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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, TUESDAY,  

FEBRUARY 23, 2016 AT 6:45 P.M. IN THE TRAINING ROOM, SECOND FLOOR,  
WILMETTE VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

 
Members Present: Trustee Senta Plunkett, Chair 

Trustee Carol Ducommun,  
   Trustee Cameron Krueger 
 
Members Absent: None. 
 
Staff Present: Michael Zimmermann, Corporation Counsel 
    
Guests Present: Cristie Volpert, Walgreens Store Manager 
   Donovan Pepper, Walgreens Director of Governmental 
   Relations 
   
I. Call to Order. 

Trustee Plunkett called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. Committee 
members Ducommun and Krueger were present. 

II. Approval of Minutes: Judiciary Committee Meeting of January 12, 
2016. 

Trustee Plunkett directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of 

the Judiciary Committee meeting of January 12, 2016.  Trustee Krueger 

moved that the Committee approve the minutes, seconded by Trustee 

Ducommun.   

No further discussion occurred on the motion.  Upon a call of the roll the 

following voted: 

Ayes Trustees Plunkett, Krueger and Ducommun. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 

 

III. Application of Walgreens (811 Green Bay Road) for a Class I Liquor 
License. 
 
Trustee Plunkett noted that Walgreens had submitted an updated site plan 
to their liquor application. 
 
Donovan Pepper, National Director of Governmental Relations, said he has 
been with Walgreens for 10 years and the past 9 years he has been  
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engaged in the licensing process for selling alcohol in Walgreens stores 
across the nation.  He said many Walgreens stores have always sold 
alcohol but about 20 years ago Walgreens decided to stop selling liquor at 
some stores due to more challenges in selling alcohol products. He said 
many customers asked that they start selling liquor again in the Walgreens 
stores so they decided to phase back into selling moderate amounts of 
alcohol. He said they are a pharmacy health care store first but recognize 
that their customers want convenience shopping.  A few years ago, 
Walgreens made a significant remodel investment to the 811 Green Bay 
Road store to make it more competitive with other retailers.  He said they 
take seriously the concerns of selling alcohol to minors, there are security 
measures in place, there is training for employees to ensure that the product 
is being merchandised and sold responsibly.   
 
Trustee Plunkett asked Mr. Pepper to address the customers that do not 
want Walgreens to sell alcohol in the 800 Green Bay store.  
 
Mr. Pepper said they try to operate each Walgreens as a community store. 
In order for a store to be part of the neighborhood, they must be competitive 
and offer consumers one stop shopping.  He said alcohol is just one of the 
many regulated products that they sell in the store.  They have many stores 
that are near schools and they manage the stores so alcohol issues are not 
a problem. 
 
Trustee Ducommun asked if there were issues at the Walgreens store in 
the Edens Plaza. 
 
Mr. Zimmermann said prosecutors cannot recall a Walgreens violation 
coming to court and there have not been any liquor violations before the 
Liquor Control Commissioner. 
 
Trustee Krueger thanked Walgreens for being a good neighbor, for the 
investment in the store and the thoughtful approach to the liquor application.  
He said the updated site plan shows three areas for alcohol to be sold and 
one of the sites is behind the counter.  He asked what would be sold behind 
the counter. 
 
Ms. Volpert said hard alcohol would be sold behind the counter. 
 
Trustee Krueger asked how the size of the placement would be regulated 
for other areas of liquor. 
 
Mr. Zimmermann said the Village Code does not regulate the precise 
placement, the applicant has to demonstrate that they are not exceeding 
10% of the floor area.  If the applicant changes the circumstances of the 
amount of sale area in the store, that could be dealt with at the annual 
renewal of the liquor license. 
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Trustee Krueger asked if there would be additional trucks coming to 
Walgreens with liquor, and if so, how many liquor delivery trucks would 
there be. 
 
Mr. Pepper said generally speaking there are two additional trucks, one for 
liquor and one for beer each week. 
 
Trustee Plunkett asked how long the trucks would be there for delivery. 
 
Mr. Pepper said a usual delivery would be approximately 15-30 minutes. 
 
Trustee Krueger said the neighbors are concerned that selling liquor will 
create loitering in the parking lot.  They also state that tradesman are 
purchasing liquor at the Walgreens on Crawford Avenue and drinking it in 
their trucks in the parking lot. He does not know if that is true but he asked 
what type of surveillance Walgreens has in the parking lot. 
 
 Ms. Volpert said they have surveillance at the front door and at the back 
door to check the parking lot.  They also have the parking lot cleaned up 
every other day for litter. 
 
Trustee Krueger asked if there was any expectation of putting up signage 
on the outside of the store that advertises selling liquor. 
 
Mr. Pepper said they do not put up any neon signage or window signage to 
advertise selling adult beverages. 
 
Mr. Rothstein said Walgreens has been a great neighbor so far.  He said 
lots of families with children use this neighborhood store and liquor will 
attract a different type of customer from time to time.  He appreciates that 
Walgreens wants to remain competitive but 49 neighbors in the area are 
opposing the sale of alcohol. There are many other stores in the area that 
sell alcohol and he does not believe that is needed at this particular 
Walgreens.  They do have problems in the alley from time to time with 
Walgreens trucks blocking the alley and they do not want to add to that. 
 
A resident from Park Avenue said there are issues with trucks already in the 
alley and they do not want to see any more trucks add to that. 
 
Greg Mayer, 832 Park Avenue, said he believes selling liquor will change 
the character of the neighborhood. 
 
A resident said she is new to the neighborhood and it is a challenge to park 
in her garage due to trucks being in the alley. 
 
Trustee Krueger noted that one resident stated that litter is an issue in the 
parking lot. 
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Ms. Volpert said they have a company that comes and picks up litter every 
other day in the parking lot. 
 
Trustee Krueger said if there are trucks in the alley early and idling, 
neighbors should let the Village know as there are time limits that the trucks 
must adhere to. 
 
Ms. Volpert said the delivery trucks come at 6:30 a.m. and they do not 
deliver on weekends. 
 
Mr. Pepper said they are allowing their neighbor to utilize some of 
Walgreens space in the back area, so they do not have as much room for 
multiple truck delivery. He said the Walgreens drivers try to be respectful of 
the parking space when delivering and the only time that a truck is idling is 
when there is a cold delivery. 
 
Trustee Ducommun said she believes there is a disconnect between the 
general policies of Walgreens in running a store and what the neighbors are 
perceiving. She encouraged Walgreens to reach out to the neighbors and 
have conversations with them. 
 
Trustee Krueger said he struggled with the issue as he believes Walgreens 
is a good neighbor and adds to the community rather than detracts from the 
community.  In reviewing the Freedom of Information data regarding 
incidents and arrest reports for businesses selling liquor in the area, he did 
not see any data that says Walgreens will be a bad neighbor if they sell 
liquor or that any business selling liquor is a bad neighbor. He said the 
Police Department conducts compliance checks and Walgreens is 
nationally known for their compliance check technology.  He said we allow 
other stores in the area and in equal proximity to schools to sell liquor.  He 
said cigarettes and e-cigarettes are currently being sold in Walgreens so he 
would have a difficult time saying no to a liquor license.  He likes that the 
neighbors are organized and gives credence to what they have to say so 
he is really on the fence about granting a liquor license. 
 
Trustee Ducommun said she agrees with Trustee Krueger regarding the 
data provided but she also gives credence to the fact that the neighbors are 
at the meetings and are passionate about not selling alcohol at Walgreens. 
 
Trustee Plunkett said she also struggles with the issue of selling alcohol at 
Walgreens as she does not believe they need alcohol to remain competitive 
with other stores. She said she shops at the Walgreens store at Edens 
Plaza that sells alcohol and she does not even notice the alcohol in the 
store. She believes that the issue is between the Walgreens at 811 Green 
Bay and the neighbors. She also believes that Walgreens will be a good  
liquor licensee and it is hard to say no when other stores close by also sell 
alcohol. 
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Trustee Krueger said if the Committee approves the request this evening, 
would the Village Board have a chance to discuss the issue? 
 
Mr. Zimmermann said the Committee could recommend that the Village 
Board grant a Class I liquor license to Walgreens and the Village Board 
could discuss the recommendation at a Regular Village Board Meeting. 
 
Trustee Krueger said since it is such a close issue, he would like the item 
to be off the Consent Agenda so the full Village Board will discuss the 
request. 
 
Trustee Krueger recommended the approval of an additional Class I liquor 
license, seconded by Trustee Ducommun. 

No further discussion occurred on the motion.  Upon a call of the roll the 

following voted: 

Ayes Trustees Plunkett, Krueger and Ducommun. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 

 
 The Committee recommended that the item be placed on the April 26, 
 2016 Regular Village Board meeting. 
 
IV. Public Comment 

None. 

V. Adjournment 

Trustee Krueger moved, seconded by Trustee Ducommun to adjourn.  
Upon a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

Trustee Plunkett declared the meeting adjourned at 7:35 P.M. 

    Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

Michael F. Zimmermann,  
Corporation Counsel 


