talked about live entertainment at other stores.   

Mr. Zimmermann said there is not currently a liquor license classification 
that fits Starbucks so the Committee can address hours of sale and 
entertainment in an ordinance for classification. 

Trustee Ducommun asked what Starbucks experience has been with the 
Evanston store regarding serving beer and wine. 

Ms. Austin said every position in Starbucks has a very specific, clear role. 
She said with the evening positions there is a routine that every position 
follows. They keep a log of how many items they have sold and can monitor 
that closely.  They have not had any issues of over serving. 

Ms. Austin said the Evanston store is open until midnight and the Winnetka 
store is able to stay open until 11 P.M. but they currently close at 9 P.M. 

Trustee Krueger said he does not mind leaving the closing time at 9 P.M. at 
this time.  His concern about the location of the Sheridan Road Starbucks 
is the proximity to the older residents across Sheridan Road. 
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Trustee Ducommun said she agrees that starting slowly with beer and wine 
service closing at 9 P.M. is a good idea, as there is high foot traffic in the 
area. She would like to have Starbucks talk to their landlord and come back 
to the Committee with some proposals, specifically for the outdoor seating 
area. 

Mr. Zimmermann said the consensus for now is that the Committee would 
like to see a specific regulatory plan for the use. 

Trustee Ducommun and Trustee Plunkett said they have concerns 
regarding serving beer and wine starting at 2 P.M. 

Mr. Zimmermann said most of the liquor licenses in Wilmette are permitted 
to start serving at 11 A.M. as it is easier for the Police Department to enforce 
with consistency. 

Trustee Krueger said he would like to see a draft ordinance for the next 
meeting and would like to see what Starbucks believes would work in the 
outdoor seating area. 

Mr. Zimmermann said he would recommend using the Class N liquor 
classification and draft an ordinance for the Committee to review. He asked 
if the Committee was comfortable with the hours of 11 A.M. to midnight to 
be consistent with other Wilmette liquor license hours. The committee 
indicated it was comfortable keeping hours of sale consistent with other 
licenses in Wilmette. 

The committee, by consensus, directed the staff and the applicant to 
collaborate on a draft ordinance for review at the next judiciary committee 
meeting.   

IV. Public Comment 

None. 

V. Adjournment 

Trustee Ducommun moved, seconded by Trustee Krueger to adjourn.  
Upon a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

Trustee Plunkett declared the meeting adjourned at 7:32 P.M. 

    Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

Michael F. Zimmermann,  
Corporation Counsel 


