
 
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

            

 

Department of Engineering and                           (847) 853-7500 
Public Works                       Fax (847) 853-7705 

                                    TDD (847) 853-7634 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
of the  

TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Thursday, May 23, 2019 at 7:00 P.M. 
Council Room/Second Floor Training Room  

Wilmette Village Hall 
1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order 
2. Approval of Minutes of the September, 27, 2018 Transportation 

Commission meeting  
3. Approval of the Annual School Crossing Guard Report presented by the 

Police Department 
4. Traffic Calming  

5. Public Comment 
6. Old Business 
7. New Business 
8. Adjournment  

 
Chair, Libby Braband  
 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE 
 IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE  

MANAGER’S OFFICE AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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                  1200 Wilmette Avenue 
                                                                               WILMETTE, IL  60091 

 
Engineering and  (847) 853-7660 
Public Works Department  Fax (847) 853-7701 

MEETING MINUTES  
 

TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2018 
7:00 P.M. 

SECOND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL 
 

 
Members Present:  Chairman Pat Lilly 
 Commissioner Susan Barton 
 Commissioner Libby Braband  
 Commissioner Isaac Gaetz 
 Commissioner Jill Hayes 
 Commissioner Benjamin Schmitt  
   
Members Absent: Commissioner Peter Barrow  
      
Staff Present: Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Public Works Director 
 Dan Manis, P.E., Village Engineer 
 Ryan Kearney, P.E., Project Manager  

Kyle Murphy, Police Chief 
Ron Andrews, CSO / Traffic Coordinator (Police)  
 

Guests Present: Jacque Hendrickson, Civiltech Engineering, Inc. 
 Heather Schady, Active Transportation Alliance 
 Lauren Litchfield, 2340 Meadow Drive North  
 Shannon Zock, 2401 Pomona Lane 
 Chris Zock, 2401 Pomona Lane 
 Anne Nagle, 1139 Manor Drive 
 Nicole Rose, 2410 Meadow Drive South 
 Jeff Axelrod, 631 Central Avenue 
 Alexandra Eidenburg, 504 Illinois Road 
 Michael Shane, 1523 Wilmette Avenue 
 Kevin Jauch, 2921 Illinois Road 
 Kimberly Newman, 2201 Sandy Lane 
 Jennifer Pettersen, 1307 Sherwood Road (Glenview) 
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 Julia Marran, 2307 Pomona Lane 
 Melissa Schiffman, Not Listed 
 Rick Kosloskus, 407 Alpine Lane 
 Kara Kosloskus, 407 Alpine Lane 
 Tania Bouwman, 2436 Cardinal Lane  
 Kristine Heither, 540 Illinois Road 
 Louise Doering, 3139 Walden Lane 
 Rachel Goodman, 3501 Riverside Drive 
 Julie Hanahan, 641 Indian Road (Glenview) 
 Nancy Fendley, 601 Linden Avenue 
 Marilyn Urrutia, 901 Greenleaf Avenue 
 Joel Kurzman, 2615 Greenleaf Avenue 
 Faye Jacobs, 2407 Pomona Lane 
 Alexander Zock, 2401 Pomona Lane 
 Julie Hanahan, 641 Indian Road (Glenview) 
 Emily Downs, 2436 Meadow Drive North 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER. 
 

Chairman Lilly called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm and took role of the 
Commissioners.  
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION MEETING OF 
MAY 31, 2018. 

 
Chairman Lilly directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Transportation Commission meeting of May 31, 2018.   
 
Mr. Manis identified changes made to the draft minutes since posting the meeting 
packet: Chief Murphy was in attendance; Commissioner Gaetz made the motion 
to adjourn the meeting, not Commissioner Schmitt. 
 
Commissioner Gaetz moved to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Braband. The motion was approved by a unanimous voice 
vote.   
 

III. INTRODUCTION TO MASTER BIKE AND ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
PROCESS 
 
Chairman Lilly invited the staff from Civiltech Engineering, Inc. and the Active 
Transportation Alliance to give the Commission an overview of the Master Bike 
and Active Transportation Plan process. 
 
Ms. Jackie Henderson, Project Manager from Civiltech, outlined the purpose of a 
community-wide bike and active transportation plan: to improve walking, biking, 
and access to public transit. The process will consist of setting goals and 
initiatives, including education, enforcement, and infrastructure 
recommendations, to help improve biking and walking. This process will also 
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produce an implementation schedule and funding recommendations. The plan 
will focus on getting residents to the places they need to go to.  
 
Ms. Heather Shady, Senior Planner from Active Transportation Alliance, 
referenced a project in Urbana-Champaign that highlights how complete streets 
initiatives can accommodate multiple modes of transportation in one corridor. Ms. 
Shady explained that this plan will try to identify ways to achieve complete streets 
in Wilmette, as well as find opportunities to encourage healthy habits, implement 
safety enhancements, provide a more viable transportation options for all users, 
and promote economic development benefits.  
 
Ms. Henderson explained that Civiltech is currently reviewing technical data and 
gathering community input for this project. The project team will then develop a 
plan to recommend implementation strategies. To ensure that the plan is vetted 
and implementable, Ms. Henderson highlighted that residents and the 
Commission would have an opportunity to review these draft recommendations 
and provide comments prior to delivering the final plan. The project team is 
planning to present the draft recommendations to the Commission this winter. 
The goal is to have the final plan adopted by spring of 2019. Ms. Henderson 
concluded by calling out the project website, where residents can still provide 
comments or sign-up for updates. 
 
Chairman Lilly asked the Commission if they had any questions regarding the 
presentation. 
 
Commissioner Schmitt asked the project team how they distinguish between who 
is providing feedback on the process. 
 
Ms. Henderson explained that the public has the opportunity to leave comments 
with contact information or anonymously. Ms. Shady added that majority of 
people who have commented online so far have been Wilmette residents and 
have provided their address. The interactive map on the website does not ask for 
identifying information, but users can indicate their approximate address or 
intersection.  
 
Commissioner Schmitt thought it would be easier to identify who left comments 
on the website, and is concerned that residents would bear the burden the 
impact of improvements requested by non-residents.  
 
Ms. Shady responded that the team set up the online map to serve as a public 
interface. The team can discuss how to address this concern for the next phase 
of public engagement in order to prioritize resident comments as much as 
possible.  
 
Commissioner Barton asked how long the survey and interactive map would be 
available for comments, understanding that the project team will be presenting 
initial recommendations this winter.  
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Ms. Henderson replied that the comment form will be open throughout the 
planning process, but the interactive map would only be available for a few 
weeks after the recent open house. 
 
After hearing no other comments from the Commission, Chairman Lilly asked if 
there were any questions or feedback from members of the audience regarding 
the presentation. 
 
Jeff Axelrod, 631 Central Avenue, voiced concern that the Park District 
properties, including Gillson Park, would be excluded from the plan. Mr. Axelrod 
said the Park District Board refused to find out what it would take to incorporate 
the parks into this plan. Mr. Axelrod is concerned that Gillson Park is in dire need 
safety improvements for bikes and pedestrians. Mr. Axelrod believes this is a 
joint problem between the Park District and Village. Mr. Axelrod asked the 
Commission to consider issuing a recommendation to the Board to figure out a 
way to influence the Park District to join this planning process. 
 
Chairman Lilly noted that project team is reviewing access routes to the parks as 
part of plan, but would not include circulation through the parks. Ms. Henderson 
confirmed this statement. Chairman Lilly added that this type of recommendation 
should come from the Park District. 
 
Chairman Lilly thanked the project team for presenting this progress report. 

 
IV. PETITION FOR REMOVAL OF THE “NO PARKING 2AM-5AM” RESTRICTION 

ON THE 500 BLOCK OF 9TH STREET 
 

Ms. Berger-Raish explained that the Village Engineer received a petition, signed 
by 100% of the residents on the 500 block of 9th Street, to remove the overnight 
parking restriction. Ms. Berger-Raish confirmed that staff sent letters to the 
petitioners 15 days in advance of this Commission meeting. The Engineering and 
Police Departments have reviewed this issue and did not find any operational or 
public safety concerns with allowing overnight parking on this block. For these 
reasons, staff recommends approval of this request. 
 
Chairman Lilly asked if there were any questions or comments from the 
Commission on the request. 
 
The Commission and Ms. Berger-Raish discussed that this block is near Saint 
Francis Xavier School and is adjacent to two properties.  
 
Commissioner Gaetz moved to approve the removal of the “NO PARKING 2AM-
5AM” restriction on the 500 block of 9th Street. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Barton. The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote.   

 
V. APPROVAL OF ANNUAL CROSSING GUARD REPORT 
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Ms. Berger-Raish summarized the memorandum titled Crossing Guard Review, 
dated September 27, 2018. In this memorandum, staff recommends a motion 
from the Commission to approve the existing school crossing guard program for 
the 2018/2019 school year with the addition of a temporary crossing guard on 
Locust Road for Romona Elementary School through the end of the 2019/2020 
school season. Ms. Berger-Raish highlighted that the Commission has the 
authority to assign and designate crossing guards, through guidelines adopted by 
the Village Board based on Engineering standards, data, and objective criteria. 
Staff recommends amending the designated school walking route map to include 
Locust Road, from Lake Avenue to Wilmette Avenue. The proposed Locust Road 
improvements will make the corridor more pedestrian and bike friendly, and this 
designation as a school walking route would allow the assignment of a crossing 
guard in this area per Village policy. Ms. Berger-Raish also discussed that 
District 37 does not have an official school walking route map. Staff has 
discussed this issue with the District, and highly recommends hiring a consultant 
to prepare this map and determine a long term infrastructure plan. Ms. Berger-
Raish noted the steps taken to follow-up on previous action items from 
Commission. The Locust Road crossing will be reevaluated after completing the 
infrastructure improvements and obtaining new traffic data. In the meantime, a 
temporary guard is proposed for 2018-2019, with a discussion in March 2020 for 
assigning a permanent guard. Ms. Berger-Raish concluded by highlighting the 
evaluation of crossing guards for five locations: 
 

1. Lake Avenue and Laramie Avenue – Should be part of the District 37 Safe 
Routes to School grant application; intersection is not currently a 
designated school walking route.  

2. Locust Road – Recommends temporary crossing guard in 2018/2019, 
then reevaluated. 

3. Illinois Road and Hibbard Road – Not warranted based on controlled 
intersection and age of students. 

4. Skokie Boulevard and Hibbard Road – Not warranted based on location of 
intersection. 

5. Forest Avenue – Recommends keeping the guard in place based on 
roadway and traffic characteristics.  

 
Chairman Lilly asked if there were any questions or comments from the 
Commission on the request.  
 
Chairman Lilly asked if the bike route between Wilmette Junior High and 
Highcrest Middle School should be designated as a school walking route. 
 
Chief Murphy noted that the Village does not plow snow on this route. 
 
Commissioner Schmitt asked how the Village obtains crosswalk counts and who 
collects this data. 
 



09/27/18  Draft 

Page 6 of 12 

 

Chief Murphy explained that cross walk counts are collected during the spring 
and fall on good weather days. The crossing guards will assist on the counts, as 
well as police personnel. 
 
Chairman Lilly asked how the counts differentiate students that go to different 
schools. 
 
Chief Murphy replied that school routes are determined in the field based on the 
age of children and direction of travel. 
 
Commissioner Schmitt asked about the accuracy of the crosswalk counts, 
questioning if kids are more likely to use crosswalks when conducting counts. 
 
Chief Murphy did not see this issue as a factor, as the crosswalk counts are 
spread out over time. 
 
Commissioner Gaetz asked if there was any effort to determine compliance to 
the designated routes, meaning if staff check road parallel to the route for student 
traffic. 
 
Chief Murphy was comfortable with the accuracy of the counts. Ms. Berger-Raish 
added that anecdotal evidence suggests that most students are using the 
designated routes, but staff has not conducted counts outside of these routes. 
 
Commissioner Braband commented that the point of the crossing guards is to 
force travel to the designated routes. 
 
Commissioner Barton added that, from a District standpoint, parents are provided 
access to the suggested route information, and children should be taught to use 
the routes with crossing guards. 
 
Mr. Andrews mentioned that he will notify kids if they are not using the 
designated walking routes. 
 
Chairman Lilly agreed with Ms. Berger-Raish’s earlier comments and noted that 
the crossing guards are effective.  
 
Chairman Lilly suggested changing the calendar for reviewing crossing guard 
recommendations: the counts would occur in the fall, the recommendations 
would be discussed at the winter meeting, and action would take place in the 
spring in order for recommendations to go into effect during the next school year. 
Chairman Lilly will ask staff to look at the calendar to see if this proposed timeline 
is feasible.  
 
Chairman Lilly asked for any public questions or comments on the Crossing 
Guard Report. 
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Lauren Litchfield, 2340 Meadow Drive North, was very happy with the addition of 
the temporary crossing guard. Ms. Litchfield also appreciates the transparency 
from Ms. Berger-Raish and Mr. Manis throughout the process. 
 
Alexander Zock, 2401 Pomona Lane, claimed to be nearly hit by car in 2017 
while in the crosswalk in front of Wilmette Junior High School, and appreciates 
the addition of the crossing guard. 
 
Shannon Zock, 2401 Pomona Lane, represents the PTA of Romona Elementary 
School as President, and said that they have received numerous letters from 
people excited to utilize the crosswalk. Ms. Zock appreciates the addition of a 
crossing guard, and commented that healthy activities like walking to school will 
help prepare students to learn. 
 
Julie Hanahan, 641 Indian Road (Glenview), thanked the Commission for 
listening to the input and assigning the new crossing guard. Ms. Hanahan also 
confirmed that the location of the crossing guards help dictate the route her child 
took to school. 
 
Kara Kosloskus, 407 Alpine Lane, asked the Commission to look at the school 
student counts, assuming crossing guards may be necessary if the population 
continues to grow. Ms. Kosloskus also asked the Commission to reconsider the 
park path as a designated school route, assuming that more traffic would use the 
path if officially sanctioned by the Village. 
 
Alexandra Eidenburg, 504 Illinois Road, believes that Wilmette residents are still 
experiencing inequity and cannot understand why there are no crossing guards 
or plans developed for Avoca School District. Ms. Eidenburg wants to participate 
in the change of this systematic problem. 
 
Commissioner Braband asked if the individual schools in District 39 define their 
own school walking routes, and if District 37 has not started this process yet. 
 
Chief Murphy replied that the Police Department coordinates the school walking 
routes with both Superintendents, and highlighted that District 37 has different 
conditions limiting travel, such as multiple high volume streets. Chief Murphy 
recommends looking for enhancements that can help facilitate a route that would 
be comfortable and safe for all users.  
 
Commissioner Hayes asked about the development process of the current 
school walking route map. 
 
Chief Murphy explained that the school routing map was created before his 
employment, but noted that the routes were continuously updated over the years.  
 
Ms. Berger-Raish noted that District 37, unlike District 39, is in multiple 
jurisdictions, including Glenview, Northfield, and Winnetka. 
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Commissioner Barton added that part of the issue is how to fund studies between 
multiple jurisdictions. 
 
Ms. Berger-Raish noted that the Village partnered with Glenview in 2015 to 
perform a study on Avoca West with a traffic engineering consultant; the low 
value proposals from this study have already been implemented, including better 
striping and signage on Lake Avenue across the on and off ramps. Ms. Berger-
Raish added that working with multiple jurisdictions, including Cook County and 
the Illinois Department of Transportation, and obtaining grants will be key for 
future improvements. Ms. Berger-Raish referenced the grants received for 
Skokie Boulevard/Lake Avenue intersection and for the Skokie Valley Trail study, 
as well as the staff’s continued efforts in seeking grants for Lake Avenue to 
improve pedestrian access west of the Eden’s Expressway. 
 
Chairman Lilly added that residents should provide input directly to District 37. 
 
Anne Nagle, 1139 Manor Drive, and Rachel Goodman, 3501 Riverside Drive, 
spoke about their concerns with the Lake Avenue and Laramie Avenue 
intersection. Ms. Nagle referenced findings from two recent personal studies 
conducted at this intersection, where turning vehicular traffic repeatedly cut off 
pedestrians in the crosswalks. Ms. Nagle and Ms. Goodman were concerned that 
these students will get hurt. Ms. Nagle also asked the Commission to look at 
additional enforcement of, and education on, distracted driving. Ms. Goodman 
noted that she is happy to hear of progress of the temporary crossing guard on 
Locust Road, but will continue to volunteer and work for making this crossing 
safer. 
 
Commissioner Braband asked if Cook County would be agreeable to the 
proposed short term solution of adding a pedestrian signal on the south leg and 
installing a “NO TURN ON RED” sign. Commissioner Braband also asked if there 
was a timeline for this improvement. 
 
Ms. Berger-Raish replied that this solution is still under review with no anticipated 
timeline for a response. 
 
Commissioner Hayes encouraged Ms. Berger-Raish to follow up with Cook 
County on the improvements at this intersection. Commissioner Hayes is happy 
with first step of this process. Commissioner Hayes also noted that it will be 
important to review the crash data. 
 
Ms. Berger-Raish noted that numbers from the crash data for this intersection 
were included with the memorandum. 
 
Commissioner Hayes asked where the proposed Skokie Valley Trail is expected 
to cross Lake Avenue, as this enhancement could potentially have a big impact 
on the intersection. 
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Mr. Manis replied that the Skokie Valley Trail project is in Phase One 
Engineering. Mr. Manis added that the consulting team, along with the four 
Villages involved, presented two preferred options to Cook County about one 
month ago; the County seem receptive, but were unwilling to commit support to 
any of the options. Mr. Manis described the proposed options: 
 

1. Full traffic signal at West Park and Lake Avenue. 
2. Pedestrian signal in the Union Pacific alignment to cross Lake Avenue. 
3. The “Neighborhood Option”; consists of bring the trail onto Illinois Road 

down Laramie Avenue, crossing Lake Avenue at Laramie Avenue, and 
run along south side of Lake Avenue until it reaches the alignment. 

 
Commissioner Hayes asked staff to keep the Commission informed of the Phase 
One progress. 
 
Ms. Eidenburg believes that the Village has the means and funding available to 
make improvements to bad intersections and to protect residents. Ms. Eidenburg 
asked why the Village does not allocate funds to add a crossing guard to the 
Lake Avenue/Laramie Avenue intersection. 
 
Chairman Lilly reminded attendees that the Commission is not a budgetary body. 
 
Commissioner Braband asked if the Village is running a surplus. 
 
Ms. Berger-Raish explained the challenge that the Village does not have 
ownership of the discussed arterials or intersections, and cannot make physical 
improvements alone.  
 
Commissioner Hayes described how Chicago will delay the green traffic signals 
to help extend pedestrian crossings, but noted that only Cook County can make 
those changes to the Lake Avenue/Laramie Avenue intersection, not the Village. 
 
Mr. Axelrod asked if there is a crossing guard at the Lake Avenue/Laramie 
Avenue intersection. 
 
Chairman Lilly believes it would be tough for a single crossing guard to handle 
this intersection, and highlighted the potential funding concerns of adding more 
guards. 
 
Ms. Berger-Raish noted that there would need to be a policy change in order to 
provide crossing guards for high school students. 
 
Commissioner Hayes mentioned Loyola Academy assigns crossing guards north 
of Lake Avenue, and could possibly consider the Laramie Ave intersection. 
Commissioner Hayes then asked for clarification on the recent District 37 study, 
specifically if the study identify a safe route for Avoca West. 
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Ms. Berger-Raish replied that the study was in response to a specific petition, not 
in regards to the determination of a school walking route. 
 
Mr. Axelrod mentioned his concern with the lack of crossing guards on the west 
side of the Village. Mr. Axelrod also noted that this Commission is required to 
meet six times per year, but has only met two times this year. Mr. Axelrod asked 
to Commission to include equality as one of the factors in determining crossing 
guards when updating the policy. Mr. Axel also advised to update the policy 
where that discussions for adding a new crossing guard are isolated from 
discussions to eliminate a guard; Mr. Axelrod does not want to see guard 
positions shifted from one side of town to another. 
 
Commissioner Hayes mentioned that Deerfield assigned two crossing guards at 
the intersection of Wilmot Road and Deerfield Road in order to handle the traffic. 
 
Emily Downs, 2436 Meadow Drive North, thanked Mr. Manis for answering her 
email, and appreciates the work of the crossing guards. Ms. Downs asked if the 
improvements on Locust Road will address the traffic conditions caused by drop-
off/pick-up parking.  
 
Ms. Berger-Raish noted that the traffic lanes will be maintained on Locust Road. 
 
Ms. Downs asked about police involvement on Locust Road. 
 
Mr. Andrews noted that drivers should be aware that travel will slow down with 
new crossing guard in place. 
 
Tania Bouwman, 2436 Cardinal Lane, asked how staff collects crosswalk counts.  
 
Ms. Berger-Raish noted that the studies are conducted by staff. Chief Murphy 
added that crossing guards not doing counts. 
 
Ms. Bouwman asked if the school walking routes map will be updated after 
Locust Road improvements to show the path in the park. 
 
Commissioner Barton highlighted that public involvement will shape the final 
plans for biking and walking routes.  
 
Commissioner Braband asked for clarification that the safe route designations 
come with maintenance considerations. Commissioner Braband added that the 
path through the park is not in the Village’s jurisdiction and might be not to 
designate it as a route. 
 
Chief Murphy was not comfortable designating this path as a school walking 
route. 
 
Commissioner Hayes asked if the path could be shown on the school walking 
route map but not highlighted as a designated route. 
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Commissioner Barton noted that the map dictates what sidewalk areas Public 
Works plows in the winter. 
 
Commissioner Hayes asked if there are any other reasons why the path should 
not be shown on the school walking route map. 
 
Ms. Berger-Raish suggested that the path would be a good detail to include on 
the new biking and walking map, but should be kept separate from the 
designated school walking route map. 
 
Ms. Bouwman received confirmation that new traffic study will be done on Locust 
Road after construction in determination of a permanent crossing guard. 
 
Commissioner Schmitt asked how often the Police Department addresses 
ticketing for texting. 
 
Chief Murphy replied that this violation is difficult to enforce, but does not deter 
the Department from enforcement campaigns. 
 
Kimberly Newman, 2201 Sandy Lane, suggested adding signs or reducing the 
speed limit on Locust Road near the Wilmette Junior High during pick-up/drop-
off. 
 
Ms. Berger-Raish commented that Locust Road is already classified as a 20 mph 
school zone, and noted that the proposed improvements will increase safety at 
the crossings. 
 
Commissioner Gaetz moved to approve the annual crossing guard report. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Braband. The motion was approved 
by a unanimous voice vote.   
 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chairman Lilly asked for any public comments or questions. 
 
Chairman Lilly noted that Village bike traffic increases in the summer due to local 
activities, and is concerned if something needs to be done on Green Bay Road, 
north of Lake Avenue 
 
Commissioner Barton expressed concerned too, citing summer Park District 
travel.  
 
Chairman Lilly will submit this comment to the project team on the website form. 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS  
 
Chairman Lilly called for any old business. 
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Mr. Manis made the Commission aware that the Illinois Department of 
Transportation completed improvements at Illinois Road and Hibbard Road. The 
improvements include the installation of the stop sign with a red flasher and 
selective clearing to help improve visibility at the intersection. Mr. Manis added 
that staff is looking for ways to partner with the State to improve their existing 
infrastructure.  
 
Chairman Lilly asked if there is any improvements planned for the Lake Avenue 
Bridge. 
 
Commissioner Hayes asked if the Village had any meeting with IDOT on this 
matter.  
 
Mr. Manis has been reaching out to IDOT programming to set up a meeting. 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 
Chairman Lilly called for any new business. 
 
Mr. Manis recognized Commissioner Barton as her term expires at the end of 
next month. 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Hayes moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Barton. The motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. No 
further discussion occurred on the motion.  
 
The meeting was thereafter adjourned at 8:44 P.M.  
 
Minutes Respectfully Prepared by Ryan Kearney, P.E.    
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Engineering and Public Works                                      (847) 853-7500 

 Department Fax (847) 853-7701 

 
 
MEETING DATE: May 23, 2019 
 
TO:   Transportation Commission  
 
FROM:   Brigitte Berger-Raish  P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works  
   Dan Manis, P.E., Village Engineer 
    
SUBJECT:    Approval of the 2019/2020 School Crossing Guard Locations   
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommended Action 

 

Transportation Commission review and approval of the 2018-2019 School Crossing 

Review prepared by the Police Department recommending no changes to the crossing 

guard locations for the 2019/2020 school year.    

 

Background 

 

Each year the Police Department will conduct an annual assessment of school crossings 
and prepare a report summarizing its findings. This report provides the status of school 
crossing guard locations and staffing levels as well as safety and traffic flow summaries.  
The report is presented annually to the Transportation Commission for review and 
acceptance.  
 

Discussion 

 

The School Crossing Review report does not recommend any changes to the crossing 
guard locations.  Additionally, there have been no crossing guard requests made since 
September 2018.  While no changes to crossing guard locations are recommended, there 
are significant safety enhancements to school walking routes and crossings that have 
been implemented in the past year or are at various stages of development to be 
implemented in the near future as summarized below.   
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Avoca West & Marie Murphy Schools 

 In 2019, District 37 and parent representatives were awarded a Safe Routes 
to School (SRTS) grant to create a SRTS map and action plan. 

 At the Village’s request, Cook County installed a pedestrian signal head and 
push button at Lake and Laramie Avenues at the south leg of the 
intersection which did not previously have one.   

 The Village continues to communication with Cook County regarding 
recommendations for supplemental turn restriction signage at the 
intersection of Lake Avenue and Laramie Avenue.   

 In April 2019, the Village awarded the contract for Phase I engineering 
design services to study pedestrian safety enhancements and intersection 
improvements at the Lake Avenue and Skokie Blvd. intersection.  This 
project is scheduled to begin construction in 2021. 

 IDOT completed improvements in 2018 to the intersection of Illinois Road 
and Hibbard near Marie Murphy, which included the installation of flashing 
beacon stop signs, crosswalk pavement markings, and removal of 
vegetation to improve visibility. 

 Wilmette continues to partner with the Villages of Skokie, Glenview and 
Northfield on the Skokie Valley Trail.  The project is nearing completion of 
the Phase I preliminary engineering / feasibility study funded in part by Cook 
County.  Staff is currently seeking grant opportunities to fund the Phase II 
(design) and construction of the trail.  

 The deteriorated sidewalk on the north side of the Glenview Road Bridge 
over the Eden’s Expressway is scheduled to be replaced and widened in 
late 2019.  

 
Central School 

 Wilmette is partnering with School District 39 on a traffic engineering study 
for Central School.  The Village’s traffic consultant, Kimley-Horn, is 
performing the study.  The study was requested because of circulation 
concerns on 10th Street as a result of a recent change to the school 
entrances permitted to be used by students.  

 As part of the Central Avenue reconstruction project between Green Bay 
and Sheridan Roads, safety enhancements, pedestrian improvements and 
traffic calming will be implemented along the corridor.  This work is 
scheduled for 2020 and 2021.  
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Harper School 

 Village staff, District 39 staff, and resident representatives continue to 
coordinate on parking and signage concerns. Recent modifications to 
school communications procedures, car line advisory signage, and staff 
parking guidelines have recently been implemented.   

 
McKenzie School   

 Traffic engineering consultant Kimley-Horn completed a safety review of the 
Lake Avenue mid-block signalized intersection adjacent to Vattman Park.  
Supplemental signage and pavement marking recommendations were 
implemented this spring.  

     
Wilmette Junior High & Romona Schools  

 As part of the Locust Road reconstruction project between Wilmette and 
Lake Avenues, safety enhancements will be implemented for the crossings 
at Birchwood Avenue, the mid-block school crossing, and at Wilmette 
Avenue. This work is underway and scheduled to be complete in November 
2019. 

 In 2018, Locust Road between Wilmette and Lake was designated a Safe 
School Walking Route and a temporary crossing guard was approved at the 
mid-block crossing near WJHS.  This crossing guard will be reviewed for 
permanent approval in Spring 2020.    

 The deteriorated sidewalk on the north side of the Glenview Road Bridge 
over the Eden’s Expressway is scheduled to be replaced and widened in 
late 2019.  

 
Village-wide 

 Village staff continues to oversee the consulting team developing the 
Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan scheduled to be presented to 
the Transportation Commission in June 2019.    

 
 

Documents Attached: 
 

1. 2018-2019 School Crossing Review prepared by the Police Department dated May 
17, 2019 



 
 

DATE:  March 23, 2019  
 
TO:  Chief Kyle Murphy 
 
FROM:  CSO Ron Andrews 
  
SUBJECT:  2018-2019 School Review 
 

 
Executive Summary 
 
No significant changes in pedestrian and traffic patterns were observed. There are no 
changes recommended to the current school crossing guard allocation. 
 
Discussion 
 
At the start of the 2018-2019 school year there was a temporary crossing added in front 
of Wilmette Jr. High School at 615 Locust. There is an established crosswalk at the 
school entrance, which allows children to cross with the assistance of our newly hired 
crossing guard. This brings the total number of guards to seventeen (17) with two (2) 
substitutes.   
 
As the year progressed, we lost one guard to a medical issue for an extending period of 
time who was out till spring.  A substitute guard filled in during his absence. Our other 
substitute guard handles an afternoon crossing on a daily basis which has left us with 
no current substitutes.  The hiring of substitute positions remain posted and attempts to 
fill these positions continues. 
 
When crossing guards have not been able to work, members of our Parking Control 
Division as well as myself have covered these assignments. Sworn police personnel 
have also been needed on occasion. 
 
Throughout the year there have been typical traffic concerns at schools. Parking, driving 
complaints and parents not adhering to drop-off and pick-up line procedures were a 



majority of the complaints. Officers were assigned extensively throughout the year and 
violators were handled through education and enforcement. 
 
Below are specific identified concerns and recommendations: 
 
Central School 

 Pick up/drop off sign change.  
Central School and Village staff are currently working together to review 
vehicle circulation due to recent changes by the school in the entrances 
permitted to be used by the students. This review will also include potentially 
extending the arrival and dismissal no parking zone on the north side of 
Central Street to 7th Street to accommodate queuing vehicles. In addition, the 
Drop-Off / Pickup Zone sign located on Central in front of the main entrance 
to the school is recommended to be modified to allow the drop line to extend 
to the west toward 10th Street.   

 
Wilmette Jr. High 

 During inclement weather there are times when vehicles entering the parking 
lot from the north to drop off children in non-designated areas generate 
congestion when attempting to merge back into the drop-off / pickup line.  

 

 Line of sight obstructed by queuing vehicles.   
Queuing vehicles have been observed encroaching the intersection of 
Greenleaf Avenue and northbound Locust Road.  A supplemental sign will be 
installed as part of the Locust Road Reconstruction project and further 
observations will be made once construction is complete in November 2019.     

 

 Congestion on Locust during construction. 
With all traffic directed northbound on Locust during construction, the signals 
at Lake Ave and Locust Rd. have been lengthened in the northbound 
direction to allow for a longer pull of northbound traffic on Locust in the 
mornings and afternoons.   

 
Harper School 
Temporary advisory signage placed by the school to help control turning movements at 
Thornwood and Dartmouth during school hours has created some confusion with 
residents and other traffic not associated with the school as well as an expectation of 
enforcement.  The intent of this signage was to improve compliance to the flow of the 
drop off line which must enter the car line from Kenilworth Avenue, not Thornwood. A 
meeting took place on March 4, 2019 with Harper School personnel, School District 39 
staff, Wilmette Police Department personnel, Village Engineers and residents to discuss 
the improvement of the signage near the school. New signs have been fabricated and 
implemented by the school.   
 
 
 



Highcrest School  
The new parking lot configuration and communication has worked well. Since parents 
are able to utilize the entire north parking lot for drop offs and picks ups, traffic has been 
able to flow much easier. The crossing guard at that location had very few complaints 
this year. 
 
Child Counts 
Child counts were taken in the beginning of the 2018-2019 school year. Counts were 
taken during both the morning and afternoon crossings on good weather days to better 
capture the maximum volume. The following numbers reflect the daily average child 
count at each location.  
 
 

Crossing  Location 
Average # of students crossing in 

either the AM or PM 

15th & Lake 18 

15th & Wilmette 37 

615 Locust Road 68 

9th & Central 142 

9th & Greenleaf 82 

9th & Lake 112 

Forest & Wilmette 36 

Highland & Ridge 43 

Hunter & Illinois 320 

Hunter & Thornwood 79 

Illinois & Iroquois 12 

Lake & Hunter 71 

Lake & Locust 27 

Lake & Ridge 17 

Prairie & Wilmette 48 

Romona & Wilmette 21 

Skokie & Wilmette 22 
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Engineering and Public Works                                      (847) 853-7500 

 Department Fax (847) 853-7701 

 
 
MEETING DATE: May 23, 2019 
 
TO:   Transportation Commission  
 
FROM:   Brigitte Berger-Raish  P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works  
   Dan Manis, P.E., Village Engineer 
    
SUBJECT:    Traffic Calming   
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommended Action 

 

Discussion and selection of traffic calming candidate(s) for 2019.  

 

Background 

 

The Village of Wilmette’s Transportation Commission developed a policy on traffic 

calming in 1997 to provide an effective and consistent response to the complaints about 

intrusive vehicle traffic.   The Institute of Transportation Engineers defines “traffic calming” 

as “the combination of mainly physical measures that reduce the negative effects of motor 

vehicle use, alter driver behavior, and improve conditions for non-motorized street users.  

Calming actions include traffic regulations, signing, pavement marking, speed humps and 

other physical devices placed in and near the streets to discourage unreasonably high 

speeds and/or unnecessary traffic volumes (e.g., traffic which should and could be on 

other streets). According to the policy, the need to protect neighborhoods from 

unreasonable traffic intrusion must be weighed against the need for vehicular access for 

all residents and those who serve them. 

 

The policy establishes that candidates for traffic calming meet or exceed one of the 

following two metrics: 

 85-percentile speeds greater than 7 MPH over the posted speed limit 

 Average Daily Traffic counts exceeding 1200 cars per day 

mailto:bergerb@wilmette.com
mailto:manisd@wilmette.com


 
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

 

2 
 

Since the policy was adopted, the Village has completed several projects. The first project 

was on Manor Drive, completed in 2002 and the second project was on Locust Road, 

north of Lake Avenue, completed in 2003. Both projects incorporated speed humps in the 

roadway design and proved successful in the areas of relieving cut-through traffic and 

reducing prevailing speeds.  Since then, speed humps have been installed on Thornwood 

and Kenilworth Avenues and the 1400 blocks of Elmwood and Forest Avenues. Additional 

traffic calming, in the form of roadway striping and a raised crosswalk were installed on 

Hunter Road.  

  

In 2008, the Transportation Commission approved a traffic calming plan for 15th Street 

between Lake Avenue and Green Bay Road. These traffic calming initiatives were 

completed in conjunction with road improvements in 2013 and 2014.   

   

Since the economic downturn in 2008, traffic calming was not funded in the Village 

budget.  With improved economic conditions in 2019, however, the Village Board 

approved $30,000 in the budget for traffic calming.   

 

Discussion 

 

Procedure 

 

Any resident can request that their street be considered for traffic calming.  When a 

request is received, Village staff conducts a traffic study consisting of collecting speed, 

volume and accident data.  Candidates who meet the speed or volume threshold of the 

policy are added to an eligibility list (Attachment 1).   

 

The selection of traffic calming candidates to undergo a detailed traffic review is at the 

discretion of the Transportation Commission. Selected candidates will be studied to 

determine appropriate traffic calming interventions based on the identified problem, 

characteristics of the roadway and neighborhood traffic patterns.  Depending on the level 

of effort, a traffic consultant may be hired to perform the study and draft the 

recommendations.  The Commission will then hold a public meeting with the affected 

block(s) to review the proposed traffic calming treatments.  If the Commission 

recommends an intervention, the affected block(s) will be balloted to determine support 
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for the recommendation.  A 60% favorable vote by the impacted households must be 

achieved for the project to move forward.  The traffic calming measures will ultimately be 

approved by the Village Board.  

 

Education, Enforcement and Engineering 

 

Municipalities, including Wilmette, rely on the three “E’s” to manage traffic concerns:  

education, enforcement and engineering.   

 

Education campaigns can include topics such as reminding the public of the importance 

of obeying school zone speed limits, pedestrian awareness and general rules of the road.  

Enforcement involves the Police Department assigning a police officer to enforce the 

speed limit in a particular neighborhood. Unfortunately, it is often not practicable to 

maintain a police presence at the level needed to permanently lower speeds.  Finally, 

engineering includes signs, pavement marking and traffic calming measures.   

 

A successful traffic campaign will typically utilize all of the three E’s.   

 

Street Classification 

 

According to the Traffic Calming Policy, the role of specific streets in Wilmette is defined 

by their functional classification: local (slow speed, low volume land access streets), and 

through or arterial streets (busier, faster streets which primarily serve the through 

movement of traffic, but commonly in Wilmette are residential as well).  Traffic calming is 

traditionally implemented on local, slow speed residential streets rather than high volume 

through and arterial roadways.  Arterial roads are designed to move a high volume of 

cars, therefore adding traffic calming measures is in conflict with their functional purpose.  

In addition, public safety personnel rely on arterial streets to respond to emergencies.  

Adding physical barriers that slow emergency vehicles down is not recommended.      

 

Consequential Impact of Traffic Calming  

 

When considering traffic calming, it is important to understand how the proposed roadway 

changes will impact traffic patterns.  In cases where a residential street carries a higher 
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than desired volume of traffic, traffic calming measures can be implemented to discourage 

the cut-through movement.  A critical component of the traffic study is to understand and 

anticipate where the displaced cars will go.  Often times, it is the next adjacent street.  For 

this reason, traffic calming measures are often implemented neighborhood-wide or in 

tandem with adjacent streets to ensure that the traffic problem does not just move to the 

next street.    

 

Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 

 

When possible, Village staff recommends implementing traffic calming measures in 

conjunction with planned infrastructure improvements.  The traffic calming master list 

identifies several streets eligible for traffic calming that are also undergoing improvements 

related to the Neighborhood Storage project (stormwater improvements), Road Program 

or the Master Bike Plan. These projects include varying levels of roadway construction, 

so incorporating traffic calming measures at the same time is cost-effective and will 

ensure the project goals are aligned.   

 

Portable Speed Signs   

 

An alternative approach to implementing physical traffic calming measures at a limited 

number of locations is to recommend the purchase of portable post-mounted speed radar 

feedback signs. These signs can be deployed temporarily at various locations Village-

wide to reduce speeds. They have been shown to be effective at reducing speeds by 

making drivers aware of how fast they are moving relative to the speed limit and inducing 

them to adjust their speed accordingly.  The cost of a portable speed sign is approximately 

$4,500. 

  

Documents Attached 

1. Traffic Calming Eligibility List  

2. Traffic Calming Eligibility Map 

3. Through Street and Jurisdiction Map 

4. Traffic Calming Policy 

5. Traffic Calming Resident Notice  



ELIGIBLE TRAFFIC CALMING CANDIDATES - SPEED ONLY

Street Name Block From To
Street 

Width(FT) On Street Parking Direction ADT
Posted 
Speed

85% 
Speed Traffic Calming Criteria Notes

Lawler Avenue 400 Temple Lane Wilmette Avenue 24 Both Sides NB 165 25 33.56 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 1.56 mph
Lawler Avenue 400 Wilmette Avenue Temple Lane 24 Both Sides SB 129 25 40.89 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 8.89 mph

Total ADT 294 ADT under volume threshold
Lawler Avenue 500 Wilmette Avenue Washington Avenue 23 Both Sides NB 229 25 36.09 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 4.09 mph
Lawler Avenue 500 Washington Avenue Wilmette Avenue 23 Both Sides SB 153 25 39.29 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 7.29 mph

Total ADT 382 ADT under volume threshold
Isabella Street 300 Dupee Place 3rd Street 26 South Side Evanston EB 1319 25 38.19 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 6.19 mph Shared jurisdiction
Isabella Street 300 3rd Street Dupee Place 26 South Side Evanston WB 1195 25 33.81 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 1.81 mph

Total ADT 2514
Schiller Avenue 2000 Harvard Street 20th Street 24 South Side Only EB 195 25 34.38 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 2.38 mph
Schiller Avenue 2000 20th Street Harvard Street 24 South Side Only WB 336 25 31.58 Speed within acceptable range

Total ADT 531 ADT under volume threshold
Sunset Drive 300 Glenview Road 400 block 24 West Side Only NB 134 25 34.05 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 2.05 mph
Sunset Drive 300 400 block Glenview Road 24 West Side Only SB 173 25 30.66 Speed within acceptable range

Total ADT 307 ADT under volume threshold
16th Street 100 Isabella Street Gregory Avenue 22 East Side Only NB 392 25 33.98 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 1.98 mph
16th Street 100 Gregory Avenue Isabella Street 22 East Side Only SB 601 25 32.29 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 0.29 mph

993 ADT under volume threshold
Beechwood Avenue 2000 Ridge Road 21st Street 26 Both Sides WB 442 25 28.58 Speed within acceptable range
Beechwood Avenue 2000 21st Street Ridge Road 26 Both Sides EB 378 25 33.46 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 1.46 mph

Total ADT 820 ADT under volume threshold
Old Glenview Road 3000 Skokie Blvd Hibbard Road 30 North Side Only WB 423 30 37.84 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 0.84 mph
Old Glenview Road 3000 Hibbard Road Skokie Blvd 30 North Side Only EB 425 30 34.18 Speed within acceptable range

Total ADT 848 ADT under volume threshold

ELIGIBLE TRAFFIC CALMING CANDIDATES - VOLUME ONLY

Street Name Block From To
Street 

Width(FT) On Street Parking Direction ADT
Posted 
Speed

85% 
Speed Traffic Calming Criteria Notes

Park Avenue 800 Washington Avenue Lake Avenue 26 East Side Only NB 522 25 31.92 Speed within acceptable range
Park Avenue 800 Lake Avenue Washington Avenue 26 East Side Only SB 1260 25 28.01 Speed within acceptable range

Total ADT 1782 ADT exceeds volume threshold by 582 VPD

PLANNED TRAFFIC CALMING IMPROVEMENTS

Street Name Block From To
Street 

Width(FT) On Street Parking Direction ADT
Posted 
Speed

85% 
Speed Traffic Calming Criteria Notes

Lavergne Avenue 600 Central Avenue Washington Avenue 32 Both Sides NB 500 25 33.77 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 1.77 mph Neighborhood Storage Improvements
Lavergne Avenue 600 Washington Avenue Central Avenue 32 Both Sides SB 461 25 37.10 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 5.10 mph Phase IA 2019/2021

Total ADT 961 ADT under volume threshold
Lavergne Avenue 700 Washington Avenue Lacrosse Avenue 32 Both Sides NB 463 25 38.27 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 6.27 mph Neighborhood Storage Improvements
Lavergne Avenue 700 Lacrosse Avenue Washington Avenue 32 Both Sides SB 385 25 37.7 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 5.70 mph Phase IA 2019/2020

Total ADT 848 ADT under volume threshold
Birchwood Avenue 2000 Ouilmette Lane Pinecrest Lane 34 Both Sides EB 375 25 33.99 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 1.99 mph Neighborhood Storage Improvements
Birchwood Avenue 2000 Pinecrest Lane Ouilmette Lane 34 Both Sides WB 353 25 39.45 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 7.45 mph Phase 3 2022

Total ADT 728 ADT under volume threshold
Birchwood Avenue 2100 Pinecrest Lane Ouilmette Lane 32 Both Sides EB 279 25 37.28 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 5.28 mph Neighborhood Storage Improvements
Birchwood Avenue 2100 Ouilmette Lane Pinecrest Lane 32 Both Sides WB 392 25 39.4 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 7.40 mph Phase 3 2022

Total ADT 671 ADT under volume threshold
Elmwood Avenue 1900&2000 21st Street Ridge Road 26 Both Sides EB 899 25 37.67 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 5.67 mph Bike Boulevard & Road Improvements
Elmwood Avenue 1900&2000 Ridge Road 21st Street 26 Both Sides WB 310 25 34.85 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 2.85 mph

Total ADT 1209 ADT exceeds volume threshold by 9 VPD
Elmwood Avenue 2100&2200 Hunter Road 21st Street 26 Both Sides EB 515 25 38.78 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 6.78 mph Bike Boulevard & Road Improvements
Elmwood Avenue 2100&2200 21st Street Hunter Road 26 Both Sides WB 717 25 32.01 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 0.01 mph

Total ADT 1232 ADT exceeds volume threshold by 32 VPD
Prarie Avenue 100 Isabella Street Park Avenue 26 Both Sides NB 479 25 31.84 Speed within acceptable range Brick Restoration Road Improvements
Prairie Avenue 100 Park Avenue Isabella Street 26 Both Sides SB 937 25 33.16 Speed exceeds acceptable range by 1.16 mph

Total ADT 1416 ADT exceeds volume threshold by 216 VPD
Notes

Highlighted criteria which meets the minimum thresholds for traffic calming eligibility per Village policy







 
Traffic Calming Policy and Procedure 

Transportation Commission 
Village of Wilmette 
Approved 12-09-97 

By Village Board 
 
 
 
PREAMBLE: 
 
Motor vehicle traffic on Village streets is often viewed as a threat to the quality of 
life in Wilmette.  This policy on traffic calming was developed by the Wilmette 
Transportation Commission to provide an effective and consistent response to 
the complaints about intrusive vehicle traffic. 
 
Traffic calming is the act of balancing the need for vehicular access with 
neighborhood needs for safe, quiet environments.  Calming actions include traffic 
regulations, signing, pavement marking, police enforcement, and various 
physical devices placed in and near the streets to discourage unreasonably high 
speeds and/or unnecessary traffic volumes (e.g., traffic which should and could 
be on other streets).  The need to protect neighborhoods from unreasonable 
traffic intrusion must be weighed against the need for vehicular access for all 
residents and those who serve them.  Our streets are community property, 
owned and used by all.  Just as we expect and need to use the streets of other 
neighborhoods and communities, we must accept the need for others to share 
our streets, as long as their use is safe and reasonable. 
 
The role of specific streets in Wilmette is defined by their functional classification: 
local (slow speed, low volume land access streets), and arterial streets (busier, 
faster streets which primarily serve the through movement of traffic, but 
commonly in Wilmette are residential as well).  This classification as defined in 
the Comprehensive Plan reflects the current use of streets:  it is not merely 
theory, it is fact.  Often we may want to discourage ―foreign‖ traffic on our street, 
when the street actually serves to collect (collector street) or move (arterial 
street) that traffic.  Unless there are alternative routes for traffic which do not 
pose a problem for other residents, something that is rare in Wilmette, we cannot 
change the functionality of a street by declaration. 
 
 
POLICY: 
 
It is the policy of the Village of Wilmette to investigate, seriously and objectively, 
complaints about excessive traffic and vehicle speeds.  Such complaints will be 
evaluated, and, if warranted, interventions will be proposed and –with 
neighborhood concurrence—adopted.  Those interventions chosen for 



implementation will be those which minimize negative side effects, and which are 
affordable.  The standard procedure for responding to requests for traffic calming 
actions is outlined below. 
 
PROCEDURE: 
 
1. The process is initiated by complaints received by the Engineering or  
               Police departments from residents, business representatives, or Village 
               Staff (Police Department, Engineering Department, Community 
               Development, etc.) 
 
2.  Objective data are collected by Village professional staff on street 

configuration and traffic conditions, including volumes and speeds.  
Data should be collected over several days, preferably a full week, to 
reveal temporal cycles, and at appropriate times of day and seasons 
when problems are known to occur. 

 
Where cut-through traffic is a known or likely source of the problem,     
conditions (volumes, speeds, delays) on officially preferred routes 
should also be measured, along with vehicle routing patterns through 
the affected street network. 

 
3. The following criteria are used, singularly and in combination, to 

determine whether there is an objective problem worthy of further study: 
 

A. Volume greater than 1,200 vehicles per day on a local street; or 
B. 85th percentile speeds more than 7 miles per hour over the 

posted speed limit; or 
C. An excessive accident experience in a pattern, which is related 

to unreasonable volumes or speeds. 
D. Other facts and circumstances which, in the judgment of the 

Village Engineer or the Chief of Police, establish the existence 
of a problem which warrants consideration by the Commission, 
despite the failure to satisfy the criteria listed in A, B or C of this 
section. 

 
4. Cases meeting these criteria will be referred to the Transportation 

Commission, initially through discussion with the Chair or his or her 
designated representative.  Needs for further data collection or analyses 
of alternative actions will be discussed, and such actions taken to 
provide input to the Commission. 

 
5. The Transportation Commission will hold a public meeting, inviting 

residents of the affected neighborhood.  The complaint, objective 
measures of the problem, alternatives, and their costs and effectiveness 
will be evaluated using resources of the Commission, the professional 



staff of the Village, the published technical literature, national standards 
and guidelines, and evidence of best practice.  The Commission will 
make a decision to adopt an action, do nothing, or pursue further 
studies. 
 
A. The first priority on actions to be considered will be those which 

directly address the cause of the problem.  In particular, in the case 
of excessive cut-through traffic, priority will be placed on solving the 
problems on the preferred routes to make cutting-through less 
attractive. 

B. Options to be considered on the affected streets will be focused on 
actions proven to reduce excessive speeds or discourage 
unnecessary traffic volumes, such as periodic enforcement, 
changes in traffic regulations, signs and pavement markings, speed 
humps and traffic circles. 

C. The four primary criteria used to select options will be (1) the 
degree to which the original problem is solved; (2) assurance of 
reasonable access for all, and especially for emergency and 
service vehicles; (3) the safety implications of the proposed action, 
and (4) the extent of spillover problems on other streets caused by 
the action on the subject street.  This process should not solve one 
problem by causing others. 

D. Signs and markings to be implemented should meet the warrants 
established in the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

E. Street closures will not normally be considered.  Closures are an 
unreasonable impedance to residents and others; they restrict 
emergency and maintenance access.  A well-utilized street 
indicates the need to satisfy or alter the demand, rather than to cut 
off the supply of access. 

 
6. If the Commission recommends an intervention, (a fixed physical 

change to a street such as an intersection circle, traffic hump, or 
diverter), a brief description of this action and its expected impacts will 
be prepared and distributed by mail to neighborhood residents affected 
by this intervention in the form of a ballot.  A favorable vote of 60% of 
the households on the affected street(s) will be necessary to proceed 
with the action.  For this purpose, the affected street is defined as the 
block on which the intervention is applied, or the single blocks adjacent 
to an intersection where a change is to be made.  Only one vote per 
household is permitted; apartments will be counted as a single 
household. 

 
Responsibility for approval of any fixed physical changes rests with the 
Village Board; a favorable vote by the neighbors and/or the Commission 
does not deprive the Board of this final power of approval. 

 



Simpler interventions, such as an enforcement program, signs, or pavement 
markings, may be implemented directly after the public meeting on the 
recommendation of the Commission. 
 
7. The Engineering Department will collect data after the implementation of 

calming actions and will conduct before-after evaluations, which will be 
reported to the Transportation Commission to build a knowledge base 
for future decision making.  These evaluations will be conducted when 
traffic operations have stabilized after implementation, sooner if 
problems occur and later if it is necessary to match seasonality of the 
problem. 

 
Requests for traffic calming will be considered at any time and recommendations 
for signing, marking and enforcement can be implemented at any time.  
Proposals for capital investments (e.g., humps, circles, diverters) will be collected 
and considered at an annual project programming meeting normally in mid-
summer, so that a specific budget request can be presented to the Village Board. 
 
 
Proposed Experimental Program Procedure 
 
 
The traffic-calming program will begin with an experimental implementation to 
gain experience and get community reactions. The experimental procedure is as 
follows: 
 

1. Use complaints on file to identify several candidate streets. 
2. Staff collects and analyzes current objective data (speeds, 

volumes, routes). 
3. Commission meets to select two (2)  test sites and the 

interventions to be applied to each.  At this point we have 
apparently narrowed the actions to humps (on one street) 
and circles (on the other). 

4. Commission holds public meeting, inviting residents of 
candidate streets to discuss the proposed actions. 

5. Use the balloting process described in step 6 above to verify 
neighborhood acceptance. 

6. Implement the interventions.  Target:  Spring, 1998. 
7. Collect data and conduct before-after study.  Collect data 

within one week of construction completion, and again three 
and six months later.  Survey the neighbors after six months.  
Report periodically to the Commission. 
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Engineering and Public Works                      (847) 853-7660 

Department                Fax (847) 853-7701 

 

May 17, 2019 

 

Wilmette Resident  

 

Re: Notice of Transportation Commission Meeting  

 

Dear Resident: 

 

 You are receiving this notice because you have previously inquired about traffic calming 

on your street.  Please note the Transportation Commission will meet on Thursday, May 23 at 

7:00 PM at Village Hall to discuss potential traffic calming candidates for 2019.  You are 

welcome to attend and participate in the discussion.  The complete meeting packet will be posted 

under “Agendas and Minutes” on the Village’s website at www.wilmette.com no later than 

Friday May 17.   

 

I can be reached at 847.853.7627 or bergerb@wilmette.com if you have any questions.  

Thank you for your continued interest in improving Wilmette’s transportation system.         

      Kindest regards, 

 

       Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E. 

       Director of Engineering and Public Works  

        

 

   

 

 

http://www.wilmette.com/
mailto:bergerb@wilmette.com
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