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BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE: Land Use Committee and Special Zoning Committee 

DATE OF MEETING: October 11, 2021 

NAMES OF MEMBERS AND STAFF: 

Members Present: Chair Peter Barrow, Trustee Kathy Dodd, and Trustee Gina Kennedy 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present:  John Adler, Director of Community Development 

AGENDA 

2021-SZC-04 - Review of an Amendment to the Wilmette Zoning Ordinance to amend the definition 

of a medical cannabis dispensary organization, remove medical cannabis dispensaries as a Special Use 

in the GC-1, General Commercial Business District, and add medical cannabis dispensaries as a 

Special Use in the PCD-1, General Commercial Business District 

 

Mr. Adler explained that because the zoning ordinance was recently amended to allow as a special use 

the retail sale of cannabis in the PCD-1 district, it made sense to staff to review removing the sale of 

medical cannabis as a special use in the GC-1 district. Mr. Adler siad when the special use for medical 

cannabis was created in the GC-1 district, the Village was required to allow medical cannabis dispensaries 

to be located somewhere in the Village. Given the distance requirements from schools and daycares that 

the state required at that time, the GC-1 district was determined as the best location for medical cannabis 

dispensaries to be allowed as a special use. Now that the Village has done a more in-depth look at where 

it is most appropriate to locate retail cannabis dispensaries, staff is recommending that the medical 

dispensary special use be removed from the GC-1 district and added to the PCD-1 district.  

 

Mr. Adler said that the definition of medical cannabis dispensary needs to be amended to remove the 

distance requirements as they are no longer part of the state law. Mr. Adler said it was also staff’s 

understanding that the majority of the Village Board desired to only have one cannabis dispensary 

permitted in the Village at this time. Limiting cannabis dispensary special uses to the PCD-1 district 

would accomplish that.  

 

Trustee Dodd said she viewed medical cannabis dispensaries like a pharmacy and did not see the need to 

remove it from the GC-1 district. The Committee discussed how medical cannabis dispensaries wouldn’t 

have the same traffic and parking issues that a retail dispensary may have. Trustee Kennedy agreed with 

Trustee Dodd. Chair Barrow felt medical dispensaries should be limited to the same zoning district as 

retail dispensaries given the amount of discussion that took place regarding appropriate locations for 

cannabis dispensaries. Trustee Dodd felt that the recent discussions centered around retail cannabis sales 

and not medical sales. Trustee Dodd pointed out a correction to the proposed amended definition of 

medical cannabis dispensary. 

 

Because committee members disagreed on whether to removed medical cannabis dispensaries as a special 

use in the GC-1 district, the committee decided to vote first on adding medical cannabis dispensaries to 

the PCD-1 district as a special use, and amending the definition of medical cannabis dispensary.   

 

Trustee Dodd moved to recommend amending the Zoning Ordinance to create a special use in the PCD-

1 district for medical cannabis dispensaries and amend the definition of medical cannabis dispensary by 
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removing the distance requirements. Seconded by Trustee Kennedy. Voting yes: Trustee Dodd, Trustee 

Kennedy, and Chair Barrow.  Voting no: None. The motion passed. 

 

Trustee Dodd moved to recommend amending the Zoning Ordinance to remove medical cannabis 

dispensaries as a special use from the GC-1 district. Seconded by Trustee Kennedy. Voting yes: Chair 

Barrow.  Voting no:  Trustee Dodd and Trustee Kennedy. The motion failed. 

2021-SZC-05 - Review of an Amendment to the Wilmette Zoning Ordinance to allow an increase in 

the height of fences permitted in the fence exemption area located along the rear of the properties on 

the 3200 block of Sprucewood Lane. 

 

Mr. Adler explained that IDOT removed landscaping along the rear of Sprucewood properties that adjoin 

Skokie Boulevard. Because of the proximity of these homes to both the on and off ramps to Edens 

Expressway and being across from Edens Plaza shopping center, the removal of the landscaping impacted 

the privacy and security of those homes. The neighbors brought this concern to the Municipal Services 

Committee (MSC) when the multi-use path was being discussed. The MSC supported a solution that would 

allow the Sprucewood neighbors to install taller fences along Skokie Boulevard.  

 

Mr. Richard Moy, 3245 Sprucewood, talked about the issues they have had with people throwing garbage 

into their rear yards and the decreased privacy since the landscaping was removed. Trustee Kennedy talked 

about the MSC having empathy for the neighbors, especially considering a multi-use path is planned to be 

installed along that portion of Skokie Boulevard. The rest of the committee agreed with the need for the 

proposed amendment. 

 

Trustee Kennedy moved to recommend amending the Zoning Ordinance to allow 8’ high fences along the 

rear lot lines of double-frontage properties on the 3200 block of Sprucewood and 3300 block of Illinois that 

adjoin Skokie Boulevard. Seconded by Trustee Dodd. Voting yes: Trustee Dodd, Trustee Kennedy, and 

Chair Barrow.  Voting no: None. The motion passed. 

 

New Business 

 

There was no new business 

Public Comment 

 

There was no public comment. 

PERSON PREPARING SUMMARY: John Adler, Director of Community Development 


