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MINUTES OF THE MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 
JANUARY 14, 2008 AT 4:00 PM IN THE VILLAGE YARD CONFERENCE ROOM, 711 
LARAMIE AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091  
 
Members Present:  Trustee Mari Terman, Chairperson  
    Trustee Alan Swanson  
              

Members Absent:   Trustee Karen Spillers 
 
Staff Present:  Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering Services  

  Jorge Cruz, P.E., Assistant Director of Engineering   
    Ray Ames, Water Plant Superintendent  
    Nabil Quafisheh, Assistant Water Plant Superintendent 
    
Guests:   Mike Radziewicz, ComEd 
    Harpreet Singh, ComEd 
    Boris Veksler, P.E., 733 Laporte Avenue 

 
Chairperson Terman called the meeting to order at 4:10 p.m.  
        

1. Approval of minutes of the November 14, 2007 meeting. 
 
Motion by:  Trustee Swanson     

 Second:  Chair Terman 
Discussion: None  
Action: Approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 
2. Emergency Power for the Stormwater Pump Station (SWPS)  

 
• The meeting began with an update on the generator option by Ray Ames. The 

Committee asked staff at the November MSC meeting to have Camp Dresser & 
McKee (CDM) provide additional cost details and scheduling for the generator.  
CDM reviewed the engineer’s estimate and reduced the generator estimate from 
$1.4 million to between $900,000 and $1.1M for a natural gas unit and between 
$750,000 and $850,000 for a diesel unit.  Mr. Ames indicated design and 
construction will take about 20 months, due to the long lead times for this size 
generator.   

• Mr. Veksler stated he is in favor of having a generator because of its reliability, 
provided it is maintained properly.  He stated the price still seems high, based on 
recent quotations he had seen for this size generator.  He added that he did not 
know the details of the installation and hence could not comment on the 
construction costs at this time. He volunteered to assist the Village, if desired, in 
reviewing the generator design.  He would like to be involved in the technical 
aspects of the generator purchase. 
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• The Committee discussed the differences between a natural gas generator and a 
diesel generator.  It was determine that maintenance of the two options is the 
same, but natural gas generators are 25-percent more expensive. 

• Chair Terman noted that regardless of what happened at the pump station, some 
homes still may have flooded if their power went out and battery back up pumps 
or generators were not in service.  Mr. Veksler indicated the street flooding was 
one to one and a half feet high on Laporte causing overland flow damage. 

• The Committee also asked to investigate the option of relocating ComEd line C-
585 underground to provide added power redundancy to the SWPS.  ComEd 
responded that an underground line would cost approximately $1,000,000 and 
would take a year to construct.  The high cost and long lead time is due to the 
number of existing above ground customer connections that would have to be 
modified.  

• Mr. Ames explained that ComEd suggested installing an isolation breaker at 
Forest & Manor Drive on ComEd power line C-585.  The cost of the breaker 
installation is approximately $10,000.  The breaker would isolate the high risk 
portion of this power line from the SWPS.  The east portion of C-585 was 
damaged in the August 23rd storm. Construction of this option would take 
between three and four months. 

• Chair Terman asked Mike Radziewicz of ComEd what the policy was for 
managing overhead foliage.  Mr. Radziewicz stated the level of trimming by 
ComEd is regulated by state law.  He said past experience has shown that more 
aggressive trimming has not been favorably received by many local agencies.     

• The Committee discussed the short-term and long-term options available to the 
Village and concurred that the best level of reliability can be achieved with a 
generator. This option is the only one that will provide an independent backup 
source of power. The generator would only be used in the event that both lines 
from ComEd are out of service.  Although there is some question about the cost 
of this option, it was noted that the competitive bidding process will let the 
marketplace determine the real cost.  

• The short term option selected by the Committee was the isolation breaker.  
• The Committee voted on the following motion:   

 
Motion requesting staff to work with ComEd on the installation of an 
isolation breaker at Forest & Manor Drive on ComEd power line C-585 for 
an approximate cost of $10,000.  In addition, staff will proceed with the 
selection of an engineering firm to design a permanent diesel 750 kW 
generator and to make electrical improvements at the SWPS.   A contract 
with the successful engineering firm will be presented to the Village Board 
at a future meeting.  

 
 Motion by: Trustee Swanson 
 Second: Chair Terman 
 Action: Approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 
 



                                                  Approved by the Municipal Services Committee at the April 18, 2008 Meeting 
 

MSC 1-14-08 BAM    3 

3. Old Business / Pending Matters 
• Under old business, Ms. Mayerhofer provided an update on the Green 

Bay Road Traffic Signal Project, indicating the Village received a cost 
estimate from the Union Pacific Railroad that was significantly more than 
their original estimate.  She indicated the Village has requested a 
$785,115.20 increase in the CMAQ grant, but there is no guarantee that 
the selection committee will approve the request.  In either case, the 
Committee concurred that this project is important to the Village and 
should move forward.  

 
Motion to adjourn. 
 

  The meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m.  
 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Brigitte Mayerhofer.  


