
9/23/14  Approved 

 
     1200 Wilmette Avenue 

                                                             WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2014  
6:30 P.M. 

TRAINING ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Ted McKenna, Chair 
    Trustee Carol Ducommun   
    Trustee Julie Wolf  
 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present:  Brian King, Chief of Police 
    Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
    Michael McGreal, Deputy Fire Chief 
    Rob Brill, Fire Lieutenant 
   
     
I. CALL TO ORDER. 

Trustee Ted McKenna, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Committee                             
members Trustees Ducommun and Wolf were present.    

II. REVIEW OF PROPOSED AUTOMATED LICENSE PLATE READER 

Chief Brian King said the police department has experienced success in utilizing 
License Plate Recognition (LPR) systems in recent criminal investigations. The LPR 
data has been instrumental in the recovery of several autos stolen from Wilmette 
and the identification and arrest of the offenders.  His interest is narrowly focused on 
criminal detection, apprehension, as well as traffic safety.  When the Village 
experiences a pattern crime the LPR system allows the department to load suspect 
vehicle information into the system which will provide an alert to an officer on patrol.  
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The system also alerts an officer to stolen vehicles and drivers that have suspended 
or revoked driver’s licenses. 

Trustee Ducommun asked if the department would have a policy on the amount of 
time the data would be stored. 

Chief King said he would recommend keeping the data for approximately 12 months. 

Trustee McKenna said he is concerned about how the data can be used, he is not 
interested in harassing residents or their guests. 

Chief King said the policy for the program is clearly going to be investigating criminal 
cases.  

Mr. Braiman said Chief King could take direction from the Committee, draft a policy 
and forward to the Committee members for review and feedback. 

III. OVERVIEW OF STREAMING SQUAD CAR VIDEO 

Chief Kings said the police department has maintained in-car video and audio 
recording in each of its marked police cars since the early 1990’s.  The system is 
essential in maintaining the public trust and risk management. Whenever a police 
officer has an interaction with a violator, makes an arrest, or is responding to an 
incident with the emergency light activated, a computer inside the vehicle records 
the event which is then automatically downloaded wirelessly to a central server 
maintained in the police department. 

The police department is readied to embark on the next phase of the next phase of 
this technology which allows a police dispatcher or supervisor to remotely access a 
police unit to get real time view of an arrest, condition or incident. This also has 
positive implications of the Village’s Emergency Operation Center (EOC) as in the 
event of a village emergency or severe storm event, a real time image of conditions 
throughout the community can be monitored at the Village’s EOC for department 
heads to review and assess. 

The consensus of the Committee was to support the program. 

IV. REVIEW OF PARKING TICKET WRITING SYSTEM 

Mr. Braiman said in 2005 the Village purchased a hand held ticket writer and related 
software from Enforcement Technology, Inc.  An export layout was created to load 
citation data into the Village’s financial system, MUNIS, where the balances are paid 
and unpaid tickets tracked and eventually sent to a collection agency. 
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The current ticket writer is nine years old and is subject to occasional breakdowns.  
While repairs are covered under the annual maintenance agreement, the downtime 
results in more tickets being written by hand, which increases the workload on the 
Police Records Clerk as these tickets need to be manually entered into MUNIS for 
tracking and collections. 

The proposed system will be integrated with the new METRA station parking system 
and will allow for all officers, including Code Enforcement, to write citations directly 
into the system.  This will allow violators to their fines immediately. 

He said there are no monthly or annual fees payable by the Village under the terms 
of this program.  A $3 administrative fee is collected by the vendor for each paid 
ticket.  The current cost of a parking ticket is generally $35, with the implementation 
of this system, the Village’s fee would remain $35 plus an additional $3 for the 
administrative fee, which equates to a total fine of $38. 

  The consensus of the Committee was to support the recommendation to replace the 
 existing handheld ticket writing program with a new web-based solution. 

V. UPDATE ON FIRE SQUAD RESCUE TRUCK 
 
Deputy Fire Chief Mike McGreal said in October 2013 the Village purchased a light 
duty fire department rescue squad for $136,783.  The department put the vehicle in 
service March of 2014.  The vehicle’s purpose was to reduce the costs associated 
with responding as an assist vehicle for emergency medical and non-emergency 
calls with the departments larger fire apparatus.  Since the rescue squad went into 
service it has responded to over 730 calls. 
 
Deputy Chief McGreal reviewed the report presented to the Committee noting that 
under the new response guidelines utilizing the light duty rescue vehicle, the costs to 
place the appropriate number of personnel on an incident scene are greatly reduced.  
This reduction in cost is accomplished by using a more efficient and emission-
compliant vehicle designed for heavy road use.  This lowers operating and 
maintenance costs of the larger fire suppression apparatus by introducing less 
overall wear to these vehicles. 
 
The new light-duty rescue vehicle currently handles all non-emergency calls for 
service that do not require any specialized heavy rescue equipment or fire 
suppression. Additionally, the light-duty rescue vehicle is first-due village-wide for all 
EMS incidents.  Finally, the light-duty rescue will respond to working structure fires 
and motor vehicle accidents requiring extrication when shift staffing is at or near 
maximum. 
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VI. ADJOURNMENT 

Trustee Ducommun moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m., seconded by 
Trustee Wolf.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

Barbara L Hirsch                                                                                 
Deputy Village Clerk 

       

       

 

 


