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                                                         1200 Wilmette Avenue 
                                                          WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
      

 MEETING MINUTES 
 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2017 
5:30 P.M. 

TRAINING ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Cameron Krueger, Chair 
 Trustee Julie Wolf  
 Trustee Daniel Sullivan 
 
Staff Present: Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public 

Works 
 Russ Jensen, P.E., Village Engineer 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER. 

Trustee Cameron Krueger, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 
Committee members Trustees Wolf and Sullivan were present.    

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF NOVEMBER 3, 2016. 

Trustee Krueger directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Municipal Services Committee meeting of November 3, 2016.     

Trustee Wolf moved that the Committee approve the minutes.  The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Sullivan and approved by unanimous voice vote.  The 
motion carried. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF NOVEMBER 21, 2016. 

Trustee Krueger directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Municipal Services Committee meeting of November 21, 2016.     

Trustee Sullivan moved that the Committee approve the minutes as amended by 
Trustee Sullivan.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Wolf and approved by 
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unanimous voice vote.  The motion carried. 

IV. PETITION FOR STREET LIGHTING ON THE 500 AND 600 BLOCKS OF 
LAWLER AVENUE 

Ms. Berger-Raish said the residents of Lawler Avenue in the 500 and 600 blocks 
submitted a petition for street lights.  The petition requirement has been met for 
both blocks.  The Engineering and Public Works Departments determined that 
residential lighting can be added.  The preliminary cost estimate to install lights in 
a manner consistent with the neighborhood is $75,000. Ms. Berger-Raish said it 
should be noted that the CIP currently contains two residential street lighting 
projects.  Iroquois was approved for inclusion in the CIP in 2012 and Harvard 
was approved in 2015. Neither project has been funded. 

Trustee Wolf asked why lights had not been installed in this area. 

Alan Dordek, 606 Lawler, said he believed it was because Lawler was a County 
Road at one time. He said the street is right near the expressway and they have 
had issues with crime due to the lack of lighting. 

Trustee Sullivan moved to recommend that street lights be installed in the 500-
600 blocks of Lawler, the cost to be included in the 2018 CIP, seconded by 
Trustee Wolf.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  

V. SPECIAL SERVICE AREA DRAFT POLICY-REVIEW 

Trustee Krueger noted that the Committee previously discussed Special Service 
Areas and directed staff to draft the proposed Special Service Area policy. Ms. 
Berger-Raish reviewed the highlights of the proposed policy.    

Trustee Sullivan moved to recommend approval of the proposed Special Service 
Areas policy to the full Village Board, seconded by Trustee Wolf.  All voted aye, 
the motion carried. 

VI. CONTINUATION OF THE GREEN ALLEY PROGRAM 

Ms. Berger-Raish said in 2015 the Village of Wilmette received a grant from the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) to build 
four green alleys. MWRD reviewed the project details, cost estimate, and 
stormwater storage benefits and determined the project will reduce flooding and 
the burden on the combined sewer system during rain events.  The grant was 
awarded in the amount of $130,000 to partially fund the installation of green 
alleys in Wilmette.  The grant contribution of $130,000 reflects the cost 
differential between building green alleys compared to conventional concrete 
alleys. 

Ms. Berger-Raish asked the Committee for discussion on whether or not to seek 
additional green infrastructure grant funds from MWRD for the 2018 Alley 
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Reconstruction Program as well as future programs. She noted that the alleys 
have performed very well during rain events. Residents report the green alleys 
have significantly better drainage than the original asphalt or concrete alleys. 

Trustee Wolf asked what comprised the data evaluation gathering provided from 
staff. 

Mr. Jensen said immediately after the project staff sent out surveys and post 
cards to residents for feedback.  Ms. Berger noted the residents she has spoken 
with have offered only positive comments.    

Trustee Sullivan said the green alley near his home has been well maintained by 
residents and has helped with flooding issues in back yards. 

Trustee Krueger asked how often alleys are redone, to which Mr. Jensen said 
they redo alleys every 45 to 50 years. 

The Trustees agreed that they should proceed with the Green Alley grant 
program for inclusion in the 2018 CIP. 

VII. LAKE AVENUE (GREEN BAY ROAD TO WILMETTE AVENUE) TRAFFIC 
CALMING 

Ms. Berger-Raish said the Village has received requests from residents for an all-
way stop at the intersection of Lake Avenue and 12th Street.  The Village retained 
the services of Kimley-Horn and Associates to evaluate the traffic control at the 
intersection of 12th and Lake as well as the roadway configuration on Lake 
Avenue east of the railroad tracks to Wilmette Avenue.    

Ms. Berger-Raish reviewed the report from Kimley-Horn and said their 
recommendation is a “road diet” for Lake Avenue to calm and organize traffic and 
improve pedestrian safety. The proposed striping changes will merge eastbound 
and westbound traffic into one lane so that at 12th Street, Lake Avenue is just one 
lane in each direction. Staff supports a road diet on Lake Avenue because the 
changes can be implemented on an incremental basis with low cost signage and 
striping as the initial phase.  After implementation, staff would re-evaluate the 
intersection and, if the changes are proven to be beneficial, the next phase could 
be structural in nature with curb extensions and sidewalk realignments.  If the 
initial striping changes do not have the desired results, then an all-way stop at 
Lake Avenue and 12th Street could be considered in the future.   

Trustees Krueger and Wolf asked if it would be possible to incorporate a bike 
lane on Lake Avenue from the bike trail to Sheridan Road. 

Ms. Berger-Raish suggested staff could review the plan and incorporate bike 
lanes if possible. The proposed plan could be reviewed at a future CIP meeting. 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT 
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 There were no public comments.   

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

Ms. Berger-Raish said Village staff and other local agencies have met with 
MWRD to discuss the regional flooding problems.   

 Joel Kurzman, 2615 Greenleaf Avenue, said the Avoca School District has a 
 building that is being vacated and asked if there was any possibility of using the 
 property to address water retention. 

Trustee Krueger said he contacted Ms. Berger-Raish when he also heard the 
Avoca School District building was for sale.  He noted there are elevation 
challenges with this location and it is not large enough to provide significant 
amount of flood storage.   

 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

Trustee Krueger asked for a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Sullivan moved to 
adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Trustee Wolf. No further 
discussion occurred on the motion.  Voting yes:  Trustee Krueger, Trustee 
Sullivan and Trustee Wolf.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

The meeting was thereafter adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 

Minutes Respectfully Prepared by Barbara Hirsch. 
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