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      1200 Wilmette Avenue 

                                                             WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 

 
WEDNESDAY, October 10th, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 
COMMITTEE ROOM (2ND FLOOR) OF VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Joel Kurzman, Chair 
    Trustee Senta Plunkett   
    Trustee Kathy Dodd  
 
Staff Present:  Kyle Murphy, Chief of Police 
    Patrick Collins, Deputy Chief of Police 
    Michael Clark, Police Sergeant 
       
I.      CALL TO ORDER. 
Trustee Kurzman, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. Committee Members 
Trustee Plunkett and Trustee Dodd were present.  There were no public members present. 
Trustee Kurzman welcomed all in attendance and had those present introduce themselves.   
 
II.       APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Trustee Kurzman directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the Public 
Safety Committee meeting of October 23, 2017.  Trustee Plunkett moved that the 
Committee approve the minutes, seconded by Trustee Dodd. All voted aye. The motion 
carried. 
 
III.      NEW BUSINESS 
Trustee Kurzman related that there were two items on the agenda for new business and 
that he was going to introduce a third item during public comment.   
 

A.   Review of Conducted Energy Weapons as a Less Lethal Option for Wilmette 
Police.   

 
Trustee Kurzman opened up the conversation on this item to Chief Kyle Murphy.  He 
related that the Trustees had received a memorandum and additional resource on this 
item prior to the meeting. 
 
Chief Kyle Murphy referred to the memorandum and the supporting documents in 
addressing this item.  He advised that the Police Department has been analyzing 
Conducted Energy Weapons (Tasers) for some time.  Based on this, the Department 
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has realized that there is a need to request the purchase of Tasers in order to fill the 
gap that exists in the Wilmette Police Department’s less lethal options.  Another basis 
for the request is the recommendation of the Village’s Intergovernmental Risk 
Management Agency (IRMA) to purchase Tasers, which IRMA believes are effective 
less lethal tools and reduce the potential injuries to both officers and arrestees during 
active resistance incidents.  
 
Trustee Kurzman commented that he learned a lot on the less lethal tools that police 
officers have in general and on Tasers.  Trustee Kurzman related he had questions 
concerning Tasers that he would like to bring up for public discussion.  He noted that 
this is an important and sensitive topic.  Trustees Dodd and Plunkett agreed with 
Trustee Kurzman and would also ask questions during the discussion. 
 
Trustee Kurzman asked where the Taser would be on the Use of Force Continuum, 
which he found educational concerning the order of use of force options on non-
compliant subjects.  
 
Chief Murphy stated that the Taser would be placed on the high end of the Use of 
Force Continuum.  However, the Taser would not be a replacement for a firearm that 
is used for deadly force encounters.  The Taser falls in the less than lethal force option 
and one of the advantages to having a Taser is that in scenarios where the force is 
escalating, the application of the Taser may minimize an incident from getting to a 
deadly force encounter.  On the lower end of the continuum, the Taser is placed in the 
less lethal force option for an active aggressor.  An officer’s decision to use a Taser 
will be influenced by numerous factors to include type of active resistance, weather, 
space, location, subject’s clothing, etc. 
 
Trustee Dodd related from the review of materials and talking to Chief Murphy, 
Wilmette Officers have a high response (firearm) and low response (spray or baton).  
The Taser would be in between these two responses.  Trustee Dodd inquired about 
the training that the Wilmette Officers would receive. 
 
Chief Murphy reviewed the annual use of force training that officers receive to include 
law, policy, marksmanship, defensive tactics, scenario based and judgement training 
in defensive tactics and firearms and other simulated exercises.  Chief Murphy added 
how the department uses two training simulators.  Scenario base training put officers 
in different scenarios that require them to make decisions while under stress.  For 
training in Tasers, it will fall into this annual use of force training.  There will be new 
policy and procedure development; an 8 hour initial certification training class and 
annual re-certification classes. 
 
Trustee Plunkett referred to five year use of force statistics that Chief Murphy had 
discussed with her earlier (firearm presentation (18); OC Spray (6) and Physical Force 
(53)).  She related that physical force was used the most by Wilmette Officers.  Trustee 
Plunkett asked what injuries to officers have occurred, whether the use of physical 
force could be more dangerous and would the baton be eliminated. 
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Chief Murphy related that in the past five years, injuries to officers have been minor 
such as bruising, abrasions and exposure to blood.  He advised that physical force 
could be more dangerous than the use of a Taser.  When dealing with persons who 
have underlining health conditions, studies have shown that the physical struggle far 
exceeds any exhaustive workout and that the Taser could end the confrontation prior 
to reaching an elevated physiological effect from the physical confrontation.  The 
Department would want to keep the baton as a use of force option.  In addition to 
defending blocks and strikes on a subject, the baton has other use of force 
applications like applying pressure point compliance and non-force applications like 
breaking out a window to gain entry in an emergency.  
 
Trustee Dodd brought up an earlier conversation with Chief Murphy on the usage of 
Tasers in other neighboring communities.  The neighboring communities that have 
Tasers reported using the Taser between 0 to 2 times a year.  She asked whether 
Wilmette Police would expect the same usage rate. 
 
Chief Murphy related that the Department would anticipate the same low usage.  Other 
agencies related that the presentation of the Taser often acts as a deterrent and no 
reported serious injury to the suspect or officer. 
 
Trustee Dodd and Trustee Kurzman asked what affect or likelihood of serious injury 
to a suspect with underlining medical conditions or mental conditions. 
 
Chief Murphy related that officers would most likely not know whether a person has 
serious underlining medical condition prior to using a Taser on a person who is actively 
resisting.  Studies have shown that actual physical force application can be more 
dangerous to a person with underlining conditions than a Taser application.  The 
elevated physiological state of the person during a use of force encounter is going to 
impact a person with underlying medical conditions and the longer the duration of the 
confrontation the greater the risk.  There are inherent risks is using physical force, OC 
Spray or Tasers on a persons with underlining medical conditions.  One of the 
advantages of Tasers is that in certain circumstances the Taser would likely reduce 
the length of the confrontation.   
 
Trustee Kurzman related that it makes sense that the availability of a Taser could 
reduce the need for potential lethal force.  But would having Tasers available likely 
increase the number of incidents of less lethal force. 
 
Chief Murphy acknowledged ten years ago some agencies had an overreliance on 
Tasers.  But, he does not see that happening in Wilmette because of the use of force 
training program and the defensive tactics training, Wilmette Officers have a high level 
of confidence to deal with non-compliant persons.  However, there are clearly 
incidents that having Tasers available would be a safer option than physical force.  
Based on data and experiences of surrounding agencies, Chief Murphy believes that 
usage would be minimal and similar to surrounding agencies.  
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Trustee Dodd discussed an incident in Florida where an officer used a Taser on a 
person having a seizure.  She believes that the Taser did not cause the seizure but 
the officer misinterpreted what was happening. 
 
Chief Murphy related that this would be addressed in training of officers so that they 
properly assess the situation.  Also, because the officers are confident due to the 
annual use of force training, there would not be an overreliance on Tasers. 
 
Trustee Plunket believes that residents would agree with Wilmette Officers having the 
option of Taser.  But, there would be concern if it was likely that Tasers would be used 
in the more normal regular circumstances that residents or their friends may see 
themselves in. 
 
Chief Murphy related that we would not expect to see this because of our low history 
of use of force incidents and lack of excessive force; quality of Department use of 
force training and the high caliber of police officers hired.  Also, the circumstances that 
a Taser would be used in would be when a person is actively resisting an arrest.  An 
advantage of us getting Tasers later than most agencies is that there has been 
adjustments by Taser in equipment, training and best practices that will be beneficial 
in training of officers in the application.  
 
Trustee Kurzman asked about whether the recurring expenditure of Taser was 
allocated in the budget.  
 
Chief Murphy related that the recurring cost is built into the budget and that the 
maintenance program provides free maintenance, unlimited cartridges to complete 
training above the recommended level, replacement batteries and new devices after 
5 years.  The feedback from the neighboring agencies is that devices need to be 
replaced in 5 years.  The vendor advised that batteries will need to be replaced prior 
to the 5 year period. 
 
Trustee Dodd asked on other possible vendors of Tasers and would we be able to 
negotiate price. 
 
Chief Murphy related that Axon is a single source vendor that has several purchase 
options and that we were mindful on selecting the option that would be best for the 
Village.   
 
Trustee Dodd related that she believes residents will view the purchase of Tasers 
positively and that when use of force has to be used, Tasers will reduce the risk to the 
person and the officer. 
 
Trustee Plunkett related that she believes that it is sensible idea and that a lot of 
research and study has been taken to make this decision and that 56 agencies of the 
62 members of IRMA have Tasers. 
 
Trustee Kurzman was concerned about adding weaponry and some residents also 
expressed concern.  But, he has received only positive feedback concerning the 
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Police Department.  When put into this context and after reviewing the material, he is 
comfortable with the decision.  He is especially comfortable because Chief Murphy is 
requesting Tasers and would only request it to improve service to the community.   
 
Trustee Plunkett made a motion that we recommend the purchase of 18 Tasers for 
the Wilmette Police Department as discussed in the meeting, seconded by Trustee 
Dodd. All voted aye. The motion carried. 
 
B. Review of Crime Statistics. 

 
Trustee Kurzman related that his request to review of crime statistics is not related to 
the Tasers but due to a growing perception that crime has increased.  This may be 
the result of increased police notification through email and social media.  Trustee 
Kurzman would like to review crime statistics in order to determine if it is only a 
perception and that crime has not increased in Wilmette.  He also believes that 
analyzing the statistics could put residents’ concerns at ease. 
 
Chief Murphy related that the handout has three of the most prevalent crimes in 
Wilmette.  Wilmette is fortunate in that violent crimes such as robbery are very low.  
Historically, property crimes such as residential burglary, motor vehicle thefts and 
burglary to autos are the prevalent crimes that impact the community and concern 
residents.  In order to evaluate current crime statistics, we compared these property 
crimes from two six year periods that were separated by 10 years to determine if we 
are experiencing an increase in crime.  Historically, the crime statistics for certain 
crimes fluctuate depending on who is in custody.  There are several prolific offenders 
who, when incarcerated, the crime rate goes down.  At this time, we are pleased that 
we do have a decrease in crime in 2018.  But, we are approaching the time period 
when historically we see an increase in residential burglaries due to several factors.   
 
On burglary to motor vehicles, Trustee Dodd asked about comparison of forced and 
unforced auto burglaries.   
 
Chief Murphy related that in 2017, only 2 of the 100 reported auto burglaries were 
forced.  Whether the offenders are coming to commit motor vehicle thefts or auto 
burglaries, locking your vehicle is a deterrent.  This is why we have participated in the 
9PM Routine campaign that reminds residents to make sure their vehicles and homes 
are locked up.  Chief Murphy related that burglaries to unlocked vehicles is not an 
issue specific to Wilmette.  It is common that the patterns and trends we experience 
are consistent with neighboring communities.  
 
Trustee Kurzman asked Chief Murphy’s opinion about the resident who spoke at a 
Village Board meeting that suggested charging for police service if the burglary 
occurred to an unlocked vehicle. 
 
Chief Murphy related that he has heard this before and would not be in favor of it.  This 
would victimize the crime victim twice and would deter the reporting of these crimes.  
The reporting of the crime is very important for us to investigate these pattern crimes 
and allows us to focus our efforts.  Chief Murphy acknowledged that not locking 
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vehicles and residences may be attracting a crime element to Wilmette, but would 
prefer to educate and inform residents to lock their cars instead of imposing a fine. 
 
Trustee Plunkett asked about why the groups are doing burglaries to autos. 
 
Chief Murphy related that there are some that are doing burglaries to obtain property.  
There are also other groups that are trying to steal cars in order to do other crimes 
and often violent crimes in Chicago. 
 
Trustee Dodd suggested that the review of Crime Statistics become an annual review 
of the Public Safety Committee after those periods that the Village sees increased 
burglaries.  This would possibly allow us, if needed, to determine where to focus our 
efforts to reduce crime.  Trustee Kurzman agreed with the suggestion. 
 
Trustee Kurzman noticed a fluctuation in crime statistics and wondered what factor(s) 
caused this.  He mentioned the decrease in residential burglaries in 2006. 
 
Chief Murphy replied that where we see a significant decrease in residential 
burglaries, it is often related to who is in custody.  With auto burglaries, we are 
currently dealing with offenders who are looking to steal cars in addition to taking the 
property left in the vehicle.  However, we have noticed that there is less fluctuation 
year to year in motor vehicle thefts as compared to 10 years ago.  This is concerning.  
We have made numerous arrests of these offenders but these offenders are not easily 
deterred. 
 
Trustee Plunkett liked the increase communication with adults and expressed that the 
communication with adults continue.  Similar to police communication with children on 
safety, communication with the adults is beneficial for the community. 
 
Chief Murphy reviewed the philosophy on communicating with residents and that we 
want to make sure the messages have a purpose and are read.  We use many 
different forms of communication to include Crime Alerts, Communicator and our 
police social media platforms.   
 
Trustee Kurzman asked whether Chief Murphy believed that we are currently in an 
upward trend that would concern the Police Department or the community. 
 
Chief Murphy related that he does not believe that there is currently an upward trend 
in crime in the community.  However, we are also not satisfied with the current levels 
and does not diminish are efforts to prevent these crimes.  Education and 
communication with the public is one aspect.  Our assertive Investigations Unit and 
active patrol are other aspects that we use to deter crime in the community.  If patterns 
are established, we will focus our attention to that area using a variety of patrol 
strategies including covert cars and additional units. 
 
Trustee Kurzman asked whether some neighborhoods are affected more than others.   
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Chief Murphy related that if offenders are using public transportation we will often see 
burglaries near these public transportation areas.  If offenders are using the highway, 
we will often see burglaries in residential neighborhoods off the highway.  If the 
offenders have vehicles, we may see patterns sometimes in a focused area near a 
specific road that they drove or we may see a wide pattern throughout Wilmette and 
other jurisdictions.  We will change our patrol strategies to meet these changes.  
 
The crime statistics presented to the Committee are attached.  

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Trustee Kurzman mentioned the two recent incidents that occurred in the Wilmette that 
involved firearms and Wilmette is not immune to gun tragedy.  The first was a suicide by 
a female that obtained her husband’s firearm and the second was a parent that called the 
police department when they found the juvenile had obtained firearms that belonged to 
his deceased grandfather and had been locked in a cabinet.  Trustee Kurzman related 
the firearms were legally owned but fell in the wrong hands.  The results were tragic but 
could have been worse.  He did his own independent research on safe storage of guns 
and legislative efforts to regulate safe storage.  He noted Gabby Gifford’s efforts and 
Seattle efforts on gun control and safe storage regulations.  He realized that these 
regulations face strong opposition.  Trustee Kurzman related that safe storage of guns is 
known to decrease risk of accidental firearm injury and suicides by youth.  One poll says 
that 76% of registered voters across America support requirement that firearms be stored 
in a safe storage unit.  Trustee Kurzman stated that he asked Village Counsel to do 
research and share with this Committee in a very narrow way specific to safe storage.  
This will be shared with the Public Safety Committee in a future meeting.  Based on his 
research, he related that his expectations on enacting a safe gun regulation is low but the 
conversation may spark a discussion and promote safe storage.   
 
Chief Murphy related that the Police Department would rely on the research work that is 
being done by the Village Legal Counsel.  This will require thorough legal research and 
will need to wait to see the results of this research. 
 
Trustee Kurzman asked whether the Police Department has any information on number 
of Wilmette residents that properly use safe storage of firearms. 
 
Chief Murphy related that at this time, the Department does not have specific statistics on 
Wilmette residents’ habits of safe storage of firearms.  We would rely on the feedback 
and research done by Village Counsel. 
 
Trustee Kurzman wanted to reiterate that his interest is very narrow on the storage of the 
weapons and not on whether a weapon is banned or whether a person should have a 
weapon.  His interest is a public safety focus on preventing firearms from getting into the 
wrong hands such as youth or persons with mental health concerns.  The research would 
be beneficial to know what can and can’t be done.  He would be satisfied with an outreach 
program to the public about this topic. 
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Trustee Plunkett related that at this time she is not in a position to address this topic 
without further research.  In terms of public outreach on safe storage, she asked if a 
resident called the Department what advice would they receive.   
 
Chief Murphy related that we have had occurrences that residents have turned 
weapons into the Department for destruction.  We would also try to provide advice to a 
resident on the safe storage of firearms based on the circumstances of that resident so 
that the weapon is secure. 
 
Trustee Plunkett asked if there is some specific safe storage that would be 
recommended by the Department. 
 
Chief Murphy advised that there are numerous safe storage devices on the market with 
many different options of securing the device.  In Illinois, firearms dealers are required 
to provide a trigger lock or other lock device with the purchase of a firearm.   
 
Trustee Dodd asked in there are any laws that require firearms dealers to give safe 
storage instructions of firearms. 
 
Chief Murphy related that he is unaware of any law that requires a firearms dealers to 
provide safe storage instructions. 
 
Trustee Kurzman related that in the case of Seattle, the legislation is tied up in court.  
But, Seattle Public Health has a public outreach program with a wealth of resources on 
safe storage and that we may learn from them.  He related that there are many different 
storage devices that have a wide range of security and cost.  Trustee Kurzman believes 
that it is imperative that if persons are going to own guns that persons need to be 
responsible owners for safety of the public.   
 
There was no other public comment. 

 
V. ADJOURNMENT 
Trustee Plunkett moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:29 PM, seconded by Trustee Dodd.  
All voted aye, the motion carried. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Patrick Collins 
Wilmette Deputy Chief of Police 



Year # of Cases Year # of Cases
2013 13 2003 55
2014 23 2004 45
2015 35 2005 30
2016 34 2006 21
2017 26 2007 31
2018 18 2008 55

Burglaries to Vehicles

Year # of Cases Year # of Cases
2013 88 2003 56
2014 55 2004 106
2015 95 2005 50
2016 69 2006 91
2017 100 2007 68
2018 78 2008 127

Year # of Cases Year # of Cases
2013 10 2003 9
2014 8 2004 16
2015 14 2005 11
2016 14 2006 17
2017 11 2007 4
2018 5 2008 3
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