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1 This meeting was held remotely by the Municipal Services Committee of the Village Board of Trustees. The meeting was broadcast 
live at https://www.youtube.com/user/villageofwilmette/live and on Channel 6 and then published on the Village’s website. Members 
of the public were able to make public comment in advance of the meeting by emailing their comments to 
publiccomment@wilmette.com or comments could be made during the meeting through YouTube live and provided to the Village 
Board. There was also the option to participate in the meeting via a PC, mobile device, or phone.  
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1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
      

MEETING MINUTES 
 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 
  

TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2020 
6:00 P.M. 

VILLAGE HALL – BROADCAST ONLY 

(VILLAGE HALL IS CLOSED DUE TO THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S DECLARATION 
OF LOCAL DISASTER AND PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY ORDER)1 

 
 
Members Present: Trustee Dan Sullivan, Chair 
   Trustee Gina Kennedy 
   Trustee Joel Kurzman 
 
Staff Present: Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 

Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works 
Nabil Quafisheh, Director of Water Management 

   Dan Manis, P.E., Village Engineer   
   Matt Overeem, Water and Sewer Superintendent 
   Ryan Kearney, P.E., Project Manager 
     
I. CALL TO ORDER. 

Trustee Dan Sullivan, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:02 P.M. Committee 
members Trustees Gina Kennedy and Joel Kurzman were present.    

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF JANUARY 28, 2020. 

Chair Sullivan directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Municipal Services Committee meeting of January 28, 2020. 

Trustee Kennedy moved that the Committee approve the minutes. The motion 
was seconded by Trustee Kurzman. No further discussion occurred on the 
motion. The motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 
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III. CENTRAL AVENUE PRIVATE LEAD SERVICE LINE DISCUSSION 

Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works, 
summarized that the purpose of this discussion was to request Committee 
concurrence on providing water filters and lead sampling for homes affected by 
the Central Avenue Water Main Replacement Project. These actions would serve 
as an interim measure to protect residents from lead exposure and to provide the 
Village Board with more data for a future comprehensive Lead Service Water 
Policy discussion. Ms. Berger-Raish made it clear that Wilmette’s drinking water 
is safe and in compliance with all Federal, State, and Local regulations. The 
estimated cost to provide water pitchers and cartridges to Central Avenue 
residents is about $20,000; the pre- and post-construction lead sampling in this 
area will cost about $20,000. 

Chair Sullivan opened the floor to questions from the Trustees. 

Trustee Kennedy asked how staff determines the appropriate length of time to 
provide water filter cartridges. 

Matt Overeem, Water and Sewer Superintendent, explained that the filters 
should cover the service change out process, plus 30 to 45 days after. 

Brigitte Berger-Raish added that the filter cartridges last three to five months on 
average, and filters are not necessary if the testing shows lead levels lower than 
acceptable range.  

Trustee Kennedy asked if each home would be tested after construction to 
determine lead levels. 

Brigitte Berger-Raish replied that homes will be tested if the homeowner agrees 
to participate in the lead sampling program. 

Trustee Kurzman asked why this water filter and testing opportunity is only 
available now when the Village has had recent water main projects. 

Brigitte Berger-Raish replied that the opportunity is based on timing and lead 
services have not been a factor in recent water main improvements. The most 
recent replacement project, Locust Road, did not have any remaining lead 
services. The last project with lead services was Sheridan Road in 2008-2009.  

Trustee Kurzman asked why residents receive lead notice letters before water 
main work. 

Brigitte Berger-Raish explained that the lead notification letter, included with the 
meeting packet, is standard for any water main replacement or repair work. The 
purpose of the letter is to educate homeowners on the dangers of lead and to 
provide guidance on how to flush out the system after water main work is 
complete. 
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Nabil Quafisheh, Director of Water Management, added that the lead 
notifications developed over the last few years in response to the lead incident in 
Flint, Michigan. The letters ensure that water consumers are made aware of lead 
risks. 

Chair Sullivan is willing to support the filter and sampling initiative, noting that it 
would be part of the Village’s effort to provide good water, good distribution, and 
good education to residents. Chair Sullivan asked about the funding for the filters 
and lead testing, as both would be unbudgeted expenses. 

Brigitte Berger-Raish replied that the purchases would be authorized by the 
Village Manager and the funds would be sourced from reserves or savings from 
the water main improvements on Central Avenue. 

The MSC agreed that staff should move forward with the purchase of 
pitchers/cartridges and pre-/post-construction lead sampling on Central Avenue. 

Chair Sullivan opened the floor to public comment on this topic. 

Jason Morrison, 509 Central Avenue, asked about the application of the water 
filters; if the filters are just for drinking water or to filter the whole house. 

Brigitte Berger-Raish replied that the filters would be for drinking water; the filters 
would consist of a pitcher and cartridges. 

There was no further discussion on the topic.  

IV. NEIGHBORHOOD STORAGE PROJECT – PHASE 2 CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTOR 

Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works, 
summarized that staff is requesting guidance from the MSC on the contractor 
selection process for Phase 2 of the Neighborhood Storage Project (NSP). 
Brigitte Berger-Raish explained that staff is looking to waive the competitive bid 
requirement and negotiate pricing directly with the Phase 1 contractor, Berger 
Excavating Contractors, Inc. Brigitte Berger-Raish added that staff would only 
bring a formal recommendation to waive bids to the Board if the negotiated 
pricing for Phase 2 is in line with comparable bid pricing. If not, staff would 
proceed with a competitive bid process. 

Chair Sullivan noted that the Engineering team has done a terrific job with the 
NSP so far and is supportive of continuing the work with Berger Excavating if 
feasible.  

Chair Sullivan opened the floor to questions from the Trustees. 

Trustee Kennedy asked if the Village received a lot of competitive bids for Phase 
1 of the NSP. 
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Brigitte Berger-Raish replied that the Village received a total of five bids for 
Phase 1 and recalls that the bids were mostly competitive. 

Trustee Kennedy asked if Brigitte Berger-Raish is related to Berger Excavating. 

Brigitte Berger-Raish confirmed that she is not related to Berger Excavating. 

Trustee Kurzman agreed that staff should proceed with negotiations, adding that 
the Village needs to keep the NSP cohesive and moving forward in good hands. 

Trustee Kennedy agreed that staff should proceed with Berger Excavating if the 
pricing is reasonable, especially since the Phase 2 work is similar with Phase 1. 

The MSC supports the request for staff to negotiate pricing directly with Berger 
Excavating for the Phase 2 construction work. 

Chair Sullivan opened the floor to public comment on this topic. There were no 
public comments. 

There was no further discussion on the topic. 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 There was no public comment. 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

 There was no old business. 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 There was no new business. 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Sullivan asked for a motion to adjourn. Trustee Kennedy moved to adjourn 
the meeting. The motion was seconded by Trustee Kurzman. No further 
discussion occurred on the motion.  The motion carried by a unanimous voice 
vote. 

 The meeting was thereafter adjourned.  

  

 Minutes respectfully prepared by Ryan Kearney, P.E.  


