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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
 

The Municipal Services Committee of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Wilmette will 
hold a meeting on Tuesday, November 26, 2013 at 6:00 p.m., in the Second Floor Training 
Room at Wilmette Village Hall, 1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois.   

At this meeting, the Municipal Services Committee will discuss the following: 
   

1. Review and approval of the September 13, 2013 meeting minutes  
 

2. Review of Resident Request for Two Curb Cuts to a Public Street for 910 Shabona Lane      
 

3. Proposal for a Change in the Execution of Street Pavement Openings  
 

4. Old Business 
 

A. 2013 – 2015 Capital Sewer Program—Update 
B. Signage—Update 
C. Elmwood Dunes Preserve --Update 

 

       Municipal Services Committee 

Trustee Julie Wolf, Chair  

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS 
TO PARTICIPATE IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE MANAGEMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT BY TELEPHONE AT 

(847) 251-2700 [TDD No. (847) 853-7634] AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
 

 



9/13/13                                                                                                                                                                             Not yet approved 

 
V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
        

 MEETING MINUTES 
 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2013  
8:00 A.M. 

TRAINING ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Julie Wolf, Chair 
 Trustee Alan Swanson   
 Trustee Cameron Krueger  
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering Services 
 Jorge Cruz, Assistant Director of Engineering Services 
 Dan Manis, Civil Engineer 
 Donna Jakubowski, Public Works Director 
 Marc Koelper, Street Supervisor 
 
Guests Present:  Zach Matyja, RJN  
     
I. CALL TO ORDER. 

Trustee Julie Wolf, Chair, called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  Committee 
members Trustees Swanson and Krueger were present.    

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF JULY 9, 2013. 

Trustee Wolf directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Municipal Services Committee meeting of July 9, 2013.     

Trustee Krueger moved that the Committee approve the minutes.  The motion 
was seconded by Trustee Swanson and approved by unanimous voice vote.  
The motion carried. 
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III.  REVIEW OF PROPOSED ENGINEERING SERVICES CONTRACT WITH RJN 
FOR THE SEPARATE SEWER CAPITAL PROJECTS. 

 Trustee Wolf said there are several items being considered which are a result of 
 the engineering study from last year.  She would like to review all the items with 
 the Committee and make a recommendation to the Village Board for approval.   

Brigitte Mayerhofer, Director of Engineering, said they are recommending RJN 
for the next phase of the project and noted that the contract will cover: 

• Resident engineering services for the manhole improvements.  
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said staff just had the bid opening for the project and the 
bid came in well under the estimate.  The contract will be on the agenda 
for approval at the next Village Board meeting. 
 

• Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Study (SSES) of Kenilworth Gardens. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said the challenge in Kenilworth Gardens is that there are 
not any real obvious bottlenecks or problems with the way the flow is 
leaving the system which means there are high dry and wet weather flows.  
The goal will be to find out how and where the water is coming into the 
system. 
 
Mr. Matyja reviewed the process they will use to discover where the water 
is coming into the system. They use two blowers to blow nontoxic water 
vapor into the sewer and where smoke comes out, water is coming in.  
They will document and process the data and provide it to staff. He also 
noted they have a process to let residents know when they are doing the 
testing and hope to have this done before the ground freezes. 
 

• Princeton Place Interceptor connection analysis and study of options to 
provide additional backup protection. 

 
Ms. Mayerhofer said staff does have a large amount of flow monitoring 
data to review as it began in March and will conclude in September.  The 
next step would be for RJN to use the data for hydraulic modeling.  They 
will be looking at the benefit of the outfall and whether or not a pump 
station or pump over and some storage in that area, would benefit the 
area. More importantly they would like to look at the internal network of the 
collection system to see if there are some localized bottlenecks that might 
benefit from relief sewers. 
 

 2 



                       
 

  
• Preliminary Engineering for the Harms Road basin pump station and 

reservoir project. 
 
Ms. Mayerhofer said they are completing the feasibility study for the 
Harms Road Pump Station Project and this is going into preliminary 
engineering. She reviewed the cost but did not believe the Committee 
would want to go forward with the project until there is an assurance from 
the Park District that the Village will be able to use West Park for storage. 

    Trustee Wolf asked how discussions were going with the Park District. 

    Ms. Mayerhofer said the Park and Recreation Committee of the Park  
    District discussed the issue and in general they support the project, but  
    they did have a few  concerns such as the odor and the possibility of an  
    underground storage tank leak.  Staff will research the issues and she  
    believes they will be able to overcome the concerns.  She said the next  
    step would be for the Park District to put their concerns in writing to the  
    Village Board, the Village Board will respond and then hopefully enter into  
    an Intergovernmental Agreement. 

  Ms. Mayerhofer noted that a detailed scope of work and corresponding   
  fees are included in the report presented to the Committee.  She said if the  
  Committee is comfortable with the proposal, staff will place the proposal   
  on the next Village Board agenda for approval, noting that Harms Road   
  will be delayed until there is approval by the Park District. 

  Trustee Swanson asked for more information regarding the multiplier for   
  the project and believed it was a little high for the project. 

  Mr. Matyja said he would have his firm look into how they calculated the   
  multiplier for the project. 

IV.  DISCUSSION OF SIGNAGE 

Trustee Krueger said in comparing Wilmette to other suburbs, he believes the 
signage in Wilmette is extensive.  He would like to be able to reduce the signage 
in the Village and make the signage we have better looking. 

Trustee Wolf suggested combining some of the signage in certain areas. 

Ms. Mayerhofer said the “designer” parking that the Village has generates the 
majority of the signage problem. She noted that regulatory signs are installed 
based on the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, a federal code which 
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standardizes the implementation of signage and other traffic control measures. 
Ms. Mayerhofer suggested just posting one 25 mph sign for all Village streets at 
the corporate limit of each entrance to the Village and removing all the other 25 
mph signage. She said every day she receives requests from residents for more 
signage. The most practical way to look at signage is to look at it Village wide.  
She said adequate signage within each block is necessary for the Police 
Department to enforce parking in restricted zones. 

Trustee Krueger said there is not one particular sign that bothers him, it is the 
sheer number of signs that are posted in the Village.  

Marc Koelper, Street Supervisor, said staff can move and consolidate signs as 
many of the signs are needed for parking. 

Trustee Krueger suggested staff do a systematic review of signs and he would 
like to understand the process of when a sign could be removed.  

Trustee Wolf suggested thinking about a Wilmette standard sign which might 
improve signs aesthetically. 

Trustee Krueger asked if it was possible to use striping on the road rather than 
having a sign. 

Trustee Swanson said it is hard to see striping in the dark or bad weather. 

Ms. Mayerhofer said they could use yellow striping for no parking areas rather 
than a sign. 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Trustee Wolf asked for a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Swanson moved to adjourn 
the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Krueger.  No further 
discussion occurred on the motion.  Voting yes:  Trustee Wolf, Trustee Swanson 
and Trustee Krueger.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

The meeting was thereafter adjourned at 9:20 a.m. 

Minutes Respectfully Prepared by Barbara Hirsch. 
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Engineering  (847) 853-7660 
Department Fax (847) 853-7701 

 
DATE:  November 21, 2013 
 
TO:  Municipal Services Committee 
 
FROM:  Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering 
   
SUBJECT:   910 Shabona Lane 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommendation 

Municipal Services Committee (MSC) review of resident request for two curb cuts to a 
public street.     

Background 
 
On June 1, 2013, the Village received a letter from the homeowners at 910 Shabona 
requesting permission to build a second driveway access.  Currently, their home is 
served by a driveway and attached garage from Shabona Lane.  They desire to convert 
the garage to a mud room and build a detached garage with access to Seminole Road.  
They also desire to keep the existing front yard curb cut and driveway for parking.  If the 
MSC approves the curb cut, the applicant will appear before the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for a variance(s) for the detached garage.    
 
Discussion  
 
In 2011, the Village Board adopted a new driveway ordinance which states single family 
residential properties shall have no more than one curb cut to a public street. Two curb 
cuts to a public street are only allowed if there is a request for a circular driveway.  The 
request for two driveways to separate public streets is not an authorized exception 
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recognized in Section 16-10.5 of the Village Code.  On this basis, the request was 
denied and the applicant has requested an appeal to the MSC.    
 
In preparation for this meeting, notice was sent to the neighbors on Shabona Lane and 
Seminole Road.  Staff also researched other properties in Wilmette with two access 
points to different public streets.  This document can be found as Attachment 8.  
 
Attachments 

1. Letter dated June 1, 2013 from Mr. and Mrs. Peter Lawler, 910 Shabona Lane, 
requesting permission to build a detached garage with access to Seminole as 
well as permission to maintain an existing front yard curb cut to Shabona Lane.   

2. Letter dated July 5, 2013 from Brigitte Mayerhofer to Mr. and Mrs. Peter Lawler 
denying their request for two driveway curb cuts from two public streets. 

3. Letter and site plan dated October 21, 2013 from Mr. and Mrs. Peter Lawler to 
the Municipal Services Committee appealing the Director of Engineering’s denial 
for a second curb cut to a public street.   

4. Letter dated November 13, 2013 to the residents of Shabona and Seminole 
notifying them of the Lawler’s request and the MSC meeting on November 26.   

5. Email from Bryan Sansbury, 916 Seminole Road, expressing opposition to the 
Lawler’s request for a second driveway access to Seminole Road. 

6. Aerial Photo of 910 Shabona Lane 
7. Streetview Photo of Seminole Road   
8. List of addresses of other properties in Wilmette with driveway access to two 

public streets  
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Date:  November 21, 2013 
 
To:  Municipal Services Committee  
 
From:  Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering Services 
 
Subject: Backfilling methods for street openings  
  
    
Recommendation 
 
The Engineering and Public Works Departments recommend updating the Village Code 
to require the use of flowable fill / controlled low strength material (CLSM) as required 
material for backfilling utility street openings.  
 
 
Background  
 
The current method for backfilling utility street openings includes filling the trench with 
crushed limestone in 12-inch compacted lifts, pouring a 10-inch thick slab of high-early 
strength concrete as a base, and placing 2 ½-inches of asphalt on the surface.  Brick 
streets are backfilled with 10-inches of crushed limestone, a one inch layer of sand and 
the original brick.  Engineering staff inspects the excavations prior to the concrete pour 
to ensure the proper depth remains for the concrete and asphalt layers. 
  
A small percentage of street repairs settle after the final inspection and the refundable 
deposit is returned. Settled street patches are concerning for the Village as they can 
become a liability and costly to repair.   
 
While the existing backfill method is recognized in the “Standard Specifications for 
Water & Sewer Main Construction in Illinois,” staff is confident the use of CLSM will 
perform significantly better in the long term.   
 
 
 



Discussion  
 

Flowable fill or controlled low strength material (CLSM) is primarily used as backfill or 
structural fill in place of compacted soil or stone. It is both self-leveling and self-
compacting and is deliverable in a ready mix truck much like concrete.  Another 
advantage is that it can be paved over with asphalt the same day so there is no cure 
time.  This product is approximately double the cost of crushed limestone, however, 
sewer and water contractors will save time and manpower compared to compacting the 
trench backfill in controlled lifts.  Other communities, including Waukegan and 
Lincolnwood, are using CLSM with favorable results. 
  
Attached are the existing and proposed details for utility trenches.   
 
 
Documents Attached: 
 

1. Utility Trench Detail 
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