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Resident - Glendenning
and Ashland, Wilmette

Thank you for your comment on the plan. All
comments are being shared with the project team
for review and will also be shared with the
Transportation Committee.

I reside at Glendenning and Ashland in Wilmette (no real challenges there - easy access to the Green Bay trail).
I applaud the efforts to improve the community biking experience in Wilmette. My wife and I strive to bike to most Wilmette destinations
(Millens/Plaza Del Lago/Central and Wilmette dining/Gillson). I especially look forward to established east-west boulevard routes to connect to
the North Branch trail.
I welcome additional bike parking near our crossroads (Central and Wilmette) which is bursting with activity. I appreciate that we do not want to
take away outdoor seating, but would welcome a nearby dedicated bike park area, especially with some security. We could then aim for that as
destination parking (we use a lot of lampposts and small trees on the medians now to visit restaurants in the Summer).
I remain deeply concerned about secure parking at the Linden El station. The one Village destination in town that I do not bike to, because it is
undependable for retrieving my bike intact. I understand that the Village does not control the location, but any nearby secure bike parking would
help.
Terry
Canade

Thanks
for the efforts, Commission:
we look forward to a better biking future in Wilmette
To the Transportation
I hope to attend today's Transportation Commission meeting, however I would like to share these thoughts in advance.
I applaud the village for finding the resources to engage consultants and develop this Master Bike in Active Transportation Plan. Having safe
bike and pedestrian routes is essential to our village in so many ways – in terms of healthy activity for us and our children, safe routes to school,
economic development and support of our commercial areas, and simply being able to enjoy the sights in our beautiful village. Every survey that
has been of which I am aware of, in the 10 years that I've lived here, indicates overwhelmingly resident support for creating and improving
infrastructure for biking and walking.
Specifically with regard to the current draft of the Plan, I have the following comments:
1. The absence of a safe, direct East-West route across our village has long been understood as a major shortcoming in our infrastructure. (This
is recognized as an issue in towns up and down the North Shore.) Right now, Wilmette Avenue is one of the more heavily trafficked bicycle and
pedestrian routes in Wilmette and is a designated village bicycle route, as reflected both on the current Wilmette bicycle map and on the bicycle
map (and in the bicycle plan) adopted by the Northwest Municipal Conference. (NWMC Plan map: https://www.nwmccog.org/Transportation/Documents/Committee-Agendas/2010NWMCBikePlanMap.aspx).
The Plan, to its credit, calls for a combination of a road diet, bike lanes, and bike boulevard treatment on Wilmette Avenue from Ridge all the
way to the West end of the village, at Laramie. However, East of Ridge, the Plan specifies mere signage. It is a shame that focused opposition in
the past by some residents of Wilmette Avenue East of Ridge appears to have precluded a meaningful assessment of the benefits of according
uniform treatment to the entirety of Wilmette Avenue from end to end, improvements that would benefit ALL residents of the village – or even
just taking incremental steps that would have no impact on the current roadway configuration.

Kenneth
Obel

Without impacting parking, steps such as shared lane markings ("sharrows") or "advisory bike lanes" (see several examples on page 39 of the
draft Plan) would alert motorists to the presence of bikers and to convey the message that cyclists are to be expected – each of these without
requiring any physical change to the current layout. From a practical standpoint, people on bikes will continue to use Wilmette Avenue as the
most practical East-West route, so any steps that can be taken to make the route safer should certainly be entertained. I suggest that the
Commission seek further consideration of additional improvements on Wilmette Avenue East of Ridge, which could be indicated for "future

2. The second comment addresses a major gap in the Plan: the absence of any consideration of bicycle and pedestrian improvements for the
village center. Our downtown continues to suffer from a lack of foot/bike traffic and the concomitant decline in local commerce and overall vitality
(the loss of Lad and Lassie being only the most recent example). While this decline is caused by numerous factors, there is simply no way that
we can expect a vibrant downtown as long as we have narrow, congested sidewalks and give the majority of the public way over to motor vehicle
storage, with little consideration for bicycle and pedestrian access and safety (and bike storage). We as a village must maximize access to and
use of our downtown, which includes making the downtown more welcoming and accessible by foot and by bike and making it more attractive as
a place to linger and shop. Real estate studies demonstrate that areas that are pedestrian and bike-welcoming, and plan on the scale of the
human being rather than the car, are far more successful.
It is wonderful that the village has obtained funding for streetscape improvements in the downtown, but these improvements will just be cosmetic
unless we allow the planning professionals who are doing this Plan to consider ideas and alternatives for the physical configuration of the
downtown that can work in combination with the streetscape improvements to create a more accessible, engaging downtown. I suggest that the
Commission seek recommendations from the consultants regarding potential improvements in the village center.
Thank you for your efforts to improve Wilmette.
Very truly yours,
Ken Obel

Resident of Linden
Square neighborhood;
frequent bike commuter
and shopper.

Thank you for your comment on the plan. All
comments are being shared with the project team
for review and will also be shared with the
Transportation Committee.

Thank you to the Village of Wilmette and our consultants from ATA and Civiltech for creating this Master Plan.
In 2019, the Northwest Municipal Conference partnered with its member communities (including Wilmette) to create its first Multimodal
Transportation Plan which is scheduled to be published in early 2020. In its Summary of Bicycle Analysis, June 24 2019, the planning committee
spoke of the "growing need to provide a safe and cohesive network of facilities for people walking and biking throughout the region." One priority
corridor in this publication is the "Barrington-Wilmette Harbor Corridor." Specific to Wilmette, this route travels from our western border on
Glenview Ave, east to Wilmette Ave, to our downtown, where the route jogs south to Greenleaf, and continues to 3rd then north to Sheridan.
Wilmette Avenue is recognized as an "existing corridor" by NWMC in its entirety from Hunter to Poplar Drive. I would like to request that the
Transportation Commission and Village Board acknowledge this route on our Master Plan with a goal to make Wilmette Avenue a top notch
road for walking and biking that is safe and comfortable for people of all ages and abilities when people from across the region want to travel on
this corridor to our downtown and harbor.
The plan needs to have a robust vision for inviting walkers and bicyclers of all ages and abilities to our village center. Great streets are great for
business. Great streets start with putting people first - not parking and cars as is an underlying sentiment in our downtown. We can do better! It
would be a missed opportunity not to do so. Please consider NACTO's Street Design Guidelines that recommend specific sidewalk zones and a
minimum sidewalk pedestrian through zone of 5 feet. This is often encroached upon in our downtown with outdoor furniture for dining. Walkers
are not made to feel comfortable when they need to walk single file past some of our establishments. Parents with strollers are often in a real
pickle!
I would encourage the Transportation Commission and Village Board to reevaluate our current sidewalk policy. This is suggested on Goal 4:
Convenience, page 111. Currently 67% of stakeholders whose property is adjacent to a proposed sidewalk must vote in favor or it for sidewalk
construction to proceed. Please consider reviewing Winnetka's sidewalk policy which takes into consideration, not only its stakeholders, but
community needs and safety and gives the final decision for sidewalk construction to the Village Council. Such a policy as Winnetka's might
better align with our Village's goal for creating Complete Streets in our community.
Anne Nagle

Jefferson
Rogers

More substantial improvements should be considered for Wilmette Ave. between Green Bay and Hunter Roads. The biggest objection seems to
be from street residents who want no change in parking. Over a period of several months, I counted the number of cars parked on this stretch Resident living on 1000
whenever I drove or biked it, and only rarely were there in excess of 10-12 cars parked along the entire stretch. Oftentimes there were fewer thanblock of Linden
6 cars parked along the entire stretch. I submit that the property owners' wishes are being given undue weight and are an obstruction to further
safety improvements on this road.

Thank you for your comment on the plan. All
comments are being shared with the project team
for review and will also be shared with the
Transportation Committee.

Thank you for your comment on the plan. All
comments are being shared with the project team
for review and will also be shared with the
Transportation Committee.

Rachel
Goodman

Thank you so much for this comprehensive plan! I am really looking forward to making our community more walkable and bikeable. As a
physician I want to see more people biking and walking around our Village. I want to see more children biking and walking to school, to parks,
and to the library. The health benefits are enormous. Not only do we need to change the infrastructure, but we need to educate and encourage
people to get out of their cars more. When in their cars, people need to be more aware of others, slow down, and share the road. The plan
addresses this nicely. ...I just bought an e-bike, and am hoping to not use my car for short and medium trips for much of the year. I live in West
Wilmette, and my biggest challenge is traversing East-West through the village to get the Village center and to the lake where I keep my kayak
in the summer. On the most recent ATA map and Google maps (input in for biking) the most direct way is across Glenview Road and to continue
onto Wilmette Avenue, past Ridge. Trying to jag my way through the neighborhoods is time consuming, requires prior knowledge of the route,
and may difficult to maneuver. Wilmette Ave is the most direct way to the library, to the Village Center, and to Gillson beach. With the Skokie
Valley Trail connecting soon, many people from East Wilmette will be experiencing this as they head west. Many bikers will likely continue riding
along Wilmette Ave east of Ridge, and I hope that there will be improved signage and sharrows along this road to make cars more aware of
West Wilmette, between
bikes. My hope is that that can be incorporated into the plan. Thanks for the hard work and collaboration within our community. I am excited to Loyola and New Trier
see more biking and walking safely around our Village.
West

Thank you for your comment on the plan. All
comments are being shared with the project team
for review and will also be shared with the
Transportation Committee.
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Anne Nagle <annemnagle@gmail.com>
Tuesday, February 18, 2020 9:49 AM
Heather Schady
Barrington - Wilmette Harbor Bikeway
Screen Shot 2020-02-16 at 8.42.04 PM.png

Dear Heather
I have submitted some comments via the Walk Bike Wilmette website for this evening's Transportation Commission's
meeting. Thanks again to you and Jacque for all of your hard work and dedication to the project.
I wonder if you might be able to share this photo in some way with the Commission. In 2016, the first signed NWMC
regional corridor was constructed on Central Road in Des Plaines, providing access to Oakton Community College and
the Des Plaines River Trail. Ultimately the Barrington ‐ Wilmette Harbor Bikeway would traverse Wilmette as described
below in my comments to the Village. Thank you so very much for considering!
In 2019, the Northwest Municipal Conference partnered with its member communities (including Wilmette) to create its
first Multimodal Transportation Plan which is scheduled to be published in early 2020. In its Summary of Bicycle Analysis,
June 24 2019, the planning committee spoke of the "growing need to provide a safe and cohesive network of facilities for
people walking and biking throughout the region." One priority corridor in this publication is the "Barrington‐Wilmette
Harbor Corridor." Specific to Wilmette, this route travels from our western border on Glenview Ave, east to Wilmette
Ave, to our downtown, where the route jogs south to Greenleaf, and continues to 3rd then north to Sheridan. Wilmette
Avenue is recognized as an "existing corridor" by NWMC in its entirety from Hunter to Poplar Drive. I would like to
request that the Transportation Commission and Village Board acknowledge this route on our Master Plan with a goal to
make Wilmette Avenue a top notch road for walking and biking that is safe and comfortable for people of all ages and
abilities when people from across the region want to travel on this corridor to our downtown and harbor.
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Transportation Commissioners
Village of Wilmette
February 18, 2020
Dear Commissioners,
Tonight, you'll be considering a proposed Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan. I want to
offer my perspective as a long time Village resident, bike rider, and active walker.
First, thanks to the Village staff and their contractors for their work. In particular, I appreciate
the time they spent with residents whose main interests are leading their lives and safely
raising their families. They reached beyond the usual dozen or so folks advocating for significant
public investment in their hobby or some well‐intentioned effort to remake Wilmette into the
next Boulder or Portland. The plan has genuinely new ideas and reflects the input of residents
beyond the “usual suspects.”
Second, as you read the plan and listen to our concerns—ask yourselves a couple of questions:
how much does this plan cost, where will the funding come from, how quickly can/will we
follow it, and how well does it define our priorities? I've been through it a couple of times,
and it seems to be essentially a wish list—primarily of bicycling amenities—not what I think of
as an actionable plan. It is not priced, not resourced, and not prioritized.
The plan does not explain how we can better support walking. It will not relieve you,
Commissioners, from managing what it doesn’t cover—the urgent need for crosswalks, new
traffic controls for pedestrians, better sidewalks, new ways to improve the terrible level of
service at major intersections, better public transportation, and integrated transportation
master planning. Approving it probably won’t hurt, but I don’t see how it helps that much.
The best thing we can do as a Village, for all users of our public infrastructure, is to find the
resources to restore and maintain our roads and sidewalks.
Third, resist the requests to add bicycle lanes to Wilmette Avenue. These were unwise and
unsafe when proposed in the 1990s, and have been rejected over and over and over again. I
know the proposed plan does not include them and am relieved that the consultant’s
conclusion that “this is just too dangerous” has been captured. But this zombie idea that cannot
be killed with evidence. And it will be presented again tonight. Politely decline it for the fifth or
sixth time.
Fourth, in my view, the proposed reconfiguration of Wilmette Avenue west of Ridge is a
mistake. Imagine a single lane of traffic carrying all of east Wilmette to the pool in the summer,
or soccer in the fall. Imagine turning left—anywhere—in that reconfigured segment. Imagine
leaving the apartments on either the north or south side of the street, again especially if you’re
trying to turn left. Conditions will become worse with the new developments that will increase
density, don’t make things even more problematic. Consider a real‐life experiment: mark the
lanes like you expect them to be configured and see what happens. We learned a lot more

than the engineering models forecast when we did that between Ridge and Park in 2000. Just
give it enough time.
The proposed changes to the Wilmette and Glenview Road intersection also seem too
expensive for the small incremental benefit that’s likely. Keep that configuration the way it is,
or look at other alternatives.
Fifth and last, if you adopt the proposed plan (ideally with the above changes), present it to the
Board of Trustees as another set of wishes to be prioritized with our other capital and
operating expenses. We are facing substantial increases in stormwater fees, and massive
capital investment needs for our roads, police headquarters, and Village Hall. We are lucky to
have many other recreational options, and the biking improvements can wait until more
important investments have been made. The vast majority of things in the proposed plan are
"nice‐to‐haves," not "must‐haves."
Thanks for your attention to these comments and your service to our Village.
David Rankin
1731 Wilmette Ave
Wilmette IL 60091

