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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
        

 MEETING MINUTES 
 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 2013  
7:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Cameron Krueger, Chairman  
 Trustee Alan Swanson   
 Trustee Julie Wolf  
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering Services 

Jorge Cruz, P.E., Assistant Director of Engineering Services 
 Brian King, Chief of Police 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER. 

Chairman Krueger called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Committee members 
Swanson and Wolf were present.    

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF NOVEMBER 8, 2012. 

Chairman Krueger directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Municipal Services Committee meeting of November 8, 2012.     

Trustee Wolf moved that the Committee approve the minutes.  The motion was seconded 
by Trustee Swanson and approved by unanimous voice vote.  The motion carried. 

III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES; MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF JANUARY 22, 2013. 

Chairman Krueger directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Municipal Services Committee meeting of January 22, 2013.     
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Trustee Wolf moved that the Committee approve the minutes.  The motion was seconded 
by Trustee Swanson and approved by unanimous voice vote.  The motion carried. 

IV. DISCUSSION OF ELMWOOD AVENUE RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

Chairman Krueger reviewed the objective for the property which is to treat the Elmwood 
Avenue right-of-way as a nature preserve or passive use. He noted there were several 
items relating to the issue for discussion. 

• Official name for the right of way 

Chairman Krueger said in keeping with trying to make the property a passive use, 
it has been suggested that the property be given a name rather than being referred 
to as the Elmwood Avenue right-of-way.  He said a community group currently 
working to retain the property has suggested the name “Elmwood Dunes 
Preserve”. 

Trustees Wolf and Swanson said they liked the name and believed it was suitable 
for the property. 

Trustee Swanson moved to recommend to the Village Board that from this time 
forward, the Elmwood Avenue right-of-way be known as the “Elmwood Dunes 
Preserve”, seconded by Trustee Wolf.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 

• Spring cleanup update 

Chairman Krueger asked Director of Engineering, Brigitte Mayerhofer for an 
update on the spring clean-up. 

Ms. Mayerhofer said Village staff has met with several representatives of the 
“Friends of Elmwood” over the past few weeks to plan the clean-up efforts for the 
property.  She said the date scheduled for the clean-up is Saturday, April 13, 2013 
between 10 am and 2 pm. She said there will be additional clean up by the 
Village’s Public Works Department to remove some of the larger dead trees on 
the property.  She said staff is also working with Karen Glennemeier from the 
Audubon Society who is providing advice on herbiciding the invasive species that 
should be removed.  Ms. Mayerhofer said once the spring vegetation has grown 
in, staff will identify which species should be saved and look at some additional 
planting in the spring and/or fall. 

Paul Mokdessi, 629 Elmwood, said there are a number of groups volunteering for 
the clean-up day.   He said there will be no power tools used for the clean-up, 
everyone will use hand tools and bring the piles of debris to the top of the 
property for Public Works to haul away.  He said the rain date will be April 27, 
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2013. He would like to see continuing clean-up dates to keep the property up and 
monitor the plantings on the site. 

Trustee Swanson asked how the invasive and non-invasive species would be 
identified by the volunteers. 

Mr. Mokdessi said Ms. Glennemeier from the Audubon Society was helping to 
identify plants with the Village staff.  He said the Chicago Botanic Gardens was 
also contacted and they sent people to identify species of plants and provided him 
with an inventory list. 

Chairman Krueger asked if there was a plan to plant anything on the property. 

Mr. Mokdessi said there was not a formal plan at this time to plant anything or 
landscape the property. He will continue to work with Village staff regarding any 
type of landscaping or plantings for the future. 

Trustee Wolf said she would like to see a phased landscape plan for the property. 
She said Ms. Glennemeier is very knowledgeable about what plantings would be 
suitable for the birds and wildlife in the area. 

Susan Noyes, 1046 Michigan Avenue, said she is very heartened by all the plans 
she has heard so far as she lives just south of the property. She asked that 
everyone be mindful of removing the plantings as she has planted iris on her 
property near the lot line.  If someone digs them up, she would like the iris to be 
returned to her. 

Trustee Swanson asked where Ms. Noyes had access to her property. 

Ms. Noyes said her driveway comes off the end of Elmwood Avenue down a hill. 
She said her house has been flooded a few times due to the water flowing down 
the hill. She has proposed to the Village that if a ditch would change the water 
flow, she would be happy to do it at her expense. 

• Status of shared services with the Park District 

Chairman Krueger asked Ms. Mayerhofer to provide information from the Park 
District regarding questions that were asked at a previous joint meeting with 
them. 

Ms. Mayerhofer said the Park District is in the process of evaluating options for 
maintenance and enforcement of any regulations for the property.  Steve Wilson, 
Executive Director of the Park District, has prepared estimates with different 
options in mind for the enforced regulations.  The estimated option to enforce the 
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“no swimming” regulation on the property is estimated to cost approximate 
$18,000 per season, May through September, for two full time staff.  The other 
cost for maintenance only is estimated at less than $1,500 per year.  The Park 
District will continue to review the options and make a recommendation to the 
Village Board. 

Chairman Krueger said there are two ways to enforce no swimming on the 
property, one is to post regulations, enforce it and gage compliance, and the other 
way is to staff the property to keep people out of the water as there is no 
swimming permitted. 

Trustee Swanson said he believes if the regulations do not permit swimming, 
there will have to be staff to enforce it but he is not sure if staff would be needed 
seven days a week, possibly just on the weekends. 

Trustee Wolf said she agrees with Trustee Swanson and also wondered if the 
Gillson and Langdon Beach staff could just check on the property during the day 
and not have someone assigned only to the Elmwood property.  She believes 
posting regulations on the Elmwood property would help with some enforcement 
needed.   

Chairman Krueger said full time enforcement may not be necessary, but 
suggested it is important to have visible enforcement in the beginning to make 
people aware of the regulations. 

Trustee Swanson said he believes over a period of time, people will come to know 
the regulations and enforcement will improve on the property. 

Brian King, Chief of Police, said enforcement of the parks is different depending 
on the days and times.  He believes enforcement may only be required on the 
property for weekends and that there is value in starting out in the least obtrusive 
way.  The largest enforcement times for the parks over the past two years were 
Memorial Day weekends. 

Jeff Chookaszian, 1120 Michigan, lives a few houses away from the Elmwood 
property and his parents live right next to the Elmwood property.  He is 
supportive of the proposed plans but does not believe passive use of the property 
will work unless it is enforced.  He said the past few summers he has seen that 
people do not respect the rules, and many of the people are not Wilmette 
residents.  He does not believe people will follow the regulations posted on 
signage without enforcement and believes there should be a fence to close off the 
property after hours. 

 



                       
 

 5 

Chief King said the Police Department did receive calls during the previous 
summer but many of the calls were unfounded and they received relatively few 
complaints regarding the beaches and parks.  He believes the area needs to be 
watched but also believes signage will help enforcement on the property. 

Chief King said he believes the hours at the Elmwood property should be the 
same as Gillson and Langdon parks. 

Trustee Swanson said he believes they should post signs and enforce the 
regulations of the property but believes if the property looks like a reserve and is 
posted with regulations like a preserve then enforcement will improve as time 
goes on. 

Ms. Noyes said she agrees with Trustee Swanson’s comments on enforcement but 
also believes there will be more problems with people on the property during the 
warm weather. She is more concerned with nighttime enforcement of the property 
and asked that the Police be vigilant regarding evening parties. 

Scott Saef, Sidley Austin, said he believes there should be a protocol established 
for what the neighbors should do if there are people violating the posted hours and 
there should also be tracking of the activity on the property.  

Patrick Duffy, 932 Illinois Road, said he believes behavior can be influenced with 
design and enforcement of the property.  He said once the property has been 
cleaned up within the month, there will be a clear line of site which will not be 
conducive to having a party. 

Trustees Swanson and Wolf said they believe a joint working session with the 
Park District would be extremely helpful.   

• Preparations for beach season (signage, regulations, pedestrian access etc.) 

Ms. Mayerhofer said the Village Board did approve some interim regulations in 
November 2012 which include restricting access from sunrise to sunset, 
prohibiting boat launching and boat storage, prohibiting use of all-terrain vehicles, 
motor bikes, motor scooters and trail bikes.  

Ms. Mayerhofer previously discussed additional regulations with Chief King and 
presented them to the Committee: 

1) Camping is prohibited, unless a permit is obtained. 

2) Sledding, ice skating and snowmobiling are prohibited except for those 
locations designated for such purposes. 
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3) Smoking is prohibited at District beaches and facilities. 

4) Swimming is prohibited except for those locations so designated for 
swimming 

5) Open fires are prohibited 

The Trustees said they were in favor of the additional recommendations for 
regulations.  

Ms. Noyes said right now there are people walking on the property with dogs that 
are not on a leash.  She said dogs are allowed in parks only if they are on a leash 
and she would like that same rule to apply to the Elmwood property. 

The Trustees agreed that dogs should be on a leash on the Elmwood property, the 
same as all the other parks in Wilmette and a sign should be posted on the 
property. 

Ms. Mayerhofer said staff will work on an ordinance with all the regulations to 
present to the Village Board for approval. 

Ms. Mayerhofer said other items for the Committee to consider are signage, rope 
fencing that extends from the neighbors’ fence close to the water line, trash can, 
bench and bike rack. 

Chairman Krueger said he believes any type of signage posted should be in 
keeping with a nature preserve. 

Trustee Wolf said she believes signage should be understated and natural looking 
for the Elmwood property. 

Ms. Mayerhofer said there are two aspects in posting signage, design and 
message.  

Trustee Swanson said he believes there should be a clear, formal message letting 
people know what is not allowed on the property.  He said other informative signs 
about the property could also be posted. 

Chairman Krueger wondered if it was appropriate for the neighbors to the north 
and south to post no trespassing signs on their property or the Village to post the 
no trespassing signs. 

Chief King said the property owners could post no trespassing signs on their 
private property which would help people determine where the property line is 
and help compliance on the Elmwood property. 
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Chairman Krueger noted that both homeowners to the north and south put up 
fences along their property lines, one was a metal fence and one a rope fence. 

Ms. Noyes suggested that it would be appropriate for the Village to put up fences 
along both properties so the fences would match. 

Chairman Krueger said it is the Committee’s recommendation that the Village 
look at the economics of extending a fence along both property lines to the correct 
distance from the lake. 

• Update on grant opportunities 

Ms. Mayerhofer said the initial grant that staff applied for was through the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and their announcements will come out 
right around Earth Day which is in mid-April.  Staff is also looking at an 
Openlands Green Region Programs grant but the upper limit on that grant is only 
$10,000.  One of the grants staff is most interested in is the Open Space Land 
Acquisition Development Grant but unfortunately that grant requires an active 
recreation component so it looks like the Village is not a candidate for that grant. 

Trustee Wolf asked how much the grant would be from the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation. 

Ms. Mayerhofer said staff applied for $200,000 and the Village would have to pay 
half of that. 

Chairman Krueger asked how public/private funding would work. 

Ms. Mayerhofer said she has spoken to Corporation Counsel.  The process of 
accepting private donations could be as simple as accepting a check or putting an 
agreement in place outlining the terms for the funding. 

Mike Boyer said his group is waiting for an official IRS designation to make the 
group a tax exempt entity for donations. He said there has been a lot of interest in 
making donations and they have researched fund raising for the project. 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Chairman Krueger asked for a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Wolf moved to adjourn the 
meeting.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Swanson.  Nor further discussion 
occurred on the motion.  Voting yes:  Chairman Krueger, Trustee Swanson and Trustee 
Wolf.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried.  The meeting was thereafter adjourned at 
8:22 p.m.   

Minutes Respectfully Prepared by Barbara Hirsch. 
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