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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

        
MEETING MINUTES 

 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 

 
TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2012  

6:00 P.M. 
SECOND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Cameron Krueger, Chairman  
 Trustee Alan Swanson   
 Trustee Julie Wolf  
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering Services 

Jorge Cruz, P.E., Assistant Director of Engineering Services 
Dan Manis P.E., Civil Engineer 
Brian King, Police Chief 

      
Guests Present: Cathy Albrecht, Chairman Transportation Commission 

Michaela Shaw, PTO President – Harper School 
    

I. CALL TO ORDER. 

Chairman Krueger called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Committee members 
Swanson and Wolf were present.    

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF JUNE 13, 2011. 

Chairman Krueger directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Municipal Services Committee meeting of December 22, 2011.     

Trustee Swanson moved that the Committee approve the minutes.  The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Wolf and approved by unanimous voice vote.  The motion carried. 
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III.  PEDESTRIAN SIGNAGE AND PAVEMENT MARKING AT UNPROTECTED 
CROSSWALKS 

Ms. Mayerhofer opened the discussion by providing an overview of resident inquiries for 
the Village to improve pedestrian safety through better signage and striping.  Specifically, 
residents note the effectiveness of  the City of Evanston’s use of the “Stop for pedestrians 
in crosswalk” signage which was discussed at the previous Transportation Commission 
meeting.  Ms. Mayerhofer noted the Transportation Commission was generally in favor 
of improved signage and asked staff to find a good location for a pilot project.  Ms. 
Mayerhofer  recommends drafting a policy for the appropriate use of this sign to abate 
the potential for sign proliferation.   
  
Ms. Mayerhofer also discussed the proposed pedestrian-activated signal that the Village 
received a grant for at Wilmette Avenue and Prairie Avenue.  A brief discussion took 
place regarding the signal and its operation.   
 
Trustee Swanson indicated the Northwestern students are used to the pedestrian signs in 
Evanston and they have a positive impact on driver behavior.  Chairman Krueger stated 
that the use of the new signs would require education of drivers to yield to pedestrians. 
 
Chief King indicated that some drivers come to a complete stop even when there are no 
pedestrians present.  The Committee discussed compliance rates and noted that the 
pedestrian vs. vehicle accident rate is very low.      
 
Trustee Swanson noted that finding the appropriate location is important.  The signs 
should be installed where they are expected.  He noted Prairie Joe’s in Evanston is a good 
location.   There was agreement that as the signs become more prevalent, pedestrians and 
drivers will become aware and follow the law.   
 
Ms. Albrecht noted that the Commission is aware of the sign pollution problem in 
Wilmette and supports the idea of a pilot project.  Chairman Krueger asked if there was 
any data supporting a reduction of accidents.  Chief King noted accidents are very low at 
crosswalks.   
 
Chairman Krueger asked about curb bump-outs and if they would be effective.  Ms. 
Mayerhofer stated curb bump-outs help reduce speeds by narrowing the road, provide a 
pedestrian refuge and shorten the distance a pedestrian has to cross the roadway.  Trustee 
Swanson concurred that curb bump-outs are very safe and there is a noticeable change in 
speeds. 
 
Chairman Krueger asked if this could be done in conjunction with signage.  
 
Ms. Mayerhofer discussed the intersection of 15th Street and Green Bay Road. A curb 
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bump-out was installed at that location and it reduces speeds by making it harder to turn 
onto 15th Street. She explained the process of laying out the bump-out and that the same 
process would be used here.   
 
Trustee Wolf asked how bicyclists would deal with bump-outs.  Ms. Mayerhofer 
explained that on Wilmette Avenue there are no dedicated bike lanes, so if bikers are 
using the parking lane, they would have to merge closer into the traffic lane at the 
intersections with the bump outs.    
 
Trustee Wolf stated that Sheridan Road is used by many Chicago bicyclists.   There was 
concurrence that the bump-outs would be more appropriate on Wilmette Avenue.   
 
Trustee Swanson stated that 15th Street should be considered for the pilot.  Trustee Wolf 
asked what the expected time frame for the pedestrian beacon was to which Ms. 
Mayerhofer stated early 2013.   
 
Trustee Krueger reiterated that staff should draft a policy and then implement a pilot 
program to gather information about whether or not the signs are successful.  Trustee 
Swanson suggested placing cameras at the intersections and reviewing tapes. 
 
Chairman Krueger suggested the selected intersection should create an optimal 
intersection for safety. 
 
Ms. Albrecht indicated that yield signs do not work.  Mr. Manis concurred by indicating 
yield signs are not allowed by the Illinois supplement of MUTCD.   
 
Ms. Albrecht suggested if the signs are not placed in a congested area it won’t be natural 
for drivers to notice them.  She reiterated the confusion they can cause if drivers think 
they should stop regardless of whether a pedestrian is present.  She also stated that it is 
difficult to see the brick crosswalks on Sheridan Road, because they blend in with the 
pavement.   
 
Chairman Krueger directed staff to draft a standard and implement a pilot program.  He 
asked if these steps will be trying to solve a problem that doesn’t exist.  Chief King stated 
the value is in making Wilmette more pedestrian friendly.  Chief indicated most 
pedestrian accidents involve a turning vehicle.   
 
Trustee Swanson asked if lighting should also be discussed. He stated that on Sheridan 
Road it is difficult to see pedestrians in some conditions.   Chairman Krueger stated that 
Sheridan Road is a beautiful road and already has many signs.  Ms. Mayerhofer stated 
that lighting is much more costly and not recommended initially.  She indicated that 
striping is more cost effective.  
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Ms. Albrecht stated that the borders of the crosswalks are not visible. She stated that a 
white color is better. She mentioned that Highland Park has bricks that sparkle.   
 
The Committee discussed how many brick crosswalks on Sheridan Road are unprotected. 
 
Chairman Krueger asked for a recommendation for Sheridan Road.  Ms. Mayerhofer 
suggested taking an incremental approach and starting with striping.   
 
Ms. Mayerhofer asked the Committee if the draft policy and pilot project details should 
be reviewed by the Transportation Commission to which Chairman Krueger indicated 
yes. 
 
Trustee Swanson stated that if one sign is installed at unprotected crosswalks, there will 
be requests at all crosswalks. 
 
Ms. Albrecht asked if communication could be included in a newsletter. 
 
 

IV. SIGNAGE RELATED TO CELL PHONE USAGE IN SCHOOL ZONES 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer provided an overview of the current signage and striping around Harper 
School. She stated that currently school zones are well signed and does not recommend 
adding more signage in these areas and that the Police Department does not need the 
signs in order to enforce the law.  
 
Chief King suggested schools should communicate this law to the parents.   
Ms. Shaw stated that you can see what kinds of violations are being committed. She 
stated that the state law prohibits texting and using cell phones within school zones, but 
she sees it happen all the time.  If at least one sign was present, she would feel better. 
  
Chairman Krueger stated that if one parent receives a ticket, the word would spread 
among parents and compliance rates would be higher.  Chief King stated that the most 
effective way to achieve compliance is for the parents to see an officer in the area.   
 
Ms. Shaw stated that people do not read signs. She sees many people that live near the 
schools and they do not obey the existing signage. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer indicated that the Village has removed several signs and that the area 
looks much better now. 
 
Trustee Swanson asked what the schools do at the beginning of the school year.  Ms. 
Shaw stated that parents receive a checklist. She also stated that the civics and safety 
committee has a video on the website.   
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Trustee Swanson stated that issuing tickets would work. Chief King suggested using 
temporary signage on narrowcades. 
 
Trustee Swanson stated that the schools should reinforce the rules of the road at the start 
of the year and allow some time for parents to become familiar with the regulations. He 
then stated that after a couple of weeks, the officers should monitor the area and issue 
tickets accordingly. 
 
Ms. Albrecht stated that the schools should educate parents twice a year.  
 
Chairman Krueger asked if cell phone usage in school speed zones was, in fact, a safety 
hazard.  Ms. Shaw believes it is a safety problem.  Trustee Wolf stated that the problem is 
enforcement. 
 
Chief King stated that the highest call time for service is between 3:00 and 4:00.  The 
Police Department has to weigh the large number of requests they receive and strike a 
balance between speeding, parking and cell phone usage.  He noted the Police 
Department should be able to enforce all types of violations.   
 
Trustee Swanson stated that schools should educate parents twice a year and then work 
with the Police Department on targeted enforcement.   
 

V. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Chairman Krueger asked for follow up on the Park District’s plans for the lakefront as it 
relates to parking.  Trustee Wolf suggested the Village should monitor the situation and 
not make any changes at this time.   Chairman Krueger asked if any meaningful data 
could be gathered to which Chief King stated that a footprint of neighborhood parking 
can be identified. 
   

VI. ADJOURNMENT. 

Chairman Krueger asked for a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Wolf moved to adjourn the 
meeting.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Swanson.  No further discussion occurred 
on the motion.  Voting yes: Chairman Krueger, Trustee Swanson and Trustee Wolf.  
Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

The meeting was thereafter adjourned at 7:05 P.M.   
 

Minutes Respectfully Prepared by Jorge Cruz, P.E., Assistant Director of Engineering 
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