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BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE: Land Use Committee and Special Zoning Committee 
DATE OF MEETING: February 24, 2021 
NAMES OF MEMBERS AND STAFF: 
Members Present: Chairman Peter Barrow, Trustee Kathy Dodd, and Trustee Senta Plunkett 
Members Absent: None 
Staff Present:  Michael Braiman, Village Manager, Jeff Stein, Corporation Counsel, Erik Hallgren, 
Assistant Village Manager, John Adler, Director of Community Development, Kyle Murphy, Police 
Chief, Peter Skiles, Director of Administrative Services, Lucas Sivertsen, Business Development 
Coordinator, Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 

AGENDA 

2021-SZC-01   Review of Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance to determine the appropriate zoning 
districts and other regulations for cannabis business establishments and medical cannabis 
dispensaries  
 
Chairman Barrow explained that the Committee was not going to make a decision on whether recreational 
cannabis dispensaries should be allowed in Wilmette; instead the purpose of the Committee’s work is to 
provide context for the Village Board’s consideration of recreational cannabis dispensaries in Wilmette. 
The meeting on February 24 was for the Committee to discuss Wilmette’s commercial areas and 
determine if there was a location(s) that deserved further consideration at a future meeting.  
 
Chairman Barrow said Mr. Braiman would lead the Committee through a review of all the Village’s 
commercial areas and discuss the factors that staff considered when recommending that an area be 
eliminated from recreational cannabis sales consideration. Closeness to residential properties and schools 
(walking routes) as well as impacts on parking and traffic were the most important factors identified by 
staff after reviewing recreational cannabis locations elsewhere in the area. Trustee Dodd said that while 
she understands how the factors were developed, she has heard from residents who would like to see a 
dispensary in locations that don’t meet that criteria. She felt that Wilmette is unique and where other 
communities may have many locations that meet the criteria, maybe the chosen factors eliminate too 
many sites. There was additional discussion about the recommended factors and the Committee 
determined they were the most appropriate way to start the discussion. 
 
Mr. Braiman presented each commercial area separately. All areas except Edens Plaza had at least one 
factor that did not clearly meet the established criteria. Trustee Dodd said she talked to an industry expert 
who felt that Plaza del Lago may be a good location for a dispensary given that persons 65 or older are 
the demographic most likely to use cannabis for health-related issues. The Committee discussed all the 
areas in relation to the established criteria and it was determined that at this time staff would compile 
additional information regarding Edens Plaza for a future meeting. The owner of Edens Plaza, leasing 
and retail experts, Loyola Academy, and surrounding property owners would be invited to the next 
meeting and staff will conduct public outreach through e-news and social media. 
 
The next meeting is likely to be scheduled in April. 
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New Business 
 
There was no new business. 

Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment. 

PERSON PREPARING SUMMARY: John Adler, Director of Community Development 


