
 
Meeting Date: January 28, 2020  
 
To:  Municipal Services Committee     
 
From:   Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
      

Subject:  Additional Agenda Material #2- January 28, 2020 MSC Meeting 
 
Enclosed please find an email communication from resident Kate Gjaja regarding the  
stormwater utility fee credits and incentives. 



From: kategjaja@comcast.net
To: Sullivan, Dan; Kennedy, Gina; Kurzman, Joel
Cc: gjaja.marin@bcg.com; Braiman, Michael; Bielinski, Bob; Dodd, Kathy; Plunkett, Senta; Barrow, Peter
Subject: Proposed stormwater fee credit
Date: Monday, January 27, 2020 6:48:24 PM

Dear Trustee Sullivan, Trustee Kurzman, and Trustee Kennedy,
 
I am writing to you as a private citizen to express my concern that the Municipal Services Committee
is considering giving credits to reduce the stormwater fee to certain 501(c)3 organizations in
Wilmette.  My understanding is that these proposed credits are not based on any actions taken by
these organizations to actually reduce their stormwater impact.  Many of these organizations in fact
have large impervious surface areas which contributes greatly to the stormwater problem.  Why
would the Village not be encouraging them to make positive changes to reduce runoff from their
properties in order to receive reductions in their stormwater fees? 
 
I read that one of the arguments is that the Village can “afford” these credits because they
overestimated the amount of fees they needed to collect so they can reduce the stormwater fee on
these 501(c)3 organizations without having to increase the fee on homeowners.  But I find this
argument disingenuous as without these credits, the Village should in theory be able to reduce the
fee on homeowners, many of whom are already seeing large increases to their water bills to fund
the stormwater sewer project.  There is no doubt that Wilmette homeowners, who have agreed to
support this project because of the benefit to the entire community, would be grateful for some
relief from these large fee increases.  Without this credit “giveaway” to these organizations, further
incentives could be provided for homeowners and organizations that actually take positive steps
toward improving the stormwater runoff from their property which seems to me to be a far better
use of any excess funds.
 
Thank you for your consideration,
 
Kate Gjaja
325 Central Avenue, Wilmette 
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