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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, TUESDAY,  

JULY 12, 2016 AT 6:45 P.M. IN THE TRAINING ROOM, SECOND FLOOR,  
WILMETTE VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, IL 60091 

 
Members Present: Trustee Senta Plunkett, Chair 

Trustee Carol Ducommun,  
   Trustee Cameron Krueger 
 
Members Absent: None. 
 
Staff Present: Michael Zimmermann, Corporation Counsel 
    
Guests Present: Wendy Sharon, The Wilmette Theatre 
   Brian Schinderele, The Wilmette Theatre 
   Mike Murdock, The Wilmette Theatre 
   
I. Call to Order. 

Trustee Plunkett called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. Committee 
members Ducommun and Krueger were present. 

II. Approval of Minutes: Judiciary Committee Meeting of April 12, 2016. 

Trustee Plunkett directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of 

the Judiciary Committee meeting of April 12, 2016.  Trustee Ducommun 

moved that the Committee approve the minutes, seconded by Trustee 

Krueger.   

No further discussion occurred on the motion.  Upon a call of the roll the 

following voted: 

Ayes Trustees Plunkett, Krueger and Ducommun. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 

 

III. Request of Wilmette Theatre, 122 Central Avenue, to modify their 
Class T Liquor License. 
 
Wendy Sharon said the Wilmette Theatre is a special place and a 
tremendous asset to the community.  They had over 26,000 patrons last 
year and believe they bring more business to the downtown Wilmette 
business area. Their patrons come from surrounding communities and from 
farther away to see their movies.  They have a lot of competition in the movie 
business and are doing everything they can to make The Wilmette Theatre 
a viable business and continue to sustain it.  The report they presented  
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shows that Evanston, Glenview, Highland Park and other surrounding 
communities have liquor licenses. She noted that most of their patrons are 
over the age of 40, with the average age probably in their late 60’s.  Three 
out of four of their regular employees are over the age of 30 and are long 
term employees. 
 
Trustee Ducommun asked how they would check identification for serving 
alcohol. 
 
Ms. Sharon said they looked at what other theaters were doing and they are 
proposing to card adults under 40 and give them a wrist band and mark it 
for the amount of drinks, most people only purchase one, possibly two 
drinks. 
 
Trustee Krueger asked if the intent is to bring liquor into a live event or 
movie. 
 
Mr. Schinderele said yes, that is what they would like to do as they are not 
allowed to do that now. 
 
Trustee Ducommun said their original liquor license did not allow liquor to 
be brought into the movie or theater event as there was concern about 
children being in the theater and it is dark and possibly the liquor would be 
passed to someone else under age.   
 
Ms. Sharon said their license now says that liquor is not allowed at all in the 
movie theater but it is allowed in the theater at a live event if everyone is 
over 21.  They do not have many teenagers that come to a movie or event 
there. 
 
Trustee Ducommun asked if there were any concerns from Corporation 
Counsel Michael Zimmermann. 
 
Mr. Zimmermann said he does not have any concerns with the proposed 
modifications, there have been no issues with the applicant’s liquor license. 
 
Trustee Krueger said he believes some of the more restrictive conditions 
are not necessary, such as wearing wristbands after an ID has been 
checked. 
 
Trustee Ducommun said she would feel more comfortable if a movie or live 
event oriented towards children did not have beer or wine served during 
that showing. 
 
There was discussion regarding the proposed six requests for changes to 
the Class T license as outlined in the report. 
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Trustee Krueger said he was in favor of the Theatre’s liquor license being 
more user friendly but he is not in favor of reducing the annual fee as he 
believed it would set a bad trend for the Village. 
 
Trustee Plunkett asked how the Theatre would make a decision regarding 
family movie ratings for serving alcohol. 
 
Trustee Ducommun suggested not serving liquor for “G” rated movies. 
 
Trustee Krueger suggested that if there is “G” rated movie being shown on 
one side of the theatre and a “PG” showing on the other side, you could 
serve alcohol an hour before the “PG” movie. 
 
Ms. Sharon said they usually open the theatre 30 minutes before a movie 
showing.  
 
Mr. Zimmermann reviewed the fee schedule for the liquor license 
classifications. 
 
Trustee Krueger said he would reconsider his statement about reducing the 
annual fee since the theatre is a non-profit business and does not have table 
service or food service. 
 
Mr. Murdock said they were hoping to apply for a number of special use 
events outside in the back of their building and would like to be able to serve 
liquor at those events. 
 
Trustee Ducommun asked The Theatre to be aware of the noise at the 
events in consideration of those residents who live nearby. 
 
Mr. Zimmermann summarized the changes that were discussed: 

 Beer and wine in the theaters during movies 

 Alcohol to be served in a cup or glasses which are different than 
those used for soft drinks and beer may be served in its original bottle 
or can. 

 Alcohol may be purchased not more than two at a time 

 The fee would be reduced to $1,000. 

 Outdoor liquor service as part of special events would be limited to 
four per year at the rear of the premises. 

 No alcohol in the theater for a “G” rated movie. 

 Allow beer and wine service to begin 1 hour prior to the first movie 
but no earlier than 11:00 a.m. 

 
Trustee Ducommun moved to recommend that the Village Board approve 
an ordinance making the changes, seconded by Trustee Krueger.  No 
further discussion occurred on the motion.  Upon a call of the roll the 
following voted: 
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Ayes Trustees Plunkett, Krueger and Ducommun. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 

 
IV. Public Comment 

None. 

V. New Business 

Trustee Krueger said there have been companies installing utility boxes in 
the public right of way that takes permeable surface and turns it into 
impermeable surface.  He asked if there was a way to have these 
companies pay for the permeable surface that they are taking away. 

Mr. Zimmermann said the law for the State of Illinois is that we do not own 
the public right of way, we hold it in trust for the public.  We cannot charge 
for the use of the right of way, however, we do recoup taxes and fees from 
these various providers through statutory franchise taxes and fees.   

Trustee Krueger asked if there was a method to make a guiding principal 
for a better way to use the public right of ways regarding utility companies. 

Mr. Zimmermann said the Director of Public Works and Engineering would 
have a better idea of who the providers are coming into the public right of 
way, what facilities they have there, what problems we have had with 
them and the history of the companies that have things in our public right 
of ways.  He would be able to provide the information regarding the fees 
and taxes that have been charged.  He suggested referring the matter to 
Municipal Services. 

VI. Adjournment 

Trustee Ducommun moved, seconded by Trustee Krueger to adjourn.  
Upon a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

Trustee Plunkett declared the meeting adjourned at 7:40 P.M. 

    Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

Michael F. Zimmermann,  
Corporation Counsel 


