
 
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

            
 

                        (847) 853-7509 
                 Fax (847) 853-7700 

                              TDD (847) 853-7634 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE 
Monday, August 7, 2017 at 7:00 PM 

Training Room Fire Station 26  
1304 Lake Ave, Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

AGENDA 
 
I. Call to Order 

II. Approval of Minutes- May 24, 2016 

III. New Business 

A. Discussion of Revisions to High Rise Life Safety Ordinance #2010-0-10 
B. Discussion of Fire Department Fleet Reduction Plan  

IV. Public Comment 

V. Adjournment 

 

 

 

 
IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE 

 IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE  
MANAGER’S OFFICE AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

 



5/10/16  Not yet approved 
 

  
      1200 Wilmette Avenue 

                                                             WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 24, 2016 
6:30 P.M. 

TRAINING ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Ted McKenna, Chair 
    Trustee Senta Plunkett   
    Trustee Julie Wolf  
 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present:  Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
    Brian King, Chief of Police 
   
     
I.      CALL TO ORDER. 

Trustee Ted McKenna, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Committee                                 
members Trustees Plunkett and Wolf were present.    

II.       APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Trustee McKenna directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Public Safety Committee meeting of May 10, 2016.  Trustee Wolf moved that the 
Committee approve the minutes, seconded by Trustee Plunkett. 

No further discussion occurred on the motion.  Upon a call of the roll the following 
voted: 

Ayes Trustees McKenna, Plunkett, and Wolf. 
Nays: None. 
The motion carried. 
 

 



5/24/16  Not yet approved 

III.      DISCUSSION AND PRESENTATION REGARDING POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 STAFFING 
 

Chief King summarized the report presented to the Committee noting that the 
Wilmette Police Department allocation of staff is substantially similar to most 
agencies their size. He said the numbers are relatively consistent for service calls 
for the day and evening shifts with the peak times being during the summer 
months. He also reviewed the response times for emergent and non-emergent 
calls received and dispatched by the Department. Chief King said in looking at the 
overall coverage, he is comfortable with the staffing levels as they are now. 
 
Trustee McKenna said since he has been a Village Trustee, the Village Board has 
continually underfunded projects and programs that impact residents on a daily 
basis. He does not believe that most residents come across Fire or Police on a 
daily basis and most of the calls he receives are regarding infrastructure problems.  
He said the choices are to live with the streets and alleys as they are or make a 
substantial investment in them by cutting funding from a different area or raising 
taxes.  He asked how less staffing in the Police Department would affect the 
Village. 
 
Chief King said the response times to calls would be higher. He believes that a 
consultant’s study would not show a need for a change in the staffing level and 
would cost approximately $30,000 - $40,000. 
 
Trustee McKenna said since Public Safety represents the majority of the budget, 
how do we manage that more effectively.  The continual increase in expenses and 
the inability to match those with revenues is not sustainable. He wondered what 
other strategies there could be. 
 
Trustee Plunkett said she does not know if residents would equate public works 
with public safety and believes residents would value public safety much more than 
pot holes. She wonders if people move here for a safe environment and are they 
more than happy to pay for that at the expense of other things. 
 
Chief King said sometimes it is hard to quantify the issue because it is not just 
numbers, it is the time response for a resident to an emergent call. 
 
Trustee McKenna said he does not know what the majority of residents would like 
to have their taxes pay for.  He is interested in more discussion on the subject as 
residents have to pay more taxes or accept a lower service level. 



5/24/16  Not yet approved 

 
IV. ADJOURNMENT 

Trustee Wolf moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m., seconded by Trustee 
Plunkett.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michael Braiman                                                                                 
Assistant Village Manager    



 
 

 
Date:  July 24, 2017 
 
To:     Public Safety Committee 
 
From:  Ben Wozney, Fire Chief 
    
Subject:  High-Rise Life Safety Ordinance 
 
Recommended Motion 
Move to recommend that the Village Board adopt Ordinance #2017-O-XX extending the 
deadline for implementation (by one year) of the life safety code for high-rise buildings. 
 
Background 
In 2009, the Village Board adopted the 2006 National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) Life Safety Code and the 2006 International Code Council (ICC) Building and 
Fire Codes (collectively referred to as ‘Codes’).  
 
The Codes specify that all high-rise buildings, 75 feet or higher, must be protected by 
an automated fire sprinkler system throughout the building (including each dwelling 
unit). There are two exceptions in the Codes which would not require the sprinklers 
throughout a structure: 
 

1. Each individual dwelling unit has exterior exit access  
2. Buildings in which an engineered life safety system has been approved 

 
The buildings in the Village impacted by the high-rise requirements in the Codes 
include: 
 

 1500 Sheridan Road 
 1616 Sheridan Road 
 1630 Sheridan Road 

 
A second ordinance was adopted in January 2010 which provided a 10-year timeline to 
bring those buildings into compliance with the Codes. During this initial implementation 
phase, the buildings explored a Life Safety Evaluation in lieu of installing fire 
suppression sprinklers into each individual unit. The three impacted buildings hired the 
same consultant to formulate their life safety plans, which were approved by the Fire 
Department in December 2012. The approved plans would require sprinklers in the 
buildings’ common areas and hazardous areas. Instead of installing sprinklers in each 
dwelling unit, an audible fire alarm notification device is required to extend into each 
unit. To meet the Codes’ requirements, the alarm must reach 70 decibels at the height 
of the pillow in each bedroom. 



 
The fire safety compliance plan for 1630 Sheridan Road, as drafted by its consultant 
and subsequently approved by the Fire Department, made the following 
recommendations (similar recommendations have been made for the other two 
buildings): 
 

Item 
# 

Recommendations 

1 Install fire sprinklers in all hazardous area rooms 

2 Perform a detailed evaluation of existing fire alarm system to determine 
compliance with NFPA 72 to ensure that the minimum audible and visual 
notification requirements are met.  
 
Expand the existing fire alarm system to provide audible and visual 
notification devices throughout the building, including dwelling units, in  
compliance with NFPA 101, Section 9.6 

3 Expand the existing smoke detection system in accordance with NFPA 72, 
to include smoke detectors in all common areas and work spaces outside 
the dwelling units, exit stairs, corridors, lobbies, storage rooms, equipment 
rooms, and other tenantless spaces suitable for smoke detector operation 
(see item No. 6 for alternate recommendation) 

4 Expand the existing fire sprinkler system by installing automatic fire 
sprinklers in all common areas and corridors. 

5 Install self-closing devices on all dwelling doors and all exit route doors of 
non-tenant rooms. 

6 Install fire dampers at each air duct that passes through the stair enclosure 
to the air vent opening that extends into the corridors. Repair all stair doors 
so that they are all self-closing and self- latching. Fire stop all floor/ceiling 
penetrations in the electrical closets on each floor. 

 
Sound testing of all three structures has indicated that a significant portion of the 
dwelling units will be required to install an additional speaker in each bedroom in order 
to meet the 70 decibel threshold.   
 
To date, no work has been performed in regards to sprinkler systems, fire alarms or 
other required life safety components. The buildings indicate that bids for the 
installation of all required components have been attained, but these bids have not 
been shared with the Village. 
 
Discussion 
The Fire Department has worked closely with the impacted buildings since 2010 in an 
effort to reach compliance within a reasonable timeframe given the cost and logistics 
involved. Given the lack of progress to date, the Village is recommending an extension 
of the implementation deadline in order to achieve full compliance by the end of 2021. 
The revised timeline, with specific milestone dates, is as follows:  
 

 January 1, 2018:   Begin installing fire alarm speakers and sprinkler  
systems 

 
 December 31, 2018:  Each unit shall have at least one speaker installed in 

a common area (living room) of the unit 



 
  

 December 31, 2019:  Units for which the common area speaker does not 
provide sufficient decibels in the bedrooms will be 
required to install an additional speaker(s) in the 
bedroom(s) 

 
 December 31, 2021:  Complete installation of all fire alarm speakers, 

sprinklers and other applicable life safety work 
 

Further, units that transfer ownership must have the appropriate speakers installed 
within 30 days after the transfer.  
 
Other Options 
The Village Board may also entertain the following options in regards to the high-rise 
ordinance: 
 

 Make no changes and require compliance by December 31, 2020 
 

o This option is not recommended as compliance by this date is unlikely, 
and the amended ordinance delineates clear milestone dates which do 
not currently exist  
 

 Pass a local amendment to the Codes no longer requiring the installation of fire 
sprinklers and alarms in high rise building 
 

o This option is not recommended because there is significant risk to the 
building occupants without the installation of these important life safety 
features, and the State of Illinois Fire Marshall will eventually enforce 
these same requirements and may not be as lenient in regards to the 
implementation timeline as the Village has been; further study of the 
Codes would be required to determine what other impacts such a change 
may have on the overall implementation of fire safety requirements.   
 

Documents Attached 
1. Draft Ordinance #2017-O-XX 
2. Ordinance #2010-O-10 
3. Sample “plan of action” from 1630 Sheridan Road in regards to fire sprinklers, 

fire alarms and other life safety components 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2017-O-XX 
 

AN ORDINANCE EXTENDING THE DEADLINES FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LIFE SAFETY CODE COMPLAINT FOR 

HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS 
 
WHEREAS, the Village President and Board of Trustees (hereinafter collectively referred to 

as the “Village Board”) of the Village of Wilmette, Cook County, Illinois (hereinafter the 

“Village”), find that the Village is a home rule municipal corporation as provided in Article VII, 

Section 6 of the 1970 Constitution of the State of Illinois and, pursuant to said constitutional 

authority, may exercise any power and perform any function pertaining to its government and 

affairs for the protection of the public health, safety, morals and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, the Village Board further found that the NFPA Life Safety Code may be 

adopted by municipalities and did on [DATE] when Ordinance 2010-O-10 was adopted; and 

WHEREAS, during the implementation phase of the Life Safety requirements, the High-Rise 

buildings obtained a Life Safety Evaluation, which allowed for implementation of the certain 

Life Safety modifications in lieu of installing fire suppression sprinklers in the individual units of 

the High-Rise buildings; and 

  WHEREAS, one Life Safety modification was the required installation of fire alarm voice 

notification, which must be at a certain decibel level at the height of the pillow in all bedrooms 

for each unit; and 

WHEREAS, the Village Board implemented a timeline for the tiered installation of an 

Automatic Fire Sprinkler System and other Life Safety modifications to each High-Rise building; 

and  
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WHEREAS, the High-Rise buildings have expressed a desire to extend the installation 

period of both the Life Safety modifications, specifically the installation of certain required fire 

alarm voice notification equipment, and of the Automatic Fire Sprinkler System; and 

WHEREAS, the Village of Wilmette Fire Chief has received the requests of the High-Rise 

buildings and has determined that an extension to the timeline provided for in 2010-O-10 is 

necessary because of the practical, logistical and financial hardships installation of the Automatic 

Fire Sprinkler System and the Life Safety modifications entail; and   

WHEREAS, the Village Board further finds that, upon the request of the High-Rise 

buildings subject to Ordinance 2010-O-10, an extension of the previously set timelines are 

necessary to allow for the efficient, but effective, installation of the Automatic Fire Sprinkler 

System and the Life Safety modifications for the High-Rise buildings. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES of the Village of Wilmette, Cook County, Illinois, as follows:   

SECTION 1: The foregoing findings and recitals, and each of them, are hereby adopted as 

Section 1 of this Ordinance and are incorporated by reference as if set forth verbatim herein. 

SECTION 2: Ordinance 2010-O-10, adopted on February 9, 2010 is hereby modified as 

follows: 

Every building subject to the provisions of Ordinance 2010-O-10 shall begin installation of an 
approved and required Automatic Fire Sprinkler System by January 1, 2018 and shall be 
completely equipped with an Automatic Fire Sprinkler System no later than January 1, 2022. 

Every building subject to the provisions of Ordinance 2010-O-10 shall begin installation of 
the approved and required Life Safety modifications by January 1, 2018 as follows: 

1. Each unit shall have at least one fire alarm voice notification speaker installed in a 
common area of the unit by January 1, 2019; and 
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2. Unit owners may voluntarily install any necessary additional speakers at any time prior to 
January 1, 2022; and 

3. Units that seek to transfer ownership after the effective date of this Ordinance, in any 
manner, must have the appropriate speakers installed prior to such transfer taking effect 
or within in thirty (30) days after such transfer; and notice of the intent to transfer 
ownership of the unit must be provided to the Fire Department within ten (10) days 
before such transfer is originally scheduled to take place; and 

4. All other units that do not reach a minimum decibel level of 60 decibels in bedrooms at 
the height of the pillow after initial installation of the initial speaker shall have all 
necessary speakers installed by January 1, 2020. 

5. All Life Safety modifications must be completely installed by January 1, 2022, 

SECTION 3: All other provisions of Ordinance 2010-O-2017, not modified by this 

ordinance, shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 4: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from its passage, approval 

and publication as provided by law. 

PASSED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Wilmette, Illinois, on the xx 

day of XX, 2017, according to the following roll call vote: 

AYES: None. 
 
NAYS: None.  

ABSTAIN: None. 

ABSENT: None.  

            
     Clerk of the Village of Wilmette, IL 
 

APPROVED by the President of the Village of Wilmette, Illinois, this xx day of XX, 2017. 

            
     President of the Village of Wilmette, IL 
ATTEST: 
        
Clerk of the Village of Wilmette, IL  















 
 
 
Date:  July 27, 2017 
 
To:     Public Safety Committee 
 
From:  Ben Wozney, Fire Chief 
    
Subject:  Fire Department Fleet Reduction Plan 
 
Recommended Action 
The Fire Department will be recommending as part of the CIP that one tower ladder be 
eliminated from the fleet. There is no action required by the Public Safety Committee. 
This item is informational in advance of presentation of the 2018 - 2027 Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP). 
 
Background 
The Fire Department has front line and standby vehicles to ensure continuous 
operations. A front line vehicle has personnel assigned to it 24/7 for response, whereas 
a standby vehicle is fully equipped and ready for immediate use in the event a front line 
vehicle is taken out of service for repair or when personnel are called back to duty 
during a fire or weather event. This practice ensures that the appropriate equipment will 
be available to respond during normal and abnormal operations. 
 
The Fire Department currently operates: 
 

Apparatus No. in Fleet Age Est. Replacement 
Cost 

Ambulance 2 front line / 1 reserve 2009 
2015 
2017 

$250,000 

Fire Engine 1 front line / 2 reserve 1989 
1996 
2013 

$625,000 

Tower Ladder 1 front line / 1 reserve 1989 
2009 

$1,250,000 

Light Duty Squad  1 front line 2013 $165,000 
 
Apparatus History 
In 2009, the Village obtained a Federal grant to purchase a new tower ladder (cost of 
approximately $1 million). A requirement of the grant was that the Village had to retain 
its existing tower ladder truck, thereby increasing the size of the fleet by one. The older 
tower ladder (1992) was then placed into reserve to serve as a standby unit. The look 



back period on the grant has expired and the Village is no longer required to retain this 
vehicle. 
 
In December 2013, the Fire Department introduced the Rescue Truck, which is a light 
duty vehicle, as a way to reduce the cost of responding to non-fire related emergency 
calls for service. Prior to this change, the department would send either an engine or 
tower ladder to assist the ambulance on all emergency medical service (EMS) and non-
fire related calls for service. This resulted in a large, expensive piece of equipment 
running often, thereby creating unnecessary wear on the larger equipment. The light 
duty Rescue Truck now handles all emergency and non-emergency calls for service 
that do not require any specialized rescue equipment and is the first-due vehicle 
Village-wide for all EMS incidents. 
 
Discussion 
The Fire Department routinely reviews its apparatus plan to maintain or improve service 
delivery in a cost effective manner. To that end, it is recommended in Fiscal Year 2018 
that one engine and one tower ladder be retired from the fleet due to age and projected 
repair costs. These two vehicles would be replaced with one engine ($625,000). This 
proposal would eliminate a $1.25 million vehicle from the Village’s fleet.  
 
The Tower Ladder serves the dual purpose of an engine and ladder truck and provides 
the following: pump, water tank, fire hose, aerial device (110’ ladder), and ground 
ladders. The replacement engine will have a 35’ ladder, a 500 gallon water tank (the 
tower ladder has a 300 gallon tank), and more hose which allows for versatility during a 
fire attack. With this functionality, the engine would meet the operational needs of the 
department in the event that the tower ladder truck is not available. Specifically, the 
engine’s 35’ ladder will allow for immediate rescue operations to commence for single 
family residences and certain types of multifamily structures that are 4 stories or less.  
 
In the last several years, research regarding fire spread and firefighting tactics has 
indicated that roof ventilation, once a regular practice, is no longer the only way to 
attack a fire.  New studies have found that horizontal ventilation (through a window) 
may be as effective and is safer for firefighters. In the event that roof ventilation is 
required and the department’s tower ladder truck is out of service, the Village’s 
participation in MABAS, which provides automatic mutual aid on fire calls, will provide 
the ability to reach the roof of a structure.   
 
The Fire Department is confident that it can maintain current service levels with the 
proposed fleet reduction. 
 
Documents Attached 

1. Fire Department Vehicle CIP for 2018 – 2022  
 
 
 



Fire Department Year Vehicle # Page This Project is: 2018 2019 2020
2021 & 
2022

Five-Year 
Total 2023-2027

Ten-Year 
Total Funding

Emergency One Pumper 1996 FD-205 1 Recommended 625,000            -             -               -             625,000      -                          625,000 Operating

Pierce Reserve Quint 1992 FD-202 3 Recommended 1,250,000         -             -             1,250,000   -                       1,250,000 Bond

Ambulance 2009 FD-209 5 Contingent -                    250,000     -               -             250,000      -                          250,000 Operating

Marion Squad Rescue Truck 1999 FD-201 7 Contingent -                    400,000       -             400,000      -                          400,000 Operating

Rescue Boat 1997 FD-214 9 Contingent -                    -             45,000         -             45,000        -                            45,000 Operating

Utility Vehicle 2000 FD-207 11 Contingent -                    -             -               90,000        90,000                  90,000 Operating

Emergency One Pumper 1989 FD-206 N/A Contingent -                    -             -             -              615,000                  615,000 Bond

Light Duty Squad Truck 2013 FD-200 N/A Contingent -                    -             -               -             -              200,000                  200,000 Operating

Incident Command Van 2006 FD-213 N/A Contingent -                    -             -               -             -              70,000                      70,000 Operating

Emergency One Pumper 2013 FD-217 N/A Contingent -                    -             -               -             -              615,000                  615,000 Bond

Emergency One Quint 2009 FD-204 N/A Contingent -                    -             -               -             -              1,350,000           1,350,000 Bond

Department Pool Vehicle 2005 FD-216 N/A N/A -                    -             -               -             -              -                                    -   Operating

Ambulance 2015 FD-211 N/A  N/A -             -               -             -              -                                    -   Operating

Deputy Fire Chief's Vehicle 2015 FD-210 N/A N/A -                    -             -               -             -              -                                    -   Operating

Fire Chief's Vehicle 2015 FD-208 N/A N/A -                    -             -               -             -              -                                    -   Operating

Duty Chief Vehicle/Incident Command Vehicle 2016 FD-203 N/A N/A -                    -             -               -             -              -                                    -   Operating

Ambulance 2016 FD-212 N/A N/A -                    -             -               -             -              -                Operating

Total (17 vehicles) 1,875,000         250,000     445,000       90,000        2,660,000 2,850,000      5,510,000

2018 2019 2020
2021 & 
2022

Five-Year 
Total 2023-2027

Ten-Year 
Total

625,000            250,000     445,000       90,000        1,410,000   270,000          1,680,000     

1,250,000         -             -               -             1,250,000   2,580,000      3,830,000     

General Fund - Other/TBD -                    -             -               -             -              -                  1,350,000     

1,875,000         250,000 445,000 90,000 2,660,000 2,850,000 6,860,000

Project Rating

-                    -             -               -             -              -                  -                

1,875,000         -             -               -             1,875,000   -                  1,875,000     

-                    250,000     445,000       90,000        785,000      2,850,000      3,635,000     

1,875,000         250,000     445,000       90,000        2,660,000   2,850,000      5,510,000     

Critical

Recommended

Contingent

Total 

Ten Year Capital Improvement Program
Fire  Vehicle Summary

General Fund - Operations

General Fund - Bond Proceeds

Total 

Proposed Financing
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Fire – Vehicles 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Emergency One Pumper FD - 205 2018 $625,000  Operating  
Sewer - Water Fund    
  
- Critical   
X Recommended 
- Contingent on Funding 
 
 
Vehicle Description 

Make             Emergency One 
Model            Pumper 
Year              1996  
Cost               $257,867  
Useful Life   18 years  

Current Life 22 years  

 

The Village has three pumper trucks purchased in 1989, 1996, and 2013. This 1996 Emergency One 
Pumper was purchased as a 1,500-gallon per minute fire pumper with a 500-gallon water tank and 
a full complement of fire hose, ladders and equipment.  The pumpers are rotated to extend the life 
of each vehicle. However, due to the age of this vehicle, it has become difficult to find repairs parts 
which often prolongs the amount of time it’s out of service.  

This vehicle was originally planned to be refurbished in 2006, but was postponed due to the 
expense, experience and cost benefit of refurbishing two other fire vehicles.  In order to properly 
refurbish a vehicle to meet current National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards, the cost 
exceeds $250,000 (almost half of the cost of a new vehicle).   
 

Vehicle Year Date  Road Mileage Engine Hours Actual Mileage 

FD-205 1996 5/17 106,583 12,349 308,725 

*Fire and EMS vehicles use a conversion of 25 miles per engine hour due to the on scene time at an emergency call. 
 

 
Project Update 

The replacement of this vehicle has been deferred from 2014 to 2018.  This vehicle needs extensive 
repairs due to corrosion which was estimated in 2012 to cost $26,000. It is noted that this vehicle is 
6 years newer than FD 206. FD 206 was refurbished in 2000 which included a complete overhaul of 
the pump, chassis, body both interior and exterior, and motor. FD 206 has also had major additional 
refurbishment as recently as 2008. The current plan includes adding a 35’ ladder to the new engine 
to allow it to serve as a standby vehicle for the front line Tower. This addition will allow the 
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department to meet the current operational needs that have been identified by the fire department 
command staff while eliminating a $1,250,000 vehicle from the CIP.   

Project Alternative 

Delay the purchase of this vehicle and incur increased maintenance cost and increased out of 
service time or sell this vehicle and purchase a used vehicle from another community that is newer. 

Operating Budget Impact 

Is this purchase routine _______or ___X        non-routine? 

NON-ROUTINE 
Maintenance Costs Maintenance costs are funded through the 

Fire Supplies-Automotive Parts account:  
11515020-430100. 

Personnel Costs None 
Training Costs None 

 

 

FD 205 

Breakdown/Repairs 2015-2016 

Number of 
Breakdown/Repairs 

27  

Labor Hours 138.75  

Inside Labor Cost  $ 7,725.60  

Outside Labor Cost  0  

Inside Parts Cost $ 2,584.92  

Outside Parts Cost 0  

Total Cost $ 10,274.52   
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Fire – Vehicles 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pierce Reserve Quint - FD-202 2018 $1,250,000  Bond 
 
- Critical   
- Recommended 
X Contingent on Funding 
 
 
Vehicle Description 

Make                Pierce  
Model               Quint/Tower Ladder 
Year                  1992  
Cost                   $300,000 
Useful Life  18 Years  
Current Life 26 years    
 

This is a refurbished vehicle that was purchased for $300,000 in 2008.  The Quint is used as a front 
line vehicle at Station #27.  It is expected that due to use and current condition, a replacement will 
be needed in 2018.   

Vehicle Year Date  Road Mileage Engine Hours Actual Mileage 

FD-202 1992 5/17 63,797 8,488 212,200 

*Fire and EMS vehicles use a conversion of 25 miles per engine hour due to the on scene time at an emergency call. 

Project Update 

This vehicle has had extensive repairs over the last few years and needs to be removed from 
service.  NFPA 1901 recommends fire apparatus over 25 years of age be removed from service.  

Project Alternative 

Delay the purchase of this vehicle while evaluating the cost of ownership.  The department is 
evaluating the feasibility of sharing a reserve ladder truck with neighboring communities.  

Operating Budget Impact 

Is this purchase routine _______ or __X       non-routine? 

 NON-ROUTINE 
Maintenance Costs Maintenance costs are funded through the Fire 

Supplies-Automotive Parts account:  
11515020-430100. 

Personnel Costs None 
Training Costs None 
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FD202 Breakdown/Repairs 2015-2016 

Number of Breakdowns/Repairs 67 

Labor Hours 242.0 

Labor Cost $36,740.56 

Parts Cost $14,656.58 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Fire Vehicles Page 5 
 

Fire – Vehicles 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Ambulance – FD - 209 2019 $250,000 Operating   
 
- Critical   
- Recommended 
X Contingent on Funding 
 
 
Vehicle Description 

Make Ford F-350 
Model Type I Ambulance 
Year 2009  
Cost $154,000 
Useful Life    8 years 
Current Life  9 years    
 

 Wilmette Fire Department ambulances are equipped with all the required items to meet the 
standard as established by the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) for an Advanced Life 
Support vehicle.  This is one of three Advanced Life Support ambulances owned by the Village.  One 
ambulance is maintained at each firehouse, and a third ambulance is kept in the event another 
ambulance(s) is placed out of service for maintenance or repairs.   The Fire Department rotates all 
three ambulances to extend the life of the vehicles. 

It is anticipated that each ambulance should remain fully usable for eight years.  The total cost of the 
new ambulance includes transfer of necessary medical equipment, such as the power cot and auto 
loading system.  

Note:  New vehicles will be required to meet new diesel emission standards.     
 
    
  

 

*Fire and EMS vehicles use a conversion of 25 miles per engine hour due to the on scene time at an emergency call. 
 

Project Update 

None. 

Project Alternative 

Delay the purchase of this vehicle and incur increased maintenance cost and out of service time, or 
sell this vehicle and purchase a used vehicle from another community that is newer. 

Vehicle Year Date  Road Mileage Engine Hours Actual Mileage 

FD-209 2009 5/17 43,664 4,794 119,850 

 



Fire Vehicles Page 6 
 

Operating Budget Impact 

Is this purchase routine _____or __X    non-routine? 

NON-ROUTINE 
Maintenance Costs Maintenance costs are funded through the Fire 

Supplies-Automotive Parts account:  
11515020-430100. 

Personnel Costs None 
Training Costs None 
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Fire – Vehicles 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Marion Squad Rescue Truck FD-201 2020 $400,000  Operating 

- Critical   
- Recommended 
X           Contingent on Funding 
 
 
Vehicle Description 

Make Marion  
Model Squad Truck  
Year 1999  
Cost $285,481 
Useful Life  15 years    
Current Life  19 years    
   
This Squad Rescue Truck is equipped with specialized rescue equipment for underwater rescues, 
hazardous materials (HAZMAT) responses, above-ground and below-ground rescues.  This is a 
multi-purpose vehicle that has the capability to respond to any fire, or serious emergency call and 
provide additional operational support at an incident scene.  This vehicle provides support for the 
extraction of a victim trapped in an automobile as a result of an accident. In addition, it provides 
storage for additional equipment; and during extended emergencies, it can provide space for 
rehabilitation of firefighters and donning of special gear.  

 

 

*Fire and EMS vehicles use a conversion of 25 miles per engine hour due to the on scene time at an emergency call. 

Project Update 

This project is being deferred from 2016 to 2020 due to the assessment of vehicle assignments and 
efficiency.   The Fire Department has started using a light rescue vehicle which will allow this 
vehicle to be primarily used as the Dive, Technical Rescue and Hazardous Material vehicle which 
will lengthen its expected useful life. This vehicle can also act as a back up to the light rescue 
vehicle.  

Project Alternative 

Delay the purchase of this vehicle due to its relatively low use.  Additionally, a smaller vehicle can 
be purchased reducing the purchase cost depending on future operational needs.  

Vehicle Year Date Road Mileage Engine Hours Actual Mileage 

FD-201 1999 5/17 13,556 1743  43,575  
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Operating Budget Impact 

Is this purchase routine _____or __X__ non-routine? 

NON-ROUTINE 
Maintenance Costs Maintenance costs are funded through the Fire 

Supplies-Automotive Parts account:  
11515020-430100. 

Personnel Costs None 
Training Costs None 
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Fire – Vehicles 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Avon Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat-FD214 2020 $45,000  Operating 

- Critical   
- Recommended 
X           Contingent on Funding 
 
 
Vehicle Description 

Make Avon  
Model Inflatable Boat  
Year 1997  
Cost $25,000 
Useful Life  15 years    
Current Life  21 years    
   
The 17” rigid hull inflatable boat is used to 
perform rescue/recovery functions in town 
and throughout the MABAS Divisions. The 
boat has proven useful on many emergency operations and training evolutions, in addition to the 
Wilmette Water Plant intake maintenance. The boat is used to transport water rescue personnel 
and acts as a dive platform for underwater operations. Sonar, remote operated vehicles, and 
communication equipment are also carried and operated in this boat.  The size of the boat makes it 
very maneuverable both on land and in lakes, ponds, canals and rivers. 

 

 

 
*Fire and EMS vehicles use a conversion of 25 miles per engine hour due to the on scene time at an emergency call. 

Project Update 

No update 

Project Alternative 

Delay the purchase of this boat and continue to use it while evaluating its condition.  

 

 

 

 

Vehicle Year Date Road Mileage Engine Hours Actual Mileage 

FD-214 1997 5/17 N/A N/A N/A 
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Operating Budget Impact 

Is this purchase routine _____or __X__ non-routine? 

NON-ROUTINE 
Maintenance Costs Maintenance costs are funded through the Fire 

Supplies-Automotive Parts account:  
11515020-430100. 

Personnel Costs None 
Training Costs None 
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Fire – Vehicles 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Utility Vehicle- FD- 207 2021 $90,000 Operating  
 
Make Ford 
Model F- 250 4WD Utility 
Year 2000  
Cost $34,875  
Useful Life   10 years front line +  

2 years reserve   
Current Life   11 years    

- Critical   
- Recommended 
X  Contingent on Funding  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vehicle Description  

The Ford Pick-up is four-wheel drive and used for a variety of support functions.  It is used by the 
Incident Commander during inclement weather.  This vehicle is also used to move equipment or 
hose to and from the emergency scene and fire station.  This vehicle is equipped with a plow and is 
used for clearing the Fire Department drives during winter snowstorms.  The trailer hitch allows 
for the rescue boat to be taken to the scene of an emergency.   

Vehicle Year Date  Road Mileage Engine Hours Actual Mileage 

FD-207 2000 5/17 44947 3519 132,922 

      

Project Update 

The vehicle was scheduled for replacement in 2013. Due to the relatively good condition of the 
vehicle, staff has deferred replacement until 2021. 

Project Alternative 

Rotate the vehicle to another Village of Wilmette department and purchase a new vehicle for fire. 
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Operating Budget Impact 

Is this purchase routine _____or __X__ non-routine? 

NON-ROUTINE 

Maintenance Costs Maintenance costs associated with this 
piece of equipment are funded through 
the Supplies-auto parts account 

Personnel Costs 
None 

Training Costs None 
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