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MINUTES OF THE MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 
14, 2007 AT 6:00 PM IN THE SECOND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL, 1200 
WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091  
 
Members Present:  Trustee Mari Terman, Chairperson  
    Trustee Alan Swanson  
    Trustee Karen Spillers 
          

Members Absent:   None 
 
Staff Present:  Michael J. Earl, Village Manager 

Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering Services  
  Jorge Cruz, P.E., Assistant Director of Engineering   

    Ray Ames, Water Plant Superintendent  
    Nabil Quafisheh, Assistant Water Plant Superintendent 
    
Guests:   Mike Radziewicz, ComEd 
    Harpreet Singh, ComEd 
 
E-mail Contacts:  nvolchek@yahoo.com, 

Spooky610@yahoo.com 
skrifman@asap.com, 
snuccio@kaufmanhall.com, 
steviewonders720@sbcglobal.net, 
Jullis@comcast.net, 
aynastyages75@hotmail.com, 
daliask@sbcglobal.net, 
gary_bogart@yahoo.com, 
harryrocket88@comcast.net, 
jprusik@psplegal.com, 
judybakshy@hotmail.com, 
luskylaw@sbcglobal.net, 
mannhs@comcast.net, 
mikemurdock@comcast.net, 
rsilverstein@wallc.com, 
shustik46200@yahoo.com, 
Eliot Becker <eliot.becker@comcast.net>, 
Heidi Herman <heidi.herman@sca.com>, 
Howard Herman <howard@iwpcatalog.com>, 
Jun Yoshitani <jun_yosh@yahoo.com>, 
Lisa Mozer <lisamoz@comcast.net> 

 
Chairperson Terman called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  
        

1. Approval of minutes of the September 27, 2007 meeting. 
 
Motion by:  Trustee Swanson     

 Second:  Trustee Spillers 
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Discussion: None  
Action: Approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 
2. Emergency Power for the Stormwater Pump Station (SWPS)  

• Chairperson Terman welcomed the audience and thanked them for their interest in 
this issue.  She stated the purpose of the meeting is to learn more about the 
options to improve power reliability at the SWPS and to discuss those options. 

• The meeting began with a presentation by Ms. Mayerhofer on the Stormwater 
Pump Station (SWPS). The SWPS serves the area of the Village west of Ridge 
Road.  Stormwater is collected and conveyed through a network of pipes to the 
station located on Lake Avenue near Harms Road.  The primary function of the 
SWPS is to pump the stormwater to the west where it discharges to the North 
Branch of the Chicago River. There are five pumps at the station. During a major 
storm, as many as four of the five pumps are needed to maintain the sump levels 
low enough to prevent flooding. The station is typically not staffed, except during 
severe storm events. The SWPS currently has two power feeds from 
Commonwealth Edison (ComEd), but does not have a backup source of power.  

• In September 2005, the SWPS experienced an electrical surge followed by a total 
loss of power.  Water plant records dating back to the 1970’s indicated this was 
the first power outage at the station in which both feeds were lost.  In response to 
this 2005 power outage, an emergency power study was conducted in the spring 
of 2007 to determine cost effective emergency power options for possible 
implementation at the SWPS. The study, completed in July 2007, recommended 
Electrical Improvements ($203,600) to add to the reliability of existing pumping 
equipment and an Emergency Power Generator ($1,409,000) at the SWPS 
capable of running three of the five station pumps. The Electrical Improvements 
and the Generator are included in the 2008 budget. 

• ComEd followed this presentation with a description of the electrical system that 
provides power to the SWPS. They noted that the existing substation that provides 
power is in close proximity to the SWPS, located behind Skokie Valley Material on 
Lake Avenue.  The substation is powered by two transmission lines with automatic 
throw over switches in the event one line loses power.  In addition there are two 
feeds from the substation that serve the SWPS (C-588 and C-585.)  The shorter of 
the two circuits runs overhead to Laramie, where it continues underground.  The 
other circuit is much longer and travels to Lehigh and Chestnut in Glenview.  Most 
of this circuit is above ground.  Each line has a separate breaker and buss bar at 
the substation.  Portions of one feed run underground between the SWPS and the 
substation; the other line is overhead to Laramie Avenue where it then runs 
underground. Both lines serve other customers, as well as the SWPS. During the 
storm of August 23rd, both lines were lost when trees fell on overhead portions of 
these power lines. The SWPS was without power for five hours. 

• Mr. Radziewicz from ComEd discussed the possibility of bringing in another circuit 
from a different substation to serve the SWPS.  The closest substation location 
with available load is in Northbrook, approximately 4.5 miles away.  The SWPS 
would be at the end of this circuit which means outages upstream of the SPWS 
are likely.  Trustee Swanson asked if this circuit lost power during the August 23 
storm, to which Mr. Radziewicz indicated it did lose power for several days. 
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• Trustee Swanson clarified that the transmission lines and the actual substation 
itself did not cause the power outage, to which Mr. Radziewicz concurred.  

• The Committee discussed the possible short-term and long-term emergency 
power options available to the Village. The long term options include the 
generator, a second ComEd substation and relocation of ComEd overhead lines 
on one of the two feeds to the SWPS to an underground location. The generator 
option will take approximately two years to construct. The short term option 
includes renting an on-site generator or the option of no action.  

• Trustee Swanson asked ComEd what their typical response time is to locate and 
restore power, to which Mr. Radziewicz stated an hour from the time they reach 
the location of the outage.  He said that travel time posed the most difficult 
obstacle during the August 23 storm. 

• The Committee discussed the probability of another event similar to August 23 
happening again.  Trustee Swanson indicated he thought having one circuit 
underground would be advantageous.  Mike Radziewicz stated the private 
overhead services would also have to be buried. 

• Trustee Spillers asked ComEd what lessons they have learned with the last storm, 
including changes they have made to improve reliability.  The representatives from 
ComEd reported they have updated their critical facilities report to ensure that first 
priority is given to facilities such as the SWPS. 

• Several residents asked to speak about their individual experiences.  The 
Committee stated this was not the appropriate forum, but agreed that an open 
town hall meeting was a good idea.  Mr. Earl stated that the Village is waiting for a 
full report from ComEd and that once it is received the Village will host a town hall 
meeting.  The residents asked and the Committee agreed to publicly communicate 
the future town hall meeting to all Wilmette residents.   

• The Committee continued to discuss long term power options.  ACTION:  At 
Trustee Swanson’s request, ComEd will provide a schedule and cost estimate to 
bury the circuit and services to the east of the substation.   

• Trustee Swanson stated he felt it was important for everyone in attendance to be 
aware that homes can flood for various reasons.  He said the stormwater pump 
station has never failed before, yet many homes have flooded in the past for 
reasons unrelated to the pump station. 

• Trustee Spillers asked Trustee Swanson to provide a brief update on the work of 
the Land Use Committee to allow residential generators.   

• Mr. Ames introduced the consultant who prepared the power study.  Mr. Dave 
Tucker from Camp Dresser & McKee, Inc. discussed briefly how the generator 
option could be implemented and why the lead time for this option is so long. He 
also indicated that a rental generator could be installed to provide this backup 
source of power while long term options are under construction.   

• Trustee Spillers asked what the life of a generator is to which Mr. Tucker indicated 
25 to 30 years.  Trustee Swanson stated that burying the ComEd lines would be a 
one time expense compared to the generator which is a recurring purchase.   

• Mr. Radziewicz noted that ComEd power is dynamic and that even if the lines 
were buried, ComEd cannot guarantee that the buried portion will always serve the 
SWPS.  He stated that there could be demand changes within the grid that cause 
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the power routing to change.  Although load changes are not anticipated in the 
short term, there is always the possibility that the grid could change.  

• ACTION:  CDM was asked to provide more detailed cost figures for the permanent 
and temporary generator options, as well as a timetable for implementation of 
each.  

 
Motion for staff to schedule a public forum or town hall meeting to follow up on 
the August 23, 2007 storm event.  This meeting will be publicly communicated 
to all Wilmette residents.   
Motion by: Trustee Spillers  
Second:  Trustee Swanson 
Action:  Approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 

3. Old Business / Pending Matters 
• None 

 
Motion to adjourn. 
 
 Motion by:  Trustee Spillers         
 Second:  Trustee Swanson   
 Action:  Approved by unanimous voice vote. 
  

  The meeting adjourned at 7:26 p.m.  
 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Brigitte Mayerhofer.  


