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      1200 Wilmette Avenue 

                                                             WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2019 

7:00 P.M. 
COMMUNITY RECREATION CENTER ROOM #106 

 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Joel Kurzman, Chair 
    Trustee Senta Plunkett   
    Trustee Kathy Dodd  
 
Staff Present:  Kyle Murphy, Chief of Police 
    Jeff Stein, Corporation Counsel 
    Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
       
I.      CALL TO ORDER. 
Trustee Kurzman, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM. Committee Members 
Trustee Plunkett and Trustee Dodd were present.   
 
II.       APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Trustee Kurzman directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the Public 
Safety Committee meeting of October 10, 2018.  Trustee Dodd moved that the Committee 
approve the minutes, seconded by Trustee Plunkett. Trustee Kurzman requested that the 
10-year crime statistics included in the October 10th packet be attached to the minutes. 
All voted aye. The motion carried. 
 
III.      Public Comment (Items not on the agenda) 
 
There was no public comment for items not on the agenda. 

 
IV. Discussion of Regulations Pertaining to the Possession, Use, and Storage of 

Firearms 
 
Trustee Kurzman introduced the topic, recognizing that while the subject is difficult for 
some people, he hopes the tone and content of the conversation will be positive, 
constructive and in the spirit of building and perfecting our community. Recent events in 
Wilmette and on the North Shore demonstrate that we are not immune to the challenges 
of gun safety whether that be suicide, mental health, domestic quarrels, teenage angst, 
drug deals, and the like. To start a conversation on gun safety, Trustee Kurzman stated 
he would like to focus on what we can do to keep legally owned guns out of the hands of 
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people who should not have them, such as children and individuals with mental health 
challenges. With those goals in mind, he is looking to review how we can reduce the 
supply of unwanted guns in the community and how to promote best practice for safe 
storage of legally owned guns. Data and research shows that the majority of gun owners 
nationwide do not follow safe storage best practices. While Wilmette residents 
undoubtedly follow best practices at a higher rate than the national average, loaded and 
unlocked guns are concerning and the promotion of safe storage can be helpful in moving 
Wilmette residents further along the continuum towards best practices.  
 
Village Staff presented a PowerPoint that reviewed the following: 

• The Village’s existing gun safety programs 

• Legal overview of safe storage laws 

• Answers to common questions from the community 

Existing Gun Safety Programs in Wilmette 

Chief Murphy highlighted the following gun safety programs currently in place: 

• Firearm and ammunition disposal program (130 residents have turned in unwanted 
firearms and/or ammunition from 2008 – 2018) 

• Temporary safe storage of firearms (residents can voluntarily store firearms at the 
Police Department if household circumstances suggest the weapons should be 
removed) 

• Project child safe (provide free gun safety locks to residents) 

• Clear & present danger form (Police and school administrators can report 
individuals to the State who may pose a danger to the public and the reports are 
utilized in determining FOID card status) 

• Concealed carry review (Police Department can object to the State granting a CCL 
license to a resident) 

• Domestic bond screening process (Police Department completes a form for the 
States’ Attorney which can result in an arrestee turning over all firearms) 

• Firearm restraining order act (New State law permitting individuals to petition the 
courts to remove an individual’s firearms for a period of six months) 

• Public education presentations (Police Department conducts facility security 
surveys and emergency preparedness and partners with local schools to conduct 
child safety talks about what to do if they find a firearm) 

Legal Review of Safe Storage Laws 
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Corporation Counsel Stein reviewed the Supreme Court decision in District of Columbia 
v. Heller which very likely prohibited safe storage regulations under the Second 
Amendment, though this has not been tested in the Seventh Circuit. Further, State of 
Illinois law passed in 2013 very clearly pre-empts local regulation of firearms, including 
storage, meaning that only the State of Illinois can regulate safe storage of weapons. The 
State law has a clear home-rule pre-emption as well. 

Common Questions Pertaining to Gun Safety from the Community 

Staff reviewed the following questions from the community: 

• Recommended best practices for safe storage (store firearms unloaded and in a 
mounted gun safe) 

• Cook County Assault Weapons Ban and the Village’s role in enforcing the ban (the 
Village policy is to call Cook County if assault weapons are encountered; the Police 
Department has not encountered an assault weapon since 1995) 

• Why the Village did not act in the 10-day window provided by the State of Illinois 
in 2013 (Cook County ban was in place and the Village did not intend to opt out of 
the ban, there was no identified assault weapon problem in the community, and 
the 10-day window provided by the State did not provide sufficient time for robust 
public notice and debate)  

• Village of Deerfield regulations (Deerfield is currently being sued for banning 
assault weapons) 

• Village of Northbrook regulations (Northbrook banned bump stocks as well as 
concealed carry in establishments licensed to sell liquor on premises) 

• Other miscellaneous programs such as a gun registry (not permitted), requirement 
for gun safety classes (not permitted), and a gun buyback program (permitted, a 
disposal program which does not provide a financial incentive is already place) 

Trustee Kurzman opened the meeting to comments and questions from the public. 
 
Amy Dumez asked how the Police Department knows that a gun brought in for disposal 
has not been used in a crime. Chief Murphy responded that the Police Department runs 
a check on the gun and will send it to the crime lab if it has been utilized in a crime. Ms. 
Dumez asked in regards to the firearm restraining order act if there is an age limit for 
making the request. Chief Murphy responded that the individual must be an adult family 
member.  

Ron Bryzinski asked if the Village knows how many households have legal guns or 
concealed carry licenses in Wilmette. Chief Murphy responded that the Police 
Department does not know how many guns may be in the community but there are less 
than 300 concealed carry licensees in Wilmette.  
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Gail Eisenberg thanked Trustee Kurzman for holding the meeting and hopes to work 
together on an intergovernmental basis on such public safety issues. 

Lynn Mason stated she has a FOID and CLL but does not carry her firearm because 
most Wilmette establishments do not permit them in their businesses, and this shows 
that current regulations are effective and respected by concealed carry holders. Ms. 
Mason stated that she feels the Second Amendment rights are a privilege in this country 
and she likes to execute those rights. Gun owners, especially those who have been 
through CCL training take great care in the storage and usage of their weapon.   

Trustee Kurzman asked Ms. Mason how she was informed about storage. Ms. Mason 
responded that training was the primary way and that the firearm should be locked in a 
gun safe and that separate storage of ammunition is appropriate.   

Laura Litchfield asked which local schools do public education. Chief Murphy responded 
that District #39 conducts a child safety program at the 2nd and 3rd grade level and they 
discuss what to do if a weapon is found. 

Karleen McAllister stated she is an organizer in Moms Demand Action which worked on 
the Firearms Restraining Order in Springfield and the community would benefit from 
public education on this topic. There is also Be Smart training which helps create 
comfortable environments around gun discussions with your children. Ms. McAllister 
noted that Moms Demand Action could partner with the schools to do more gun safety 
education and training. 

Nancy Fendley stated she is a member of the Civics & Safety Group which created a 
Facebook page that allows residents and Wilmette employees to have a forum to dispel 
rumors that permeate the community. Ms. Fendley acknowledged the great job the 
Police Department is doing with School District #39 and other schools in Wilmette to 
ensure safety of our students. 

Kate Gjaja, stated she is Co-President of the Wilmette League of Women Voters and 
the League is strongly in favor of gun violence reduction measures and education. This 
is the opening of a conversation in our community and there is interest around this 
issue. The League would like to partner with the Village to determine what can be done 
in regards to legislation as well as advance education efforts. Ms. Gjaja suggested that 
the Village provide new businesses with a sticker prohibited concealed carry in their 
establishment. 

Lisa Schneider Fabes thanked Trustee Kurzman for starting this process and wants to 
expand the discussion about gun safety in the community. 

Alexandra Eidenberg stated that to protect our children and community we need 
ordinances and legislation in such that what Northbrook did and asked where each 
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Trustee stands in relation to the Village of Northbrook ordinance which prohibits 
concealed carry in liquor licensed establishments. 

Trustee Kurzman responded that if the Village were going to take a chance on gun 
regulations, he would prefer to do it in regards to safe storage. 

Trustee Dodd responded that she is concerned about gun safety and wished we could 
do more and that the State would allow us to take more action to regulate gun safety 
and would like to do more outreach to businesses in regards to stickers which would 
prohibit concealed carry. Trustee Dodd stated she would like to consider restrictions for 
liquor establishments similar to the Northbrook regulations. 

Trustee Plunkett stated that as a mom, this is a difficult conversation but the 
congeniality of tonight’s meeting and the education being discussed and supported 
makes her feel good about these discussions.  Trustee Plunkett stated she would like 
more information about the Northbrook ordinance and understand how it is being 
implemented in Northbrook.  

Laurie Goldstein suggested that safe storage compliance happens in the privacy of your 
own home and if its legislated, there should be a concurrent public education campaign. 

Jeff Axelrod encouraged the Village Board to implement the Northbrook regulations 
concerning concealed carry in liquor license establishments.  

Dave Iskowich stated that any storage ordinances would be asking private citizens to 
comply with ordinances in their homes in regards to a legal product and asked about the 
potential ways of enforcement, compliance and penalties. Trustee Kurzman responded 
that there are no motions on the table tonight to pursue safe storage so the particulars 
of an ordinance would be discussed in the future if applicable. 

Phil Andrew stated he is a retired FBI agent who works with the Chicago Archdiocese 
on school safety. He commended the Village for starting the conversation on gun safety 
because you must be willing to have a discussion to meet the challenges we face. As a 
survivor of a school shooting in Winnetka, an incident which was forseeable and 
preventable, he knows that communities that have hard conversations produce good 
results, and as such, the community becomes more resilient from having the dialogue.  

V. ADJOURNMENT 
Trustee Plunkett moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 PM, seconded by Trustee Dodd.  
All voted aye, the motion carried. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Michael Braiman 
Assistant Village Manager 
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