1200 Wilmette Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091
DEPARTMENT OF
ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS

(847) 853-7500
Fax (847) 853-7705
TDD (847) 853-7634

NOTICE OF MEETING
of the
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
Tuesday, October 1, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.
Council Room
Wilmette Village Hall
1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois

AGENDA
1. Call to Order
2. Approval of Minutes of the May 23, 2019 Transportation Commission
meeting
3. Parking Restriction Changes to the 700 block of Park Avenue and 1300
block of Central Avenue
4. Public Comment
5. Old Business
6. New Business
7. Adjournment
Chair, Libby Braband
IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE
IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE
MANAGER’S OFFICE AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
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1200 Wilmette Avenue
WILMETTE, IL 60091

Engineering and
Public Works Department

(847) 853-7660
Fax (847) 853-7701

MEETING MINUTES
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
TUSEDAY, MAY 23, 2019
7:00 P.M.
SECOND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL

Members Present:

Chair Libby Braband
Commissioner Issac Gaetz
Commissioner Benjamin Schmitt
Commissioner Randall Tyner

Members Absent:

Commissioner Nathan Kebede
Commissioner Jill Hayes

Staff Present:

Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Public Works Director
Dan Manis, P.E., Village Engineer
Dan Smith, Engineering Assistant
Kyle Murphy, Police Chief
Mike McGarry, Commander (Police)

Guests Present:

Lauren Pickrell, 1930 Greenwood Ave
Jonathan (Kim) Murlas, 15 Winfield Drive
Tom Boar, 1034 Lake
Katie Murlas, 2005 Greenwood Ave
Margaret Bode, 1938 Greenwood Ave
Cheryl Sundheim, 2001 Greenwood Ave
Natalie Kapnick, 1946 Greenwood Ave
Shannon Zock, 2401 Pomona Lane
Kimberly Segal, 2934 Indianwood Road

I.

CALL TO ORDER.
Chair Braband called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m., welcomed new
commissioners Kebede and Tyner and took role of the Commissioners.
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DRAFT

APPROVAL OF MINUTES; TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION MEETING OF
SEPTEMBER 27, 2018.
Chair Braband directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the
Transportation Commission meeting of September 27, 2018.
Commissioner Gaetz moved to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded
by Commissioner Tyner. There were no changes noted to the minutes. The
motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote.

III.

APPROVAL OF THE SCHOOL CROSSING GUARD REPORT PRESENTED BY
THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
Village Engineer, Dan Manis summarized the memo titled Approval of the
2019/2020 School Crossing Guard Locations, dated May 23, 2019. Mr. Manis
directed attention to the memo from staff addressed to the Commission. No
changes were recommended by staff for regarding crossing guard locations.
There were also no additional crossing guard requests made since September
2018. Mr. Manis highlighted various improvements underway and planned within
school walking boundaries outlined in the memo.
Police Chief, Kyle Murphy summarized 2018-2019 School Review memo dated
March 23, 2019. No significant changes were observed in pedestrian and traffic
patterns, and no changes to crossing guard allocation were recommended. Chief
Murphy summarized school traffic observations at Central School, Wilmette Jr.
High, and Harper School.
Chair Braband asked if there were any questions from the Commission.
Commissioner Gaetz asked regarding the location of Wilmette Jr. High.
Chief Murphy responded that it is located at 615 Locust.
Chair Braband commented that she was happy to hear District 37 received the
Safe Routes to School grant after concerns from last year and that there will be
data for the four municipalities to address issues.
Chair Braband asked for public questions or comments on the Annual School
Crossing Guard Report.
Shannon Zock, 2401 Pomona Lane, thanked the Commission for the temporary
crossing guard for Romona and Wilmette Jr. High population, and asked the
Commission to consider keeping it permanently considering how highly utilized it
is.
Chair Braband and Mr. Manis discussed the Locust Road construction project
and temporary crossing guard at this location. Mr. Manis stated construction is
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scheduled to be completed by November 2019 and that the crossing guard at
this location will be evaluated for permanent approval in the spring of 2020 after
construction and be presented to the Commission at that time. Commissioner
Gaetz restated that waiting until that time to make a decision would be based on
collecting data after construction, and Mr. Manis confirmed.
Commissioner Gaetz moved to approve the Annual School Crossing Guard
report. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Tyner. The motion was
approved by a unanimous voice vote.

IV.

TRAFFIC CALMING
Mr. Manis called attention to the memo addressed to the Commission and
summarized the procedure used by staff to determine eligible candidates for
traffic calming and presented a table of streets currently eligible for traffic
calming.
Commissioner Gaetz asked for clarification on the 85th percentile metric. Mr.
Manis provided explanation on the data.
Chair Braband commented that the largest category of eligible candidates
appears to be speed related, and asked if enforcement is the most effective
method for adjusting speeds as opposed to infrastructure changes. Ms. BergerRaish responded that traffic calming is a recognition that police resources are
limited, and traffic calming allows for infrastructure changes that encourage
drivers to slow down.
Chair Braband asked how many speed radar signs the Village owns, Chief
Murphy responded that the Village currently does not own any, but Mr. Manis has
applied for a grant to purchase some.
Commissioner Gaetz asked if it is possible that any of the data regarding eligible
candidates has changed over time, and Mr. Manis responded that the data has
been collected over a period of years and any data older than 2017 was
renewed.
Commissioner Tyner asked if the portable speed radar signs are to be purchased
out of the traffic calming budget or the grant that has been applied for. Chief
Murphy stated that the grant would be in addition to the current traffic calming
budget. Commissioner Gaetz asked if the traffic calming budget would be applied
to purchasing the portable speed radar signs and Mr. Manis confirmed.
Commissioner Schmitt asked if staff has noticed any trends regarding the
number of complaints received. Mr. Manis stated it has stayed consistent, and
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Chief Murphy mentioned that Police have also experienced consistent levels of
inquiries over time. Commissioner Schmitt asked if a trend was noticed on
streets that have had updated data collected, and Mr. Manis responded that the
old and new data have been consistent. Ms. Berger-Raish commented that
because the transportation network is built out, there haven’t been major
changes that would cause change. Stated that the largest change was on Lake
between Hunter and Green Bay Road in the mid-2000s.
Chair Braband asked about the classification of Park Avenue, and Mr. Manis
responded that it is classified as a local street. Ms. Berger-Raish commented that
north of Central it is residential. Chair Braband mentioned the volumes and
businesses in the area, and asked if there are any eligible candidates on the list
that stand out. Mr. Manis and Ms. Berger-Raish commented that the volumes are
low and are probably residents of the block.
Commissioner Gaetz asked about the role of residents on the block in regards to
traffic calming. Mr. Manis responded that the residents of the block would be
balloted once a proposed plan is created. Ms. Berger-Raish stated that just the
block where the proposed improvements are located would be polled, and an
approval rate of 67% is required. Chair Braband commented that based on
volumes, the majority of trips are probably originating from the block.
Commissioner Schmitt asked Engineering staff if they interact with Police for
enforcement when data shows a potential issue. Chief Murphy responded yes,
and would conduct traffic surveys and enforcement in response. Commissioner
Schmitt voiced concern over some narrower streets with speeds over 40 MPH,
and Ms. Berger-Raish responded that those streets would be perfect candidates
for the aforementioned speed radar signs.
Chair Braband asked for public questions and comment.
Kim Murlas, 15 Winfield Drive in Northfield, concerned about his grandchildren
on Greenwood. In particular, Greenwood between Ridge and 21 st, mentions high
volume of traffic as well as parking on both sides of the street, limiting visibility. A
large number of children are present in the Kenilworth gardens neighborhood.
Chair Braband asked about driveways, and Mr. Manis responded that most
driveways are single car width driveways, which is probably why there are a lot of
residents parking on the street.
Natalie Kapnick, 1946 Greenwood Avenue, stressed that there are a number of
smaller lots on Greenwood and the general demographic of children is very
young. Feels that there is a lot of cut through traffic for the Kenilworth train
station. Also commented that she feels parking on both sides of the street slows
traffic down.
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Chair Braband asked if parking restrictions have existed to restrict parking to one
side on Greenwood, and Mr. Manis responded no.
Commissioner Schmitt asked about the effect of no parking on streets and
speeds. Ms. Berger-Raish commented that parked cars on the street are very
effective for reducing speeds.
Katie Murlas, 2005 Greenwood Avenue, reiterated that Greenwood is a direct
thoroughfare to the Kenilworth train station. Felt that parked cars do help reduce
speed, but feels that a speed bump would be effective. Stated that the mailman
told her he had been hit once. Mentioned the number of children in the
neighborhood. Chair Braband asked if there are any planned improvements on
Elmwood, Mr. Manis replied that it is proposed to be a bike boulevard in the draft
recommendations in the bike master plan.
Margaret Bode, 1938 Greenwood Avenue, mentioned speed bumps in the City of
Chicago.
Lauren Pickrell, 1930 Greenwood Avenue, stated there are a lot of young
children and they are always supervised, but is looking for preventative
measures.
Tom Boar, property manager for the church at 1024 Lake. Spent the last few
years working with staff on crosswalks and signage for the church and the
parking lot across the street. Asks about possible traffic calming at Lake and
Wilmette.
Chair Braband states that it is her understanding that no formal action will be
taken at this meeting, but staff will take comments into consideration for future
assessment. Ms. Berger-Raish mentions that the Commission can provide
additional guidance to staff for future study.
Ms. Berger-Raish states that traffic calming can have consequences, and that
isolated traffic calming measures can create issues on other streets and
Elmwood is due for road improvements. Therefore, traffic calming is usually
looked at on multiple streets at a time. Mentions that Lavergne traffic calming
could be implemented with the stormwater improvement project.
Chair Braband states that the Kenilworth gardens area stands out on the
eligibility list. Commissioner Gaetz asks about the cost of speed bumps and how
many would need to be installed, Mr. Manis states that it varies depending on if it
can be bundled with other improvements. Ms. Berger-Raish mentions that speed
bumps may be difficult on Greenwood with the number of driveways as well as a
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loss of parking. Chair Braband states no formal action, Commissioner Gaetz
agrees as traffic would go elsewhere.
Chair Braband mentions Lake and Wilmette intersection, Ms. Berger-Raish
states that the intersection is federal aid eligible, and a traffic circle is a potential
option to evaluate in the future.
Chair Braband asks for any other public comment. Commissioner Schmitt asks
about existing road restrictions, mentions Park Avenue and Prairie Avenues and
restrictions creating problems on other streets. Ms. Berger-Raish comments on
turn restrictions. Chair Braband mentions Greenwood and that a turn restriction
may be too restrictive. Kim Murlas makes comment about having to speed up to
cross Ridge at Greenwood. Natalie Kapnick and Lauren Pickrell also comment.
Ms. Berger-Raish mentions that if the grant isn’t awarded, possibly make a
motion to use traffic calming funds to purchase speed signs. Mr. Manis says staff
should know about the grant award in July, and Chief Murphy says two signs are
proposed to be purchased.
Commissioner Gaetz asks about effectiveness of speed radar signs, and
Commissioner Tyner believes they do work, referencing one on Crawford in
Evanston. Chief Murphy also mentions one in Glenview on Laramie. Mr. Manis
also states that the signs collect data and can be used to measure effectiveness.
Chief Murphy also makes comment about perception of speeds on local roads
and possibly educating public on Village wide speed limit.
Commissioner Tyner asks if speed sign will have an effect on Greenwood, as it
appears to be a volume issue, but may still provide temporary relief.
Ms. Berger-Raish read the motion to purchase two portable speed signs with
traffic calming funds if the Village does not receive grant funds. Chair Braband
moved to approve the motion. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Gaetz. The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote.
Commissioner Schmitt asked if the speed limit has always been 25 MPH. Ms.
Berger-Raish states that the speed limit is determined by engineering study and
mentions that artificial speed limits create issues with enforcement.
Commissioner Gaetz asks if any upcoming bike planning or road improvements
overlap with traffic calming candidates, and Ms. Berger-Raish says they are
shown on the table provided.
Chair Braband asks for any other public comment on traffic calming.
Kimberly Segal, 2934 Indianwood Road, states a number of children on
Indianwood and states it is used as a cut through from Lake and Hibbard when
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backups occur. Concerned about construction during Lake and Skokie
construction. Ms. Berger-Raish also mentions that Lake and Skokie construction
is primarily pedestrian improvements. Mr. Manis stated that Indianwood did not
meet the criteria for traffic calming when it was studied. Ms. Segal asks if
residents can pay for speed bumps, Ms. Berger-Raish states that the traffic
calming policy does not allow for residents to pay for traffic calming measures
directly. Chair Braband states that we can continue to monitor Indianwood during
construction.
Chief Murphy asks for specific times of traffic issues, Ms. Kapnick states 4:30PM6:00PM, and 8AM hour. Chief Murphy states that police will add Greenwood to
enforcement list.
V.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Chair Braband asked for any additional public comment, there was none.

VI.

OLD BUSINESS
Chair Braband asked for any old business, there was none.

VII.

NEW BUISNESS
Chair Braband asked for any new business, there was none.

VIII.

ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Gaetz moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Schmitt and Commissioner Tyner. The motion carried. No further
discussion occurred on the motion.
The meeting was thereafter adjourned at 8:06 p.m.
Minutes Respectfully Prepared by D. Smith
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Department

(847) 853-7500
Fax (847) 853-7701

MEETING DATE:

October 1, 2019

TO:

Transportation Commission

FROM:

Brigitte Berger-Raish P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works
Dan Manis, P.E., Village Engineer

SUBJECT:

Petitions for the 700 Block of Park Avenue and the 1300 Block of
Central Avenue
_______________________________________________________________________
Recommendation
Review of the petitions from the 700 block of Park Avenue and 1300 block of Central
Avenue requesting the addition of “resident permit parking” to the current regulations.
Background
Petition Requirements
In accordance with Article XV of the Village Code entitled “Resident Permit Parking”
(attachment 3), when 67-percent of the households of an affected street sign a petition
requesting that said street be designated "Resident Parking Only: Permit Required," the
Transportation Commission may authorize a survey of the affected street.



78-percent of the residents of the 700 block of Park Avenue signed the petition
76-percent of the residents of the 1300 block of Central Avenue signed the petition

Both surveys have met the petition requirements.
Existing Parking Restrictions
The current parking restrictions are as follows:


East side of Park Avenue: 2-Hour Parking 8am-5pm Mon thru Fri



West side of Park Avenue: No Parking Anytime



North side of Central Avenue: No Parking Anytime



South side of Central Avenue:

West end, 15-minute parking 8 AM to 10 AM on
School Days
Mid-block, No parking 8 AM to 10 AM Mon thru
Fri except Holidays
East end, 2-hour parking 8 AM to 6 PM Mon
thru Fri

A map of the surrounding neighborhood parking restrictions is included as attachment 4.
Street Characteristics
Park Avenue is 26-feet wide, measured from the face of curb to face of curb. Park Avenue
intersects with Central Avenue to the south and Washington Avenue to the north and is
located one block west of Green Bay Road and the Metra Station.
Central Avenue is 26-feet wide, measured from the face of curb to face of curb. Central
Avenue intersects with Prairie Avenue on the west and Park Avenue on the east and is
located one block west of Green Bay Road and the Metra Station.
Discussion
The residents of Park Avenue and Central Avenue have indicated a hardship with not
being able to park on the street because of the 2-hour time zone that is strictly enforced.
The existing 2-hour time restriction was originally put in place to discourage all day
commuter parking.
The same petition for the 700 block of Park Avenue was submitted to the Transportation
Commission in 2007 and reviewed over several meetings. Copies of the archived
minutes are included as attachment 5. At that time, the Commission did not approve the
petition because the businesses on Washington Avenue were vocal about the negative
impact restricting parking on Park Avenue would have on their businesses. The
Commission formed a task force with staff and business representatives to perform a
detailed review of the parking needs on the 1200 block of Washington Avenue. As a
result of the study, a number of changes were made to the time-zoned restrictions on
Washington Avenue. While at capacity much of the day, the Washington parking has
seemed to work well since the revised restrictions were put in place.

2

In addition to the requested changes by the residents of the 1300 block of Central, staff
recommends changing the existing “No parking 8 AM to 10 AM Mon thru Fri except
Holidays” zone to “2-hour parking 8 AM to 6 PM Mon thru Fri” to match the east end of
the block. This will help with restriction consistency on a single block and encourage
turnover of non-resident non-commuters (e.g., postal workers, library and school visitors).

Attachments
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Petition from the 700 block of Park Avenue
Petition from the 1300 block of Central Avenue
Village Code Section 14-453 Regarding Resident Permit Parking
Map of the Existing Neighborhood Parking Regulations
Past minutes discussing the 700 block of Park petition from 2007 and 2008
Notification Letter to Residents
Map of Notification Area
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Sec. 14-453. - Residential streets may be posted.
(a)

(b)

(c)

Survey required.
(1)

When 67 percent of the households of an affected street sign a petition requesting that said
street be designated "Resident Parking Only: Permit Required," the Transportation Commission
may authorize a survey of the affected street.

(2)

If a survey taken by the Transportation Commission pursuant to this article for two consecutive
hours over two to three weekdays discloses that the number of legally and illegally parked
vehicles is greater than or equal to 70 percent of the legal capacity of a street and if, during that
highest two-hour period, a license plate check shows that 30 percent or more of the parked
vehicles are from outside the neighborhood and are therefore presumably using the facilities of
the Business District or the Commercial District or the school, college or university, or of a mass
transit facility located within one-half mile of such street, the block may be posted for "Resident
Parking Only: Permit Required." Such posting shall state the hours of the day and days of the
week when the permit requirement shall apply.

Exceptions to survey requirement. When 67 percent of the households of an affected street sign a
petition requesting that said street be designated "Resident Parking Only: Permit Required," the
Transportation Commission may designate the block in question for resident permit parking without
benefit of a parking survey only when:
(1)

The block in question is presently posted in such a manner as to prohibit all parking
whatsoever during times of day for which residential permit parking is proposed to be
established; or

(2)

Upon the prior written report and affirmative recommendation of both the Chief of Police and
the Village Engineer, the Transportation Commission finds by a two-thirds majority of all its
members that the need to establish the residential permit parking area in question is manifest
from the evidence available to the commission and that delaying action to conduct a survey
would result in the creation of a substantial and unusual hardship to the households on the
affected street.

Residents of a single side of a block on a major street defined by section 14-114(c) that has a 24hour parking restriction and that experience a parking hardship created by a street designated as
resident permit parking under this section may petition the Transportation Commission for an
exception to this section. The exception will allow residents of the major street to park on the street
designated resident permit parking, if the following conditions are met:
(1)

The petition shall be signed by 67 percent of the households on one side of the major street
requesting an exception for resident permit parking. The petition shall clearly reference the
block in which they are seeking permit parking privileges; and

(2)

A Transportation Commission meeting will be scheduled and the neighbors of both the major
street and the block with a resident permit parking designation shall be notified at least one
week prior to the meeting that the Transportation Commission will be reviewing the petition
seeking an exception of this section.

(Code 1993, § 13-8.21.2; Ord. No. 89-0-40, 8-15-1989; Ord. No. 94-O-42, 7-12-1994; Ord. No.
2007-O-20, 3-13-2007; Ord. No. 2008-O-1, 1-22-2008)

Wilmette to Lake and Prairie to Green Bay Neighborhood
Existing Parking Restrictions
Restrictions Legend
No Parking Anytime
Snow Precip. Only
No Parking 7am-9am Except Sunday and Holidays
No Parking 8am-6pm Mon-Fri Except by Permit
No Parking 8am-10am Mon-Fri Except by Permit
No Parking 8am-10am Mon-Fri Except Holidays
15 Min. 8am-10am School Days
30 Min. Parking 8am-6pm Mon-Sat
1Hr Parking 8am-5pm Mon-Sat
2Hr Parking 8am-5pm Mon-Fri
2Hr Parking 8am-5pm Mon-Fri Except by Permit
2Hr Parking 8am-6pm Mon-Sat
2Hr Parking 8am-5pm Mon-Sat
3Hr Parking 8am-6pm Mon-Sat
2Hr & 3Hr Parking 8am-6pm Mon-Sat

No Parking 8:00-9:30
2:30-3:30
School Days
2Hr M-F
9:30-2:30 by Permit

Approved at the May 9, 2007 Transportation Commission Meeting
Minutes of the Transportation Commission Meeting held on Wednesday,
March 14, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Training Room at Village Hall,
1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091.

Members Present:

Clayton Weaver, Chairperson
Mark Wagstaff
Paul Chouinard
Cathy Albrecht
Jim Grosh

Members Absent:

Rachel Nocera
Eileen Miller-Girson

Staff Present:

Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering
Linda Reilley, Engineering Assistant
Brian King, Deputy Police Chief

Also Present:

Joel Wineberg, 556 Hunter
Tom & Nancy Cooper, 1304 Central
Debora Morris, 1215 Washington
Jack Pressman, 1211 Washington
Aaron Alt, 722 Park
Ramaa Krishnan, 1217 Washington
Michael Sopko, 2245 Schiller
M. Mallin, 411 Maple
Nancy & John Hoagland, 2310 Birchwood
K. Kolbe, 2346 Greenwood
Linda Stremmel, 57 Crescent
Vicki Foreman, 1523 Spencer
Rob Faurot, 2307 Schiller
Nancy Blake, 2300 Birchwood
Joe Slezak, 1215 Washington

Chairman Weaver called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
1. Review of Minutes
Motion to approve the February 21, 2007 minutes.
Motion by: Commissioner Albrecht
Second:
Commissioner Grosh
Discussion: None
Action:
Approved by unanimous voice vote
2. Central School Traffic Review

Transportation Commission 3-14-07 draft
BAM
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Commissioner Albrecht introduced this item by describing the congestion
that occurs during the afternoon pick up on Central Avenue. She indicated
Village staff and representatives from Central School have had recent
discussions regarding poor traffic circulation during the afternoon pick-up
period from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. A new traffic circulation plan was
implemented for Central School during the 2005/2006 school season. 9th
Street became the drop-off and pick-up staging area for the school buses
and Central Avenue became the drop off and pick-up staging area for
parents. The parent staging area has been observed to extend as far east
as 7th Street. Central Avenue is not wide enough to accommodate parking
on both sides of the street, a staging lane for parents and two-way traffic.
The current situation is forcing westbound cars staging for pick-up to
utilize the westbound through lane. The result is that westbound through
vehicles often try to by-pass the congestion by driving into the on-coming
traffic lane.
Commissioner Albrecht indicated an option that has been discussed is
prohibiting parking on the north side of the 800 block of Central Avenue
from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. on school days. She stated that although
Central School does not have available parking for their staff and parents
on school property, there is available parking on 10th Street adjacent to the
school and on the south side of Central in the 800 block. There is also
parking available on 9th Street, south of Central Avenue.
Ms. Mayerhofer indicated the 700, 800 and 900 blocks of Central Avenue
were notified in writing of the meeting to discuss the possible elimination
of parking.
Commissioner Chouinard asked if the parking restriction should extend to
the 700 block as well. Commissioner Albrecht stated that the idea is to
start with the smallest area and expand later if necessary.
Ms. Mayerhofer also indicated there will be extensive communication
between the school and the parents outlining the pick up and drop off
procedures and that the Police Department will help enforce the changes.
Commissioner Albrecht discussed the plan to use the back pack express
and fliers as methods for communication.
Chairman Weaver stated cars could use 8th Street for staging as well. He
indicated it is important for parents to know they can’t park and leave their
vehicle in the staging lane.
Commissioner Wagstaff asked if this was a seasonal problem to which
Chairman Weaver indicated he observed this problem on the 72-degree
day last week.
The Commission discussed the times that the congestion occurs and all
were in agreement that the period is abbreviated.
Deputy Chief King indicated the Police Department’s support in enforcing
the double parking issue until the no parking restriction is in place.
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Motion to recommend that the 800 block of Central Avenue be
designated as “No Parking from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. on school
days.”
Motion by: Commissioner Chouinard
Second:
Commissioner Albrecht
Action:
Approved by unanimous voice vote.
3. 700 Block of Park Avenue Petition for Resident Permit Parking
• Ms. Reilley opened the discussion by indicating the residents of the
700 block of Park Avenue submitted a petition for permit parking.
She indicated they have met the requirements as outlined in the
Village Code. Ms. Mayerhofer referenced the aerial map of the
area which illustrates various parking designations in the area.
She stated that between the residents, business owners and their
patrons, there are competing interests for parking.
• Commissioner Chouinard noted he will recuse himself during the
vote because he owns a property in the block in question.
• Chairman Weaver noted the status of the proposed parking
structure in the area between the Library and the Post office.
Several residents indicated that the Village has been discussing
the construction of a parking structure for years and they are
doubtful it will ever happen.
• Commissioner Chouinard stated the recent approval of the former
North Shore Ford Development is the impetus for the Village to
address parking.
• An anonymous resident questioned why a parking structure was
not built in the Metra lot a couple of years ago.
• Jack Pressman, 1211 Washington, stated he is a business owner
on Washington. He stated there are thriving businesses on the
block, but parking is the primary problem. He urged the
Commission to address the parking needs of the businesses.
• Aaron Alt, 722 Park, indicated he represents the petitioners
requesting resident permits. He stated many of his neighbors have
been ticketed because of the two-hour restriction.
• Chairman Weaver asked how far west one has to go for open
parking, to which Ms. Reilley stated that resident permit parking
extends to 15th Street.
• Several business owners complained about the construction in the
area and the fact that several public spaces are being used by
construction vehicles. Ms. Mayerhofer asked if anyone
approached Mr. Arons about using the open parking lot on the
northwest corner for construction vehicles. Deputy Chief King
indicated he would talk to Mr. Arons.
• Ramaa Krishnan, 1217 Washington and owner of the yoga studio,
indicated she holds two-hour workshops, so the parking restriction
Transportation Commission 3-14-07 draft
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on Park doesn’t work, unless her patrons move their car after two
hours. Linda Stremmel, 57 Crescent, stated she is a customer of
the Washington Street businesses and reiterated the concern
about lack of parking.
Melanie Mallin, 411 Maple, indicated the current situation is not
business friendly. She stated that walking five blocks is not
acceptable and that the businesses are trying to survive, but need
solving the problem parking.
Commissioner Chouinard asked if there was any opposition to the
petition being discussed tonight. There was no opposition stated.
The group discussed the opportunity for businesses to get permits
just like residents. One of the residents mentioned that Kenilworth
and Winnetka provide business parking permits. Ms. Mayerhofer
stated the current Village Code does not allow business-related
permit parking. She stated this would be a significant change to
the code that would have far-reaching impact. It would require time
to review and a change in the Village Code by the Village Board of
Trustees.
Diane Fisher, client of Lotus Bloom Yoga studio, stated a short
term solution is necessary. The problem needs to be addressed
right now.
Vicki Foreman, 1523 Spencer, is also a client of the yoga studio
and understands the parking needs on all fronts. She asked about
the available lot across from the proposed Starbucks.
Debora Morris, 1215 Washington, explained the history of the
parking lot in question and indicated it was purchased by the owner
of the Jaguar Dealership several years ago. She stated many of
her clients can’t walk very far.
Commissioner Chouinard asked about how many spaces were
available on Washington compared to number of spaces that are
needed. Ms. Mayerhofer stated that the business owners could be
surveyed to find out what their parking needs are.
The Commission discussed whether or not the petition for resident
permit parking should be approved. Ms. Mayerhofer clarified that
the current request is for permit parking and keeping the two-hour
time zone for all other cars. Any change from this approval would
need to be re-noticed.
Brian King stated that there are problems enforcing a zone mixed
with residential permits and two hour parking. Ms. Reilley stated
this type of mixed zone exists elsewhere in Wilmette, but is not
common. The Commission also discussed splitting the zone by
only making one half of the street as resident permit parking.
Chairman Weaver talked about opening up parking on Washington,
west of Park. He stated any changes on Green Bay Road would
need to be carefully considered.
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Aron Alt, petitioner, stated his neighbors support the Washington
businesses, but he cannot represent any of their views if there
were a change proposed to the petition.
Commissioner Albrecht stated she supports the petition.
Commissioner Wagstaff indicated that this type of request may
have been denied in the past because of the enforcement concern
and therefore should not be perpetuated.
The Commission discussed the options related to the petition and
Chairman Weaver stated the three options are approve it, deny it
or table it to a future meeting.
Ms. Mayerhofer indicated that a review of all of the parking needs
in the area should be conducted. Business owners and
employees, their patrons and residents all have different parking
needs. Once we determine what those needs are, we can
determine what the parking shortfalls are.
Commissioner Grosh asked the businesses to describe what time
of day their peak parking need occurs.
Chairman Weaver asked for volunteers on the Commission to work
with the businesses on a parking study. Commissioner Grosh
volunteered and will work with the Engineering and Police
Departments. A tentative meeting was set up for Monday, March
19 at 9:00 a.m.

There not being consensus on the petition for the 700 block of Park
Avenue, there was a motion to table.
Motion by:
Second:
Abstain:
Oppose:
Action:

Commissioner Grosh
Commissioner Wagstaff
Commissioner Chouinard
Commission Albrecht
Approved by a three to one vote.

4. Hunter Road Speed Limit Reduction – Results of IDOT Study
• Ms. Mayerhofer presented the results of the study to determine if
the speed limit on Hunter Road from Lake Avenue to Wilmette
Avenue should be reduced from 30 mph to 25 mph. The study is
based on IDOT’s Policy on Establishing and Posting Speed Limits,
May 2002. The study included review of accident rates, pedestrian
conditions, parking, access points and roadway geometry. Based
on current conditions, Hunter Road does not qualify for a speed
limit reduction. Ms. Mayerhofer concluded indicating many
residents were concerned about pedestrian safety and that at the
last Commission meeting, staff was asked to look into funding the
construction of a raised intersection at Hunter and Illinois Roads
through a state grant.
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An anonymous resident stated that mid-block speeding is the
problem. He stated it is a quality of life issue for the residents who
live on the block. 25 mph is a much more appropriate speed limit.
Ms. Blake asked why Wilmette Avenue is 25 mph near the Village
Center. Ms. Mayerhofer stated all of the speed limits in the Village
Center are 25 mph.
Joel Wineberg, 556 Hunter, indicated the problem is that no one
walks to school anymore. There are many cars in a small area.
He said reducing the speed limit is not the problem. There needs
to be more enforcement.
Commissioner Albrecht reminded everyone the speed limit during
school times is 20 miles per hour.
Deputy Chief King indicated that the Police Department cannot
enforce speed limits that are artificially low and not supported by an
engineering study. He indicated that speed enforcement is the
Police Department’s number one request. Deputy Chief King
indicated the Police Department is putting their resources in other
areas with a higher violation rate.
Nancy Hoagland, 2310 Birchwood, indicated that the Hunter Road
residents have been very vocal about this issue, so they are clearly
concerned about it. She referenced a letter from School District 39
supporting the speed limit reduction. Lastly, she indicated the
policy on speed limit reduction are guidelines only and there is
discretion.
K. Kolbe, 2346 Greenwood, stated she does not let her kids walk
because of the unsafe conditions. She has observed many
parents speed taking their kids to either Harper School or
Highcrest.
Commissioner Albrecht stated she understands the resident’s
concerns, but this issue has been reviewed by the Municipal
Services Committee, the Commission and staff. All indications are
that the speed limit should remain 30 mph. Lowering the speed
limit does not mean people would follow it.
Nancy Blake, 2300 Birchwood, said there is an inequity because
Linden is also a collector street, but it has a 25 mph speed limit.
Staff indicated the Linden Avenue speed limit was reduced
because of the high crown.
John Hoagland, 2301 Birchwood, recognized the Commission and
staff for dedicating so much time to this issue. He indicated putting
up new signs is an easy thing to do and that the Commission is just
“digging their heels in.”
Ms. Mayerhofer stated that lowering the speed limit would not solve
any of the issues raised by the residents. It would only increase
the speed limit violation rate and create an unrealistic expectation
of enforcement. Lastly, it would create a false level of security for
the residents and pedestrians.
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Chairman Weaver indicated that physical changes to the roadway
are most effective when managing speed.
• A discussion ensued concerning raised crosswalks and striped
crosswalks. The residents asked for a mid-block crosswalk at
Birchwood. Ms. Mayerhofer stated that crosswalks that are midblock, unprotected are do not lead to a natural destination are not
recommended. The reason the crosswalk exists north of Hunter is
because of the staffed crossing guard.
• Chairman Weaver stated that drivers tend to drive according to the
condition of the street and the speed they are comfortable with.
An anonymous resident stated he did not believe that to be true.
• Nancy Blake stated data for the record that included pedestrian
activity during off-peak times. This includes:
1800 kids enrolled in park district activities (two times per week)
300 kids for WINGS (two times per week)
350 kids for Baseball (two times per week)
226 kids in band (Monday)
141 kids in band (Tuesday)
236 kids in band (Wednesday)
146 kids in band (Thursday)
168 kids in band (Friday)
857 kids in after school enrollment (Highcrest)
100 PTO after school
25 kids in Youth Connection
58 in Wolves basketball
96 in interscholastic sports
550 in basketball
535 young children who use the pool
• Mrs. Hoagland read a letter dated November 21, 2006 from School
District 39 in support of a reduced speed limit.
• An anonymous resident asked why speed humps were installed on
Kenilworth and Thornwood. Chairman Weaver explained the traffic
calming policy and the difference between collector streets and
local residential streets. He stated those two streets were eligible
for traffic calming because they carried more than 1200 vehicles
per day and the 85-percentile speeds were greater than 7 miles
over the posted speed limit.
• Ms. Blake asked how the Commission addressed the 1000 +
school children in the area. Chairman Weaver stated that physical
roadway changes are most effective.
• A discussion ensued concerning the location of schools and their
vicinity to collector and arterial streets.
• Ms. Blake asked about the traffic counts for Illinois Road to which
Ms. Reilley indicated we took counts but have not yet given them to
the Commission.
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Commissioner Chouinard asked where the concept of the raised
intersection came from. Ms. Mayerhofer stated it was briefly
mentioned at a previous Commission meeting and at the last
Municipal Services Committee meeting. She stated that given the
resident’s concerns, it may be premature to pursue the state grant
to construct one, however.
Ms. Blake discussed the way the crossing guard crosses children at
Hunter and Illinois, which is at an angle. She stated the current
method is “illegal, dangerous and it teaches young children the
wrong way to cross.” She said if two crossing guards are needed
then they should be provided.
Commissioner Chouinard stated he recalls an earlier discussion
about this. Deputy Chief King indicated that it was not illegal to
cross this way, if there is a crossing guard present. Commissioner
Chouinard stated his observance of this crossing is that the guard
had complete control of the activity and perceived it to be safe.
Chairman Weaver stated that perhaps the Commission should look
at longer hours for the guards. Ms. Mayerhofer stated this could be
done in conjunction with the May approval of crossing guards.
Ms. Blake reiterated that that the crossing situation is very unsafe
because drivers anticipate that children will cross in a conventional
manner. If a child crosses diagonally at this intersection (outside of
crossing guard hours) then there is an opportunity for an accident.
Mr. Hoagland asked Ms. Mayerhofer what the cost of the raised
intersection would be to which Ms. Mayerhofer indicated $50,000 or
more. He noted several questions about the concept and indicated
he is not in favor of it. Several other residents in the audience
agreed. Ms. Blake noted she is in favor if it.

5. Safe Routes to School Grant Program – Update
• The Commission discussed whether or not to proceed with the
grant process. Ms. Mayerhofer suggested that given the dissent
among several of the residents, perhaps this issue should be set
aside for future discussion. The Commission agreed.
6. Old Business / Pending Matters / Next Meeting
• None
• Next meeting is scheduled for April 11, 2007
Motion to adjourn.
Motion by: Commissioner Albrecht
Second:
Commissioner Wagstaff
Action:
Approved by unanimous voice vote
The meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Brigitte Mayerhofer
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Minutes of the Transportation Commission Meeting held on Wednesday,
May 9, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Training Room at Village Hall,
1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091.

Members Present:

Clayton Weaver, Chairperson
Mark Wagstaff
Paul Chouinard
Cathy Albrecht
Eileen Miller-Girson

Members Absent:

Rachel Nocera
Jim Grosh

Staff Present:

Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering
Linda Reilley, Engineering Assistant
George Carpenter, Police Chief

Also Present:

Silviu Gansca, 1211 Washington
Jim & Martha Lettner, 1320 Central
Jeff Martin, 732 Park
Jason Schellenberg, 736 Park
Susan Wobbekind, 736 Park
Glenn Warning, 712 Park
Barb Bischoff Kleeman, 1223 Washington
Shelagh Donoghue, 220 Wood Court
Ann Jonaitis, 814 Park
Steve & Karen Thompson, 242 Wood Court
Robert McWilliams, 228 Wood Court
Richard Roche, 258 Wood Court
Carolyn Holtermann, 248 Wood Court
Diane Fite, 212 Wood Court
Tom & Nancy Cooper, 1304 Central
Debora Morris, 1215 Washington
Aaron Alt, 722 Park
Ramaa Krishnan, 1217 Washington
Joe Slezak, 1215 Washington

Chairman Weaver called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.
1. Review of Minutes
Motion to approve the March 14, 2007 minutes.
Motion by: Commissioner Wagstaff
Second:
Commissioner Chouinard
Discussion: Correction noted in the approved minutes.
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Action:

Approved by unanimous voice vote

2. Review of Bike Task Force Minutes
• Ms. Reilley highlighted the activities of the Bicycle Task Force,
including the progress on the proposed Skokie Valley Trail project.
Commissioner Chouinard asked where the north and south
connections to the path were to which Ms. Reilley indicated LakeCook Road and Dempster Street in Skokie.
3. Washington Avenue / Park Avenue Parking
• Chairman Weaver provided opening remarks and Ms. Mayerhofer
reviewed the materials in the agenda packets. Chairman Weaver
stated it is the Commission’s consensus that parking changes be
made on an incremental basis, given the changing dynamics in the
neighborhood. Chair Weaver opened the floor for audience
comments.
• Silviu Gansca, 1211 Washington, stated he did not see a need for
30 minute parking. Ms. Mayerhofer indicated that the surveys
showed that several businesses have customers who need short
term parking. Commissioner Chouinard concurred stating the
spaces closest to the businesses should be preserved for business
patrons.
• Susan Wobbekind, 736 Park Avenue, stated she lives at the
southeast corner of Park and Washington and believes
Washington is a cut-through street. She said the parking and
traffic problems will get worse when the Starbucks opens.
• Barb Bischoff Kleeman, 1223 Washington, indicated she doesn’t
believe six spaces can fit on the north side of Washington between
Park and the alley. She spoke of the existing view obstruction
coming out of the south alley and cautioned the Commission not to
create another obstruction on the north side. Staff indicated the
parking spaces will begin at least eight feet west of the alley.
• Glenn Waring, 712 Park, suggested that the intersection of Park
and Washington is confusing because Park Avenue does not stop.
He is concerned that Washington will be too narrow. The
Commission discussed the benefits of on-street parking and Chair
Weaver indicated on-street parking is one of the most effective
traffic calming techniques available.
• Jeff Martin, 732 Park, asked how many spaces were on the east
side of Green Bay Road in the taxi stand, because he would like to
see business parking there. Chief Carpenter stated he was not
sure but thought these spaces were heavily used by taxis. In
addition, the Chief would not encourage pedestrians to cross
Green Bay Road in this unprotected area.
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The Commission discussed the options available to the 700 block
of Park Avenue relative to resident permit parking. Commissioner
Chouinard indicated this was still an open issue.
A business owner indicated that if all of Washington has short term
parking there will be no place for the employees to park.
Commissioner Albrecht suggested that if the 700 block of Park
presented a petition for no parking 7 to 9 (except by permit),
commuter parking would be discouraged and long term parking
would be available for the Washington businesses. However, this
pushes all of the business parking to the 700 block, because the
800 block of Park Avenue is currently signed no parking 8 to 6
(except by permit.) She asked if the 800 block restriction could be
changed. Staff indicated that the Village Code does not have a
mechanism to reverse permit parking, unless a petition is received
by the block in question.
A discussion ensued concerning the ability to add parallel parking
on the north side of Washington and there was consensus that
despite the narrow roadway, it would work and drivers would have
to slow down like when they drive on Park Avenue. A resident also
asked about an all-way stop at Park and Washington and Chief
Carpenter indicated this was reviewed a few years back and
warrants were not met. He will, however, ask his staff to review the
accident reports for the past five years for this intersection.
Commissioner Chouinard asked if traffic counts were recently
taken to which Ms. Reilley indicated they were and confirmed that
warrants were not met for an all-way stop.
Chair Weaver stated that we are not looking to add more traffic to
the neighborhood; we are just trying to change the parking to
match the needs of the neighborhood. He said it is positive to
provide customer parking close to the businesses because it
reduces the likelihood that patrons will be driving around the
neighborhood looking for a place to park.
Susan Wobbekind stated that the Starbucks will change everything
and asked if this issue will be reviewed again. The Commission
concurred that additional follow up is necessary. Chair Weaver
indicated there are at least 7 or 8 spaces in the proposed
Starbucks parking lot.
The Commission discussed site lines for vehicles exiting the alley
and Ms. Mayerhofer indicated the Village Code requires a certain
setback for parking spaces (believed to be 8-feet) adjacent to a
public driveway. This will be considered when signing parking on
the north side of Washington.
A resident asked if the businesses can use the metered spaces
serving the Metra lot to which staff indicated they could.
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Commissioner Chouinard asked if the Police Department would be
able to enforce the proposed hourly parking restrictions on
Washington, to which Chief Carpenter indicated they could.
Ms. Nancy Cooper, 1304 Central, stated she is very concerned
with an increase in volume on Park when the new Starbucks
opens.

Motion: To accept the following recommendations and do a follow up
parking review 60 days after the signs have been installed:
1200 block of Washington Avenue
Green Bay Road to the Alley
•
•
•

Convert 15 of the 28 parking spaces on Washington Avenue to 2
hour parking 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Saturday (currently 4-hour
parking)
Convert 5 of the 28 parking spaces on Washington Avenue to 30
minute parking (currently 4-hour parking)
Convert 8 of the 28 parking spaces on Washington Avenue to 3hour parking, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Saturday (currently 4-hour
parking)

Alley to Park Avenue
•
•

Change the north side of Washington to 3 hour parking 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. Monday-Saturday for a net gain of 6 spaces (currently no
parking)
Keep the south side as no parking anytime

1200 block Central Avenue
Green Bay Road to the Alley
•

Convert 9 parking spaces to 2 hour parking 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday-Saturday (currently 30 minute parking)

Motion by:
Second:
Oppose:
Action:
•

Commissioner Chouinard
Commissioner Albrecht
None
Approved by unanimous voice vote.

After the motion was made several business owners thanked the
Commission and staff for their efforts in reviewing this issue.

4. Walker Brothers / Wood Court Alley
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Chair Weaver introduced this issue and Ms. Mayerhofer provided a
brief history of the proposed planned unit development on Green Bay
Road and the traffic study that was completed as part of the review.
She stated the traffic counts taken in June of 2006 showed a volume of
500 cars using the Wood Court alley and 85-percentile speeds close to
25 mph. The residents were concerned with these statistics, which is
why they submitted a petition asking for the Commission’s review. The
new traffic data shows that the volume has decreased by
approximately 20-percent and the speeds have also gone down.
The Commission discussed the traffic counts that were recently taken.
Ms. Mayerhofer indicated that the current traffic calming policy does
not include alleys, so the “tool box” of options is limited. One
recommendation is to add a no through traffic sign on the north side of
the alley at Green Bay Road.
Shelagh Donoghue, 220 Wood Court, asked if it was necessary to add
the site plan to the record to which Ms. Mayerhofer stated that this
review is independent of the development. She stated the counts that
were taken represent an existing condition and the incremental volume
added by the proposed development is negligible. Ms. Donoghue
continued to review the concerns outlined in the petition and the traffic
patterns observed by the residents. Although southbound traffic was
believed to be the primary route for cut-through traffic, staff indicated
the counts show actually more northbound traffic. Several residents
concurred.
Commissioner Chouinard asked if it was possible to cul de sac or
eliminate access to an alley. Ms. Mayerhofer indicated this was within
the Commission’s purview. Commissioner Albrecht and Wagstaff
stated this would just redirect traffic to other areas.
The Commission discussed the alignment of the alley connection to
Green Bay Road and Ms. Mayerhofer indicated the developer will be
revising the connection to make it more of a right angle.
Robert McWilliams, 228 Wood Court, said he supports the use of the
alley by the existing and proposed businesses because the purpose of
the alley is for access. He does, however, have a concern with the
amount and speed of the traffic cutting through the alley. He stated the
same problem is occurring in other alleys like the Walgreen’s alley
because drivers are trying to avoid major streets like Green Bay Road.
Diane Fite, 212 Wood Court, stated she would not support closing the
alley because Wood Court is already difficult to get to.
Commissioner Albrecht suggested adding a “no through traffic” sign on
the north side of the alley. Staff indicated this would be done.
Carolyn Holtermann, 248 Wood Court, stated that the Walgreen’s alley
is signed as no through traffic. Chief Carpenter expressed the
challenges with enforcing this type of signage, but believes a good
number of drivers obey it.
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Ms. Mayerhofer suggested that there are a number of traffic generators
in the alley including the apartment complexes, restaurant, and other
businesses. She indicated that if a study were completed, it would
show there is only a small percentage of cut-through traffic.
Commissioner Chouinard suggested that the traffic with higher speeds
are likely the cars cutting through.
Chair Weaver stated the volumes are consistent throughout the day,
with small peaks during the morning and afternoon.
The residents asked for speed humps in the alley. Ms. Mayerhofer
explained the criteria outlined in the traffic calming policy stating that
residential streets with 1200 cars per day have a tremendous cutthrough problem. She indicated that the decision to keep speed
humps on streets is a budget consideration. The list of street eligible
for traffic calming is already several pages long.
Ms. Mayerhofer also suggested there are some logistical problems
with speed humps in alleys such as placement between the large
number of garages and drainage. Commissioner Wagstaff suggested
speed bumps, which are often used in parking lots. Ms. Mayerhofer
indicated her concern is that they are very noisy when driven over.
Richard Roche, 258 Wood Court, stated many of the drivers are repeat
offenders. His concern is that it is difficult backing into the alley
because of the speeding traffic.
The residents discussed the challenge of trying to exit their garages
and their general safety concern. There was consensus that people
drive very aggressively.
Commissioner Albrecht stated that the speeds are not very high during
the peak travel times.
One resident stated that he already hears the train so speed bump
noise is not a concern to him.
Chair Weaver asked if the speed humps the Village installed were
effective in reducing volumes to which Ms. Mayerhofer and Ms. Reilley
indicated they were.
Commissioner Chouinard asked if this has been addressed before to
which Ms. Mayerhofer indicated that the Village has not formally
looked at traffic calming in alleys.
Commissioner Albrecht asked is any other town has a policy to which
Ms. Mayerhofer stated she did not know but will talk to Evanston.
Commissioner Wagstaff asked if the same methodology that was used
for developing the traffic calming policy would be used for alleys. Ms.
Mayerhofer stated that it would be difficult to come up with a set
volume criteria because each alley functions differently. The
Commission concurred that a uniform speed could be used.
Commissioner Chouinard stated that a lower ratio should be used
because the posted speed is only 15 mph, instead of 25 mph.
A discussion ensued concerning roadway classification and the need
for an alley classification system.
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A resident asked if we hear from residents with other alley complaints.
Chief Carpenter stated other than the alley behind Walgreens, the
Department does not hear many complaints. Ms. Mayerhofer
concurred, stating residential alley complaints are infrequent.
Chair Weaver concluded the discussion by stating the dialogue will
continue on this issue.

5. School Crossing Guard Location
•
•

•
•

•
•

Officer Andrews reviewed the memo provided to the Commission
regarding his recommendations on the crossing guard locations.
He stated the recent Romona School and Central School changes
were effective in improving pedestrian safety and traffic circulation.
Commissioner Albrecht noted that when even one car is parked on the
800 block of Central the congestion and double parking causes a
problem. She stated a school sponsored parapro is essential to
address this condition and keep traffic moving.
Officer Andrews indicated it was a difficult year relative to crossing
guards because there were many substitutions.
Chief Carpenter asked the Commission to review the low number of
children crossing at the intersection of Skokie Blvd and Wilmette
Avenue. He reminded the Commission that this was pointed out last
year and the guard remained because free bussing was recently
eliminated for students west of Skokie Boulevard. Given that the
numbers have not increased, the Police Department recommends
eliminating the guard.
Chief noted the other locations where guards were removed because
of low usage.
Commissioner Albrecht asked staff to confirm there are pedestrian
signals at this intersection to which staff indicated there were. Officer
Andrews noted the majority of the students who cross in this location
are older students and not elementary.

Motion to accept the Police Department’s recommendation to maintain
the current guard locations, with the exception of the intersection of
Wilmette Avenue with Skokie Boulevard contingent upon the Police
Department sending a letter to all school families west of Skokie
Boulevard with a notice of a future Commission meeting to discuss the
elimination of this crossing guard.
Motion by:
Second:
Oppose:
Action:

Commissioner Miller Girson
Commissioner Albrecht
None
Approved by unanimous voice vote.
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Commissioner Albrecht discussed a concern about the Sheridan Road
construction and the detour which will add more traffic on Wilmette
Avenue and Lake Avenue. Ms. Mayerhofer stated she met with the
Police Department who is aware of this and will monitor the traffic.
Officer Andrews discussed some suggestions for improved traffic flow
at Highcrest School. He noted observation of 70 cars which drove
through the DO NOT ENTER signs posted at the entrance to the
school, which he recommends for removal. He stated that busses
drop the kids off in the west part of the parking lot which leaves the
circular drive open for vehicular traffic.
The Commission discussed the general circulation and suggested
Officer Andrews discuss his recommendation with the School District.
Commissioner Albrecht referenced the staffing changes at Highcrest
School as well as other schools in Wilmette.
Commissioner Albrecht indicated that she and other parents use the
fire lane close to the front door during mid-day hours for pick up and
drop off. Officer Andrews stated he will discuss this issue with the Fire
Department.
Officer Andrews noted the pedestrian signal on Lake Avenue between
15th and Park Avenue has been working well. On a few occasions,
cars “jump” the red light after students have safely crossed the street.
Officer Andrews also mentioned that previously there has been
discussion about the safety of crossing the students at Illinois and
Hunter Roads in a diagonal pattern, instead of perpendicular. He
indicated this is the quickest and safest way to cross a large number of
students. Commissioner Albrecht indicated her support for this method
of crossing.
Chair Weaver asked if there is a recommendation to extend any of the
guard times to include early morning programs. Officer Andrews and
Chief Carpenter indicated if they extend hours at Highcrest, they would
have to consider this with other schools. Officer Andrews noted that
one of the concerns is that it is physically difficult for the guards to be
out for an extended period of time.

6. Old Business / Pending Matters / Next Meeting
• None
• Next meeting is scheduled for June 13, 2007
Motion to adjourn.
Motion by: Commissioner Wagstaff
Second:
Commissioner Miller Girson
Action:
Approved by unanimous voice vote
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Brigitte Mayerhofer
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VILLAGE OF WILMETTE
1200 Wilmette Avenue
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040

MEETING MINUTES
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2008
7:00 P.M.
SECOND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL

Members Present:

Commissioner Jim Grosh
Commissioner Mark Wagstaff
Commissioner Eileen Miller-Girson
Commissioner Keith MacKenzie
Chairman Clay Weaver
Commissioner Cathy Albrecht

Members Absent:

Commissioner Paul Chouinard

Staff Present:

Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering Services
George Carpenter, Police Chief
Linda Reilley, Engineering Assistant

Guests Present:

Cindy Dooley, 2515 Greenwood Avenue
Debora Morris, 1215 Washington Avenue
Ramaa Krishnan, 1217 Washington Avenue
Peter Knobel, 1218 Washington Avenue

CALL TO ORDER.
Chairman Weaver called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
I.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES; TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION MEETING OF
OCTOBER 22, 2008
Chairman Weaver directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the
Transportation Commission meeting of October 22, 2008.
Commissioner Grosh moved that the Commission approve the minutes as drafted. The motion
was seconded by Commissioner Miller-Girson. No further discussion occurred on the motion.
1

Action: The motion was approved with unanimous voice vote.
II.

The motion carried.

REVIEW OF A PETITION FOR “NO PARKING, 3:00 PM TO 3:30 PM , SCHOOL
DAYS,” ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE 2500 BLOCK OF GREENWOOD AVENUE
Chairman Weaver welcomed back Ms. Cindy Dooley, 2515 Greenwood Avenue, regarding her
request for parking restrictions on Greenwood to address pedestrian safety. She noted that after
the last meeting, she talked to her neighbors and resubmitted a petition for no parking from
3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., on school days, on the north side of the street because of the existing
fire hydrant. Since submitting the petition, however, one of her neighbors suggested the
parking should be allowed on the north side of the street because cars would be oriented to the
west for an easy exit.
Commissioner MacKenzie asked if the revised petition was necessary. Ms. Mayerhofer
indicated it technically was not necessary, because staff could administer the parking change
without a petition. She noted, however, that petitions are always welcome. Commissioner
Albrecht asked if a motion was necessary. Ms. Mayerhofer suggested a motion would confirm
the Commission’s support for the change.
Commissioner Albrecht asked if the school had an opinion on parents using Greenwood for
student pick up and drop off. Ms. Dooley indicated the school has requested that parents not
use Greenwood, but they have not followed through with the request. Chairman Weaver
reiterated that the parking issue is not related to capacity, but rather safety. Commissioner
Wagstaff asked if the street is narrow enough to warrant no parking on one side permanently.
Staff did not have the exact width but indicated that it did not seem to pose a safety concern.
Commissioner Wagstaff stated he is not convinced that the 30 minute no parking restriction
will address the safety problem. He continued to say that he would be supportive of having an
all day no parking restriction. On the issue of sidewalk, Commission Wagstaff respectfully
disagreed with those who say it’s a safety issue but then do not want a sidewalk. The children
are walking in the street, which is the reason the petitioner is asking for parking changes. He
concluded by stating a sidewalk will solve the problem in his opinion. Ms. Dooley noted that
her neighbors do not support an all day restriction.
Commissioner Albrecht stated that typically the problem is worse during the afternoon pick up.
Commissioner MacKenzie asked if the sign would also restrict “stopping and standing” in
addition to parking. Staff indicated it would. Chairman Weaver suggested the school should
help get the word out to the parents.
Commissioner MacKenzie asked how cars turn around to which Ms. Dooley indicated some
parents use driveways, others drive to the end of the street and do a three-point turn. Chairman
Weaver noted this restriction may make Greenwood less desirable for parents and as a result
encourage them to use the designated pick-up and drop-off zones.
2

Commissioner Miller-Girson made a motion to sign the south side of Greenwood Avenue as
“No Parking, Stopping or Standing, 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., School Days.” The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Albrecht. Voting yes: Commissioners Weaver, Miller-Girson,
Albrecht, Grosh, MacKenzie. Voting no: Commissioner Wagstaff.
The motion carried.
III.

REVIEW OF PARKING ON THE 1200 BLOCK OF WASHINGTON AVENUE
Chairman Weaver asked Ms. Reilley to provide background on the parking changes and the results
of the parking inventory. Ms. Reilley summarized the changes and noted that most of the long
term parking on Washington Avenue was consistently used. She noted the 30 minute spaces were
slightly less used. The parking on Central Avenue was consistently not used. Ms. Reilley
indicated that in general, the parking changes that were recommended last May were effective.
Debora Morris, 1215 Washington, Personal Fitness Training, stated the new 3-hour spaces on the
north side of Washington work great. She asked that the 30 minute spaces be converted to longterm parking. She asked how many tickets have been given out for the 30 minute spaces to which
Chief Carpenter said he did not have that information available at the meeting.
The Commission discussed the need for the 30 minute spaces and recalled that patrons of the
frame shop and Starbucks were the primary users. Ramaa Krishnan, 1217 Washington, Full
Bloomed Lotus Studio, agreed that more 3–hour spaces were needed to serve her clients.
Peter Knobel, 1218 Washington, surmised that the Police Department must have a difficult time
enforcing parking with so many different restrictions. He suggested uniform parking restrictions.
He also requested that the snow plows come early in the morning to remove snow piles so they
don’t take up valuable parking spaces. Staff indicated they were not well informed on snow
removal operations but would discuss this request with the Public Works Department.
Chairman Weaver noted there is merit to keeping the closest spaces for short term parking.
Commissioner Albrecht noted that someone looking for short-term parking, will take the first spot
available to them, regardless of the restriction. Commissioner MacKenzie stated the long-term
parking is nearly 100-percent capacity. Chairman Weaver commented that the north end of Park
Avenue is also at capacity. Commissioner MacKenzie indicated he would like to hear from the
other businesses.
Commissioner Miller-Girson asked if a change from 30 minute to 1-hour parking would make a
difference to which the business owners stated that 2-hour parking is the minimum they need. Mr.
Knobel asked about enforcement because he never sees marked tires. Chief Carpenter explained
the new method of parking enforcement that does not require physically marking cars.
Commissioner Wagstaff noted that long term spaces are nearby on Central and suggested the
businesses utilize them. The business owners were concerned that the distance would be too far
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for some of their patrons. Commissioner Wagstaff made a motion to change the 2-hour parking
on the 1200 block of Central Avenue to 3-hour parking. Commissioner Miller-Girson seconded
the motion. All Commissioners voted in favor of the motion. The motion carried.
Commissioner Albrecht made a motion to change three of the five 30-minute spaces on the 1200
block of Washington Avenue to 2-hour parking and that a follow-up review occur in April, 2009.
Commissioner Grosh seconded the motion. Voting yes: Commissioners Miller-Girson,
Wagstaff, Albrecht and Grosh. Voting no: Commissioners, Weaver and MacKenzie.
The motion carried.
IV.

OLD BUSINESS / PENDING MATTERS/ NEXT MEETING.
Ms. Mayerhofer updated the Commission on the status of the Green Bay Road traffic signal
project and the Sheridan Road reconstruction project.
Ms. Mayerhofer provided history of the Greenleaf Avenue roadway striping that was conducted
in October. She noted that several residents were very pleased with the result, but others did
not like the aesthetics of the striping and believe the striping will cause speeds to increase.
Follow up traffic counts will be taken again in spring to determine if the striping has been
effective in calming traffic.
Ms. Mayerhofer concluded with mention of her letter to Dr. Crowe as follow up to the October
meeting and the petition submitted by first grade students at the Baker Demonstration School.
Chief Carpenter provided the Commission information regarding the Police Department’s
Accreditation process. Chairman Weaver and the Commission concurred that the Police
Department has been a wonderful partner to the Commission by offering support and technical
expertise. He will draft a letter of support for the Police Department and submit it to the on-site
representatives.

V.

ADJOURNMENT.
At 8:30 p.m., Commissioner Wagstaff moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Grosh. The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote. The
motion carried. No further discussion occurred on the motion.
The meeting was thereafter adjourned.

Minutes Respectfully Prepared by Brigitte Mayerhofer, P.E., Director of Engineering Services
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1200 Wilmette Avenue
Wilmette, Illinois 60091-0040
Current Resident
<<address>>
Wilmette, IL 60091
September 19, 2019
Re:

Notice of Transportation Commission Meeting

Dear Resident:
The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend a Transportation Commission
meeting on Tuesday, October 1, 2019 at 7:00 PM in the Second Floor Training Room
at Village Hall. The agenda includes discussion and action on the following petitions:
700 block of Park Avenue (Central Avenue to Washington Avenue)
 Changing the existing parking restriction from “2 Hour Parking 8am-5pm Mon
thru Fri” to “2 Hour Parking 8am-5pm Mon thru Fri. Except by Permit”
1300 block of Central Avenue (Park Avenue to Prairie Avenue)
 Changing the two existing parking restrictions from “2 Hour Parking 8am-5pm
Mon thru Fri” and “No Parking 8am to 10am Mon thru Fri, Except Holidays” to “2
Hour Parking 8am-5pm Mon thru Fri. Except by Permit” and “No Parking 8am to
10am Mon thru Fri, Except by Permit”. The Village will also consider
consolidation of the two different parking restrictions to a single “2 Hour Parking
8am-5pm” parking restriction for the entire block with the exception of the 15
minute school zone.
If the proposed change is approved, residents with properties fronting the 700 block of
Park Avenue and 1300 block of Central Avenue will not be subject to the posted parking
restrictions.
If you have any questions or should require any additional information, please contact
me at manisd@wilmette.com or (847) 853-7602.
Sincerely,

Daniel Manis, P.E.
Village Engineer
C:

Transportation Commission

Engineering and Public Works
Department

(847) 853-7500
Fax (847) 853-7701

MEETING DATE:

October 1, 2019

TO:

Transportation Commission

FROM:

Brigitte Berger-Raish P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works
Dan Manis, P.E., Village Engineer

New Business – Concern from Wilmette Resident Related to City of
Evanston Zoning Amendment to Permit Limited Commercial Special
Events at Northwestern University’s Welsh-Ryan Arena
_______________________________________________________________________
SUBJECT:

This agenda item is presented to the Transportation Commission as New Business for
informational purposes only. There are no actions required at this time.
The enclosed email was requested to be shared with the Transportation Commission by
the sender. Also enclosed is a recent news article to provide background on the topic.
Attachments
1. Email from Sarina McBride (105 4th Street) dated August 9, 2019
2. Evanston Now news article dated September 12, 2019

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

sarinamcbride LAST_NAME
Manis, Dan
David Carlsen; dkmcbride19@gmail.com
Wilmette parking/traffic impact due to NU facilities use
Friday, August 9, 2019 12:42:41 PM

Dan,
Thank you for returning my call yesterday. We have lived at 105 4th St in Wilmette for
22 years and have had generally good experiences with the NU athletic and
graduation events in the Ryan Field, Rocky Miller Park, Welsh Ryan arena. One area
of consistent concern is event parking for non football events. Our block of 4th St, the
100 block, is fully taken up by NU event attendees for non football events at all three
venues, leaving residents and their guests without a place to park on our street. With
NU's consideration for having additional "professional" events in addition to the
current athletic and graduation events, we expect this situation to worsen.

I feel it is imperative for Wilmette's Transportation Commission to address this situation for
all the blocks north of Isabella and east of Green Bay Rd. If Evanston wishes to allow NU to
hold additional professional events in the athletic venues, I would like it to not impact
Wilmette residents. Wilmette residents should be shielded from the traffic and parking
congestion associated with these events. That can only be accomplished with Village
intervention and I request that you bring this to the Transportation Commission's attention.

If requested, I would be willing to speak with Transportation Commissioners and/or share
information with other residents that may also be impacted. My experience with the
Commission is that there have been thoughtful, pragmatic solutions to traffic, congestion and
parking issues. If Evanston allows NU to hold additional professional events, I hope the
Transportation Commission will act quickly to address Wilmette residents concerns.

Thank you for your work on our behalf,

Sarina McBride
105 4th St., Wilmette
847-612-9804

NU arena events plan
advances

Mike Polisky.

Bill Smith
September 12, 2019

During a marathon meeting lasting nearly seven hours, Evanston's
Plan Commission voted 4-2 to recommend City Council approval
of Northwestern University plans to hold up to seven commercial
special events per year at the school's Welsh-Ryan Arena.
The vote came after hours of questions and complaints from
neighborhood residents who said they feared parking congestion
and other problems if the two-year pilot program for the events was
approved.

Mike Polisky, the university's deputy director of athletics for
external affairs, said the school wanted a chance "to prove
ourselves" to be good neighbors while hosting the events.

The commission voted to add several conditions to the text
amendment that would permit commercial events at the arena.
They would:
Require written notice to residents within 500 feet of
the site within five days of an events approval.
 Require the school to provide parking for at least 2,000
passenger vehicles with 1,300 of them within the U2 district
that includes the arena.
 Prohibit loitering or tailgaiting before, during and after
events.
 Have the zoning change expire on Dec. 31, 2021.
 Limit attendance at indoor events to 7,000 people and at
outdoor events to 3,000 people.
 Require all events to be approved by the City of Evanston.
On a different issue, the commission voted 6-0 to recommend City
Council approval of Northlight Theatre's proposed planned
development to construct a new theater building at 1012-1016
Church St.


The Plan Commission meeting, which began at 7 p.m. Wednesday
evening, didn't conclude until nearly 2 a.m. Thursday morning.

