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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
        

MEETING MINUTES 
 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 
 

TUESDAY, JULY 16, 2012  
8:00 A.M. 

SECOND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Cameron Krueger, Chairman  
 Trustee Alan Swanson   
 Trustee Julie Wolf  
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering Services 

Jorge Cruz, P.E., Assistant Director of Engineering Services 
 Donna Jakubowski, Director of Public Works 
 Ted Blumenthal, Code Enforcement Officer    

  
Guests Present: George Karcazes, 2932 Locust Road 
 Spencer Prahl, 2927 Iroquois Road 
 W. K. Kellog, 3017 Iroquois Road 
  
    
I. CALL TO ORDER. 

Chairman Krueger called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  Committee members 
Swanson and Wolf were present.    

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF APRIL 10, 2012. 

Chairman Krueger directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Municipal Services Committee meeting of April 10, 2012.     

Trustee Wolf moved that the Committee approve the minutes.  The motion was seconded 
by Trustee Swanson and approved by unanimous voice vote.  The motion carried. 
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III.   IROQUIOIS PETITION FOR NEW DECORATIVE STREET LIGHTS 

Ms. Mayerhofer said the petition met the Village’s Street Light Policy requirements in 
that 80% of the residents on the block have signed the petition.  The petition is 
specifically for the installation of decorative green street lights similar to other lights in 
Indian Hill.  She said staff reviewed the existing electrical infrastructure and determined 
the cost would be approximately $110,000.00 to install the green lights.  Ms. Mayerhofer 
asked the Committee to review the petition and discuss making an appropriation in the 
current 2012 Budget, adding it to the Capital Improvement Program or deny the petition.  
 
George Karcazes, 2932 Iroquois, provided a picture of the current street lights on his cul-
de-sac, and said he does not believe the current street lights add to the character of the 
street. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said the current lights are typical of lighting on cul-de-sacs as they 
provide light to help maneuver drivers in the area.  She said staff would not recommend 
changing the lighting.    
 
Trustee Swanson asked why the lighting had not been changed in Mr. Karcazes area. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said the lights were not replaced on the cul-de-sac 10-12 years ago due 
to budgetary concerns. 
 
Trustee Krueger asked if there was a need for the current type of lighting on the Iroquois 
cul-de-sac. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said she believes the existing cobra-style lighting is a safety 
enhancement because it provides lighting at the intersections, cul de sacs and curves.  The 
decorative green lighting provides minimal light. 
 
Mr. Karcazes said the current lighting is unnecessary and unattractive as well as not 
being consistent with other lighting in the neighborhood. He said his street is very quiet 
and does not need the large current lights. 
 
Trustee Swanson asked if the lights were too bright for the street. 
 
Mr. Karcazes said his house is not affected by the light, he believes the current lights are 
just not consistent with the neighborhood. 
 
Spencer Prahl, 2927 Iroquois, said he has one of the lights in front of his home. 
 
Trustee Krueger said the street seems like it has minimal travel due to its location. 
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Ms. Mayerhofer said she believes accidents are low and traffic speeds and volumes are 
also low.     
 
Trustee Swanson asked if the current light poles would be able to be reused. 
 
Ms. Jakubowski said the poles could be reused. 
 
Trustee Wolf asked if there would be a cost to remove the existing poles. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said the cost would be minimal as staff would remove the existing poles. 
 
W. K. Kellog, 3017 Iroquois, said he has lived in his home since 1964.  He said the lights 
have been a huge issue for the neighbors as they are not very attractive, and there is a 
street light in front of his home that glares into his window. 
 
Trustee Wolf said she believes the request is reasonable as the proposed new lights would 
be in keeping with the rest of the neighborhood. 
 
Trustee Swanson said he has sympathy for the request and would hope there is some 
salvage value in the light poles that are removed.  He said the budget is an issue as there 
is currently not money available to replace the lighting.  He suggested the request be 
added to the Capital Project list and see what happens during budget discussions. 
 
Trustee Krueger said he also believes the request is reasonable and agrees with Trustee 
Swanson’s comment regarding placing the request on the Capital Project list for review 
in the budget process. 
 
Trustee Swanson moved to add the proposed new lights to the Capital Project Plan, 
seconded by Trustee Wolf.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 
 

III. POLICY ON MANAGEMENT OF PRIVATE VEGETATION INSTALLATIONS 
IN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

 
Ms. Jakubowski reviewed the Village’s policy on private landscaping that causes various 
types of obstructions.  She said there are certain neighborhoods where the problem is 
more prevalent. Residents have complained that signage is completely blocked by private 
plantings on the public right of way, and many complaints are recurring. She said fire 
hydrants have also been hidden by landscaping.  Staff would like to identify all the 
problems and educate residents regarding the process of removing private landscaping 
from the public right of way. 
 
Trustee Swanson said he has heard more complaints regarding obstructions over the past 
few years. 
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Trustee Krueger said it seems that staff will educate residents, and enforce the issues if 
there is not compliance from residents. 
 
Ms. Jakubowski said they are looking to start with signage and fire hydrants that have 
been covered.  Staff is not changing policy, just giving notice to residents for compliance 
in the public right of way. 
 

IV. POLICY OF RECONSTRUCTING ASPHALT OVERLAID BRICK STREETS. 
 

Ms. Mayerhofer said in 2002 the Municipal Services Committee established a policy to 
address brick streets that were overlaid with asphalt.  Staff has seen several of these 
streets that require attention but due to the cost of repairing these streets, the work has 
been delayed.  Staff’s recommendation would be to address one block at a time as the 
cost is quite high or staff could resurface the asphalt for another 15-20 years life and then 
at that time in the future address for reconditioning the brick. 

Trustee Swanson asked if brick streets were part of the traffic calming in that area.   

Ms. Mayerhofer said several years ago, the Transportation Commission did put together a 
traffic calming plan that included speed humps. 

Trustee Swanson said he does believe the brick streets slow traffic down.   He said it is 
his recollection that the Village used to do blocks of brick streets every year but when the 
economy slowed down, the Road Program was cut back to just maintenance.  He asked 
how many years a brick street can last. 

Ms. Mayerhofer said theoretically a brick street lasts 50 years, the bricks are flipped over 
and then the street would last another 50 years. The brick streets cost less to maintain 
over the life of the street compared to asphalt or concrete.   

Trustee Krueger said there are three options; 1) resurface the entire section spending 70% 
of the budget, 2) resurface with asphalt, 3) do one block at a time with brick over three 
years. 

Trustee Wolf asked what the approximate cost of traffic calming would be if the streets 
were resurfaced with asphalt. 

Ms. Mayerhofer said speed humps cost approximately $3,000 - $4,000 each. 

Trustee Swanson said the fact that the Village has not been financially able to replace the 
brick streets due to the economy seems to be doing away with the entire brick street 
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policy.  He would like to see a block of brick streets proposed in the budget as brick 
streets provide their own traffic calming.  The budget will be discussed in October and 
choices will then have to be made. 

Trustees Krueger and Wolf would also like to see the brick streets placed in the budget 
for consideration.  

V. REQUEST TO INCREASE FUNDS FOR 2012 BRICK STREET MAINTENANCE 
PROJECT. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said in 2011 a complete brick street inventory was conducted and staff 
identified nearly $500,000 in needed repairs to the brick streets.  The Village was 
fortunate to receive a grant for emergency brick replacement and was able to address a 
large portion of the poor areas last year.  Staff’s recommendation is to use the balance of 
funds left in the 2012 Road Program and address the remaining brick deficiencies which 
totals approximately $92,000. 
 
Trustee Krueger asked if the result of the deficiencies are naturally occurring or is it that 
companies have torn up the street for a sewer repair and not replaced the streets correctly. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said repaired streets have become a problem because the settlement in 
pavement does usually not occur until after the deposit has been returned to the 
contractor.  She said staff is also trying to address that issue of quality control.  Most of 
the repairs shown in the photos, however, are naturally occurring.     
 
Trustee Krueger asked what type of impact this item would have on the budget. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said it would have no impact on the budget. 
 
Trustee Swanson moved to increase the brick street maintenance by $92,000, seconded 
by Trustee Wolf.  All voted aye, the motion carried.   

 
VI. OLD BUSINESS. 

 
Ms. Mayerhofer said the Transportation Commission met a week ago to discuss a pre-
signage crosswalk compliance study at 15th and Wilmette Avenue and the compliance 
rate without the signs was 8%.  The Commission recommended curb bump outs at an 
approximate cost of $46,000 to redo the intersections of 15th and Wilmette and Prairie 
and Wilmette Avenue.  The bump outs are a safety enhancement that will improve sight 
lines and reduce the crossing distance for pedestrians.  There are available funds in the 
2012 Road Program that could be allocated for the bump outs this year or the funds could 
be included in the 2013 budget.   
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Trustee Swanson asked what the timing of the project would be. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said the goal would be to finish the project before schools start. 
 
Trustee Wolf asked for information regarding the flashing beacons. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said there is a flashing rectangular beacon on a standard pole mounted 
into the ground and there is a solar panel on top of the beacons.  The plan would be to put 
a beacon at each corner at Wilmette and Prairie with bump outs to make the area safer. 
 
Trustee Wolf asked for the timing of installing the beacons. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said there is federal money involved so staff has to go through 
Springfield to have documents signed and the beacons may not be able to be installed 
until the spring of 2013. 
 
Trustee Kreueger said he believes it is a good thing to try and mitigate some of the 
crossing issues at those streets. 
 
Trustee Wolf said especially since the traffic study confirmed the issues at those 
intersections. 
 
Trustee Swanson said he believes the bump outs should be completed this year before 
school begins. 
 
Trustee Wolf moved to fund the bump outs at 15th and Prairie this year, seconded by 
Trustee Swanson.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

Trustee Krueger said there is a general consensus that the Elmwood Avenue right-of-way 
needs to be discussed.  He said an evening meeting for public comment should be 
scheduled and then further meetings to be scheduled after that. 
 
Trustee Swanson said he would like to review the legal opinions from the Village 
Corporation Counsel and the Park District Corporation Counsel. 
 
Trustee Krueger said he believed both Corporation Counsels should attend the meetings 
also.  
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT. 

Chairman Krueger asked for a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Wolf moved to adjourn the 
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meeting.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Swanson.  No further discussion occurred 
on the motion.  Voting yes: Chairman Krueger, Trustee Swanson and Trustee Wolf.  
Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

The meeting was thereafter adjourned at 8:58 A.M.   
 

Minutes Respectfully Prepared by Barbara Hirsch, Deputy Village Clerk  
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