
 
 

        1200 Wilmette Avenue 
       Wilmette, IL  60091 

            

 
OFFICE OF THE                      (847) 853-7509 
CORPORATION COUNSEL              Fax (847) 853-7700 

                              TDD (847) 853-7634 

 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
of the  

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE 

 
Wednesday, May 19, 2021 at 9:00 A.M. 

Village Board Council Chambers – Broadcast Only1 
Village Hall is closed due to the Village President’s Declaration of Local Disaster and 

Public Health Emergency Order 

AGENDA 

 

I. Call to Order. 

II. Approval of Minutes. 

Minutes of the Judiciary Committee meeting of December 13, 2019.  

III. Application of Pit & Tap Group, LLC, dba Pit & Tap for a Class M-1 Liquor License. 

IV. Application of Rosso Alarme Scatola, Ltd., dba Luigi’s Dress Shop for a new liquor 
license. 

V. Amendments to Chapter 10 (Liquor Control) of the Village Code. 

VI. New Business. 

VII. Public Comment. 

VIII. Adjournment. 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE 
 IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE  

MANAGER’S OFFICE AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD  (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
 

1 This meeting will be held remotely by the President and Board of Trustees and will be recorded as required by law.  

The meeting will be broadcast live at https://www.youtube.com/user/villageofwilmette/live and then published on the 
Village’s YouTube website.  Members of the public may submit a comment in advance of the meeting by emailing their 
comment to publiccomment@wilmette.com. All emailed comments received two hours prior to the start of a meeting 
will be provided, unredacted, to the Village Board.  Emails received at any time within two hours of the beginning of the 
meeting until its adjournment will be included in the draft minutes of the meeting.  Public comments may be made 
during the meeting through YouTube Live which will be read aloud during the appropriate portion of the meeting.  There 
is also the option to make a public comment during the meeting via PC, mobile device or phone.  For complete details 
and instructions on joining or participating in the meeting, please click here.  This meeting will not be broadcast on 
Channel 6, as the Village is upgrading its system. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/villageofwilmette/live
mailto:publiccomment@wilmette.com
https://www.wilmette.com/event/judiciary-committee-of-the-village-board-meeting/?instance_id=2410
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, FRIDAY,  

DECEMBER 13, 2019 AT 11:00 A.M. IN THE COMMITTEE MEETING ROOM, 
SECOND FLOOR, WILMETTE VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, 

WILMETTE, IL 60091 

 
Members Present: Trustee Senta Plunkett, Chair 

Trustee Gina Kennedy  
   Trustee Joel Kurzman 
  
Staff Present: Jeffrey Stein, Corporation Counsel 
 
 
Guests Present: Chris Canning 
   Carlos Montiel 
   Mario Montiel 
   Glenn Keefer 
   Ryan O’Donnell 
    
I. Call to Order. 

 
Trustee Plunkett called the meeting to order at 11:09 a.m. Committee 
members Plunkett, Kurzman and Corporation Counsel Jeff Stein were 
present.  Trustee Kennedy joined the meeting at 11:19 a.m. 

II. Approval of Minutes: Judiciary Committee Meeting of October 18, 
2019. 

Trustee Plunkett directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of 

the Judiciary Committee meeting of October 18, 2019.   

Trustee Kurzman moved that the Committee approve the minutes, 

seconded by Trustee Plunkett. 

No further discussion occurred on the motion.  Upon a call of the roll the 

following voted: 

Ayes Trustees Plunkett and Kurzman. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 
 

III. Application of 1146 Operations, LLC, dba Sophia Steak for a Class M-
1 Liquor License. 
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Mr. Christopher Canning, attorney for 1146 Operations, LLC, dba Sophia 
Steak spoke on behalf of his clients Glenn Keefer and Ryan O’Donnell, who 
were also in attendance.  He said the owners have received a conditional 
approval from Appearance Review Commission and will go before them 
again in January.  They have submitted their building permits and will make 
changes the sanitarian has requested.  They are working toward a March 
open date.  He shared a preliminary menu which included a drink menu.  
He said the types of beer and wine will fluctuate due to availability and 
customer taste and that Class M-1 was the same class the former operator 
held at that address.    
 
Mr. O’Donnell spoke to his experience in the restaurant industry.  He said 
he has a hospitality company which owns four restaurants.  He said that he 
has a clean record with no violations in his past.  He said they are excited 
to come to Wilmette.  His family is from the area and he has many friends 
and family here.  He said he feels that they can complement the existing 
downtown restaurants.  He has worked with Mr. Keefer for three years.  He 
said he is a mentor and close friend and that they are excited to work 
together on this venture to bring great hospitality and excellent food to the 
Village of Wilmette. 
 
Mr. Keefer said he has worked in the industry since he was 14 years old, 
noting he worked for The Palm, Ruth Chris Steak House and then his own 
restaurant, Keefer’s Restaurant, which was sold in 2014.  He said that he 
has been selling insurance in the interim but is looking to come back to the 
restaurant business.  He said he serves on the Illinois Restaurant 
Association Board and sits on the Government Relations Committee.  He is 
a Northfield resident who has watched Wilmette evolve and is excited to be 
here.  He said he is looking to have an establishment with old school 
hospitality where everyone knows your name, feels familiar and makes you 
feel welcome.   
 
Mr. O’Donnell said they plan to have the restaurant open seven days a 
week, opening around 4:30 or 5 p.m. until 9 p.m. on Sunday and Monday, 
10 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and then possibly until 11 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday and a possible brunch on Saturday and Sunday.  They are 
still working on finalizing the hours.  He also stated all employees are Basset 
certified. 
 
Mr. Canning spoke about the changes to the façade of the location.  He said 
the changes will allow for more natural lighting.  He said the parking will be 
valet with self-parking in the area lots.   
 
Trustee Plunkett said that she is excited about Sophia Steak.  Corporation 
Counsel Jeff Stein explained Class M-1 is the largest liquor license and 
Sophia Steak is within the proper zoning district and meets all the 
requirements for this class.  He said the background checks didn’t uncover 
anything that would preclude either of them from obtaining a liquor license 
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and their experience is such that they are more than qualified to open this 
restaurant and hold the liquor license.  He went on to say the applicants 
meet the Law Department criteria for granting a Class M-1 liquor license 
and that a vote would need to be taken on whether to recommend 
increasing the Class M-1 liquor licenses.  If the recommendation is made, 
the Ordinance would be on the January 14, 2020 Village Board agenda for 
adoption.   
 
Trustee Plunkett asked if this license included serving alcohol outside.  Mr. 
Stein said that there would need to be a subsequent licensing for outdoor 
dining and serving of alcohol, which would be done administratively. 
 
Trustee Kennedy asked if there are limits on the number of licenses in each 
class.  Mr. Stein clarified that there is a limit; however, each time a liquor 
licensee opens or closes, the increase or decrease is done via Ordinance.  
There are no open liquor licenses.   
 
Mr. Canning said that liquor licenses cannot be transferred from owner to 
owner. 
 
No further discussion occurred.  Trustee Plunkett made a motion to 
recommend increasing the Class M-1 liquor licenses, seconded by Trustee 
Kurzman: 

Ayes Trustees Plunkett, Kennedy and Kurzman. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 

 
IV. Application of Carlos & Carlos, Inc., dba Carlos & Carlos Ristorante 

for a Class M-1 Liquor License. 

Carlos Montiel and his brother Mario spoke of their restaurant experience.  
Carlos said they have been in the restaurant business since 1985 serving 
northern Italian and French style cuisine.  He said they also have presence 
abroad in Costa Rica and Guatemala.  They hold a current liquor license in 
their other location in Arlington Heights and are up to date on all their 
training.   
 
He said the menu is northern Italian with a French flare and everything is 
made from scratch.  He said they are looking to open sometime in March.   
 
Trustee Plunkett asked how the size of the Wilmette location compares to 
the Arlington Heights location.  Mr. Montiel said the building in Arlington 
Heights is larger by approximately 500 square feet.  He said they can seat 
no more than 85 patrons at the Wilmette location.  He also said they have 
requested to have a few outdoor tables.   
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Trustee Plunkett asked about operating hours.  Mr. Montiel said they are 
trying to determine lunch hours but he thinks they will have lunch five days 
a week and dinner seven days a week.  Trustee Plunkett asked about 
parking.  Mr. Montiel said there is parking everywhere.  He said there is 
parking in the back, in the building and in the front.  He said he doesn’t 
foresee a parking problem.  He said they are working on possible valet 
parking service.   
 
Trustee Plunkett asked if the license class they are seeking in Wilmette is 
comparable to the Arlington Heights license.  Mr. Montiel replied this license 
would be much better than in Arlington Heights because there is no license 
similar there.  He said there is no packaged liquor sales allowed in his 
Arlington Heights license.   
 
Mr. Stein said the background checks were clear with no issues precluding 
them from obtaining a Wilmette liquor license.  He said their experience is 
adequate and all other criteria have been met. 
 
Trustee Plunkett said she is excited for the opening and Mr. Montiel said 
there will be a soft opening in the future.   
 
No further discussion occurred on the motion.  Upon a call of the roll the 
following voted on the increase to Class M-1 liquor licenses: 

 
Ayes Trustees Plunkett, Kennedy and Kurzman. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 

   
V.      New Business. 

Corporation Counsel Jeff Stein said that every liquor license operator has 
had 100 percent compliance with the posting of “no gun” signs at their 
establishments.  He also said that all new liquor licensees will be given the 
signs when they receive their license.   

Mr. Stein went on to discuss growlers, which are 64 ounce containers for 
beer.  He said Wilmette currently allows for this and Backyard BBQ and 
Depot Nuevo are licensed to serve this.  Mr. Stein said that new state law 
allows for “crowlers,” which are 32 ounce containers; however, the Wilmette 
code does not allow for this.  This would require an amendment.  He said 
that the Law Department does not have an opinion and he will bring this 
forward in the future. 

Trustee Kennedy asked about canning and bottling.  Mr. Stein said that a 
brewpub allows to sell on premises and that a canning operation is different.  
The two current sites in Wilmette are too small for the canning.   
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Trustee Kennedy asked if Wilmette had licensing that would be applicable 
to a canning operation such as a brewery.  Mr. Stein said Wilmette only has 
licensing that would apply to the on-site sales and zoning issues.  He said 
state and federal regulators control distribution.   

Trustee Kurzman asked what the difference is between a business like 
Nick’s and Backyard BBQ.  Mr. Stein said that Backyard BBQ has the 
brewpub license, which means they can produce beer and sell it on site; 
however, they are not currently operating as a brewpub.  Trustee Kurzman 
asked for a functional difference between a restaurant like Backyard BBQ 
and another restaurant who has extra room in the back of their place of 
business.  Mr. Stein said if they had the square footage, a license could be 
granted if all the other requirements are met.  He also said that there are 
additional licenses required for a brewpub and there is a lot of work involved 
in achieving the license.   

Mr. Stein then discussed updates to the Village Liquor Code.  He discussed 
the categories of the liquor code and said it’s possible changes may need 
to be made with regard to restaurant/establishment size and square 
footage.  He said that in 2020, changes in this area could possibly be 
proposed. 

Trustee Kennedy asked if there are any special permits for valet parking.  
Mr. Stein said yes, there is a permit required to have valet parking at an 
establishment.  Trustee Kennedy asked if double parking was something 
that was enforced.   Mr. Stein said the police department knows about this 
and will enforce violations and both the driver and valet company would be 
cited.  There is also the option to have a permit revoked if there are multiple 
violations.  Trustee Kennedy said that Green Bay Road is very busy and 
can be backed up due to normal traffic so that would be something that 
would need to be reviewed.     

VI. Public Comment. 
 
There was no public comment. 

VII. Adjournment 

Trustee Kurzman moved, seconded by Trustee Kennedy, to adjourn.  
Upon a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

Trustee Plunkett declared the meeting adjourned at 11:54 a.m. 

    Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Jeffrey Stein,  
Corporation Counsel 



 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 19, 2021 

TO:  Village Board Judiciary Committee 

SUBJECTS:  Pit & Tap Group, LLC. (DBA Pit & Tap), for a Class M-1 Liquor License    

FROM:  Jeffrey M. Stein, Corporation Counsel  
 
BUDGET IMPACT:  None 
 
 

 
Background 

Pit & Tap Group, LLC., DBA Pit & Tap (“Pit & Tap”), located at 1168 Wilmette Avenue, has 
submitted an application for a Wilmette Class M-1 Liquor License which would authorize Pit 
& Tap to sell alcoholic liquor for on premise consumption for its restaurant patrons as well as 
allowing the sale of only alcoholic liquor to patrons in a designated bar area where meals 
may, but not be required to be ordered, also be served.   

a. Liquor services is incidental and complementary to the sale and consumption of 
meals, eaten at tables served by wait staff or bus, for consumption only on the 
premises where sold. 

b. Patrons may be served alcoholic beverages while waiting to be seated when no tables 
are available. 

c. Liquor offered for sale must be offered concurrently with the sale or serving of meals 
to patrons. 

d. Patrons may also be served alcoholic liquor in a designated bar area where meals 
may be served by the licensee. 

e. The licensed premises must have a minimum total area of at least 2,500 square feet. 

f. The designated bar area is subject to the following limitations and requirements: 

(1) The bar area may include a bar, a table seating area, or combination of both. 

(2) The bar area must be identified on a scale drawing of the licensed premises 
submitted with the application for the Class M-1 license, and is subject to  the 
review and approval of the Local Liquor Control Commissioner. 

Judiciary Committee 
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(3) The bar area of the restaurant open to patrons either seated or standing shall not 
exceed 15% of the total interior area of restaurant open to patrons, not including 
restrooms. 

(4) The bar area shall not be located in the public right-of-way, in whole or in part, 
regardless of whether the licensee has an outdoor restaurant seating license. 

(5) No alcoholic liquor may be offered for sale or served in the bar area unless the 
licensee is concurrently offering for sale or serving meals to patrons seated at 
tables dining outside of the bar area. 

(6) Patrons may also purchase 1,500 milliliters of wine; or 12 12-ounce containers of 
beer; or 750 milliliters of wine and six 12-ounce containers of beer, when sold in 
combination for offsite consumption. 

g. Class M-1 licenses may be issued only to licensed premises located in the following
zoning districts:

(1) Village Center ("VC") zoning district.

(2) Planned Commercial Development - 1 ("PCD-1") zoning district.

(3) Planned Commercial Development - 2 ("PCD-2") zoning district.

(4) General Commercial - 1 ("GC-1") zoning district.

h. The annual license fee for a Class M-1 license is $5,100.

There are no Class M-1 licenses available at this time. In order for the Village President as 
Local Liquor Commissioner to issue a license, there must be one available. The Village 
Board is the body that determines whether to create additional available licenses. The 
Judiciary Committee's action is recommendatory. 

The application and supporting materials by Pit & Tap are attached. The applicant is also 
expected to be present at the Judiciary Committee meeting to answer any questions. 

Documents Attached 

1. Application for Village of Wilmette Liquor License (with personal information redacted).



































 

 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  May 19, 2021 

TO:  Village Board Judiciary Committee 

SUBJECTS:  Rosso Alarme Scatola, Ltd, (DBA Luigi’s Dress Shop), for a new class 
liquor license    

FROM:  Jeffrey M. Stein, Corporation Counsel  
 
BUDGET IMPACT:  None 
 

 
Background 

Rosso Alarme Scatola, DBA Luigi’s Dress Shop (“Applicant”) has submitted an application for a new 
liquor license for an alcohol delivery service for off-site consumption and a private event venue for on-
site consumption at 424 Linden Avenue. 

The Applicant’s proposed business plan is to allow for the direct delivery of cocktails, for offsite 
consumption, that are crafted and bottled onsite.  Another aspect of the proposed business plan is to 
allow for small private events of 8 to 10 people to rent out the space and be served the cocktails that 
are otherwise available for delivery.  The proposed days and hours for private events are Wednesday 
through Sunday from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Discussion 

Delivery of Cocktails (alcoholic beverages not in their original packaging) 

The concept proposed by the Applicant is new to the Village.  As such, there is currently no license 
classification which would allow for the delivery of alcoholic beverages. While the state’s temporary 
amendment to the Illinois Liquor Control Act and the Village’s current emergency declaration allows for 
the delivery of cocktails for current liquor licenses, there is no permanent law that would allow such 
activity to take place after the emergency declaration has expired with the Village or after June 2, 2021 
under state law.1  If the Village were to create a new classification to allow for the delivery of cocktails, 
the current regulations under state law and the Village’s emergency declarations are recommended to 
be included as a part of this proposed license. The current temporary laws allow for licensees with an 
on-site consumption license (e.g. restaurants) to deliver cocktails, as long as certain conditions are met.  
Those conditions specific to the delivery of a cocktail are the cocktail must be: 

1. filled by the licensee; and 

 
1 The current provision under the Illinois Liquor Control Act that expressly allows for the delivery of cocktails at the retail 

level is set to expire on June 2, 2021.   At the time this memorandum was drafted, Senate Bill 104 had been introduced but 

was still in committee. That bill, if passed and signed into law, would extend the current state law provision allowing the 

delivery of cocktails to January 2024. 

Judiciary Committee 
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2. contained in a new and rigid container; and 
3. sealed with a tamper-proof lid; and  
4. labeled with the ingredients, the licensee’s information, the volume of the container and the date 

in which the container was sealed; and 
5. filled less than seven (7) days before the date of sale. 

Other current conditions require that the cocktail only be picked up inside the establishment, delivered 
curbside by a licensee’s employee, or delivered off-premises by the licensee’s employee.   Prior to the 
cocktail being transferred, the employee transferring the cocktail must: 

1. be BASSET trained; and 
2. be 21 years of age or older; and 
3. verify the age of the individual receiving the cocktail.   

On-site Consumption for Private Events 

While state law does allow for “party packages,” there is currently no Village license that would allow 
the sale of and on-site consumption of alcoholic beverages in a non-restaurant setting in the manner 
proposed by the Applicant.  The proposed business plan is unique to Wilmette’s licensing categories 
regarding the hosting of private parties for on-site consumption of alcohol without the service of food.  
There are no other similar uses within the Village where liquor can be served without some sort of food 
service.  In short, the Village has traditionally rejected any tavern licenses and rather has instituted a 
policy that liquor should be served with food.          

However, the proposed use can also be distinguished from a typical tavern as this business would not 
be open to the general public, but instead only by appointment and for a limited number of guests. As 
such, it is recommended that if the Village Board were to create a new category, that criteria, in addition 
to the ones discussed above, also be made part of the ordinance.   

The recommended criteria that should be made part of this category of license are: 

1. limit the number of days that a special event can take place each year; and 
2. limit the hours that special events can take place; and 
3. limit the number of people that can attend each event; and 
4. that reservations at least 24 hours in advance be made prior to the event (and the reservation 

book be subject to review by the Village); and 
5. limit the alcoholic beverages to be served as those created on site and available for delivery. 

Accordingly, to allow the issuance of a license to fit this business plan, an amendment to the Liquor 
Control Chapter of the Village Code is needed by creating a new license category.   

Zoning Relief 

In addition to the new liquor license classification being approved by the Village Board and a license 
being issued by the Liquor Control Commissioner to the Applicant, the Applicant will still need zoning 
relief which will be heard before the Zoning Board of Appeals concurrently with the Liquor License 
Application.  This process will be held independently from the liquor license process. 
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Conclusion 

Since there are no liquor license classifications fitting the business plan of the Applicant, in order for the 
Village President as Local Liquor Commissioner to issue a license, there must be one created and then 
one made available. The Village Board is the body that determines whether to create additional 
categories as well as available licenses. The Judiciary Committee's action is recommendatory. 

The application and supporting materials by Luigi’s Dress Shop are attached. The Applicant is also 
expected to be present at the Judiciary Committee meeting to answer any questions. 

Documents Attached 

1. Application for Village of Wilmette Liquor License (with personal information redacted). 























 

 

SUBJECT: Amendments to 
Chapter 10 (Liquor Control) of the Village Code  

MEETING DATE:  May 19, 2021 

FROM:   Jeffrey M. Stein, Corporation Counsel 
   Kyle Murphy, Police Chief 
 
BUDGET IMPACT:  None 

 

 
Recommended Motion 

The staff recommends that the Judiciary Committee consider certain amendments to Chapter 10 (Liquor 
Control) of the Village Code.  

Discussion 

Over the last year there have been amendments to state law, as well as, requests for amendments to 
the Village Code in regard to varying aspects of liquor regulations.  The Village Code in its current form 
would not allow certain aspects of liquor sales that might otherwise be allowed by state law. The 
Judiciary Committee is asked to discuss the following aspects: 

A. Delivery of Alcoholic Beverages and Cocktails. 
B. Filling of Growlers/Crowlers of beer sold on tap.  
C. Sale of Hard Seltzers for Wine and Beer Licenses. 
D. Extension of Packaged Good License Hours (Resident Request). 

The above provisions, which apply to two separate aspects of liquor control – delivery of alcoholic 
beverages and the filling of growler/crowlers – are all authorized, albeit temporarily, for delivery of 
alcoholic beverages, under local and state law.   

DELIVERY OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND COCKTAILS  

State Law (and the Village’s Emergency Declaration) 

For purposes of this section, the terms “alcoholic beverages” or “liquor” means an alcoholic beverage 
sold in its original packaging.  The terms “cocktails” or "mixed drink" means any beverage obtained by 
combining alcoholic ingredients with ingredients non-alcoholic in nature.  The law treats alcoholic 
beverages differently than cocktails in some ways and the same in others.   

State law, which is the Illinois Liquor Control Act (“Act”), has been amended to allow for the delivery of 
liquor in its original packaging.  This amendment also limits the authority of Home Rule units to regulate 
the delivery of alcoholic beverages in their original packaging “inconsistent” with the state law.  While 
the state’s temporary amendment to the Act and the Village’s current emergency declaration allows for 
the delivery of cocktails for current liquor licenses, there is no permanent law that would allow such 
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activity to take place after the emergency declaration has expired with the Village or after June 2, 2021 
under state law. There is a bill before the State Senate that if passed, would extend the current state 
law provision allowing the delivery of cocktails to January 2024.   

Pursuant to both state law and the Village’s emergency declarations, current liquor licensees are 
authorized to deliver alcoholic beverages (by State law which is now part of the Act on a permanent 
basis and temporarily in Wilmette pursuant to the Village’s Emergency Declaration) and cocktails 
(temporarily under both State law and the Village’s Emergency Declaration) to patrons when the 
following conditions are met: 

1. the Licensee may offer for sale alcoholic beverages contained in sealed containers as otherwise 
allowed by law; and   

2. the Licensee may offer for sale beer from a tap in a Growler or Crowler (whether manufactured 
at the establishment or sold for resale) for consumption off site (discussed more thoroughly in 
the next section of this memorandum); and   

3. the alcoholic beverages cannot be delivered, sold, or possessed by anyone under the age of 
21; and    

4. the Licensee’s employee or agent must first obtain adequate proof of age from the patron that 
ordered the alcoholic beverage prior to that patron receiving that alcoholic beverage.  

5. delivery must occur within licensed retailer's parking lot, including curbside, for pickup by the 
consumer; 

6. delivery must be made by an owner, officer, director, shareholder, or employee of the licensed 
retailer; or delivery can be made by a third-party contractor, independent contractor, or agent 
with whom the licensed retailer has contracted to make deliveries of alcoholic liquors. 

7. delivery can only be made by an individual (whether an employee of the licensee or a third-party 
delivery company) that is BASSET trained.   

Village Ordinances 

In order to address this new change in the law which allows delivery of alcohol, a look at the existing 
liquor license classifications is necessary.  Currently the Village Code has various volume limitations as 
to what category of license can sell for off-site consumption.  Class A-1, B-1, C-B-1 and C-1 licenses 
can sell 1500 milliliters of wine for off-site consumption, and Class M-1 licenses can sell: 

1. 1,500 milliliters of wine; or 
2. 2.12 12-ounce containers of beer; or 
3. 3.750 milliliters of wine and six 12-ounce containers of beer, when sold in combination.     

Furthermore, any such sale must be sold as incidental and complementary to the sale of food and 
cannot be sold at a price lower than that charged if the sale were to be for on-site consumption.    

Village Staff Recommendations  

As the state law has been amended to allow for the delivery of alcoholic beverages -- and the Village 
currently allows the delivery of alcoholic beverages through its Emergency Declaration -- it is 
recommended that the Village’s Liquor Code be amended to allow this practice post pandemic.  The 
recommendation is for the Village to regulate the delivery of alcoholic beverages for on-site 
consumption licensees, not inconsistent with the Act, as part of their current licenses.   

On-site consumption licenses 

Village staff is recommending allowing the delivery of alcoholic beverages under the same conditions 
as the takeout of alcoholic beverages with some exceptions.  The Village staff is recommending 
removing the restriction that take out be for beer and wine only and can include liquor or cocktails (if 
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State law is amended to allow the delivery of cocktails) as well as removing the quantity limits of takeout 
and not impose any such limits for delivery.  The regulations left include that the sale of alcoholic 
beverages and cocktails, whether provided as take out or delivery: 

1. be only sold when incidental and complementary to the sale of food; and  
2. that the price of the alcoholic beverage be no less than if the beverage was purchased for on-

site consumption.   

By requiring the price of a packaged good to be the same as if bought for on-site consumption as well 
as making such sales incident to the sale of food, the safeguards against having an on-site consumption 
licensee act more in accord with an off-site licensee (retail sale) is still addressed.   

 Off-site consumption licenses 

Village staff is not recommending any additional regulations for the delivery of alcoholic beverages for 
off-site consumption licenses than those that are required by state law.   

GROWLERS AND CROWLERS 

The Act, as well as the Village ordinances, allow brew pub licensees to fill a growler with beer 
manufactured on its premises.  A growler is often half-gallon (64-ounces) dark brown glass receptacle 
that is traditionally used to hold beer and is sealable and resealable. The Village ordinances are silent 
as to crowlers, which are 32-ounce cans that are also sealable and resealable.   

Recent amendments to the Act, as well as items addressed in the Village’s Emergency Declaration, 
now authorize not only brew pubs from filling growlers with their own brewed beer, but expanded the 
filling to crowlers.  The other expansion of the law has a larger impact upon the Village’s licensees.  The 
Act allows the Village to authorize the filling of growlers and crowlers (under certain sanitation 
regulations) by any on-site licensee from any beer available on tap at that location – not just the beer 
brewed by a brew pub.     

The Village’s Emergency Declaration has temporarily authorized the current state law by allowing a 
licensee to fill a growler or crowler from its beer taps, whether that beer is brewed on site or not. There 
have been no complaints or issues with this practice, and rather certain licensees find this beneficial.  
Therefore, it is the Village staff’s recommendation that the Village Code be amended to authorize the 
sale of growlers and crowlers as otherwise allowed by state law.   The state law restrictions are as 
follows: 

1. The container can hold no more than 128 fluid ounces; 
2. the growler or crowler bears a twist-type closure, cork, stopper, or plug and includes a one-time 

use tamper-proof seal; 
3. the growler or crowler is affixed with a label or tag that contains the following information: 

a. the brand name of the product dispensed; 
b. the name of the brewer or bottler; 

4. the type of product, such as beer, ale, lager, bock, stout, or other brewed or fermented beverage; 
5. the net contents; 
6. the name and address of the business that cleaned, sanitized, labeled, and filled or refilled the 

growler or crowler; and 
7. the date the growler or crowler was filled or refilled; 
8. the growler or crowler has been sanitized in the manner provided for in the Act.  

Village staff is recommending making this an across-the-board authorization for all on-site licensees to 
be able to fill growlers and crowlers with beer from their taps pursuant to the regulations imposed by 
the state.       
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HARD SELTZERS 

The Corporation Counsel’s office received a licensee request about expanding the Village “beer and 
wine” licenses to also include the sale of Hard Seltzers.  To date, there is no definition of Hard Seltzers 
in either the Village Code or state statute.  As Hard Seltzers are akin to beer and wine in alcoholic 
content, the Village staff is recommending amending the Village Code to include a new definition of 
Hard Seltzers and amend those beer and wine licenses to authorize the sale of Hard Seltzers in addition 
to wine and beer.     

EXTENSION OF PACKAGED GOOD HOURS 

At recent Village Board meetings, a resident request for the Village Board to extend the hours of sale 
for off-site consumption licenses (e.g. grocery stores, liquor stores) from 10:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m had 
been made.   

It is important to note that this request has not come from the licensees either directly or indirectly. In 
addition, the Village’s neighbors along the North Shore do not allow the sale of liquor until midnight for 
their off-site consumption licenses.1  Specifically:  
 

1. Kenilworth’s license hours are between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Sundays 
through Thursdays, and between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. 

2. Winnetka’s license hours are between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
3. Glencoe’s license hours are between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. 

 
While this is just one factor in the analysis, taken with the fact that the licensees have not made this 
request, it is recommended that the Judiciary Committee either recommend to not make the amendment 
or direct staff to provide additional information and report back to the Judiciary Committee to address 
any unintended consequences that may result from this change in the law.  Such additional information 
would be: 
 

1. Seek input from the licensees if they desire to expand the license hours; 
2. Seek input from the neighboring residents to these locations to obtain and address any of their 

concerns; 
3. Determine, if possible, what, if any, impact this will have on the Village’s sale tax revenue; 
4. Determine, if possible, what, if any, increase this may have upon criminal and quasi-criminal 

activity (e.g. underage consumption, underage patrons attempting to buy alcohol, loitering, 
fighting, driving under the influence, etc.)  

 
If the Judiciary Committee is interested in exploring this amendment, the Corporation Counsel, the 
Police Chief, and the Community Development Department will gather the additional requested 
information and return to the Judiciary Committee for further discussion and direction. Should the 
Committee not be interested in exploring this amendment at this time, nothing prevents a licensee from 
requesting this change and having the matter explored by the Committee at that time.  

Documents Attached 

No Documents attached 

 
 

 




