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1 This meeting was held remotely by the Municipal Services Committee of the Village Board of Trustees. The meeting was broadcast 
live at https://www.youtube.com/user/villageofwilmette/live and on Channel 6 and then published on the Village’s website. Members 
of the public were able to make public comment in advance of the meeting by emailing their comments to 
publiccomment@wilmette.com or comments could be made during the meeting through YouTube live and provided to the Village 
Board. There was also the option to participate in the meeting via a PC, mobile device, or phone.  
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1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
      

MEETING MINUTES 
 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 
  

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2020 
7:00 P.M. 

VILLAGE HALL – BROADCAST ONLY 

(VILLAGE HALL IS CLOSED DUE TO THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S DECLARATION 
OF LOCAL DISASTER AND PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY ORDER)1 

 
 
Members Present: Trustee Dan Sullivan, Chair 
   Trustee Gina Kennedy 
   Trustee Joel Kurzman 
 
Staff Present: Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works  
   Dan Manis, P.E., Village Engineer 
   Danielle Horn, P.E., Project Manager 
   Kyle Murphy, Chief of Police 
    
 
I. CALL TO ORDER. 

Trustee Dan Sullivan, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. Committee 
members Trustees Gina Kennedy and Joel Kurzman were present.    

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING OF 
JUNE 23, 2020. 

Chair Sullivan directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Municipal Services Committee meeting of June 23, 2020. 

Trustee Kennedy moved that the Committee approve the minutes. The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Kurzman. No further discussion occurred on the motion. The 
motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 
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III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MASTER BIKE AND ACTIVE 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

Ms. Brigitte Berger-Raish, Director of Engineering and Public Works, opened by 
summarizing the Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan development, 
including the Transportation Commission approved in August and the next steps 
to present to the Village Board for approval. She emphasized that this is just a 
concept plan that is a starting point, but changes are expected throughout the 
implementation stage. Village staff will return to the Transportation Commission 
annually to review the plan and will reach out to members on those blocks to 
engage and ensure there is neighborhood buy-in.  

Ms. Jacqueline Henrickson (CivilTech) and Ms. Heather Shady (Active 
Transportation Alliance) presented the plan. Ms. Shady recapped the community 
engagement and recommendation summary. She also made the distinction that 
this is not an engineering study, and relayed the benefits of having an adopted 
plan, such as applying for grants. 

ATA noted that it has seen a shift in more and more people walking and bicycling 
due to Covid-19. A summary was given of each phase of the plan development, 
including identifying priorities, refining recommendations, and presenting to the 
Transportation Commission to clarify and revise further. 

Ms. Henrickson presented the data used in developing the plan. She recapped the 
Edens Pedestrian Overpass/Underpass, as well as levels of comfort for different 
improvements.  The plan goals were recapped, along with the implementation 
prioritization. Ms. Henrickson discussed grant and other funding opportunities. 

Chair Sullivan opened the floor to questions from the Trustees.  

Trustee Kennedy remarked that the plan emphasis seems more on bicycles than 
pedestrians and asked how bikes were looked at versus pedestrians.  

Ms. Henrickson responded that bike comments were often focused on intersection 
crossing challenges, and most bike facilities also make it easier for pedestrians to 
use the roadway.  

Trustee Kennedy remarked that the plan seems to assume that all multimodal 
transportation and commuters go to the Village Hall station, but many commuters 
use the Kenilworth train station, as well as the Evanston Central Street station. 
Discussion continued regarding destinations and assumptions made in the plan 
development. Much was based on feedback from residents and community driven 
destinations. 

Trustee Kennedy mentioned that the stormwater project looked at building under 
the Edens Expressway. She inquired if there is a difference in putting storm and 
pedestrian tunnel in terms of cost and challenges. Ms. Berger-Raish replied that 
the same issues and concerns would be there.  
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Trustee Kennedy stated that she feels some of the options are impractical and that 
the knowledge from other projects should be shared. 

Trustee Kurzman stated that he does not view those things as short-comings of 
the plan, and there is value the Municipal Services Committee (MSC) can bring to 
the process. He would not want the plan to lack imagination or vision, so 
appreciates having the full array of options, even if some aren’t as feasible.  

Trustee Kennedy noted that she would not want to create false impressions of 
options on the table that are not, but should be those aspirations that fit the 
Village’s needs and are practical.  

She added there are elements that are missed regarding pedestrian issues and 
obstacles. There are some strengths, but Trustee Kennedy felt that the plan is not 
totally there yet. She emphasized that the bicyclist as well as pedestrian 
community needs to be listened to, especially less vocal groups such as those with 
mobility limitations or the elderly who cannot drive and will not be biking. She stated 
that there are improvements that need to make it safer for these groups, such as 
the Metra crossings near Green Bay or Sheridan Road.  

Trustee Kurzman stated that he believes the policy needs to change regarding 
sidewalks because it is difficult to add them where none currently exists.  

Trustee Kennedy remarked that she believes an inventory of sidewalks, where 
none currently exists or only on one side, should be referenced in the plan. She 
commented that she liked the process completed with public engagement, but it is 
harder to reach certain segments of the population. 

Chair Sullivan inquired if this should be added in here or is it something that can 
be included once it goes to the design phase. 

Ms. Berger-Raish replied that it could be looked at during the design phase and 
that Locust Road is a perfect example of the process. With the design development 
of Locust, the Village took the opportunity to improve every crossing along the 
corridor including curb extensions, high visibility crosswalks, pedestrian push-
buttons, etc., and these are all elements that are looked at when doing an 
engineering study of a roadway. The purpose of the plan is more general, and the 
plan specifically discusses typology to give more tools in the toolbox and more 
information for when the engineering study and design is developed. 

Trustee Kennedy suggested it should be called a bike plan, which is what she 
believes it currently is given the focus, and highlighted areas of the Village that she 
feels have not received adequate attention for pedestrians over the years.  

Ms. Berger-Raish commented that the Village adopted a Complete Streets Policy 
a few years ago. Its purpose is to look at multi-modal transportation when going 
through the design process.  
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Trustee Kurzman does believe some students walking to schools will benefit from 
the crossing of the Edens. Some students on West Wilmette will be driven to school 
and live within a couple of blocks, so these improvements do assist walkability. 

Chair Sullivan stated that a tunnel is probably cost-prohibitive but likes that it is 
shown as an option versus the bridge, since the plan is only conceptual. He would 
like to be able to address Trustee Kennedy’s concerns in it as well. 

Trustee Kurzman presumed the tunnel was because the Lake Street overpass was 
unable to work. He also stated that getting the kids to school has to be a priority. 
Even if the tunnel does not go forward in the end, his hope is that the Village will 
support something else that would address the needs of children getting to school 
and other commuters. 

Trustee Kurzman stated that it was disappointing to not be able to achieve a higher 
level of comfort level end to end and with connectivity across the entire Village, 
however he recognizes obstacles to that end. 

Chair Sullivan opened the floor to public comments regarding the plan at this time.   

Damon Doucet, 520 Lawler, stated that he was glad to hear about the tunnel 
because he had great concerns about it. He would support a fly-over, if necessary, 
because it addresses his concerns, such as crime, trash, safety, etc. Mr. Doucet 
believes we can make Lake and Glenview work.  

Alan Dordek, 600 block on Lawler, stated that he organized a committee of 
residents concerned about the planned bicycle paths on Lawler. He stated that the 
residents are concerned with crime. There was a teenager murdered on Briar 
associated with drugs, so he opposes an under or overpass. He does not believe 
it will be safe for kids to cross, and he does not want his street designed as a bike 
path.  

Chair Sullivan asked if there was flexibility for where the overpass/underpass 
would be placed. 

Ms. Berger-Raish replied that the consideration of placement would be done during 
the detailed design process. 

Trustee Kurzman interjected his displeasure with a comment made by someone 
earlier during the public comment where someone’s child was referenced.  He 
admonished that this behavior was inappropriate and unacceptable.    

He also expressed his concern that this one issue regarding the 
overpass/underpass would hang up to the process. He would like to proceed with 
the plan. 

Trustee Kennedy expressed her concern about how the plan is presented to the 
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Village Board. She would like to make it clear the following: That the 
overpass/underpass is not a promise but very high level concept; that the 
emphasis is more on a bike plan than for pedestrians; and that in adopting the 
plan, they are not committing to anything in it because some things are probably 
beyond the Village’s ability to do.  

Ms. Berger-Raish expressed that the plan does address pedestrians in various 
ways, including a review of gaps in sidewalks, a list of barriers to walkers, and 
presentation of intersection typologies. She does not recommend changing the title 
as it does contain many elements that address pedestrians.  

Trustee Kennedy added that the plan did not include a discussion of pedestrian 
destinations, such as the mass-transit stations, only where they bike.  

Ms. Berger-Raish explained that the sidewalk network is built out with a few 
exceptions, whereas the bike network was severely lacking in routes, so there is a 
lot more to include. The infrastructure for the pedestrians is there, and it is just a 
matter of improving it as we define priorities and continue to work at it.  

Chair Sullivan requested that the project team work on a slide for the presentation 
to the Board that would clarify these concerns.  

Trustee Kennedy motioned to move forward with the plan. Trustee Kurzman 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

IV. PETITION REVIEW FOR FILLING SIDEWALK GAP ON THE 500 BLOCK OF 
HIBBARD ROAD 

Ms. Berger-Raish introduced the item and summarized the Village Board policy to 
request sidewalks where gaps occur. She added that a petitioner came forward 
with a request and met all requirements of the policy, including 65% of 
stakeholders’ concurrence. Engineering staff conducted an analysis of necessity 
to implement and a high-level cost estimate. According to the policy, next step of 
recommendation is to bring the request to the MSC for approval, and if they 
approve, it will added to the CIP for next year. 

Chair Sullivan opened the floor for public comments. 

Eric and Kathy Stein, 521 Hibbard Road, the petitioners spoke. They expressed 
the difficulty for people with strollers and kids riding bikes to make the connection. 
They really like the changes made to the Hibbard-Skokie Road intersection and 
commented how much it improved the mobility and safety for their family and the 
community. This sidewalk gap request would help complete the loop for Avoca and 
District 39 Romona users. Bikers currently ride right over their lawn. They 
expressed that their new neighbors with young child cannot wait for the sidewalk. 
They believe this will help the community connect better. 
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Chair Sullivan and Trustees Kurzman and Kennedy expressed their support.  

Ms. Berger-Raish stated that the sidewalk would be recommended in the 2021 
budget for construction next year.  

There was no further discussion on the topic.  

V. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE VILLAGE’S MS4 NPDES PERMIT 
 
Ms. Berger-Raish gave an overview of municipal seperate sewer system (MS4) 
permitting process, which includes the storm system west of Ridge Road. The 
process includes laying out to the IEPA how the Village is meeting each aspect of 
the permit. She recapped some of those areas, and stated there are dozens of 
things reviewed with the IEPA annually to make sure the Village is handling 
stormwater properly.  

She stated that this item is being brought before committee because one 
requirement of the permit is to make sure it is reviewed annually at a public 
meeting.  No action is being requested on this topic. 

Ms. Berger-Raish noted that the Village’s brine program is one example of a simple 
thing that staff implements, which when added to snow operations reduces the salt 
load and impact to rivers and streams. The Village Board currently supports this 
effort with the manpower and equipment allocated to clean sewers and support of 
the sewer lining program all support this goal. 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

The attached comments were received after the MSC meeting and were not part 
of the original MSC meeting packet. 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business. 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

Trustee Kennedy moved to adjourn the meeting. Trustee Kurzman seconded the 
motion. The motion carried by a unanimous vote ending the meeting at 8:43 PM. 
 

Minutes respectfully prepared by Danielle Horn, P.E.  
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