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Memorandum 

Date: 09/29/2020 

To: Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and 
Public Works 
Daniel Manis, P.E., Village Engineer 
Danielle Horn, P.E., Project Manager  

From: Jacque Henrikson, Civiltech Engineering, Inc. 
Josie Willman, Civiltech Engineering, Inc. 
Heather Schady, Active Transportation Alliance 

Re: Public comments received on the project website for the 
Wilmette Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan. 

 

Below are public comments received through the Walk Bike Wilmette project 
website and a reply to an announcement sent through the email listserv from 
September 24, 2020 to date. 

 

Name: Alan Dordek  

Phone: 847.251.1606  

Would you like to receive emails for plan updates and upcoming 
events?: Yes, please add my email to the newsletter distribution list  

Email Address: adordek@comcast.net  

Message (optional): 606 Lawler. I looked at the map and frankly nothing has 
changed. Didn't you hear the messages of Lawler residents concerning the 
bike path and the overpass/underpass at Wilmette Avenue? Where are the 
changes that would make sense? Why don't we route the bike path past all of 
the committee' members homes with the underpass/overpass on their lot 
lines. That would make sense to me.  
 
Again, you have existing thoroughfare's which can easily handle the bike 
path like Hibbard, Lake and Glenview Road. Use them!  

Your Location:  

(Sent via Village of Wilmette Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan) 

 

Name: Sarah Lyke  

Phone: 2244301322  

Would you like to receive emails for plan updates and upcoming 
events?: Yes, please add my email to the newsletter distribution list  

Email Address: sarah.lyke@abbott.com  
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Message (optional): Hello, I am writing to ask whether there can be further consideration of a light at 
the intersection of Sheridan and Washington, a major access point for the swimming beach. It is just 
not realistic to expect people coming from the south to walk north to Lake, and then south again to the 
beach house. On at least 3 occasions this summer, pedestrians have been almost hit. This is an 
accident waiting to happen. Surely the light could be timed with the one at Lake, so as not to 
inconvenience drivers? Thanks for your consideration.  

Your Location: 819 Michigan Ave  

(Sent via Village of Wilmette Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan) 

 

Name: Margo Turner  

Phone: 847-251-3292  

Would you like to receive emails for plan updates and upcoming events?: Yes, please add my 
email to the newsletter distribution list  

Email Address: mht3292@sbcglobal.net  

Message (optional): I had heard that there would be a pedestrian walking/running path developed. I 
don't see anything like a designated pathway in the plans. Perhaps I have overlooked it in my search. 
The number of walkers in the western section of Wilmette has grown exponentially in the last year. 
Trying to use the bike path is sometimes dangerous for all. I hope that walking/running path is still part 
of the plan. Thank you.  

Your Location: I am a resident living on Locust Road across from Community Playfield. That is why I 
can see the large number of walkers in this area.  

(Sent via Village of Wilmette Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan) 

 

Name: Richard Roche  

Phone: 2242167179  

Would you like to receive emails for plan updates and upcoming events?: No, do not add my 
email to the newsletter distribution list  

Email Address:  

Message (optional): Metra access: The plan does little to remedy the challenges people living west of 
Green Bay Road face in accessing the Metra. Coming from the east, things are a breeze. Coming from 
the west, where you’re dealing with the Metra gates, things are quite different. While the east side has 
about 300 parking spaces, 75 (?) sheltered bike racks, and safe pedestrian access, the west side has 
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15 (?) parking spaces. ZERO bike parking, and many evening commuters have to descend a grassy 
slope. (1) a Pedestrian underpass so people don’t have to dodge traffic to make their morning train 
from the west, and (2) sheltered bike parking on the west, please.  

Your Location: Washington and Harvard  

(Sent via Village of Wilmette Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan) 

 

Name: Julie Marie  

Email Address: juliemarie9114@gmail.com 

Message: Walkable and bike friendly means the police need to patrol streets that cars like to race 
down: Hibbard Road north of Lake Ave. and Lake Ave from GreenBay Road to Sheridan.  

(Sent as a reply to Walk Bike Wilmette listserv announcement: Village to Present Revised Master Bike 
& Active Transportation Plan) 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

Wilmette, IL  60091 

DEPARTMENT OF                 (847) 853-7500 
ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS         Fax (847) 853-7705 
                                   TDD (847) 853-7634 

 
Municipal Services Committee Meeting  

September 29, 2020 

 
The following are additional public comments submitted to staff since September 25, 2020. 

 

1. Sharon and Dennis McCarthy, 101 Sterling Lane— 

We’re writing to let you know we oppose a bike boulevard on Sterling Lane. We 

live on the corner of Sterling and Isabella and car traffic there makes a bike lane 

unsafe for the bikers much of the time. 

Thank you for your consideration 

Sharon and Dennis McCarthy 

 

2. Jocelyn Trokenheim, 138 Sterling Lane— 
 
My name is Jocelyn Trokenheim and I've been living on Sterling Lane since 

2002.  I understand that there is a Plan to designate Sterling Lane as "Bike 

Boulevard" and I would like to voice my opposition for it.  Sterling Lane is a 

narrow street with islands already built into it.  The fact is that we already have 

many bikers bike through the street without any signage and I believe any 

additional Signages or markings will make the street unnecessarily crowded and 

undesirable. 

 

Thank you for your considerations, 

Jocelyn Trokenheim
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3. Toby Meyer, 114 Sterling Lane— 

 
Dear Committee and Mr Manis, 
 
I have been living at 114 Sterling Lane for the past 8 years. I understand that you 

would like to designate Sterling Lane as a ‘bike boulevard’. I oppose this plan for 

several reasons. First, Sterling Lane is a narrow street divided by a median filled 

with shrubs and trees. There is no room on this narrow street to park a car, so 

residents park partially on the sidewalk, and there is no shoulder. Currently, 

backing out of a driveway is rather unsafe and directing bikes on this street would 

be unsafe to those using Sterling.  

 

In fact, I ask you to send someone from the village to clock the speed and 

number of cars going North on Sterling from 3:30pm-6:30pm on weekdays. I 

think you will be appalled! If you make car traffic on Sterling Lane, residents 

only then I would be in favor of the Village making Sterling Lane a bike 

boulevard. In addition, directing the bike traffic onto Ridge Road is also unsafe. 

While I am in favor of promoting bike transportation (I have a son studying Urban 

and Regional planning at the U of I), I think including Sterling Lane in the plan is 

an unsafe solution and should not be considered further. 

 

Thank you, 

Toby Meyer 

 

4. David Plandowski, 122 Sterling Lane— 
 
Hi Dan -  

I am writing in response to the Bike Boulevard designation planned for Sterling 

Lane.  We are newer residents on Sterling (purchased number 122 in 2019) but I 

have concerns about inviting more traffic into the area.  First, Sterling is already 
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frequently used by many bikers, seemingly without concern.  I am glad to see 

that local people feel safe cycling in the community and, as the father of two 

young children, am encouraged by the healthy and environmentally-friendly 

lifestyle.  In the time before COVID, cycling through Wilmette to the Metra was a 

great, peaceful activity. That said, I am afraid the impact of this designation could 

encourage even more cyclists and traffic to this short, narrow street. 

 

Sterling is a short street with only 6 small properties on each side of the median 

at its longest point.  This means cyclists and cars are not sharing the road for an 

inordinate amount of time.  Additionally, the median on Sterling means that each 

direction is quite narrow.  Add the fact that cars are frequently parked on the 

sidewalk (residents, service, and now many delivery vehicles) and I fear cars 

would have less space to navigate our lane.   

 

For me, the larger problem is that Sterling is already a cut-through path used by 

many people to avoid the traffic light at Wilmette and Ridge.  Despite signs 

prohibiting turns on Sterling during designated hours, our street is constantly 

used as a shortcut.  In my 1.5 years living here I have never seen a ticket issued 

for an illegal turn on Sterling.  While writing this email I have seen at least a half-

dozen cars make illegal turns.  Combining the existing illegal auto activity with 

more cyclists in an already narrow street doesn't feel like a positive decision for 

Sterling.   

 

While I do not support designating Sterling as a Bike Boulevard in the current 

state, I would support this plan if Sterling were also designated (and enforced) 

as a Residents Only street.  This would eliminate the excess car traffic and 

encourage cycling.  I think that would be a safe compromise for the positive 

cycling initiative and safety of this narrow lane. 
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