
 
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

            
 

DEPARTMENT OF                      (847) 853-7500 
ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS              Fax (847) 853-7705 

                              TDD (847) 853-7634 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

of the  
MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE 
 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 at 5:30 P.M. 
Second Floor Training Room 

Wilmette Village Hall 
1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Approval of minutes of the November 3, 2016 meeting of the Municipal 

Services Committee  
3. Approval of minutes of the November 21, 2016 meeting of the Municipal 

Services Committee 
4. Petition for Street Lighting on the 500 and 600 blocks of Lawler Avenue 
5. Special Service Area Draft Policy--Review 
6. Continuation of the Green Alley Program—Review of Grant Opportunities   
7. Lake Avenue (Green Bay Road to Wilmette Avenue) Traffic Calming 
8. Public Comment 
9. Old Business 
10. New Business 
11. Adjournment  

 
Trustee Cameron Krueger, Chair 
 
 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE 
 IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE  

MANAGER’S OFFICE AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD  (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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                                                         1200 Wilmette Avenue 
                                                          WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
      

 MEETING MINUTES 
 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2016 
5:30 P.M. 

TRAINING ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Cameron Krueger, Chair 
 Trustee Daniel Sullivan 
 Trustee Julie Wolf  
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public 

Works 
 Russ Jensen, P.E., Village Engineer 
 Jorge Cruz, P.E., Assistant Village Engineer 
 
Guests: Janet McKevitt, 1003 Forest 
  
I. CALL TO ORDER. 

Trustee Cameron Krueger, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
Committee members Trustees Sullivan and Wolf were present.    

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF APRIL 5, 2016 AND JANUARY 22, 2013. 

Trustee Krueger directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Municipal Services Committee meeting of April 5, 2016.     

Trustee Sullivan moved that the Committee approve the minutes.  The motion 
was seconded by Trustee Wolf and approved by unanimous voice vote.  The 
motion carried. 

Trustee Krueger directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Municipal Services Committee meeting of January 22, 2013. 

Trustee Wolf moved that the Committee approve the minutes.  The motion was 
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seconded by Trustee Sullivan and approved by unanimous voice vote.  The 
motion carried. 

III. DISCUSSION OF CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC UTILITY 
PERMITS. 

Trustee Krueger said construction standards were brought to the Village’s 
attention by local contractors doing work in the public right of ways. Questions 
regarding how the Village can regulate work and enforce the process of making 
the contractor repair any damage done in the public right of way. 

Brigitte Berger-Raish, Director of Engineering and Public Works, said staff has 
always operated under the understanding that the utility companies are regulated 
by the Illinois Commerce Commission. She noted that utility companies are 
required to obtain a permit from the Village when the following conditions apply: 

(1) Change in the location of the facility 
(2) Addition of a new facility 
(3) Disruption in the right of way 
(4) Material increase in the amount of area or space occupied by the 

facility. 
There are also nine uniform standards referenced in Chapter 16 of the Village 
Code, as listed in the report, and are related to issuing permits for utility facilities.  
Village staff has and will continue to ensure that these nine standards are met 
when approving permits.   
 
In an effort to improve quality control and accountability of utility permit holders, 
staff developed a draft Permit Application Checklist and draft Permit Conditions 
that will be applied to every utility permit requested and issued by the Village. 
 
Trustee Krueger said he noted in the report that there are several items 
regarding environmental damage, including damage to trees and also protecting 
against increased stormwater run-off and structures and materials that increase 
impermeable surface in the public right of way. 
 
Trustee Krueger also said he had concerns with the size and number of the 
vaults that have been installed in the public right of ways. He believes the 
proposed check list will make the contractors and Village staff more able to get 
through the process and preserves the integrity of the Village property. 

 
IV. DISCUSSION OF OVERLAID BRICK STREET POLICY 

 
Ms. Berger-Raish said the purpose of this item is to review the cost and long 
term viability of the overlaid brick street program.  Village staff reviewed the brick 
street policy and recommends changes to the streets eligible for brick 
reconstruction as summarized: 

• Several blocks (Linden Avenue, 12th Street, Lake Avenue and Wilmette 
Avenue) carry high truck and passenger car volumes.  These streets are 
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not ideal for brick reconstruction because of the heavy traffic’s detrimental 
impact to the bricks. 

• Several blocks (Greenleaf Avenue, Linden Avenue and Lake Avenue) are 
believed to have large portions of the original bricks removed during major 
underground utility projects.  The significant cost of supplying bricks for 
these streets is deemed cost-prohibitive. 

• Isabella Street has shared jurisdiction with the City of Evanston 
 
Ms. Berger-Raish said the annual brick supply needed for the overlaid brick 
street program (one block), the existing brick street renovation program (one 
block) and the maintenance of our existing brick streets is estimated at 
13,000 square feet of bricks per year. The historic brick supplier indicated 
they are able to meet this demand for the next 25 years. 
 
Ms. Berger-Raish reviewed the recommended revised list of eligible streets 
for the program. 
 
The Committee members discussed the revised policy and agreed with the 
staff report regarding the recommended changes to the streets eligible for 
brick reconstruction.  
 

V.       DISCUSSION OF SPECIAL SERVICE AREAS TO FUND CERTAIN CAPITAL 
  PROJECTS  
 

Trustee Krueger said he asked for discussion of Special Service Areas (SSA’s) 
as a means of funding select capital improvement projects.  
 
Russ Jensen, Village Engineer, reviewed the process that can be initiated for an 
SSA as outlined in the report to the Committee, noting the Village must follow the 
guidelines and regulations of Cook County.  He said the Village would have to 
develop a policy for SSA’s which would also include the percentage of residents 
in an area that is needed to proceed with an SSA project. 
 
The Committee discussed the examples of the CIP projects that could be funded 
with SSA’s, the cost and timing associated with the projects and how residents 
would be charged for them. Staff was directed to draft a policy for SSA’s with the 
information provided by Corporation Counsel and the SSA draft checklist. 
 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Janet McKevitt, 1003 Forest, believes repairing her street is a functional issue. 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 

Ms. Berger-Raish noted that there were still several items the MSC needed to 
discuss and she would contact everyone to set a date for the next meeting. 
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VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Trustee Krueger asked for a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Wolf moved to adjourn 
the meeting. The motion was seconded by Trustee Sullivan. No further 
discussion occurred on the motion.  Voting yes:  Trustee Krueger, Trustee 
Sullivan and Trustee Wolf.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

The meeting was thereafter adjourned. 

Minutes Respectfully Prepared by Barbara Hirsch. 
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                                                         1200 Wilmette Avenue 
                                                          WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
      

 MEETING MINUTES 
 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2016 
5:00 P.M. 

TRAINING ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Cameron Krueger, Chair 
 Trustee Julie Wolf  
 
Members Absent: Trustee Daniel Sullivan 
 
Staff Present: Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public 

Works 
 Russ Jensen, Village Engineer 
  Jorge Cruz, Assistant Village Engineer 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER. 

Trustee Cameron Krueger, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
Committee member Trustee Wolf was present.    

II. REVIEW OF DRAFT SCOPE OF WORK FOR THE STORMWATER VALUE-
ENGINEERING STUDY 

Ms. Berger-Raish said at the October 20, 2016 Committee of the Whole meeting, 
the Village Board asked staff to prepare a Request for Proposal (RFP) for the 
Value-Engineering Study of the Separate Storm Sewer Study report prepared by 
Christopher B. Burke Engineering Ltd (CBBEL). She asked if the Trustees had 
any questions or comments regarding the draft of the prepared document. 

Trustee Krueger suggested that Phase I should include the review of the data 
that was gathered regarding the rain fall model. 

Trustee Wolf agreed that looking at the numbers and reviewing the methodology 
of the data was appropriate to include in Phase I. 

Trustee Wolf said she believes the document is very well prepared and the 
deliverables are very clear but asked if they could include wording regarding 
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green infrastructure in the draft. 

Ms. Berger-Raish said they could add in that green infrastructure may improve 
the performance of the project. 

Ms. Trustee Krueger asked if under Phase II, they wording “Creatively evaluate” 
could be changed and asked Ms. Berger-Raish to review that. 

Trustees Krueger and Wolf agreed that the document was well drafted and asked 
when the request would go out. 

Ms. Berger-Raish said she is looking to have the request for proposal go out 
within a week. 

III. OVERHEAD SEWER COST-SHARE PROGRAM 

Ms. Berger-Raish said staff is asking the Committee to review and provide 
direction for  the development of an Overhead Sewer/Flood Protection Cost 
Share Program.  She noted that the proposed 2017 budget includes $30,000 
for the Cost Share Program. 

 Trustee Krueger noted that although the money is included in the proposed 2017 
 budget, they do not have to spend the money. 

 Trustee Wolf asked if this was the right timing for a Cost Sharing Program. 

 Trustee Krueger said he was concerned about having a large waiting list for the 
 program and wondered if they could structure the Program that drives the 
 interest of the Village as a whole in the same direction of the interest of the 
 homeowner. 

 Trustees Wolf and Krueger said they would like to have all the non-compliant 
 water issues  brought into compliance before considering an application from a 
 resident for the Program. 

 Trustee Krueger said the three options presented by staff were: 

1. Grant-a grant program in which a percentage of the work would be 
reimbursed to the resident upon completion.  Of the communities 
offering an overhead sewer cost share program, this is the most 
common form of municipal participation. 

2.  Loan repaid at point of sale-similar to the former Village Housing 
Assistance Program, a zero or low interest loan could be provided to 
the homeowner which would be repaid when the property is sold.  
There is risk associated with this program because the Village may not 
be the first or even second lien holder and it may take many years for 
the loan to be repaid.  
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3. Short term loan-The Village could offer a zero or low interest loan to be 
repaid over a shorter period of time than that listed in option #2, 
possibly between 3-5 years.  This would still require a lien to be placed 
on the property should the homeowner sell prior to the loan repaid in 
full.  Of the three options under consideration, this would present the 
most administrative challenges and require the most staff time to 
coordinate. 

 Trustee Krueger said he does not like the idea of a grant as some people have 
 spent a lot of money on flooding issues already. 

 Trustee Wolf said she believes it is appropriate to do something but she would be 
 more inclined to do something where the money is paid back to the Village. 

 Trustee Krueger said he likes the idea of a loan that is paid back at point of sale. 

 The Committee discussed providing loans to approximately 10 households 
 versus spending the money for other flooding issues in the Village to address I & 
 I.  

Ms. Berger-Raish suggested a pilot cost sharing program to televise and/or fix 
laterals and bad connections to the main line pipe.  She noted a project in the 
long term Capital Improvement Program (CIP) for a similar type program.  She 
further estimated it would cost approximately $3,000 to $5,000 to televise and 
line a private lateral sewer, but noted that number would have to be confirmed. 

The Committee discussed whether residents would be interested in participating 
in the cost to televise and line their sewer lateral, with the knowledge that their 
homes could still experience sewer backups.  There was consensus that this is 
something the Village should look into if  MWRD is going to require this in a few 
years.   

 Trustee Krueger asked if it was possible to require an inspection of the sewer 
 lateral for the sale of the home and what would the cost be for the resident. 

 Trustee Wolf suggested a multi-year program, or possibly contacting residents a 
 second time regarding the requirements for sewer laterals.     

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 There was no one present to speak. 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Trustee Krueger asked for a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Wolf moved to adjourn 
the meeting. The motion was seconded by Trustee Krueger. No further 
discussion occurred on the motion.  Voting yes:  Trustee Krueger, Trustee 
Sullivan and Trustee Wolf.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
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The meeting was thereafter adjourned.   

Minutes Respectfully Prepared by Barbara Hirsch. 
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Engineering and Public Works             (847) 853-7500 
 Department Fax (847) 853-7701 

 
 
MEETING DATE: February 28, 2017 
 
TO:   Municipal Services Committee   
 
FROM:   Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works  
   Russ Jensen, P.E., Village Engineer 
    
SUBJECT:    Lawler Avenue Petition for Street Lights 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommendation 

Municipal Services Committee review of the petition for street lights on the 500 and 600 
blocks of Lawler Avenue.  The Committee may consider a motion to include this lighting 
request in the 2018-2022 Capital Improvement Program (CIP).       

Background    

The Village’s policy for requesting roadway lighting requires that the request be submitted 
in writing and 67% of the residents with frontage to the block, including corner properties, 
sign the petition. The 500 block consists of 15 properties, of which 14 households (93%) 
signed the petition.  The 600 block consists of 12 properties, of which 9 households (75%) 
signed the petition.  The petition requirement has been met for both blocks.   

The policy states that the Engineering and Public Works Departments must determine 
the feasibility of the request and cost of the project. The Engineering and Public Works 
Departments have determined that residential lighting can be added to this block of 
Lawler Avenue.     

Finally, the petition is to be reviewed by the Municipal Services Committee (MSC) to 
determine if there is support for the request. If supported, the MSC must determine if the 
design and construction of the project should be a special appropriation in the current 
budget year or be placed in the five-year capital improvements program. 
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Discussion 

The 500 and 600 blocks of Lawler Avenue do not currently have existing lighting. Most of 
the streets in the neighborhood (Lavergne, Washington, LaPorte etc) have cobra-style 
roadway lighting at the intersections and some mid-block locations.  (See Attachment 4) 

Budget Impact 

Although a detailed design of the proposed lighting system has not been completed, the 
preliminary cost estimate to install roadway lights in a manner consistent with the 
neighborhood is $75,000.   

It should be noted that the CIP currently contains two residential street lighting projects.  
Iroquois was approved by the MSC for inclusion in the CIP in 2012 and Harvard was 
approved in 2015.  Neither project has been funded.    
 
Documents Attached: 
 

1. Petition from the 500 and 600 Blocks of Lawler Avenue  
2. Letter from Brigitte Berger-Raish to the Petitioners dated February 14, 2017  
3. Map of Lawler Residents who Signed Petition   
4. Map of Existing Neighborhood Lighting  
5. Street lighting CIP page  
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Engineering           
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Decorative Street Lights 2018 $110,550  Operating 
Streets, Sidewalks and Alleys 2019 $  39,000   Operating  
 
- Critical  
 Recommended  
X Contingent on Funding 
 
Original Purchase Date & Cost   
N/A 
 
Funding History 
N/A 

 
 
 

   
Project Description & Justification 
 
The Village’s street lighting policy allows residents to petition the 
Village for changes, modifications and additions to their street lighting.  The petitions are reviewed by the 
Municipal Services Committee.  If the Committee determines the terms of the policy   are met, the project 
is placed in the capital improvement program.   There are currently two projects that have been 
recommended by the Municipal Services Committee.   
 
Iroquois Road - $110,550 
 
Remove the existing cobra style street lighting and install decorative street lighting within the Iroquois 
Road cul-de-sac. This project was the result of a resident petition from the Iroquois Road neighbors.  The 
request was reviewed and recommended by the Municipal Services Committee in 2012.   
 
Harvard Lane - $39,000 
 
Install decorative street lighting on Harvard Lane, north of Lake Avenue. This project was the result of a 
resident petition from the Harvard Lane neighbors.  The request was reviewed and recommended by the 
Municipal Services Committee in 2015.    
 
Project Update 
 
No changes to this CIP item.  
 
Project Alternative  
 

 



Maintain the existing street lighting.    
 
 
 
Operating Budget Impact 
 
Is this purchase routine _____ or ___X___ non-routine? 
 

 
NON-ROUTINE 

Maintenance Costs None 
Personnel Costs None 
Training Costs None 

 
 



 



 
 
Engineering and Public Works             (847) 853-7500 

 Department Fax (847) 853-7701 
 
 
MEETING DATE: February 28, 2017 
 
TO:   Municipal Services Committee  
 
FROM:   Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works  
   Russ Jensen, P.E., Village Engineer 
    
SUBJECT:    Special Service Areas- Draft Policy 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommended Action 
 
Committee discussion and approval of the draft policy establishing Special Service Areas 
(SSA’s).  This discussion is continuation of the Committee’s review of SSA’s at their 
November 3, 2016 meeting.  Once approved by the Committee, the next step is a 
recommendation for policy approval by the full Village Board.   
 
Background 
 
There are many projects in the capital improvement program (CIP) that have been 
deferred for years because of limited revenue and competing priorities.  SSA’s offer an 
opportunity to fund these projects with tax revenue generated from the residents who 
directly benefit from the improvement.   
 
SSA’s can be established by municipalities to fund projects that benefit a defined group 
of residents. An SSA can be initiated by either the Village or the residents.  The process 
begins with filing an application with pertinent information including the special services 
to be provided, the boundaries of the proposed SSA, the estimated amount of funding 
required and the stated need and support for the SSA.   
 
Discussion 
 
At the Committee’s request, staff prepared the attached draft policy on SSA’s for review 
and approval.  The policy has been reviewed by both the Village Manager’s Office and 
Corporation Counsel.   
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Some of the policy highlights include: 

• Eligible projects must be included in the CIP.  This will eliminate requests for 
projects that have not been researched by staff and/or consistent with the Village’s 
infrastructure goals. (Section 3.0) 

• Residents may request that an infrastructure project be advanced per the 
proposed acceleration schedule (Section 3.0): 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• All costs associated with establishing SSA’s will be included in the calculation to 
determine the tax rate.  Cost categories include construction, permitting, consulting 
engineering, materials testing, surveying and administration and legal fees.  
(Section 4.0)  SSA’s are time intensive to develop and, in some cases, outsourcing 
will be necessary.  This provision ensures all costs associated with the SSA project 
are supported by the neighborhood benefitting from the improvement.    

• The process to establish an SSA begins with a resident petition signed by two-
thirds of the households impacted by the SSA.  The petition must be reviewed and 
approved by the Municipal Services Committee prior to continuing to the next step 
which is preparing the application. (Section 5.0) 

• The following language was added to give the Village Board full discretion to 
approve or deny an SSA application:  “Village Board will review the application and 
may accept or reject it, in its sole discretion, and in making its determination may 
consider the size and cost of the proposed project, availability of Village funds, 
availability of staff resources and any other factor deemed relevant by the Village 
Board.” 

 
Attachment 
 

1. Draft Special Service Area Policy 
 
 

Project Acceleration Schedule 
Projected Schedule (yrs)  Resident Cost Participation 
1-5  20% 
6-10  40% 
11-14 60% 
15-20 80% 
21+  100% 
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Village of Wilmette      Policies & Procedures 

 

 

Policy Topic:  Special Service Areas 
 

Effective Date: TBD 

 

Revision Date:  

 

 

1.0 Policy Statement 

 

It is the policy of the Village of Wilmette to establish procedures for Special Service 

Areas, as governed by the Special Service Area Tax Law “SSA Law” (35 ILCS 200/27-5 

et seq). 

 

2.0 Purpose  

 

A special service area (“SSA”) is a limited taxing district within the Village which is 

used to fund services, initiatives or improvements (“improvements”) that are not 

available to the entire municipality.  There are many projects and initiatives in the capital 

improvement program (CIP) that have been deferred because of limited revenue and 

competing priorities.  SSA’s offer an opportunity to fund these improvements with tax 

revenue generated from the stakeholders who directly benefit from the improvement.  

Based on the actual cost of the improvement, a tax rate is established and applied against 

the assessed value of each property in the defined area. That amount appears on the 

property tax bill and pays for the improvement over a predetermined period of years.  

 

 

3.0 Eligible Projects 

 

Projects eligible for SSA funding must be included in the Village’s CIP.  SSA-funded 

projects typically include but are not limited to: public way maintenance and 

beautification; district marketing and advertising; business retention/attraction, special 

events and promotional activities; auto and bike transit; security; façade improvements; 

and other commercial and economic development initiatives.   Residents may also 

request to advance a project currently programmed in the CIP, such as an alley road 

improvement, per the attached cost participation schedule: 
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Project Acceleration Schedule 

Projected Schedule (yrs)  Resident Cost Participation 

1-5 20% 

6-10 40% 

11-14 60% 

15-20 80% 

21+  100% 

 

4.0 Costs Included in the SSA 
 

All costs associated with an SSA funded improvement will be included in determining 

the tax rate, including, but not limited to, construction, permits, consulting engineering 

costs, materials testing, surveying and administration and legal fees.   

 

5.0 Procedures 

 

1) Petition:  Residents may make a request for the Village to consider establishing 

an SSA by submitting a petition to the Village Manager signed by two-thirds of 

the households impacted by the SSA.  The petition should clearly state the nature 

of the special services being requested and a map, with addresses, of the area to 

be included in the SSA.  The boundary of the SSA properties shall be contiguous.  

 

2) Municipal Services Committee Review:  Village staff will review the petition for 

completeness and develop a preliminary cost estimate for the requested services.  

In addition, staff will prepare: 

 

a. Legal description with PINs and street addresses and map for proposed SSA 

b. List of registered voters residing in SSA 

c. List of persons who actually paid the taxes on each tax parcel in the last 

preceding year 

d. List of persons who own real estate within the SSA 

 

The petition, scope of services requested, service boundary area and preliminary cost 

estimate will be reviewed and approved by the Municipal Services Committee. 

 

3) Citizen-generated Application:  The application shall be filed with the Office of 

the Village President.  It shall include: 

 

a. Name of applicant 

b. Legal status of applicant 

c. Special services to be provided 



 3 

d. Boundaries of proposed SSA 

e. Estimated amount of funding required 

f. Stated need for the special services 

g. Local support for the services 

h. Signed by at least 1 owner of record in the proposed SSA 

 

4) Village Board Review:  The Village Board will review the application and may 

accept or reject it, in its sole discretion, and in making its determination may 

consider the size and cost of the proposed project, availability of Village funds, 

availability of staff resources and any other factor deemed relevant by the Village 

Board.   

 

5) Ordinance:  If approved by the Village Board, the Village must adopt an 

ordinance proposing the SSA and provide notice and a public hearing regarding 

the creation of the SSA, the levy of taxes and the issuance of bonds (if any). 

 

a. The proposing ordinance should include the following: 

 

1. The boundaries of the SSA by legal description and, where possible, street 

addresses. 

 

2. The permanent tax index numbers of each parcel within the area. 

 

3. A map outlining the boundaries of the SSA.  

 

4. The nature of the proposed special services to be provided; including a 

statement as to whether or not the services are for new construction, 

maintenance or other purposes. 

 

5. The proposed amount of tax levy for the initial year for which taxes will 

be levied. 

 

6. The maximum rate of taxes to be extended within the SSA in any year and 

the maximum number of years taxes will be levied if a maximum number 

of years is established.   

 

7. If applicable, the maximum amount of bonds proposed, the maximum 

period of time over which bonds will be retired and interest rate the bonds 

shall bear. 

 

8. The nature of the tax. 

 

9. Sets the date for public hearing 

 

6) Notice:  Notice of the Public Hearing must be mailed and published as required 

by the statute.  This notice must include the following: 

 

a. The time and place of the hearing. 



 4 

 

b. The boundaries of the area by legal description, and where possible, by street 

addresses. 

 

c. The permanent tax index number of each parcel located within the special 

service area. 

 

d. The nature of the proposed special services including a statement as to 

whether the services are for new construction, maintenance or other purposes.   

 

e. The proposed amount of tax levy for special services to be provided within the 

special service area for the initial year for which taxes will be levied. 

 

f. A notification that all interested persons, including all persons owning taxable 

real property located within the SSA, will be given an opportunity to be heard 

at the hearing regarding the tax levy and an opportunity to file objections to 

the amount of the levy. 

 

g. The maximum rate of taxes to be extended in any year and the maximum 

number of years taxes will be levied if a maximum number of years is 

established 

 

h. If applicable, the maximum amount of bonds proposed, the maximum period 

of time over which bonds will be retired and interest rate the bonds shall bear 

and, if the services are to be maintained by an entity other than the 

municipality, then a statement indicating who will be responsible for the 

maintenance. 

 

The notice must be published in a newspaper of general circulation not less 

than fifteen days prior to the hearing.  Notice must also be mailed to the 

person or persons in whose name the taxes for the last preceding year were 

paid not less than ten days prior to the date of the hearing.  In the event taxes 

for the last preceding year were not paid, the notice shall be sent to the person 

last listed on the tax rolls prior to that year as the owner of the property.  

Where there is a discrepancy between the names on the tax rolls and the 

individuals who paid the taxes in the last preceding year, the notice will be 

mailed to both individuals.   

 

7) Public Hearing:  As set forth above, the public hearing on the creation of the 

SSA, the levy of taxes and the issuance of bonds may be combined into a single 

hearing.  Interested persons will be allowed to present any statements, in writing 

or verbally, regarding any of the three issues which may be involved in the public 

hearing.  This public hearing must be conducted by the corporate authorities.  The 

adjournment of the hearing starts the clock for the objection period, so a clear 

record be made regarding when this hearing is adjourned. 

 

8) Objections:  The public has 60 days following the final adjournment of the public 

hearing to file an objection petition which is a petition that objects to the creation 



 5 

of a special service area, the levy of taxes or the issuance of bonds.  An objection 

petition must be signed by at least 51% of the electors residing within the special 

service area and by at least 51% of the owners of record of land included within 

the boundaries of the special service area.  This objection petition must be filed 

with the Municipal Clerk.  If these objection requirements are met then the special 

service area shall not be created.  There is a two-year moratorium on resubmitting 

petitions that have been blocked by an objection petition.    

 

9) Ordinance Creating SSA: Following the close of the objection period, the Village 

may adopt an ordinance establishing the SSA, provided no objections meet the 

statutory requirement to preclude the SSA.  The establishing ordinance must 

contain (a) the legal description of the territory of the area, (b) the permanent tax 

index numbers of the parcels located within the territory of the area, (c) an 

accurate map of the territory, (d) a copy of the notice of the public hearing, and 

(e) a description of the special services to be provided. It should also set the tax 

levy and provide for the issuance of bonds (if applicable) all in accord with the 

proposing ordinance.   

 

10) Filing of Ordinance:  A certified copy of the establishing Ordinance must be filed 

in the Recorder of Deeds Office no later than 60 days after the date the ordinance 

was adopted.  

 

11) Tax Levy: The corporate authorities must file a certified copy of the ordinance(s) 

levying taxes on or before the last Tuesday in December with the County Clerk. 

 

6.0 Management of a Special Service Area 

 

SSAs may be administered by Village staff or through a contract with a third party.  

Should the Village choose to contract for this service, the applicable information should 

be outlined in the notice if bond financing is used. 

 

Approved by: 

 

 

_____________________________     

Village Manager     Date 
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SSA Checklist 
I. Preliminary Matters Comments/status 

1. Prepare legal description with PINs and street addresses (where 

possible) and map for proposed SSA 

 

2. Obtain list of registered voters residing in SSA  

3. Obtain list of persons who actually paid the taxes on each tax 

parcel in the last preceding year 

 

      4.    Obtain list of persons who own real estate within the SSA  

I.A. Citizen-generated Proposal to establish Area  

 Application  

 Filed with Mayor  

 Name of applicant  

 Legal status of applicant  

 Special services to be provided  

 Boundaries of proposed SSA  

 Estimated amount of funding required  

 Stated need for the special services  

 Local support for the services  

 Signed by at least 1 owner of record in the proposed SSA  

 Village Board may accept or reject  

  

II. Initial Ordinance (Proposing Ordinance)   

1. Describes the “services”   

2. Sets forth the form of the notice  

3. Sets boundaries of the district by legal description, and where 

possible, street address, and identifies the land by a map 

 

4. The proposed tax limit, if any.  

5. The proposed limit and rate of bonds to be issued, if any.  

6. The nature of the tax.  

7. Sets date of Public Hearing  

  

III. Notice  

1. The time and place of the hearing.  

2. The area included by legal description, PINs and, where 

possible, by street address. 

 

3. The nature of the proposed special services to be provided 

within the special service area and a statement as to whether the 

proposed special services are for new construction, maintenance 

or other purposes.   

 

4. The proposed amount of tax levy for special services for the 

initial year for which taxes will be levied 

 

5. A notification that all interested persons, including all persons 

owning taxable real property located within the special service 
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area, will be given an opportunity to be heard at the hearing and 

an opportunity to file objections. 

6. The maximum rate of taxes to be extended in any year.  This 

last item may also include a maximum number of years in 

which the taxes are to be levied. 

 

7. If applicable, describes bond issue and rate  

  

IV. Publication and Mailing  

1. Published in a newspaper of general circulation not less than 

fifteen days prior to the hearing. 

 

2. Mailed persons in whose name the taxes for the last preceding 

year were paid not less than ten (10) days prior to the date of the 

hearing.   

 

  

V. Public Hearing  

1. The creation of the SSA.  

2. The levy of taxes.  

3. The issuance of bonds.  

4. Any and all interested persons should be allowed to present any 

statements, in writing or verbally, regarding any of the three 

issues which may be involved in the public hearing. 

 

5. This public hearing must be conducted by the corporate 

authorities. 

 

6. Minutes should clearly reflect when hearing was "finally 

adjourned." 

 

  

VI. Objection Period (60 days)  

1. Sixty (60) days following the final adjournment of the public 

hearing. 

 

2. Objections must be signed by at least 51% of the electors 

residing in the SSA, if any, and 51% of the owners of record of 

land included within the boundaries of the special service area. 

 

3. Objection petition must be filed with the Municipal Clerk.  

4. Municipality determines whether the requisite signatures have 

been submitted.   

 

5.  If objectors disagree with municipalities determination of the 

objections, the burden is on the objectors to bring appropriate 

quo warranto proceeding to void the municipality's actions and 

determination as to the requisite signatures.  

 

6. Determinations regarding who is an elector and who is a 

property owner are to be determined based upon the date of the 

public hearing.   

 

  

VII. Ordinance Creating Special service area  

 legal description of the territory of the area,  

 the permanent tax index numbers of the parcels located within 

the territory of the area,  
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 an accurate map of the territory,  

 a copy of the notice of the public hearing, and  

 a description of the special services to be provided.  

 maximum tax rate 

 provide for the issuance of bonds (if applicable) 

  

VII. Filing of Ordinance  

 Filed with the Recorder of Deeds Office no later than sixty days 

after the date the ordinance was adopted  

 

 Filed with County Clerk  

 

 



 
 
Engineering and Public Works             (847) 853-7500 

 Department Fax (847) 853-7701 
 
 
MEETING DATE: February 28, 2017 
 
TO:   Municipal Services Committee  
 
FROM:   Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works  
   Russ Jensen, P.E., Village Engineer 
   Jorge Cruz, P.E., Assistant Village Engineer 
 
SUBJECT:    Continuation of the Green Alley Program  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommended Action 
 
Committee discussion on whether or not to seek additional green infrastructure grant 
funds from the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) for 
the 2018 Alley Reconstruction Program as well as future programs.  
 
Background  
 
In 2015, the Village of Wilmette received a grant from MWRD to build four green alleys.  
MWRD reviewed the project details, cost estimate, and stormwater storage benefits and 
determined the project will reduce flooding and the burden on the combined sewer system 
during rain events. The grant was awarded in the amount of $130,000 to partially fund the 
installation of green alleys in Wilmette. The grant contribution of $130,000 reflects the 
cost differential between building green alleys compared to conventional concrete alleys.   

Discussion 

The following alleys were built as “green” alleys: 
 
 

 



 
 
 

2 
 

700 block  Crescent Place and Laurel 

 

900 block 12th and 13th Street 

 



 
 
 

3 
 

1500 block Central and Highland 

 

1300 block Elmwood and Greenwood 

 



 
 
 

4 
 

Green alleys have many benefits including: 

• Reducing the rate and quantity of stormwater runoff 
• Reducing stress on the combined sewer system 
• Recharging ground water 
• Filtering silt, pollutants and debris  

 

The green alley design utilized a combination of concrete and permeable pavers instead 
of concrete only.  The basic design is a concrete ribbon around the perimeter of the alley 
with permeable pavers in the center.  The green alleys have an inverted crown so the 
stormwater drains to the center of the alley.  The pavement base is open-graded stone to 
allow for stormwater retention.  An underdrain system collects and conveys to the 
combination sewer the excess stormwater that could not be stored in the base.   

The alleys have performed very well during rain events.  Residents report the green alleys 
have significantly better drainage than the original asphalt or concrete alleys.  Based on 
their performance, and all of the benefits associated with building green alleys, Village 
staff supports seeking additional grant funds to continue the program. 
 
Budget 
 
Green alleys are approximately 20% more expensive to build, therefore, if the Committee 
wishes to continue with the program, Village Staff will apply for another MWRD grant to 
cover the incremental cost to build green versus conventional alleys.    
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Engineering and Public Works             (847) 853-7500 
 Department Fax (847) 853-7701 

 
 
MEETING DATE: February 28, 2017 
 
TO:   Municipal Services Committee   
 
FROM:   Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works  
   Russ Jensen, P.E., Village Engineer 
    
SUBJECT:    Traffic Calming on Lake Avenue    
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommended Action 
 
Committee discussion of traffic calming measures on Lake Avenue from the Metra 
railroad tracks to Wilmette Avenue.  Proposed changes were reviewed and recommended 
by the Transportation Commission at their December 15, 2016 meeting.  If approved by 
the Committee, the Lake Avenue traffic calming project will be added to the 2018-2022 
Capital Improvement Program.   
 
Background 
 
In 2013, the Village received a request for an all-way stop at the intersection of Lake 
Avenue and 12th Street.  The intersection is currently stop controlled on the 12th Street 
legs of the intersection.  The Village performed an intersection analysis and determined 
the warrants for an all-way stop were not met.  These findings were presented to the 
Transportation Commission at a meeting on June 23, 2014, and the Transportation 
Commission consensus was to look at options to calm traffic and improve pedestrian 
accommodations.     
 
In 2016, Village staff was asked by several residents to re-look at the intersection because 
of a number of recent accidents at this location.  The Village retained the services of 
Kimley-Horn and Associates to evaluate the traffic control at the intersection of 12th and 
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Lake as well as the roadway configuration on Lake Avenue east of the railroad tracks to 
Wilmette Avenue.  Kimley-Horn’s report is attached.   
 
Study Findings 
 
Kimley Horn’s report includes the following observations:  

• All-way stop warrants per the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) 
were met for one 12-month period between June 2013 and June 2014, however 
since that time, only one accident occurred which was in September of 2016.   

• Traffic signal warrants were not met per the MUTCD. 
• Line of sight obstructions exist on the southwest corner of the 12th and Lake 

Avenue intersection.  
• Crossing Lake Avenue at 12th Street is challenging because the four traffic lanes 

(two lanes in each direction) create a long crossing distance. 
• The 85% speed on Lake Avenue is 35 mph which could be intimidating for 

pedestrians trying to cross Lake Avenue.   
• There is driver confusion and last minute lane changes as eastbound traffic 

approaches Wilmette Avenue.    

 
Recommendation 
 
Rather than installing an all-way stop at Lake Avenue and 12th Street, Kimley-Horn 
recommends a “road diet” for Lake Avenue to calm and organize traffic and improve 
pedestrian safety.  The proposed striping changes will merge eastbound and westbound 
traffic into one lane so that at 12th Street, Lake Avenue is just one lane in each direction.  
The benefits of this proposal are as follows: 

• Pedestrian crossing distance on Lake Avenue at 12th Street is reduced from 43-
feet to 22-feet.  

• Reducing the lanes of traffic on Lake from two lanes in each direction to one lane 
in each direction diminishes the potential for multiple threat pedestrian crashes. 

• Vehicle speeds are expected to be reduced as a result of creating (2) single, 
narrow lanes instead of wide, undefined lanes.   
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• Better visibility for 12th Street traffic because the through lanes on Lake Avenue 
are pushed closer to the centerline.   

Staff supports a road diet on Lake Avenue because the changes can be implemented on 
an incremental basis with low cost signage and striping as the initial phase.  After 
implementation, staff would re-evaluate the intersection and, if the changes are proven to 
be beneficial, the next phase could be structural in nature with curb extensions and 
sidewalk realignments.  If the initial striping changes do not have the desired results, then 
an all-way stop at Lake Avenue and 12th Street could be considered in the future. 
 
Budget 
 
The initial restriping of Lake Avenue will cost approximately $9,000 and the more 
permanent solution with curb extensions will cost approximately $55,000.  These projects 
will be included in the proposed 2018 budget and capital improvement program, 
respectively.     

Documents Attached 

1. Memo prepared by Kimley-Horn  
2. Resident Emails 























































































































































From: Frenzer, Tim  
Sent: Friday, September 02, 2016 12:29 PM 
To: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com> 
Cc: Berger, Brigitte <bergerb@wilmette.com>; King, Brian <kingb@wilmette.com>; Jensen, Russ 
<jensenr@wilmette.com> 
Subject: RE: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs 

 
Dear Ms. VanderKamp; 
 
Thank you for your message yesterday.  I have shared it with the Police Chief, the Village Engineer, and 
the Director of Engineering & Public Works. 
 
I appreciate your concern about safety, and I went back to refresh myself with the 2014 meeting materials 
and minutes from the Transportation Commission meeting when this particular intersection was 
discussed.  I see from the meeting that the engineers determined that the intersection did not satisfy the 
criteria for a four way stop.  Nevertheless, there was some discussion about looking at other means to 
slow down traffic and aid pedestrians. 
 
Ms. Berger has asked the Police Department to update its accident data, and I will ask our engineering 
staff to review this incident with the Police Department and see if there is additional signage or traffic 
markings that might help.  I am sure the Police Department will also be determining the cause of the 
accident.  That data would be beneficial to evaluate what other modifications to signs or pavement 
markings, or other steps, could be beneficial. 
 
Village Engineer Russ Jensen works with the Transportation Commission and would be your point of 
contact.  He is copied on this message and his email is JensenR@wilmette.com, and his phone number 
is 847-853-7602 
 
Russ will let you know the results of examining the situation again.  Thanks again for reaching out. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Tim Frenzer 
 
Timothy J. Frenzer  
Village Manager 
Village of Wilmette  
1200 Wilmette Ave.  
Wilmette, IL 60091  
Tel. (847) 853-7501  
Fax (847) 853-7700  
E-Mail: FrenzerT@wilmette.com  
   
This message is intended only for the use of the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may 
contain information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If 
the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for 
delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this 
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail. 
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From: Tara VanderKamp [mailto:tvanderkamp@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, September 1, 2016 3:58 PM 
To: Frenzer, Tim <frenzert@wilmette.com> 
Subject: Fw: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs 

 

Dear Tim,  
 
Yet another serious traffic incident occurred today at the intersection of Lake Ave. and 
12th. I am copying you on some correspondence between the Village and other 
neighbors (pictures also attached) dating back to Oct. 2013 regarding this dangerous 
intersection. Thank you in advance for taking the time to review it. I look forward to 
hearing from either Russ Jensen, Julie Wolf or yourself with a plan for making this 
intersection safer before an incident becomes deadly.  
 
Many thanks,  
Tara VanderKamp  
1130 Lake Ave.  
 
 
9-1-16 in front of 1130 Lake Ave.  
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6-3-13 in front of 1130 Lake Ave.  

 

 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com> 
To: "wolfj@wilmette.com" <wolfj@wilmette.com>  
Sent: Thursday, September 1, 2016 3:05 PM 
Subject: Fw: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs 
 
Hi Julie,  
 
The following email contains information and pictures about traffic incidents that have 
occurred @ the intersection of Lake Ave. and 12th, one of which occurred just an hour 
ago. I believe you may live near this intersection too, so if you have any additional 
information you may be able to provide to Russ in Engineering it would be much 
appreciated.  
 
Something needs to be done about this intersection before there is a tragic outcome.  
 
Many thanks,  
Tara VanderKamp  
1130 Lake Ave.  
 

mailto:tvanderkamp@yahoo.com
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----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com> 
To: "jensenr@wilmette.com" <jensenr@wilmette.com>  
Sent: Thursday, September 1, 2016 2:40 PM 
Subject: Fw: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs 
 
Russ,  
 
Attaching a few more pics of another accident that occurred along this busy, fast moving 
stretch of Lake Ave.  This incident occurred directly in my front yard in June 2013. We 
don't have very deep front yards and I fear a vehicle is either going to plow down a 
pedestrian or crash into a house one of these days.  
 
Looking forward to hearing how the Village plans to address this intersection.  
 
Many thanks,  
Tara VanderKamp  
1130 Lake Ave.  
847-728-0179  
 

----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com> 
To: "jensenr@wilmette.com" <jensenr@wilmette.com>  
Sent: Thursday, September 1, 2016 2:07 PM 
Subject: Fw: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com> 
To: "manisd@wilmette.com" <manisd@wilmette.com>  
Cc: Nate VanderKamp <nvanderkamp@yahoo.com>; Amy Hague <amythague@yahoo.com>; Brian 
Hague <brihague@mac.com>; Ashley Hooker <wanderash@yahoo.com>; Anne Kennedy 
<chick@t100g.com>; Stan Kennedy <skicma@aol.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 1, 2016 1:53 PM 
Subject: Re: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs 
 
Dan, 
 
Another awful accident just occurred at this intersection. There is currently a car sitting 
in the front yard of a house near this intersection. Come see for yourself but pictures are 
attached. When is something going to be done about this intersection??? It is 
dangerous and someone is going to get killed one day. Please, please take another 
close look at this intersection.  
 
Concerned,  
Tara VanderKamp 
1130 Lake Ave.  
847-728-0179 
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From: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com> 
To: Amy Hague <amythague@me.com>; Brian M. Hague <brihague@me.com>; Anne 
Kennedy <chick@t100g.com>; Stan Kennedy <skicma@aol.com>; Ashley Hooker 
<wanderash@yahoo.com>; Chantal Meier <wittmanc@aol.com>; Dana Lieberman 
<danalieberman03@gmail.com>; Carter Jons <mistercarter@gmail.com>; David Lieberman 
<davidelieberman@gmail.com>  
Cc: Nate VanderKamp <nvanderkamp@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, June 27, 2014 11:33 AM 
Subject: Re: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
 
Hi Neighbors,  
 
Nate and I attended the Village of Wilmette Transportation Commission Meeting on Monday. 
Interesting, but VERY long. You would have thought that it would have put Annie right to sleep, 
but she fought to the very end to keep her eyes open. Note to self, do not take a newborn to any 
more village meetings! : ) There were two other neighbors present on behalf of Lake and 
12th. We all voiced our concerns. Nate and I brought up the following: 
 
1. Considerable amount of pedestrian traffic traveling though this intersection in route to 
downtown and the Metra. There is no safe place for pedestrians to cross Lake Ave between 
Green Bay and Wilmette Ave. 
  
2. Pedestrians wait a long time to cross. Occasionally one car will stop to let a pedestrian walk 
across, but this is even more dangerous as the other 3 lanes of cars don’t usually see you and 
stop. 
 
3. Vehicles of all sizes (cars, trucks, emergency) travel down this stretch or road.  
 
4. Vehicles travel at high speeds because they are either speeding or gaining speed form 
traveling down the hill.  Police are always pulling people over in this stretch of Lake. 
 
5. Dangerous location for a school bus stop.   
 
6. Vehicles have to pull out and sit in the pedestrian walkway in order to see beyond the trees 
and bushes before making a turn out onto Lake from 12th (south side)  
 
Basically, the village collected data (traffic and pedestrians traffic) for one day, Thursday, June 
5th and crash reports from July 2009 - January 2014  to determine if the intersection meets the 
federal regulations for an all-way stop. Unfortunately, it does not. I'm sure Dan can email you 
the lengthy report if you are interested in looking at it, or you are welcome to come take a look 
at our copy.  
 
So, it doesn't look like Lake and 12th is getting an all-way stop, however the village is going to 
look into other options that hopefully make the intersection safer like re-striping the road (it is 
confusing as it is now) and maybe doing some things like what they are trying out at the busy 
intersection of Wilmette Ave. and Prairie.  I also suggested that they collect research on a 
weekend (when more people are walking to downtown and the French Market, etc) and that at a 
minimum, the school bus stop be moved off Lake and 12th (perhaps just a little further south on 
12th?) to an area with less hi-speed traffic.  
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We shall see what happens. Feel free to contact Dan for updates. Our feeling after the meeting 
is that the board is open to making changes but we might need to check in once in a while to 
keep the momentum.  
 
Tara & Nate  

 
 

 
From: "Manis, Dan" <manisd@wilmette.com> 
To: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com>  
Cc: Amy Hague <amythague@yahoo.com>; Brian Hague <brihague@mac.com>; Anne Kennedy 
<chick@t100g.com>; Stan Kennedy <skicma@aol.com>; Nate VanderKamp 
<nvanderkamp@yahoo.com>; "Berger, Brigitte" <bergerb@wilmette.com>  
Sent: Friday, June 13, 2014 3:01 PM 
Subject: RE: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
 
Tara, 
  
Attached is a letter that was put in the mail today addressed to neighborhood residents with 
information regarding the next Transportation Commission meeting.  Traffic control at Lake 
Avenue and 12th Street will be one of several agenda items discussed at this meeting.  This will 
be your chance to share your concerns with the Commissioners.  
  
Contact me if you should require any additional information in the meantime. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dan  
Daniel Manis, PE 
Civil Engineer 
Department of Engineering 
Village of Wilmette 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL 60091 
847-853-7621 office 
847-853-7701 fax 
847-331-0560 cell 
manisd@wilmette.com 
  
 
 
From: Tara VanderKamp [mailto:tvanderkamp@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 09, 2014 10:56 AM 
To: Manis, Dan 
Cc: Amy Hague; Brian Hague; Anne Kennedy; Stan Kennedy; Nate VanderKamp; Berger, 
Brigitte 
Subject: Re: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
  
Hi Dan,  
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I am checking in again to see where this stands. Now that the warmer temps are here the 
pedestrian traffic across Lake Ave. has picked up even more and it is not uncommon to have to 
wait for quite a while before finding a break in the fast-moving, 4 lanes of traffic at the 
intersection of Lake and 12th.  
  
Thanks in advance for an update on this.  
  
Tara VanderKamp  

  

 
From: "Manis, Dan" <manisd@wilmette.com> 
To: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com>  
Cc: Amy Hague <amythague@yahoo.com>; Brian Hague <brihague@mac.com>; Anne Kennedy 
<chick@t100g.com>; Stan Kennedy <skicma@aol.com>; Nate VanderKamp 
<nvanderkamp@yahoo.com>; "Berger, Brigitte" <bergerb@wilmette.com>  
Sent: Monday, January 20, 2014 7:55 AM 
Subject: RE: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
  
Tara, 
  
Thanks for the information.  The Village follows the federally regulated Manual of Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (MUTCD) when reviewing intersections for consideration of 4-way stop 
control.  The MUTCD governs the placement of nationally standardized traffic control signs, 
traffic signals, pavement markings, and more.  The primary criteria the Village will analyze to 
determine if 4-way stop control at the subject intersection is warranted will be traffic 
volumes/speeds and accident data.  We have been delayed in collecting the traffic data due to 
weather, I really want to collect the data when road conditions will be more representative to the 
conditions throughout the year.  In light of the most recent accident you witnessed, I have 
requested all accidents reports from the Wilmette PD this morning dating back five years so I 
can analyze the reports ahead of time to determine if the MUTCD accident criteria is met.  If 
there is a high rate of accidents I will see that this study is expedited.  Otherwise, the Village will 
wait till road conditions improve (we collect traffic data over a three to four day period) and I 
assure you that a complete traffic study will be completed early this year.  
  
Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or notice any other traffic incidents.    
  
Thanks again, 
  
Dan         
  
Daniel Manis, PE 
Civil Engineer 
Department of Engineering 
Village of Wilmette 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL 60091 
847-853-7621 office 
847-853-7701 fax 
847-331-0560 cell 
manisd@wilmette.com 
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From: Tara VanderKamp [mailto:tvanderkamp@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 17, 2014 3:33 PM 
To: Manis, Dan 
Cc: Amy Hague; Brian Hague; Anne Kennedy; Stan Kennedy; Nate VanderKamp 
Subject: Re: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
  
Dan,  
  
I'm not sure where this stands, but there has just been another major accident at this 
intersection. A car is being taken away as we speak on a flatbed and another SUV is sitting in 
the front of someone's yard. Now imagine that a child was waiting for or just getting off the bus 
at that intersection or pedestrian had been trying to cross there. I'm not trying to be dramatic 
about this, but something must be done and SOON! This intersection is so dangerous! I'm sure 
the police will be able top give you details on what happened. 
  
The neighbors of Lake and 12th are looking forward to hearing from Engineering on this! 

  
Sincerely,  
Tara VanderKamp  

  

 
From: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com> 
To: "Manis, Dan" <manisd@wilmette.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 4, 2013 3:54 PM 
Subject: Re: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
  
Sounds good. Thank you for the update!  
  
Tara  

 

 
From: "Manis, Dan" <manisd@wilmette.com> 
To: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 4, 2013 3:16 PM 
Subject: RE: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
  
Tara, 
  
We have been busy completing traffic studies in the order that we receive the requests and 
have not gotten to ‘12th and Lake’ yet.  I anticipate collecting traffic and accident data next week, 
weather permitting, in order to complete the study.  Therefore, I hope to provide a written 
response to your group in about two weeks. 
  
Thanks for your patience, 
  
Dan  
  
Daniel Manis, PE 
Civil Engineer 
Department of Engineering 
The Village of Wilmette 
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1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL 60091 
847-853-7621 office 
847-853-7701 fax 
847-331-0560 cell 
manisd@wilmette.com 
  
 
 
From: Tara VanderKamp [mailto:tvanderkamp@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 1:47 PM 
To: Manis, Dan 
Subject: Re: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
  
Hi Dan,  
  
I was just curious whatever came from the traffic study that was done this fall? I sure hope we 
are getting stop signs at this precarious corner! 
  
Thanks in advance for an update. 
  
Sincerely,  
Tara VanderKamp  

  

 
From: "Manis, Dan" <manisd@wilmette.com> 
To: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com>  
Cc: Amy Hague <amythague@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 14, 2013 8:06 AM 
Subject: RE: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
  
Thanks for the information. If a stop sign proposal makes it to the Transportation Commission, 
this information may be useful to the commissioner’s.  We will be in touch. 
  
Thanks again, 
  
Dan  
  
Daniel Manis, PE 
Civil Engineer 
Department of Engineering 
The Village of Wilmette 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL 60091 
847-853-7621 office 
847-853-7701 fax 
847-331-0560 cell 
manisd@wilmette.com 
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From: Tara VanderKamp [mailto:tvanderkamp@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 1:25 PM 
To: Manis, Dan 
Cc: Amy Hague 
Subject: Fw: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
  
Dan,  
  
Thank you for speaking to me the other day regarding the need for stop signs at the intersection 
of Lake Ave and 12th Street. I want to share with you another incident that recently occurred at 
this intersection (see the email below from Amy Hague, 1132 Lake Ave). Clearly, our neighbors 
are concerned about this too.  
  
We are looking forward to hearing the findings of your investigation. Please do not hesitate to 
call me if you have any further questions.  
  
Thank you,  
Tara VanderKamp 
1130 Lake Ave. 
847-728-0179  

  
  
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Amy Hague <amythague@yahoo.com> 
To: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 1:18 PM 
Subject: Re: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
  
Absolutely!  I also think that the tree line (bushes) on both north and south side of the street is a huge 
issue. 
  
Amy Hague, M.S., CCC-SLP/L 
Speech-Language Pathologist 
(312) 550-5336 
  

 
From: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com> 
To: Amy Hague <amythague@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 12:03 PM 
Subject: Re: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
  
Yikes!  Sounds like this intersection is a ticking time bomb. I'd like to forward your email on to 
Dan at engineering to prove that what we saw was not an isolated incident. Are you OK with 
that? 
  
Tara 

  

 
From: Amy Hague <amythague@yahoo.com> 
To: "tvanderkamp@yahoo.com" <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 9:37 AM 
Subject: Re: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
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Brian actually said he saw a WJHS student almost get hit by a car that didn't stop for the bus last week at 
that intersection.  I've emailed the transportation liason at the district to alert them to this concern as 
well..... 
  
Amy Hague, M.S., CCC-SLP/L 
Speech-Language Pathologist 
(312) 550-5336 
  

 
From: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com> 
To: Amy Hague <amythague@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 9:29 AM 
Subject: Re: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
  
Thanks, Any. I will keep you posted! 

Sent from Yahoo! Mail on Android 

  

 
From: Amy Hague <amythague@yahoo.com>;  
To: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com>; Stan Kennedy <skicma@aol.com>; Anne 
Kennedy <chick@t100g.com>; Ashley Hooker <wanderash@yahoo.com>; Carter Jons 
<mistercarter@gmail.com>; Nate VanderKamp <nvanderkamp@yahoo.com>; Brian Hague 
<brihague@mac.com>; Chantal Meier <wittmanc@aol.com>;  
Subject: Re: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  
Sent: Fri, Oct 11, 2013 1:06:58 AM  
  
VanderKamps- 
  
Thank you so much for your attention to this matter.  We also have noticed a great increase in pedestrian 

traffic and consistently worry about the speed of cars racing between the train and the big 

intersection.  We really appreciate you communicating this information to the village and if any further 

input is needed, please let us know.  We are "all for" a stop sign at 12th! 

  

Amy and Brian 

  

Amy Hague, M.S., CCC-SLP/L 

Speech-Language Pathologist 

(312) 550-5336 
  

 
From: Tara VanderKamp <tvanderkamp@yahoo.com> 

To: Stan Kennedy <skicma@aol.com>; Anne Kennedy <chick@t100g.com>; Ashley Hooker 

<wanderash@yahoo.com>; Carter Jons <mistercarter@gmail.com>; Nate VanderKamp 

<nvanderkamp@yahoo.com>; Amy Hague <amythague@yahoo.com>; Brian Hague 

<brihague@mac.com>; Chantal Meier <wittmanc@aol.com>  

Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 10:40 AM 

Subject: Lake Ave. & 12th Needs Stop Signs  

  

Neighbors,  
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We saw a 12 year-old boy nearly struck by a car on Sunday in front of our house. I think what happened 

is that he made a mad dash across Lake Ave. and the car that almost hit him was traveling fast, as the cars 

often do along this stretch. I've spoken to the engineering department (Dan) at the Village and they are 

adding the intersection of Lake and 12th to their traffic safety study they will be conducting this fall. 

Hopefully the findings will show that this intersection needs stops signs! Especially since we are right 

near the business district and there is a good amount of both pedestrian and vehicle traffic.  

  

Besides the speed of the cars (I'm sure you've seen how often cars are being pulled over in this stretch), it 

often takes quite a while for there to be a break in the traffic, allowing pedestrians to cross. Also, the tree 

line on the south side of Lake Ave makes it very difficult for drivers to make a left hand turn onto Lake 

Ave (west bound) without sitting in the middle of the crosswalk and/or partially in the intersection.  

  

Anyway, I will keep you posted on what I hear! Feel free to share this with other neighbors who may 

interested in this development.  

  

Thanks,  

Tara VanderKamp  
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