
 
 

        1200 Wilmette Avenue 
       Wilmette, IL  60091 

            

 
OFFICE OF THE                      (847) 853-7509 
CORPORATION COUNSEL              Fax (847) 853-7700 

                              TDD (847) 853-7634 

 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
of the  

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE 

 
Wednesday, June 9, 2021 at 2:00 P.M. 

Village Board Council Chambers – Broadcast Only1 
Village Hall is closed due to the Village President’s Declaration of Local Disaster and 

Public Health Emergency Order 

AGENDA 

 

I. Call to Order. 

II. Approval of Minutes. 

Minutes of the Judiciary Committee meeting of May 19, 2021.  

III. Application of Smashed Radish, LLC DBA Fat Shallot for a new liquor license. 

IV. Discussion of outdoor dining structures. 

V. New Business. 

VI. Public Comment. 

VII. Adjournment. 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE 
 IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE  

MANAGER’S OFFICE AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD  (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
 

1 This meeting will be held remotely by the President and Board of Trustees and will be recorded as required by law.  

The meeting will be broadcast live at https://www.youtube.com/user/villageofwilmette/live and then published on the 
Village’s YouTube website.  Members of the public may submit a comment in advance of the meeting by emailing their 
comment to publiccomment@wilmette.com. All emailed comments received two hours prior to the start of a meeting 
will be provided, unredacted, to the Village Board.  Emails received at any time within two hours of the beginning of the 
meeting until its adjournment will be included in the draft minutes of the meeting.  Public comments may be made 
during the meeting through YouTube Live which will be read aloud during the appropriate portion of the meeting.  There 
is also the option to make a public comment during the meeting via PC, mobile device or phone.  For complete details 
and instructions on joining or participating in the meeting, please click here.  This meeting will not be broadcast on 
Channel 6, as the Village is upgrading its system. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/villageofwilmette/live
mailto:publiccomment@wilmette.com
https://www.wilmette.com/event/judiciary-committee-of-the-village-board-meeting/?instance_id=2410
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, WEDNESDAY,  

MAY 19, 2021 AT 9:00 A.M., BROADCAST ONLY.  VILLAGE HALL IS CLOSED DUE 
TO THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S DECLARATION OF LOCAL DISASTER AND 

PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY ORDER 

 
Members Present: Trustee Kate Gjaja, Chair 

Trustee Daniel Sullivan  
   Trustee Peter Barrow 
  
Staff Present: Jeffrey Stein, Corporation Counsel 
 
 
Guests Present: Michael Clarke 
   Mari-Rose McManus 
   Blair Cooke 
   Christopher Canning 
    
I. Call to Order. 

 
Trustee Gjaja called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Committee members 
Sullivan, Barrow and Corporation Counsel Jeff Stein were present.   

II. Approval of Minutes: Judiciary Committee Meeting of December 13, 
2019. 

Trustee Gjaja directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of 

the Judiciary Committee meeting of December 13, 2019.   

Trustee Barrow moved that the Committee approve the minutes, 

seconded by Trustee Sullivan. 

No further discussion occurred on the motion.  Upon a call of the roll the 

following voted: 

Ayes Trustees Barrow, Sullivan and Gjaja. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 
 

III. Application of Pit & Tap Group, LLC dba Pit & Tap for a Class M-1 
Liquor License. 

 
Trustee Sullivan moved to approve the application of Pit & Tap for a class 
M-1 Liquor License, seconded by Trustee Barrow. 
 
Corporation Counsel Jeffrey Stein gave an overview of the Judiciary 
Committee’s role in the liquor application process.  He said the role of the 
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Judiciary Committee is to make recommendations only.  He said in this case 
it’s to recommend the increase in Class M-1 liquor licenses to accommodate 
this application.  He said this application is very typical.  He said the decision 
on whether to grant the license rests with the Village President; however, 
the Village Board controls exactly how many liquor licenses are in each 
category.  He said currently, we have 2 Class M-1 liquor licenses so 
Judiciary Committee would be recommending an increase to 3.  He 
introduced the applicant, Mr. Michael Clarke, to give some details on his 
business plan and operations.  He said from staff’s point of view, the 
application is complete as well as any background checks, which have 
come back clear.  He said Mr. Clarke would like to open as soon as possible.  
He said the Committee will listen to the applicant and decide whether to 
recommend an increase in liquor licenses in the Class M-1 category and 
then it will go to the Village Board for Ordinance approval.   
 
Trustee Gjaja asked if the pre-existing liquor license was voided for this 
location. 
 
Mr. Stein said yes.  He said that Nick’s Bar & Grill surrendered their liquor 
license when they closed the location and an Ordinance was subsequently 
approved decreasing the Class M-1 Liquor Licenses to 2.  He said there are 
no liquor license transfers allowed from one entity to another. 
 
Trustee Sullivan asked if this class of license was for all liquor, not just beer 
and wine.   
 
Mr. Stein said that was correct and that Class M-1 is the largest liquor 
license classification in the Village.  He said this is one where there can be 
a bar where liquor is consumed without the sale of food; however, food must 
be offered.  He said the sale of packaged beer and wine in this class is also 
allowed to be consumed off-premises in a carryout type of service.  He said 
liquor is not allowed to be taken off-premises, just packaged beer and wine.  
 
Mr. Michael Clarke thanked the Committee for hearing his application.  He 
said he is the owner of Pit & Tap, which he has been working on bringing to 
the community for a few years.   He said Pit & Tap will be a Texas-style 
barbeque eating and drinking establishment serving brisket, pulled pork and 
ribs.  He said they will offer 20 draft beers on tap; but no bottles or cans.  
He said they will carry a small but precise wine list by both glass and bottle 
and barbeque-centric mixed drinks to compliment the smokiness of the 
menu.  He said there will be a full bar with extended seating for 14 and they 
will have open counter seating overlooking the new downtown streetscape.  
He said it is an open-air restaurant and they have been granted outdoor 
seating.  He said he anticipates having seating for 32 outside on four-tops 
with umbrellas and seating inside for 81.  He said the restaurant is owned 
by himself (majority partner) with other investors holding no more than 1.4% 
of the business.  He said the opening is imminent, but they are at the mercy 
of the supply chain.  He said windows, the bar, counters and windows are 
being installed.  He said then they will begin to paint.  He said this will wrap 
up quickly, as they would like to take advantage of the summer.  He said he 
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is a Wilmette resident.  He said he has been in the restaurant business for 
a long time.  He was in Los Angeles for many years and became fatigued 
in the industry, so he moved back to Illinois.  He said he is originally from 
Palatine, but once they moved to Wilmette, he fell in love with it.  He said 
being a part of the community as a member of the Boards of hockey teams 
and the schools, he got an itch to bring the restaurant to the community.  He 
said his goal is to bring a restaurant that feels like a part of Wilmette.  He 
said all his investors are Wilmette residents and he has tried to use 
exclusively Wilmette vendors.  He said his attorney and accountant are also 
from Wilmette.  He said they are excited to bring this restaurant to the 
community and hopes they are a place that everyone feels is “their” place 
to come with their families.  He said the hours will be food service until 8 
p.m. and bar hours on Fridays and Saturdays will be until midnight.  He said 
the other days will be shorter.  He said it will depend on what is happening 
on a given night.  He said the packaged goods has become a big thing 
during COVID as well as carryout.  He said they are anxious to have wine 
and the like to go with the food.  He asked for clarification on his ability to 
sell cocktails to go.   
 
Mr. Stein said they are looking to amend the Village Code regarding 
cocktails to go.  He said the Emergency Declaration is currently allowing 
cocktails to go and delivery of alcohol on a temporary basis.  He said the 
State has this as well.  He said once the Emergency Declaration is over, the 
law will need to be changed.  He said there is a current bill to allow for this; 
however, he doesn’t know how fast they will vote on it.  However, he said 
the Village is going to be discussing this topic.  He said right now, it is 
allowed due to the Emergency Declaration. 
 
Trustee Sullivan asked if his hours were in line with Nick’s Bar & Grill or 
Valley Lodge.   
 
Mr. Clarke said his hours are consistent with Valley Lodge.   
 
Trustee Barrow said this application is entirely in order and thinks the 
restaurant will be a great addition. He said he is looking forward to its 
opening.  He asked what kind of smoker he is using. 
 
Mr. Clarke said the smoker is an all wood burning smoker, fabricated in 
Mesquite, Texas.  He said it was delivered on a flatbed and a crane was 
required to move it, as it weighs over 3 tons.  He said it’s in the center of the 
restaurant and is the showpiece of the entire Pit & Tap.  He said they had 
to specially shore up the floor to hold it.  He said it’s an Oiler and they call it 
“Big Earl,” after Earl Campbell of the Houston Oilers.   
 
Trustee Barrow asked if they would have staff at the restaurant 24-hours a 
day. 
 
Mr. Clarke said the first shift starts at 3 a.m.  He said this is the prepping 
staff that will be in that hour.  He said in theory there could be a time where 
there is an hour where no staff would be on-site. 
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Trustee Barrow asked what his wood of choice is.   
 
Mr. Clarke said post oak is his first choice.  He said if you come at 6 p.m. 
for dinner, you will see the post oak being loaded and that later cherry is 
loaded for the ribs. 
 
Trustee Sullivan said he agrees with Trustee Barrow that the application is 
in great order and he is excited for the restaurant to open.   
 
Trustee Gjaja asked if there was a separate application for the outdoor 
seating service. 
 
Mr. Stein concurred and said that application is being handled 
administratively.  He said the Village Code allows outdoor seating with strict 
limitations.  He said Mr. Clarke has already applied for this and his will look 
very similar to Pescadero and Valley Lodge.  He said he was not sure of the 
status, but it should be granted soon. 
 
Trustee Gjaja said she has some big meat-eaters in her family so she is 
sure they will be visiting the restaurant.  
 
She called for public comment.  There was no public comment via Teams 
or YouTube Live.   
 
Trustee Gjaja reminded everyone the vote to be taken was on a 
recommendation only to increase the number of Class M-1 licenses and 
would be going to the Village Board for final approval. 
 
Mr. Stein said the Ordinance would be on the May 25 Board agenda with a 
waiver of rules to accommodate Mr. Clarke’s projected soft opening date.   
 
No further discussion occurred. 

Upon a call of the roll the following voted on the increase to Class M-1 liquor 
licenses: 

 
Ayes Trustees Barrow, Sullivan and Gjaja. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 

 
IV. Application of Rosso Alarme Scatola, Ltd., dba Luigi’s Dress Shop for 

a new liquor license classification. 

Trustee Barrow moved to approve the application of Pit & Tap for a class 
M-1 Liquor License, seconded by Trustee Sullivan. 
 
Trustee Gjaja asked Mr. Stein for a background on the application and what 
role the Committee will play. 
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Mr. Stein said this is a different type of application than the Village normally 
sees, probably very different statewide.  He said this is related to the 
delivery of cocktails which the state legislature is voting on soon to extend 
to January 1, 2024.  He said he talked to the State Liquor Commissioner’s 
attorney and confirmed they believe this bill will be passed, as the State 
Senate already passed it 56 to 0.   
 
Mr. Stein said for this application, there is no liquor license classification to 
fit the business plan.  He said a new category would need to be created, 
which while unusual, it is not impossible, as the Village did this for Backyard 
Barbecue and Depot Nuevo when they wanted to brew their own beer.  He 
said it will be the Committee’s job to vet the license, and if it is a “yes” to 
allowing the license, the Committee will need to come up with the 
parameters, conditions and/or restrictions for license issuance.   He said the 
applicants have proposed some of their own conditions which will help to 
guide the Committee; however, discussion will be necessary to navigate the 
best outcome.  He said if the motion is approved, he will draft an Ordinance 
that would create the new category and open a license for issuance.  He 
said this is a unique business prospect in a unique location that is going 
through the Zoning process.  He said the Zoning Board of Appeals hearing 
was continued to next week due to some commissioners being absent.  He 
said the Judiciary Committee will only need to be concerned with the liquor 
license portion.   
 
Trustee Gjaja introduced Mari Rose McManus and Blair Cooke, the 
applicants.  Mr. Cooke said he is already a business owner in Wilmette, as 
he owns Alchemy Coffee House which is a few doors down from this new 
proposed venture.  He said this building which was built in 1922 or 1924 
and is beautiful with street level stores that step down.  He said he was 
thinking of operating a speak easy and calling it Luigi’s Dress Shop where 
inside there would be high-end cocktail making for delivery.  He said before 
the pandemic, he thought it would be a nice cocktail bar allowing for 10 
people at most.  He said he and his partner have finally begun the process, 
and he believes it will be a beautiful place on an otherwise dead block.  He 
said they will have canopies in the windows with mannequins clothed in 
beautiful dresses giving the illusion that the shop is a dressmaking shop for 
the rich but inside is really a cocktail factory.  He said this would be an 
appointment only business.    
 
Trustee Sullivan thanked the applicant for his description of the business, 
as he was a little perplexed by what he read in the staff memo. 
 
Ms. McManus said prohibition was nearly 100 years ago and obviously, this 
will be a legit speak easy that is located in a building with a beautiful exterior 
but on the inside, Blair will be making high-end cocktails for delivery.   She 
said they are also proposing limited inside shop tastings for no more than 
8-10 people.  She said the space is too small for more than that.  She said 
this would be very community oriented.  She said she owns Exhibit in 
downtown Wilmette and a law office as well.  She said during the pandemic, 
the idea of home entertaining has taken off with people sprucing up their 
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backyards and so forth.  She said Mr. Cooke is not only an alchemist in his  
coffee shop, he is an alchemist in cocktail making with unique and special 
ingredients.  She said she has vintage cocktail glasses for these special 
drinks, and this will be a very high-end, specialized concept; it will not be 
someone coming in and walking out with a bag of Mad Dog 2020 to drink 
on the corner.  She said she thinks the community will love it. 
 
Trustee Sullivan asked if this was strictly a delivery only business or would 
it also be a cocktail lounge.   
 
Mr. Cooke said there would be tastings now and again or a class for no 
more than 10 people.   
 
Trustee Sullivan asked if there was take-out. 
 
Mr. Cooke said he is not opposed to someone picking the cocktails up. 
 
Trustee Sullivan asked who would be delivering the cocktails. 
 
Mr. Cooke said someone over 21, probably himself at the beginning. 
 
Mr. Stein said there are some restrictions currently in place for the 
temporary delivery of cocktails within the State of Illinois.  He said 
essentially, the deliverer must be BASSET certified, they must check the ID 
and verify the identity of the person receiving the cocktail, etc.  He said 
these current restrictions have been working well. 
 
Trustee Sullivan asked if they did their market research to be sure there 
was a demand for this type of business. 
 
Mr. Cooke said based on all the verbal words of support his concept has 
received, he believes everyone will love it.   
 
Trustee Barrow asked if he walked by what would he see going on inside 
the store when it’s in operation.  He also asked if there would be 
entertainment like music or anything more than the creation and 
consumption of cocktails.   
 
Mr. Cooke said he is not opposed to the idea of serving food, as he has a 
full kitchen about 200’ away at his other store.  He said when you walk by, 
you’d see beautiful gowns, draperies and European canopies.   
 
Trustee Barrow said it’s a terrific idea.  He asked if the events would be 
scheduled in advance or can someone just show up with a group. 
 
Mr. Cooke said a reservation would need to be made and they would need 
to end by 8 p.m. 
 
Ms. McManus said it would not be noisier than an average dinner party.  
She said it’s just a gathering where people can come taste different 
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cocktails and head off to dinner in Wilmette some place.  She said it would 
be an opportunity to get acquainted with the drink menu for a future 
carryout. 
 
Trustee Barrow asked if they anticipated providing entertainment.   
 
Mr. Cooke said that he was not, as it may be too loud.  He said at the very 
most, there may be a stereo playing some music. 
 
Trustee Gjaja said above the proposed space, there is residential living 
space so being mindful of wrapping up the parties at an earlier hour is 
respectful to the occupants and neighbors. 
 
She said once the Emergency Declaration is over, the delivery of cocktails 
will no longer be allowed.  She questioned Mr. Stein about approval of the 
license and not extending the ability to deliver cocktails under the 
Emergency Declaration.  She asked how that would work. 
 
Mr. Stein said they would create the category of license with the 
authorization to be able to deliver cocktails and it would be only for this 
particular category of license.  He said the discussion of cocktail delivery 
and packaged goods would be just for the restaurants and current liquor 
licensees.  He said we could do one, both or none. 
 
Trustee Gjaja said if we were to approve this, it would not be affected by 
any action the Board might take on the Emergency Declaration. 
 
Mr. Stein concurred and said if the Emergency Declaration expires, this 
license would be created for delivery, so it would be allowed.  He said the 
only thing that would be an issue is if the State does not extend the ability 
to deliver cocktails.  He said the Liquor Control Commissioner’s attorney 
has said all indications are that this bill will pass. 
 
Trustee Gjaja asked if our home rule authority would supersede this if the 
State doesn’t extend it. 
 
Mr. Stein said, no.  He said Luigi’s Dress Shop will need a state and local 
liquor license so if the State does not extend the ability to deliver cocktails, 
we cannot supersede that. 
 
Trustee Gjaja said there is no guarantee the State will extend this ability. 
 
Mr. Stein concurred.   
 
Mr. Cooke said that it is not much of a concern if it does not work out 
because he is also working on a scone operation from the store so if it 
doesn’t work, it’s an easy transfer to have the scone factory there instead 
of somewhere else. 
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Trustee Gjaja asked if this license would include the sale of beer and 
cocktails. 
 
Mr. Stein said if it was drafted based on the application today, it would be 
for cocktails only that are drafted on site. 
 
Trustee Gjaja said this sounds like a lovely business.  She said she would 
be concerned about what this will open the door to allow in the Village going 
forward if this was approved.  She asked if a nail salon wanted to start 
serving cocktails to people coming in for a manicure at 4 p.m., could they 
do that. 
 
Mr. Stein said each license is specific to the licensee.  He said it is not like 
business licensing where there is no limit to the number of licenses the 
Village can issue.  He said there is a very specific finite number for each 
class of liquor license and that no one has an absolute right to come in and 
obtain a liquor license.  He said in this situation, the Ordinance will be 
crafted to keep the limitations specific to this business.  He said there is 
state law that says you may not offer liquor sales in relation to another 
commercial activity without a liquor license.  He said a nail salon without a 
liquor license could not offer an alcoholic beverage under state or local law.  
He said if a nail salon wanted a liquor license, they would need to go through 
this process and the Judiciary Commission would have the right to deny it. 
 
Trustee Gjaja asked if this would be the first license to offer alcohol without 
food sales. 
 
Mr. Stein agreed and said this is the only one that he can think of.  He said 
one issue that has always come up is that Wilmette has a “no tavern policy,” 
whereby food must be offered in conjunction with the sale of alcohol.  He 
said the Wilmette Harbor Club, the Bottle Shop and the Wilmette Wine 
Cellar all had to offer some type of food service.  He said those are 
packaged goods stores serving tastings, while this is a delivery service 
providing tastings.  He said it would be unique where it would be crafted 
where another tavern could not come in.  He said if Luigi’s was expanding 
their offerings to beer or wine received from a distributor, he would 
recommend a denial on that, but that’s not what Luigi’s has applied for. 
 
Trustee Gjaja asked why he would deny that. 
 
Mr. Stein said because then it would clearly be a tavern and the Village has 
a no tavern policy. He said if you are buying a bottle of your favorite whiskey 
to consume on-site without food, that is a tavern.  He said Wilmette’s policy 
could change if that is what the Board wanted.      
 
Trustee Barrow asked Mr. Cooke and Ms. McManus how this does not 
morph into a social club where people simply come to drink.   
 
Mr. Cooke said they would not let that happen.  He said if the rules are that 
you cannot do that, they will not do it.   
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Ms. McManus said he will have a listing of the special cocktails that will 
need to be thought out in advance.  She said we will not be mixing up your 
average drinks.  She said it’s meant to be very bespoke and the hours are 
very limited.  She said if you are coming in for an event, you need to reserve 
in advance.  She said they will not be able to just come in and order a drink.  
She said it is a place one would come in, have a drink and head out for 
dinner.   
 
Trustee Barrow asked if conditions can be put into the Ordinance.   
 
Mr. Stein answered yes and said one of the things he suggested putting in 
the ordinance is limiting the hours and having a reservation book to log 
appointments and that book would be made available for Village inspection 
as necessary.  He said it could also be limited to a few days a week or fewer 
hours, etc. He said the Ordinance can be crafted with limitations.  He said 
this will not be a 7-day a week full business.   
 
Trustee Barrow asked what days and times the applicants were proposing.  
 
Mr. Cooke said they proposed to be closed Monday and Tuesday with 
Wednesday to Sunday to be open 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
 
Trustee Gjaja asked if the applicants had seen the proposed criteria for 
conditions in the Ordinance such as limiting the hours/days of operation and 
the number of people allowed in the store for a tasting.  She asked if 
reservations would need to be made a minimum of 24 hours in advance and 
then reiterated the cocktails would need to be made and packaged on site.  
She asked if there were any times of the year or special holidays where 
business operations would not be allowed. 
 
Mr. Cooke said other than the usual holidays, he does not foresee any other 
days.   
 
Ms. McManus said if there are any holy days where it would be offensive to 
the community, they would not operate the tastings on those days.   
 
Trustee Gjaja said there are many holidays that people celebrate, and she 
believes the business owners would be sensitive to the needs of the 
community regarding those. 
 
Trustee Barrow said the operation as described to seem to be of so little 
impact that he feels that concern is small. 
 
Trustee Sullivan concurred with Trustee Gjaja about business owners being 
sensitive to religious holidays and the community.  He said he knows these 
two business owners and feels they are doing the right thing for the 
community and will continue to do so. 
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Mr. Stein said the motion on the table is to draft an Ordinance allowing this 
business with the limitations discussed.  He said this will be a slightly longer 
process than the M-1 Classification so he will probably have something by 
early June.  He said hopefully it would mean the license would be approved 
by the end of the month.   
 
Trustee Gjaja said there are some zoning issues to work through as well.   
 
Mr. Stein said once the license is provided, the State license will need to be 
obtained. 
 
Trustee Gjaja called for public comment. 
 
There was no public comment via Teams or YouTube Live. 
 
No further discussion occurred. 

Upon a call of the roll the following voted on approval of the drafting of an 
Ordinance creating a new class of liquor license for Luigi’s Dress Shop: 

 
Ayes Trustees Barrow, Sullivan and Gjaja. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 

 
V. Amendments to Chapter 10 (Liquor Control) of the Village Code. 
  
 Trustee Sullivan made a motion to recommend approval of an Ordinance 

amending the Village Code (Liquor Control), seconded by Trustee Barrow. 
 
 Mr. Stein said there are a few components being reviewed for changes and 

the Committee will look at each one at a time.  He said the motion here is a 
recommendation to draft an Ordinance to make any agreed upon 
amendments to the Village Code.  He said the Ordinance would then be 
shared with Chair of the Committee before it goes to the Village Board. 

 
 Mr. Stein said the first issue is the topic of alcohol delivery of packaged 

goods as well cocktails.     He said currently the delivery of packaged goods 
in Illinois is allowed.  He said Wilmette has some control on what we want 
to do as long as it is not inconsistent with the Liquor Control Act.  He said 
the act basically says who can deliver what.  He said this means people 
over 21 and third parties like Door Dash and Grub Hub are now allowed.  
He said Wilmette can say no to third party delivery services.  He said his 
recommendation is that we have been doing this and through the 
Emergency Declaration, restaurants can deliver.  He said he spoke to Police 
Chief Kyle Murphy and there has been no increase in crime and no increase 
in underaged drinking.  He said this is very regulated and most licensees 
know their license would be in jeopardy if they were to break the laws.   

 
 Trustee Sullivan asked if the restaurants want this delivery service and if 

this option is important to them. 
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 Mr. Stein said he has had feedback that they want to continue doing this.  

He said gratitude has been expressed for being granted the ability to do this 
during the pandemic. They said it has really helped.  He said the proposal 
is to make this a permanent part of our laws.   

 
 He said the cocktail delivery law is fairly new as the State allowed it later 

into the pandemic and gave it a trial period of one year.  He said there were 
specific conditions regarding the containers, the volume of liquor and the 
labeling.  He said he thinks this portion of the delivery service is more 
important to the restaurants than the packaged delivery, as the cocktail 
delivery has been very well received by the community as well as statewide.  
He said he thinks this service may slow down as the pandemic is winding 
down, but the restaurants still want the ability to provide the service.  Mr. 
Stein said his recommendation would be to do this, as we have proven that 
it can be successful, and the businesses have asked for it.  He said he 
recommends limiting the service to Class A-1, B-1, C-B-1, C-1 and M-1 
licenses, which are all different sized restaurants that are currently 
delivering liquor.  He said currently, for the M-1 license, you can walk in and 
buy a bottle of wine to go with your carryout order.  He said this ability has 
been on the books for 10 years.   

 
 Trustee Gjaja asked what businesses would be excluded from being able 

to do this. 
 
 Mr. Stein said it would basically be club and theater licenses. 
 
 Trustee Gjaja asked if Westmoreland, Michigan Shores or any other private 

club could be included?   
 
 Mr. Stein said no because they are private clubs.  He said that he does not 

believe they have been delivering bottles of wine during the pandemic. 
 
 Trustee Gjaja said they have been allowing people to pick up alcohol. 
 
 Mr. Stein said that was allowed during the Emergency Declaration.  He said 

when that is no longer in effect, they will not be able to do that anymore.   
 
 Trustee Gjaja asked why we would exclude them. 
 
 Mr. Stein said we do not have to exclude them.  He said they could expand 

the club licenses, but they would only deliver to members.  
 
 Mr. Stein said currently you cannot purchase a bottle of wine to go cheaper 

than you would at the store.  He said there is generally a markup to liquor 
in a restaurant versus a store.  He said he thinks that should be kept to allow 
the marketplace to regulate this. He said they do not want to turn 
restaurants into packaged liquor stores. 
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 He said all the current conditions in place like delivery services must be 
BASSET trained and over 21, etc. 

 
 Trustee Sullivan thanked Mr. Stein for his explanation and said his main 

issue is he is not sure delivering cocktails is the right thing to do.  He said 
he does not have a fundamental concern, it’s personal.   

 
 Mr. Stein said the other condition will be that a person cannot order just 

liquor to be delivered (other than Luigi’s Dress Shop).  He said food must 
also be ordered.  He said it will be complimentary to the sale of food. 

 
 Trustee Sullivan said it has not been an issue through the pandemic and it 

is a nice benefit to the liquor license holders. 
 
 Mr. Stein said if the Board wants a trial period, that is an option as well.   
 
 Trustee Sullivan said it is very regulated and the police are out there doing 

their jobs.  He said if an issue arises, it can always come back to the Village 
Board. 

 
 Trustee Barrow said this has worked very well and he does not see why it 

wouldn’t continue to work well.  He said there may be less demand for it in 
the future, but the marketplace will determine that.  He said they have not 
seen this abused.  He said if there were problems, we would have seen 
them before now.  He said he thinks we should encourage our businesses 
and restaurants to do what they do well, and he is entirely in favor. 

 
 Trustee Gjaja said people are posting pictures of their meal and cocktails 

on social media so she thinks this there is a niche here in Wilmette for this 
market.   

 
 Trustee Barrow said he ordered margaritas from Depot Nuevo and they 

were very good. 
 
 Trustee Gjaja said the Board is interested in supporting the Wilmette 

businesses to any extent possible that makes sense for the community.  
She said if we see a problem, Trustees can bring this back for re-evaluation. 

 
 Mr. Stein said that can be done.  He said if we see a particular problem, it 

can be tracked and addressed.  He said he tracks these violations and has 
not seen an uptick in issues since the delivery service has started. 

 
 He then clarified that places like Jewel and CVS, who are already able to 

sell liquor for carryout and delivery, will be able to remain providing that to 
their customers. 

 
 Trustee Gjaja asked if the Ordinance would be for delivery and takeout. 
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 Mr. Stein said it would but that packaged goods are already a takeout. He 
used Jewel as an example. He said now the difference will be making the 
delivery permanent.   

 
 Trustee Gjaja said she was referring to the restaurants.  
 
 Mr. Stein said that this Ordinance amendment would mean that restaurants 

could do takeout or delivery for alcohol.   
 
 Trustee Gjaja asked if this would include the private clubs who are already 

allowing pickups.  She asked if they would then be able to do delivery. 
 
 Mr. Stein said he could add that into the Ordinance to give them the ability 

to do that.  He said he recommends charging them $100 more like the other 
takeout licenses. 

 
 Trustee Sullivan agreed and said he did not know that Michigan Shores and 

Westmoreland were not a part of this.  He said if they do not want it, they 
can turn it down.   

 
 Mr. Stein said he has the direction needed to go ahead and expand the 

Liquor Code to allow for the delivery of cocktails and packaged liquor.   
 
 Mr. Stein moved onto the next component which was regarding growlers 

and crowlers.  He said the State law used to be that a growler or crowler 
could only be filled with beer that was brewed on-site.  He said that has 
changed to allow anyone with a tap to fill growlers/crowlers with whatever 
is on tap.  He said he does not see reason why we should not allow this. He 
said Backyard Barbecue has made a request to add more taps to include 
beer they do not brew on-site.  He said the containers must be sealed and 
the same liquor laws still apply that you can either drink it on-site or on your 
own private property.  He said he does not view this as being different than 
buying wine.  He said the difference is the vessel.  He said he recommends 
expanding our liquor code to allow this.   

 
 Trustee Sullivan asked to confirm that he could take his own growler to 

Valley Lodge and get it filled with whatever is on tap.   
 
 Mr. Stein concurred. 
 
 Trustee Gjaja asked if you can bring your own growler.   
 
 Mr. Stein said you can but that they have to sanitize and seal it before you 

bring it back home.   
 
 Trustee Gjaja asked if they recycle growlers/crowlers.  
 
 Mr. Stein said it is more like when you come in to get a growler/crowler filled, 

you turn in the old one and they give you a new one similar to when you buy 
a propane tank of gas for your barbeque. 
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 Trustee Barrow asked if the current Ordinance only applied to growlers. 
 
 Mr. Stein concurred and said the crowler is new and has also been 

addressed by the State law. He said the crowler is a large 32 ounce can 
that requires a special machine to seal it.  

 
 Trustee Barrow asked if a crowler was just a small growler. 
 
 Mr. Stein said a crowler is just a large can (32 oz.), which is smaller than a 

growler. 
 
 Mr. Stein said he had clear direction on expanding the liquor licensees that 

have beer on tap.   
 
 Trustee Gjaja said she wants to allow this for the private clubs as well. 
 
 Mr. Stein concurred. 
 
 Mr. Stein then talked about the sale of hard seltzers.  He said Illinois has 

not yet defined the hard seltzers in the liquor code and that Wilmette liquor 
code defines beer and wine.  He said liquor licensees who want to sell the 
seltzers are not allowed at this time.  He said we could define the hard 
seltzers and allow beer and wine only licensees to sell them.  

 
 Trustee Gjaja asked if restaurants could serve hard seltzers now.   
 
 Mr. Stein said currently, only licensees with more than just a beer and wine 

license can sell them.   
 
 Trustee Gjaja asked if this proposed change meant that beer and wine 

licensees would then be able to sell the seltzers.   
 
 Mr. Stein concurred. 
 
 Mr. Stein then discussed the last component stating this was a request from 

a resident and not any of the Wilmette businesses.  He said the request is 
to allow packaged liquor sales after 10 p.m. until midnight.  He said he talked 
with Chief Murphy and researched surrounding communities. He said 
Skokie sells until midnight, but Glencoe and Kenilworth do not.  He said he 
and Chief Murphy do not see the need for the sale after 10 p.m., but if the 
Committee would be in favor, he believes some analysis and public input 
would need to be garnered.   

 
 Trustee Sullivan said if he orders a hamburger and a six-pack of beer at 11 

p.m. from Valley Lodge, he can get that delivered but he cannot go into 
Jewel to buy beer after 10 pm.   

 
 Mr. Stein concurred. 
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 Trustee Sullivan said it is really just Jewel and CVS.  He said if no stores 
are advocating for this, he does not see the need to change anything. 

 
 Mr. Stein said he has not received requests for this and questions whether 

being the only place our northern neighbors could buy alcohol after 10 p.m. 
is a good thing. 

 
 Trustee Barrow said beside a modest increase in sales tax revenue from 

extending the sales hours, there is not much public or business interest in 
this.  He said there is potential for additional issues of abuse of alcohol 
behavior that comes for additional hours.  He said if there was a demand 
for this from our residents or businesses, he would be supportive.  He does 
not see any upside for the residents or the Village. He does not see a very 
strong reason to change. 

 
 Trustee Sullivan agreed and said the businesses have not been asking for 

this. He said they may have to change their staffing levels to accommodate 
the change as well.   

 
 Trustee Gjaja said if this were to be considered, public input from residents 

and the businesses would be needed before a decision could be made.  She 
said it might be helpful to direct staff to do some research to see if the 
retailers really want to do this or have the interested parties bring 
information from these retailers in support of making this change.   

 
 Trustee Sullivan concurred and said doing this might close the loop and 

satisfy the question of whether there is interest.   
 
 Mr. Stein agreed and said Business Development Coordinator Lucas 

Sivertsen could poll the retailers and see if there is interest.  If there is, he 
would come back to the Committee to discuss the next steps which may 
include public input.   

 
 Trustee Gjaja said it would be good to make the initial inquiry to the retailers 

for feedback.   
 
 Mr. Stein concurred and said he would confer with staff to get this done.   
 
 Trustee Barrow asked if any of the affected businesses knew of the 

Judiciary Committee’s meeting today. 
 
 Mr. Stein said that they were not informed because he wanted to come to 

the Committee first and get direction.  
  
 Trustee Gjaja said she thinks we take the first step of an initial inquiry and 

then regroup. 
 
 Mr. Stein concurred. 
 
 There was no public comment via Teams or YouTube Live. 
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 There was no further discussion on the topic. 
 
 Mr. Stein said he has the direction he needs to proceed and called the roll 

on the vote. 
 

Upon a call of the roll the following voted on drafting amendments to 
Chapter 10 of the Liquor Code: 

 
Ayes Trustees Barrow, Sullivan and Gjaja. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 

 
VI. New Business. 

 Trustee Sullivan asked if there was a backlog of items for the Judiciary 
Committee. 

 Mr. Stein said it is not really a backlog, just some pending items that will be 
forthcoming regarding some new liquor licenses currently in the conceptual 
phase. 

VII. Public Comment. 

 There was no public comment. 

VIII. Adjournment 

Trustee Sullivan moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Trustee 
Barrow.   

Ayes Trustees Barrow, Sullivan and Gjaja. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 
 

Trustee Gjaja declared the meeting adjourned at 10:37 a.m. 

    Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Jeffrey Stein,  
Corporation Counsel 



 

 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  June 9, 2021 

TO:  Village Board Judiciary Committee 

SUBJECTS:  Smashed Radish (DBA Fat Shallot), for a new class liquor license    

FROM:  Jeffrey M. Stein, Corporation Counsel  
 
BUDGET IMPACT:  None 
 

 
Background 

Smashed Radish, DBA Fat Shallot (“Applicant”) has submitted an application for a new liquor license 
to serve alcoholic liquor for on-site consumption at the snack shop located at Gillson Beach.   

The Applicant’s proposed business plan is to allow for the sale of limited alcoholic liquors (canned beer, 
single serve wine, and alcoholic “slushee” drinks) along with the sale of food items (sandwiches, sides, 
snacks).  The Applicant has a license agreement with the Wilmette Park District to operate this business 
at Gillson Beach from Memorial Day to Labor Day of 20211.  The Applicant is proposing the alcohol 
service hours be as follows: 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday Noon to 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Noon to 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday Noon to 8:00 p.m. 

Friday Noon to 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday Noon to 8:00 p.m. 

Sunday Noon to 7:00 p.m. 

 

Discussion 

Sale of Alcoholic Beverages at the Beach 

The concept proposed by the Applicant is similar to many of the other on-site consumption licenses the 
Village has granted.  The Applicant is essentially operating a restaurant and asking for the sale of 
alcoholic beverages like most other Village restaurants.  The substantial difference between current 
Village licenses and the proposed concept is the location of the snack shop and layout of the food 
service and table area.  As such, there are certain regulations that should be discussed and included in 
the license if one should be granted.  

 
1 The Applicant has been granted four (4) temporary liquor licenses for the next four (4) consecutive weekends currently  

Judiciary Committee 
Memorandum 
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The snack shop is located at Gillson Beach, just west of the swim beach fence area.  The Applicant is 
proposing to not have regular seating service with wait staff, but rather, a walk-up style snack shop.  
The proposal is for patrons to order their food and/or beverages and relocate to nearby patio areas.  
These are the only areas where alcoholic beverages are proposed to be allowed to be consumed.  The 
“south patio” is approximately 1,900 square feet, and the other patio is approximately 870 square feet. 
These areas are depicted in the marked aerial photograph attached to this memorandum.  Signage 
indicating that alcoholic beverages may not be brought outside of the patio areas will be placed at the 
exits of the patio areas.   

The Park District currently holds a Class F liquor license with the Village for the sale of alcoholic liquor 
at the Park District Golf Club.  The Village Code provision for the Class F liquor license allows the Liquor 
Control Commissioner to reissue that same license to an entity under contract with the Park District to 
perform such restaurant type services.  The Class F liquor license is specific to the Park District Golf 
Club, but could easily be modified to address the similar relationship the Applicant and the Park District 
have at Gillson Beach.  The current license fee for a Class F license is a $1,000.00.   

Upon the recommendation of the Judiciary Committee, an ordinance can be drafted allowing the Park 
District to either directly or through a contract, offer the sale of liquor at Gillson Beach: 

1. from Memorial Day to Labor Day of each year; 
2. at the times proposed above; 
3. to be consumed on-site in marked designated areas; 
4. for a fee amount of $500.00 (this license is for only half the year unlike the Class F license); 
5. that is transferrable upon the Liquor Control Commissioner’s authority (when such applicants 

qualify to receive such a license). 

Because of timing, if this license is recommended, the ordinance to be placed on the agenda for the 
next Village Board meeting will also request a waiver of rules so the license can be issued as soon as 
possible.    

Conclusion 

Since there are no liquor license classifications fitting the business plan of the Applicant, in order for the 
Village President as Local Liquor Commissioner to issue a license, there must be one created and then 
one made available. The Village Board is the body that determines whether to create additional 
categories as well as available licenses. The Judiciary Committee's action is recommendatory. 

The application and supporting materials by the Fat Shallot are attached. The Applicant is also expected 
to be present at the Judiciary Committee meeting to answer any questions. 

Documents Attached 

1. Application for Village of Wilmette Liquor License (with personal information redacted). 
2. Aerial Photograph of the patio seating area. 
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Meeting Date: June 9, 2021 
 

To:          Village Board Judiciary Committee  
 

From:  Michael Braiman, Village Manager 
 

Subject:  Outdoor Dining Structures  
 

Background 

At the May 25, 2021 Village Board meeting, Ordinance #2021-O-20 was introduced to codify 
expanded outdoor dining practices that were put in place during the course of 2020 in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The purpose of the Ordinance was to proactively implement 
business friendly initiatives that are responsive to changing business and customer desires 
because of the pandemic. The ordinance, scheduled for adoption on June 8, will: 

 

• Allow outdoor dining year-round  

• Allow expanded dining on the frontage of neighboring businesses upon approval from 
the Community Development Director 

 

Removed from the Ordinance at the request of Trustee Kennedy was a provision to allow staff 
to permit temporary structures such as igloos and greenhouses for the purposes of outdoor 
dining during the winter. This component has been referred to the Judiciary Committee for 
further consideration. 

 

Discussion 

During this past winter, two restaurants installed temporary structures in the right-of-way to 
facilitate outdoor dining: 

 

• Pescadero - Igloos along Wilmette Avenue; these were removed after they collapsed 
due to heavy snowfall 

• Napolita - Greenhouses along Central Avenue; these remained in place and were 
popular with customers throughout the winter 

 

The initial staff recommendation was to continue allowing such structures upon the approval 
of the Community Development Director. As part of the recommendation, the following 
requirements would apply: 

 

 



• ADA requirements must be adhered to which ensures that there is a minimum four-foot 
clearance along the public sidewalk, five-feet being preferable 

• The Fire Department and Community Development Department would review any 
heating and/or electrical sources 

• Temporary structures would only be permitted on the Village right-of-way where outdoor 
dining was previously approved 

• The restaurant would be required to submit a permit application for the temporary dining 
structures annually  

• The outdoor dining license may be revoked at anytime by Village Staff  

• Tents or other structures on private property (such as the Sophia Steak tent application 
to the Village Board which as approved but ultimately not constructed) would still require 
a Temporary Use Permit approved by the Village Board 

 

In addition to the above requirements, staff recommends that the Village establish a timeframe 
during which temporary structures may be in the public right-of-way for the purposes of outdoor 
dining as this is not intended to be a year-round feature. A recommended timeframe would be 
October – March with the flexibility for the Community Development Director to allow structures 
to remain in place past March on a week-by-week basis depending on the weather. 

  

If the Judiciary Committee believes a more robust permitting and review process is necessary, 
staff recommends utilizing the expertise of the Appearance Review Commission (ARC). 
Through the ARC, the Village could establish a two-pronged approach for the review and 
approval of temporary structures: 

 

1. Work with the Appearance Review Commission (ARC) to create a pre-approved 
specification which could then be installed by restaurants upon approval from 
Village staff 

 

2. If a non-pre-approved structure is sought by a restaurant, require an application 
be made to the Appearance Review Commission for review and approval 

 

a. Such review would require a site plan drawn to scale, manufacturer 
specifications for the structure, and details on other components such as 
lighting 

 

Next Steps 

If the Committee is comfortable with the staff-led process outlined above, an Ordinance can 
be introduced at a future Village Board meeting for discussion. 

 

Should the Committee wish to utilize the Appearance Review Commission as outlined above, 
staff would present the topic at the next ARC meeting and work with the Commission to develop 
appropriate standards. 




