
 
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

            

 
                        (847) 853-7509 
                 Fax (847) 853-7700 

                              TDD (847) 853-7634 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE 
Tuesday, August 22, 2017 at 6:00 PM 
Village Hall Training Room (2nd Floor)  

1200 Wilmette Ave, Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

AGENDA 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Approval of Minutes- August 7, 2017 

III. Discussion of Revisions to High Rise Life Safety Ordinance #2010-0-10 

IV. Public Comment 

V. Adjournment 

 

 

 

 
IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE 

 IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE  
MANAGER’S OFFICE AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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      1200 Wilmette Avenue 

                                                             WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 

 
MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 2017 

7:00 P.M. 
FIRE STATION #26 

1304 LAKE AVENUE, WILMETTE, IL 60091 
 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Joel Kurzman, Chair 
    Trustee Senta Plunkett   
    Trustee Kathy Dodd  
 
Staff Present:  Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
    Ben Wozney, Fire Chief 
    Rob Brill, Deputy Fire Chief 
       
I.      CALL TO ORDER. 

Trustee Joel Kurzman, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:16 p.m. Committee                                 
members Trustees Plunkett and Dodd were present.    

II.       APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Trustee Kurzman directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Public Safety Committee meeting of May 24, 2016.  Trustee Plunkett moved that 
the Committee approve the minutes, seconded by Trustee Dodd. All voted aye. 
The motion carried. 

III.      DISCUSSION OF AMENDMENTS TO HIGH RISE ORDINANCE #2010-O-10 
 

Chief Wozney summarized the history of the high rise ordinance which was 
adopted in 2010 and requires the three high rise buildings of 75 feet or taller on 
Sheridan Road to be protected by fire sprinkler systems throughout the building, 
including dwelling units. Chief Wozney discussed the fire safety compliance plans 
as drafted by the buildings’ consultant and approved by the Fire Department. The 
approved plans require sprinklers in the common and hazard areas, and fire 
alarms in the dwelling units. Based on the 70 decibel requirement for fire alarms in 
each bedroom, many units will need to install additional audio speakers. Currently, 



8/7/2017  Not yet approved 

no work has been performed on any of the life safety components which includes 
sprinkler systems or fire alarms. 
 
The Committee discussed whether the buildings were making sufficient progress 
to warrant an extension of the deadline or if citations were appropriate at this time. 
There was consensus amongst the Committee that the deadline should be 
extended, but the Committee asked that the buildings be aware of potential 
citations, and that the hitting milestone dates are critical. The Committee felt it was 
important to communicate that further extensions are unlikely.  
 
Trustee Plunkett made a motion to recommend that the Village Board adopt an 
ordinance amending Ordinance #2010-O-10 regarding the high rise life safety 
compliance deadline. The motion was seconded by Trustee Dodd. All voted aye. 
The motion carried. 
 

IV. DISCUSSION OF FLEET REDUCTION PLAN 

Chair Kurzman directed the Committee’s attention to the proposed fleet reduction 
plan. Chief Wozney summarized the Fire Department’s apparatus fleet and stated 
that the department is recommending to reduce the fleet by one. The Department 
will be proposing in the FY 2018 – 2027 CIP to retire the 1989 tower ladder and 
the 1996 fire engine pumper. These two vehicles would be replaced by one fire 
engine pumper. The new engine would meet the operational needs of the 
department and would have a 35’ ladder, a 500 gallon water tank (the retired ladder 
truck has a 300 gallon tank), and additional hose to provide versatility on the fire 
ground.  This will reduce the fleet by one vehicle and save $1.25 million in future 
vehicle replacement costs. The Committee concurred with the Staff 
recommendation to proceed with the fleet reduction plan. 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment. 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

Trustee Plunkett moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m., seconded by Trustee 
Dodd.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michael Braiman                                                                                 
Assistant Village Manager    



 
 
 
Date:  August 17, 2017 
 
To:     Public Safety Committee 
 
From:  Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
    
Subject:  High-Rise Life Safety Ordinance 
 
Background 
On August 7, 2017 the Public Safety Committee met to discuss amendments to 
Ordinance #2010-O-10 regarding high-rise life safety requirements. At this meeting, the 
Committee voted unanimously to recommend to the Village Board that the life safety 
ordinance be amended to identify milestone dates for implementation, and to extend 
the completion deadline by one additional year (see attachment #2 for specifics). 
 
The Committee held the meeting under the impression that the impacted condo 
buildings were informed of the meeting date and invited to attend. Due to a 
miscommunication between the Village and the buildings’ management company, the 
condo board representatives were not properly informed of the meeting. 
 
To ensure a transparent and open process, the Public Safety Committee has scheduled 
a second meeting for August 22, 2017 at 6:00pm to reconsider their recommendation 
and provide an opportunity for the impacted parties to address the Committee. The 
parties were notified of the meeting on Wednesday, August 17th.  
 
Prior to the Committee’s discussion of this matter, it is appropriate that a Committee 
member make the following motion: 
 

Move to reconsider the Public Safety Committee’s recommendation to 
amend Ordinance #2010-O-10 regarding the high-rise life safety 
ordinance compliance deadline.  

 
Once the motion is seconded and approved by voice vote, discussion may ensue. 
 
In addition to the documents previously provided to the Committee, attached is a letter 
from Village President Bob Bielinski to a resident of 1616 Sheridan road from June 
2014 in response to letters from several residents concerning the high-rise life safety 
ordinance. 
 
Documents Attached 

1. Sample letter from resident and Village President response- June 2014 
2. Memo dated July 24, 2017 regarding the high-rise life safety ordinance 



3. Draft Ordinance #2017-O-XX 
4. Ordinance #2010-O-10 
5. Sample “plan of action” from 1630 Sheridan Road in regards to fire sprinklers, 

fire alarms and other life safety components 
 
 
 











 
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

June 2, 2014 

 

 

Joseph Parpuolenis 

1616 Sheridan Road, Unit 3A 

Wilmette, IL 60091 

 

 

Dear Mr. Parpuolenis, 

 

Thank you for your email to me expressing your concern over the need to install fire sprinklers in 

your building at 1616 Sheridan Road.  We have received substantially identical letters and 

messages from a handful of other residents in your building as well.  I understand and appreciate 

your concern over the potential cost of retrofitting your building.   

Your email suggests that you believe that the Village of Wilmette is an outlier with regards to how 

the Village’s fire safety ordinances relate to older high-rise buildings like yours.  However, this is 

not the case.  It is my understanding that the Village’s ordinances are consistent with those of 

neighboring cities and villages in this area including Skokie, Evanston, Glenview, Park Ridge and 

many others.  In other words, your building would be subject to the same fire safety requirements 

if it were located in any of those communities.  If you believe this information to be incorrect, 

please share the specifics with me. 

Like many communities and states, the Village’s fire safety ordinances are informed by the Life 

Safety Codes promulgated by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).  Founded in 1896, 

the NFPA is an international, non-profit organization that generates life safety related codes.  The 

code making process is led by a diverse volunteer technical committee, and all proposed codes go 

through a public comment period before being adopted by the NFPA membership.  NFPA codes 

are used in every state and adopted statewide in 43 states, including Illinois, and the Village of 

Wilmette has adopted the NFPA 101 Life Safety Code 2006 Edition. 

The Life Safety Code (LSC) requires that new and existing high-rise buildings be protected 

throughout by an automatic fire sprinkler system, with the exception of buildings in which an 

approved engineered life safety system has been provided.  Please note that there are fire safety 

improvements that can be made to your building which may lessen the required sprinkler coverage 

area.   



In 2010, the Village updated its Code and started to enforce the requirements of the LSC, which 

included setting a timeline for high-rises to come into compliance with these well-established 

standards which had been in place since 2000.  The Village Board engaged in substantial dialogue 

and discussion at the time about the high-rise sprinkler requirements, and the Board decided to 

allow for an 11 year window for all buildings to achieve compliance through the Life Safety 

Evaluation (LSE) process.  The LSE process allows each building to be evaluated individually 

based on its previous measures taken to be “fire safe.” 

Your building has already submitted its compliance plan to the Wilmette Fire Department.  It is 

important for you to understand that under the Life Safety Code, your building is rated on several 

criteria beyond just sprinklers.  High-rise buildings are evaluated on fire control, egress, refuge 

and general fire safety.  Unfortunately, the report that your building’s consultant (Aon Fire 

Protection Engineering) submitted to the Fire Department indicated that your building failed to 

achieve a passing LSE score in any of these areas.   

The LSE process covers much more than just sprinklers, and it is essential that your building 

continue this evaluation process to ensure the safety and protection of its residents and visitors. 

Since 2010, it has been necessary, and remains necessary, for all concerned parties to move 

forward to complete their planning and implementation.  All of the impacted buildings in Wilmette 

are in the planning and design stage, as is yours. 

Your email references a recent controversy with regards to the Office of State Fire Marshal.  The 

Office of State Fire Marshal recently proposed implementing mandatory residential sprinkler 

requirements for new construction through a statewide mandate.  While many opposed the 

imposition of new regulations via statewide mandate, this controversy is unrelated to your 

building’s situation, and the action does not have any impact on or relation to the Village’s 

ordinances.  The Fire Department sent a letter last autumn explaining this to the condominium 

association of every concerned building. 

Recently introduced (but not adopted) legislation would require that all new statewide fire safety 

codes be approved by the General Assembly, as opposed to the State Fire Marshal’s mandates only 

being subject to review by the General Assembly’s Joint Committee on Administrative Rules 

(JCAR).  Legislation which would modify the currently adopted Life Safety Code has not been 

proposed.  The State has adopted the 2000 version of the LSC which includes the same sprinkler 

requirements for high-rise buildings, and the Village is not aware of any discussions regarding 

repealing the LSC. 

Your email also states that your building was “built to be fireproof” because it uses only concrete 

and steel in its structural elements.  This is a very dangerous misconception as your building is 

most assuredly not fireproof.  Virtually all high-rises of your building’s type utilize concrete and 

steel in their structural elements – yet people who live or work in concrete and steel high rises die 

every year in fires, and firefighters endanger their lives battling fires in such buildings each year.  

Regardless of the structural components, every hallway and common area, as well as every room 

of every unit, have walls and floors covered with flammable materials and other contents that 

readily burn and can take lives when they do. 



In 1993, a fire at 1420 Sheridan Road in Wilmette trapped three occupants, claiming the life of 

one Wilmette resident and nearly claiming the lives of two Wilmette firefighters.   

Another example, with which you should be familiar, is the 2003 fire in the Cook County 

Administration Building in Chicago which killed six people and injured scores of others.   

In 2012, another fatal fire occurred in a Chicago residential high-rise that was not equipped with 

sprinklers, claiming the life of a person who did not live in the unit where the fire started.   

There are many other examples of people who have died in high-rise fires regardless of the 

building’s structural elements.  It is simply not safe or prudent to believe that your building is 

fireproof.  Even if a fire does not occur in your unit, smoke from fire in another unit or in a common 

area can still be lethal and can block escape routes. 

There has never been a multiple loss of life fire in a sprinkler-protected building, and over 97% of 

all fires are controlled or extinguished by the sprinkler at the point of the fire.  Many people do not 

realize that sprinklers are activated only by the heat from a fire at the point of the fire; sprinklers 

are not activated throughout an entire building.  Sprinklers act to stop a fire at its point of origin, 

and in addition to saving lives, sprinklers actually minimize smoke and water damage to the unit 

with the fire, as well as other units and common areas in the building. 

With regards to single family homes, Wilmette does not require retrofitting of single family homes 

with sprinkler systems, and furthermore, does not require residential sprinkler systems in new 

construction unless lightweight construction methods are used.  The use of lightweight 

construction methods has proven to be more dangerous during a fire than older construction 

methods that use dimensional lumber.  Lightweight construction methods are not widely used by 

homebuilders in the Village.   

However, there are significant differences between a single family home and a high-rise building 

which results in the difference in public policy.  A high-rise building is defined as any building 

with a floor height greater than 75’ from grade level. 

High-rise buildings are far more difficult to evacuate, and therefore, it takes longer for occupants 

to reach safety in the event of a fire.  Elevators are not safe for use during a fire, and occupants 

with limited mobility are at even greater risk.  It is also more difficult, and therefore it requires 

more time, for firefighters to reach occupants who may be in need of assistance.  In a high-rise 

building, residents are only as safe as the most careless resident living in their building since fire, 

heat and smoke can kill residents in units which are not the source of a fire. 

For those reasons, the Village of Wilmette’s Life Safety and High Rise Sprinkler Ordinance 

Compliance Plan better protects the lives of building occupants by requiring enhanced and 

effective safety measures in residential high-rise buildings.  In addition to requiring sprinklers in 

high-rise buildings, the ordinance also requires high-rise building owners to submit Life Safety 

Evaluations (LSE) and a plan to achieve a passing LSE score to the Wilmette Fire Department.  

A recent editorial in the Chicago Tribune urged the City of Chicago to not extend the deadline for 

its high-rise apartments to come into compliance with fire safety regulations.  A copy of the 

editorial is attached. 



I hope this letter clears up some of the common misconceptions about the need for and benefits of 

sprinkler systems in high-rise buildings.  While I understand your concerns about the potential 

costs of implementing better fire safety protection in your building, I hope you appreciate that the 

Village’s requirements are quite reasonable and consistent with the requirements of other 

neighboring communities.   

In any event, I hope you will acknowledge that you and all the residents of your building will be 

safer as a result of these improvements.  More and more, future purchasers of high-rise 

condominium units may consider whether their investment and their lives will be protected by a 

modern and effective fire suppression and control system.   

If you have any additional questions or concerns, I encourage you to speak directly with Wilmette 

Fire Chief Jim Dominik.  

Best regards, 

 

 
 

Robert T. Bielinski 

Village President 

 

cc:   1616 Sheridan Corporation 

 Representative Robyn Gabel 



 
OPINION 

Opinion 

Home>Featured Articles>Fire Safety 

 
Editorial: Are you safe in a high-rise? 
Sprinkler mandate gets nixed, but that shouldn't halt the push for protection from 

fire 

August 06, 2013 

 

 
A fire burns in a Near North high-rise this morning. (Keri Wiginton, Chicago Tribune) 

 

Illinois State Fire Marshal Larry Matkaitis got scorched by the blowback from Chicago pols and 

condo owners after he proposed that residential high-rise buildings be required to install sprinkler 

systems or pass stringent safety exams in the next 12 years. 

He wisely backed off that proposal last week. "It has become clear that any proposed state rule needs 

additional refinement," he wrote in a Friday statement. 
  
We haven't backed a sprinklers-for-all solution because it would be prohibitively expensive for many 

buildings. But let's credit Matkaitis for rekindling a spirited debate over how best to protect high-rise 

residents from deadly blazes. 

In Chicago, sprinklers are required for all commercial and residential high-rises built since 1975. 

Pre-1975 commercial buildings must install sprinklers by 2017. But the city exempts pre-1975 

residential high-rises because of the huge expense of retrofitting those buildings. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion
http://www.chicagotribune.com/
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/keyword/fire-safety
http://www.trbimg.com/img-52004234/turbine/chi-crews-on-scene-of-reported-fire-at-downtow-001/600/600x429


A 2004 city ordinance requires the older residential buildings to choose from a list of generally 

cheaper safety improvements. Those improvements were supposed to be finished by Jan. 1, 2012. 

But in late 2011, the City Council extended that deadline to 2015. Building owners already had been 

allotted seven years to come up to standards. Many hadn't complied to the city's satisfaction, and 

nevertheless got a break. 

 

Only 47 of the 725 residential buildings that are taller than 80 feet and were built before 1975 have 

completed all the required fire safety upgrades, according to Chicago Buildings Department 

spokesman Bill McCaffrey. Another 385 are making upgrades to come into compliance. The rest are 

... still completing their fire safety upgrade plans. 

So, yes, we understand Matkaitis' frustration with the pokey pace of these safety improvements. His 

office says there have been 20 Chicago high-rise fires in the last 18 months, killing four people. 

City officials need to push straggling high-rise owners to finish fire safety improvements. 

And the deadline should be the deadline. No more extensions. Buildings need to comply by Jan. 1, 

2015, preferably sooner. Residential buildings typically are more dangerous than commercial 

skyscrapers because of how they're used. There's more cooking, more smoking, and more risky play 

by children. 

The people who live in these buildings can't assume anything about their safety. Remember the 

terrible story of Shantel McCoy, who rode an elevator to her 12th floor Lake Shore Drive apartment 

in early 2012? 

As the elevator doors opened, she was scorched by 1,500-degree temperatures, smoke, soot and 

carbon dioxide. The building had no sprinklers. It also didn't have a building-wide alarm. Or 

elevators that automatically stopped working in a fire. At the time, that building "still had work to 

do" in its fire-safety improvements, a city official said. 

The state shouldn't force a sprinkler mandate on older residential buildings. Building owners should 

have some flexibility in determining how best to keep high-rise residents safe. 

But Matkaitis is right to keep the heat on. Building owners who delay or cheat on fire safety 

improvements risk catastrophe. 

 



 
 

 
Date:  July 24, 2017 
 
To:     Public Safety Committee 
 
From:  Ben Wozney, Fire Chief 
    
Subject:  High-Rise Life Safety Ordinance 
 
Recommended Motion 
Move to recommend that the Village Board adopt Ordinance #2017-O-XX extending the 
deadline for implementation (by one year) of the life safety code for high-rise buildings. 
 
Background 
In 2009, the Village Board adopted the 2006 National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) Life Safety Code and the 2006 International Code Council (ICC) Building and 
Fire Codes (collectively referred to as ‘Codes’).  
 
The Codes specify that all high-rise buildings, 75 feet or higher, must be protected by 
an automated fire sprinkler system throughout the building (including each dwelling 
unit). There are two exceptions in the Codes which would not require the sprinklers 
throughout a structure: 
 

1. Each individual dwelling unit has exterior exit access  
2. Buildings in which an engineered life safety system has been approved 

 
The buildings in the Village impacted by the high-rise requirements in the Codes 
include: 
 

 1500 Sheridan Road 
 1616 Sheridan Road 
 1630 Sheridan Road 

 
A second ordinance was adopted in January 2010 which provided a 10-year timeline to 
bring those buildings into compliance with the Codes. During this initial implementation 
phase, the buildings explored a Life Safety Evaluation in lieu of installing fire 
suppression sprinklers into each individual unit. The three impacted buildings hired the 
same consultant to formulate their life safety plans, which were approved by the Fire 
Department in December 2012. The approved plans would require sprinklers in the 
buildings’ common areas and hazardous areas. Instead of installing sprinklers in each 
dwelling unit, an audible fire alarm notification device is required to extend into each 
unit. To meet the Codes’ requirements, the alarm must reach 70 decibels at the height 
of the pillow in each bedroom. 



 
The fire safety compliance plan for 1630 Sheridan Road, as drafted by its consultant 
and subsequently approved by the Fire Department, made the following 
recommendations (similar recommendations have been made for the other two 
buildings): 
 

Item 
# 

Recommendations 

1 Install fire sprinklers in all hazardous area rooms 

2 Perform a detailed evaluation of existing fire alarm system to determine 
compliance with NFPA 72 to ensure that the minimum audible and visual 
notification requirements are met.  
 
Expand the existing fire alarm system to provide audible and visual 
notification devices throughout the building, including dwelling units, in  
compliance with NFPA 101, Section 9.6 

3 Expand the existing smoke detection system in accordance with NFPA 72, 
to include smoke detectors in all common areas and work spaces outside 
the dwelling units, exit stairs, corridors, lobbies, storage rooms, equipment 
rooms, and other tenantless spaces suitable for smoke detector operation 
(see item No. 6 for alternate recommendation) 

4 Expand the existing fire sprinkler system by installing automatic fire 
sprinklers in all common areas and corridors. 

5 Install self-closing devices on all dwelling doors and all exit route doors of 
non-tenant rooms. 

6 Install fire dampers at each air duct that passes through the stair enclosure 
to the air vent opening that extends into the corridors. Repair all stair doors 
so that they are all self-closing and self- latching. Fire stop all floor/ceiling 
penetrations in the electrical closets on each floor. 

 
Sound testing of all three structures has indicated that a significant portion of the 
dwelling units will be required to install an additional speaker in each bedroom in order 
to meet the 70 decibel threshold.   
 
To date, no work has been performed in regards to sprinkler systems, fire alarms or 
other required life safety components. The buildings indicate that bids for the 
installation of all required components have been attained, but these bids have not 
been shared with the Village. 
 
Discussion 
The Fire Department has worked closely with the impacted buildings since 2010 in an 
effort to reach compliance within a reasonable timeframe given the cost and logistics 
involved. Given the lack of progress to date, the Village is recommending an extension 
of the implementation deadline in order to achieve full compliance by the end of 2021. 
The revised timeline, with specific milestone dates, is as follows:  
 

 January 1, 2018:   Begin installing fire alarm speakers and sprinkler  
systems 

 
 December 31, 2018:  Each unit shall have at least one speaker installed in 

a common area (living room) of the unit 



 
  

 December 31, 2019:  Units for which the common area speaker does not 
provide sufficient decibels in the bedrooms will be 
required to install an additional speaker(s) in the 
bedroom(s) 

 
 December 31, 2021:  Complete installation of all fire alarm speakers, 

sprinklers and other applicable life safety work 
 

Further, units that transfer ownership must have the appropriate speakers installed 
within 30 days after the transfer.  
 
Other Options 
The Village Board may also entertain the following options in regards to the high-rise 
ordinance: 
 

 Make no changes and require compliance by December 31, 2020 
 

o This option is not recommended as compliance by this date is unlikely, 
and the amended ordinance delineates clear milestone dates which do 
not currently exist  
 

 Pass a local amendment to the Codes no longer requiring the installation of fire 
sprinklers and alarms in high rise building 
 

o This option is not recommended because there is significant risk to the 
building occupants without the installation of these important life safety 
features, and the State of Illinois Fire Marshall will eventually enforce 
these same requirements and may not be as lenient in regards to the 
implementation timeline as the Village has been; further study of the 
Codes would be required to determine what other impacts such a change 
may have on the overall implementation of fire safety requirements.   
 

Documents Attached 
1. Draft Ordinance #2017-O-XX 
2. Ordinance #2010-O-10 
3. Sample “plan of action” from 1630 Sheridan Road in regards to fire sprinklers, 

fire alarms and other life safety components 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2017-O-XX 
 

AN ORDINANCE EXTENDING THE DEADLINES FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LIFE SAFETY CODE COMPLAINT FOR 

HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS 
 
WHEREAS, the Village President and Board of Trustees (hereinafter collectively referred to 

as the “Village Board”) of the Village of Wilmette, Cook County, Illinois (hereinafter the 

“Village”), find that the Village is a home rule municipal corporation as provided in Article VII, 

Section 6 of the 1970 Constitution of the State of Illinois and, pursuant to said constitutional 

authority, may exercise any power and perform any function pertaining to its government and 

affairs for the protection of the public health, safety, morals and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, the Village Board further found that the NFPA Life Safety Code may be 

adopted by municipalities and did on [DATE] when Ordinance 2010-O-10 was adopted; and 

WHEREAS, during the implementation phase of the Life Safety requirements, the High-Rise 

buildings obtained a Life Safety Evaluation, which allowed for implementation of the certain 

Life Safety modifications in lieu of installing fire suppression sprinklers in the individual units of 

the High-Rise buildings; and 

  WHEREAS, one Life Safety modification was the required installation of fire alarm voice 

notification, which must be at a certain decibel level at the height of the pillow in all bedrooms 

for each unit; and 

WHEREAS, the Village Board implemented a timeline for the tiered installation of an 

Automatic Fire Sprinkler System and other Life Safety modifications to each High-Rise building; 

and  
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WHEREAS, the High-Rise buildings have expressed a desire to extend the installation 

period of both the Life Safety modifications, specifically the installation of certain required fire 

alarm voice notification equipment, and of the Automatic Fire Sprinkler System; and 

WHEREAS, the Village of Wilmette Fire Chief has received the requests of the High-Rise 

buildings and has determined that an extension to the timeline provided for in 2010-O-10 is 

necessary because of the practical, logistical and financial hardships installation of the Automatic 

Fire Sprinkler System and the Life Safety modifications entail; and   

WHEREAS, the Village Board further finds that, upon the request of the High-Rise 

buildings subject to Ordinance 2010-O-10, an extension of the previously set timelines are 

necessary to allow for the efficient, but effective, installation of the Automatic Fire Sprinkler 

System and the Life Safety modifications for the High-Rise buildings. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES of the Village of Wilmette, Cook County, Illinois, as follows:   

SECTION 1: The foregoing findings and recitals, and each of them, are hereby adopted as 

Section 1 of this Ordinance and are incorporated by reference as if set forth verbatim herein. 

SECTION 2: Ordinance 2010-O-10, adopted on February 9, 2010 is hereby modified as 

follows: 

Every building subject to the provisions of Ordinance 2010-O-10 shall begin installation of an 
approved and required Automatic Fire Sprinkler System by January 1, 2018 and shall be 
completely equipped with an Automatic Fire Sprinkler System no later than January 1, 2022. 

Every building subject to the provisions of Ordinance 2010-O-10 shall begin installation of 
the approved and required Life Safety modifications by January 1, 2018 as follows: 

1. Each unit shall have at least one fire alarm voice notification speaker installed in a 
common area of the unit by January 1, 2019; and 
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2. Unit owners may voluntarily install any necessary additional speakers at any time prior to 
January 1, 2022; and 

3. Units that seek to transfer ownership after the effective date of this Ordinance, in any 
manner, must have the appropriate speakers installed prior to such transfer taking effect 
or within in thirty (30) days after such transfer; and notice of the intent to transfer 
ownership of the unit must be provided to the Fire Department within ten (10) days 
before such transfer is originally scheduled to take place; and 

4. All other units that do not reach a minimum decibel level of 60 decibels in bedrooms at 
the height of the pillow after initial installation of the initial speaker shall have all 
necessary speakers installed by January 1, 2020. 

5. All Life Safety modifications must be completely installed by January 1, 2022, 

SECTION 3: All other provisions of Ordinance 2010-O-2017, not modified by this 

ordinance, shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 4: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from its passage, approval 

and publication as provided by law. 

PASSED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Wilmette, Illinois, on the xx 

day of XX, 2017, according to the following roll call vote: 

AYES: None. 
 
NAYS: None.  

ABSTAIN: None. 

ABSENT: None.  

            
     Clerk of the Village of Wilmette, IL 
 

APPROVED by the President of the Village of Wilmette, Illinois, this xx day of XX, 2017. 

            
     President of the Village of Wilmette, IL 
ATTEST: 
        
Clerk of the Village of Wilmette, IL  
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