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MINUTES OF THE MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON JULY 19, 
2007 AT 7:30 AM IN THE VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL, 1200 
WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091  
 
Members Present:  Trustee Mari Terman, Chairperson  
    Trustee Alan Swanson  
    Trustee Karen Spillers 
          
Members Absent:   None 

 
  Staff Present: Michael J. Earl, Village Manager (until 8:50) 
  Donna Jakubowski, Director of Public Works (until 8:50) 

Ken Kennedy, Assistant Director of Public Works (until 8:50)  
    Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering Services  
    Jorge Cruz, P.E., Assistant Director of Engineering  
    Ray Ames, Water Plant Superintendent (until 9:05) 
    Paul Hahn, Buildings and Grounds Supervisor (until 8:50) 
    Bill Dzialo, Engineering Assistant 
 
Guests: Andrew Metter, A. Epstein and Sons International 
 Mark Rohde, Legat Architects 
 Irv Leavitt, Pioneer Press 
 
Chairperson Terman called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m.  
        

1. Approval of minutes of the April 26, 2007 meeting. 
 
Motion by:  Trustee Swanson   

 Second:  Trustee Spillers 
Discussion: None   

 Action:  Approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 

2. Update on the Public Works Facility Improvements  
• Chair Terman introduced Mr. Andrew Metter from A. Epstein and Sons International 

who presented an updated site plan design for the Public Works Facility 
improvements.  He stated the following decisions had been made: 

 
 There will not be a second road on the north end of the site. 
 Existing entrance road will jog to the north to accommodate the new building 

layout, additional parking, to transplant existing landscaping and add new 
landscaping. 

 New administration building and wash out facility will be free standing 
structures.  

 Due to the revised site plan location of the administration building and the wash 
bay building, additional site work will be required. This work includes a sanitary 
sewer line, relocation of drainage structures to the storm sewer and 
reconfiguration to the storage area for spoil materials from excavations and 
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sewer cleaning operations in order to correct an Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (IEPA) violation. 

 The administration building and the wash bay building will be LEED certified 
buildings and the designs are probably capable of pursuing a higher rating 
(silver or gold). 

 
• Chair Terman asked what type of roof was proposed, to which Mr. Metter stated a flat 

roof, which is compatible with the existing architecture. 
• Mr. Metter showed the Committee an architectural rendering and scaled model of the 

new buildings.   
• Ms. Jakubowski described the floor plan layout of the new admin and wash bay 

buildings and stated the vacant space in the original admin building will be used as a 
training area.   

• Trustee Swanson asked if there will be an exterior door on the west end of the new 
admin building, to which Mr. Metter stated there would be. 

• Mike Earl asked how consistent this revised plan is with the master plan.  Mr. Metter 
stated that the general goals of the master plan are still met, but the proposed 
revisions offer more flexibility.   

• A discussion ensued concerning the LEED certification process.  Mr. Rohde 
suggested the design team apply for a grant to pay for the additional design fees 
necessary to obtain the Silver LEED designation.  He stated grants are not given for 
any designation less than a Silver rating.   

• The Committee reviewed the construction cost for the project which increased from 
$2.75 million to $3.3 million.  Mr. Rohde indicated there would be a civil engineering 
fee for the additional site work for the reconfiguration of the spoil material storage 
area. Trustee Swanson asked for a detailed estimate justifying the cost increases. 

• The Committee also asked to see a proposal for the additional fee needed to secure a 
Silver LEED certification at a cost of $100,000. 

• The consultant team clarified that there is already $51,500 in the contract for the 
design, documentation and commissioning for LEED certification.  If the Village is 
successful receiving the grant for Silver designation, the Village has the opportunity to 
be reimbursed for the design fee, which will result in a savings of $51,500. 

• The Committee asked how “green” construction impacts construction costs.  Mr. 
Metter stated costs can vary, depending on how the points are achieved, but the 
average cost increase 5-percent.     

• Mike Earl asked what the benefit of LEED certification is to which Mr. Metter and Mr. 
Rohde stated it gives the Village recognition.  Trustee Swanson indicated there is a 
negligible savings relative to energy efficiency, but the practical benefit is a design 
that results in a pleasant work environment.   

• The Committee concurred that the design work can continue, but requested the 
following information next week:  1) Breakdown of the cost increase from the master 
plan cost of $2.75 million to the current plan cost of $3.3 million 2) Breakdown of the 
increased fee needed to achieve a Silver LEED designation 3) List of LEED certified 
items proposed to be incorporated into the architectural plans. 
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3. Stormwater Pump Station Emergency Power Study 
• Mr. Ames began by showing the Committee the Director’s Award received by the 

Village through the Partnership for Safe Drinking Water Program.  This award is the 
equivalent to accreditation recognition received by Police and Fire Departments.  

• Mr. Ames introduced the discussion about emergency power options for the 
stormwater pumping station by giving a history of the power outage that occurred in 
2005, when two ComEd transformers lost power at the same time.  He stated there 
was no apparent cause for the failure, but it left the pump station without the ability to 
pump water for 24-hours. 

• The recently completed power study recommended several capital improvements, 
including the installation of a permanent generator.   The generator would be sized to 
handle 90-percent of the actual storms the Village received the last seven years. 

• Trustee Swanson asked if the option of dual transformers served by different electrical 
substations was considered.  Mr. Ames stated that the pump station currently has 
dual power feeds, but they are served by the same substation.  Staff agreed that it 
would be worth it to look at feeds coming from different substations.  Trustee 
Swanson stated this would provide a higher level of protection, with the exception of a 
regional power outage. 

• The Committee agreed with including the recommended electrical improvements to 
the pump station equipment in the amount of $203,000 into the 2008 budget.      

 
4. Green Alley Pilot Program 

• Ms. Mayerhofer provided a brief introduction of the green alley pilot program 
indicating the economics of building a permeable pavement alley make it a viable 
option.  She referred to the publication by the City of Chicago which provides a 
detailed description of the City’s green alley program.  The proposed alley is located 
in the 900 block of Sheridan Road because of its sandy soil, flat slope and presence 
of a transmission main, which make installing a storm sewer extremely difficult.  She 
concluded by stating the Village has spoken with staff from the City of Chicago and 
Knight Engineering, their consultant, regarding the City’s program which has had 
successful results so far.   

• Trustee Swanson indicated a permeable paver alley would be consistent with the 
discussions of the Land Use Committee to incorporate stormwater best management 
practices into the zoning ordinance. 

• Trustee Spillers asked what the life span of a permeable paver alley is relative to a 
conventional alley.  Ms. Mayerhofer indicated the pavers are structurally equivalent to 
asphalt or concrete.  Mr. Dzialo concurred stating the pavers have a lifetime warranty. 

• Chair Terman asked Mr. Dzialo to describe the typical installation of a permeable 
paver alley.  Mr. Dzialo stated there are several gradations of stone layers that 
facilitate infiltration, with the pavers as the riding surface.   

• Trustee Spillers asked about maintenance to which Mr. Dzialo stated the alley will 
need to re-sanded every few years like the brick streets. 

• The Committee discussed the aesthetics of the alley including weed growth and 
staining.  There was consensus that weeds should be minimal, but staff will inquire 
locations with existing permeable pavers to see if weed growth has been a problem. 
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• Trustee Spillers asked why pavers were considered instead of porous asphalt or 
concrete.  Ms. Mayerhofer stated that the latter two techniques are not as widely used 
or tested. 

• Trustee Spillers stated she is pleased there is an economic benefit as well as an 
environmental benefit. 

• Ms. Mayerhofer mentioned the design challenges that staff will address including the 
need for an underdrain system between the section of stone and sand and the clay 
layer which is three-feet below grade.  She stated the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago does not allow underdrain connections into 
the combined sewer system, so other options are being considered. 

• Trustee Spillers asked about the permeability of the alley over time.  Staff indicated 
that some maintenance is required.  The Committee discussed the type of the 
openings of the various pavers and Mr. Dzialo stated staff is recommending an “L” 
shaped paver.           

• The discussion concluded with the Committee’s concurrence for staff to continue with 
the design of a permeable paver alley for construction in 2008.   

 
5. Consultant Selection for the Sheridan Road Reconstruction Project  

• Ms. Mayerhofer introduced this discussion by reviewing the items provided in the 
agenda packets.  She stated that this contract is being presented to the Municipal 
Services Committee in advance of the Village Board meeting because of the 
significant cost of the contract.  Although the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT) will be awarding the construction contract, the Village will be managing the 
construction engineering contract.   She explained how the costs are being shared for 
the construction engineering contract.    

• Chair Terman mentioned that the land acquisition phase of the project has resulted in 
a cost savings.  Ms. Mayerhofer concurred indicating TranSystems was able to 
reduce the number of impacted parcels by 60-percent. 

• Chair Terman mentioned that established relationships are very important when 
embarking on large-scale projects such as this.      

• Trustee Swanson stated that he concurs with the recommendation based on the fact 
that TranSystems performed well during design.  He stated that in general the 
construction fee should generally be a percentage of the total construction cost.  In 
this case, IDOT also reviews the man-hours and fees in the proposal, so he is 
comfortable that the review process is thorough. 

 
Recommendation that the Village Board of Trustees approve an engineering 
services agreement with TranSystems Corporation for the Sheridan Road 
Reconstruction Project at the August 28, 2007 Village Board meeting.  
Motion by: Trustee Swanson 
Second: Trustee Spillers 
Discussion: None 
Action: Approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
      

6. Old Business / Pending Matters 
• None 
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Motion to adjourn. 
 
 Motion by:  Trustee Swanson      
 Second:  Trustee Spillers     
 Action:  Approved by unanimous voice vote. 
  
 No tentative date was set for the next meeting.  
 

  The meeting adjourned at 9:43 a.m.  
 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Brigitte Mayerhofer  


