Engineering & Public Works
Department

(847) 853-7660
Fax (847) 853-7701

Date:

May 31, 2018

To:

Transportation Commission

From:

Brigitte Berger, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public Works
Dan Manis, P.E., Village Engineer

Subject:

Supplemental Meeting Materials

Attached, please find supplemental meeting materials for the school crossing guard agenda
item. These materials include email correspondence related to this discussion as well as the
Village’s School Crossing Assistance Policy.

Documents Attached:
1. Supplemental Information
2. School Crossing Assistance Policy
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Manis, Dan
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Goodman <rgoodman58@comcast.net>
Monday, May 28, 2018 1:57 PM
Manis, Dan
Crossing guard allocation

To the Transportation Commission,
I am writing a letter in support of allocating a Wilmette crossing guard to the Lake and Laramie intersection of
Wilmette. This intersection is particularly busy in the morning and afternoon with commuters to and from the
village, ongoing and outgoing highway traffic, Loyola student traffic, New Trier West traffic, as well as traffic
to and from Avoca SD 37 schools.
It is not a very pedestrian-friendly intersection, making it difficult to bike or walk safely to and from Avoca
West and Marie Murphy schools.
I have two children in Avoca SD 37. We are in a unique district. Our students come from 4 different villagesWilmette, Winnetka, Glenview, and Northfield, with the majority coming from Wilmette. Belonging to 4
different municipalities has created obstacles in getting services to be provided by any one of the villages, since
we are outside of the larger school districts.
As a pediatrician who believes in the amazing benefits of active transportation, I am very dedicated to
promoting walking and biking to school. I was tasked with taking on the Bike/Walk to School Days for the
Avoca School District in the spring of 2016.
Despite the obstacles, we had great turnout the first year, and continue to get even more participation at every
event. Now we do our spring Bike to School event on the same day that we do the WPD Bike Safety bike rodeo
and bike safety classes.
My own children often bike to school. When they were going to Avoca West, every day I would be a little
nervous about the Lake and Laramie intersection, making sure they promised to walk their bikes across that
intersection, and watching closely for turning vehicles. The mornings and afternoons coincide with Loyola's
arrival and departure. With so many new student drivers, it can be very scary crossing that street, even with the
light/right of way.
After doing the Bike to School event in Spring 2016 and coordinating with the Wilmette Police department, I
learned about the Village-wide Civics and Safety Committee. Despite being in the middle of the day when I
had patients, I attended those meetings for an entire year, ensuring that our school district was represented on
that committee. I learned about the WPD Bike Safety Program in those meetings, and learned about the
complex decisions behind choosing intersections for crossing guards.
This year, our Bike to School Day was hugely successful, in part, due to the great weather and Dairy Queen
coupons as an incentive. Students from all parts of Wilmette, Winnetka, Glenview, and Northfield biked to
both Avoca West and Marie Murphy. The Wilmette Police once again came out and helped at Lake and
Laramie, making it much safer.
There were so many bikes in the bike racks at both schools. Marie Murphy racks were filled beyond capacity,
and students started putting bikes wherever there was space. It got me thinking that we really could use a
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crossing guard in our district.
The problem is that any study right now might show the lack of bikes and pedestrians. If we have the crossing
guards, the kids will bike. Without the crossing guards, we now look like we don't need a crossing guard.
It puts us in a difficult predicament.
I am unable to attend the upcoming meeting where the crossing guard allocations are made, due to a work
commitment that I cannot reschedule.
I am urging you to please consider a trial of a crossing guard at Lake and Laramie. If there, we can spread the
word and get kids safely biking to school. It will have a huge impact on their health for the rest of their lives!
Thank you for your consideration!
Fondly,
Rachel Goodman, MD
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Manis, Dan
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Kurzman <joelforwilmette@gmail.com>
Tuesday, May 29, 2018 9:26 PM
Manis, Dan
For the Transportation Commission

Dear Members of the Transportation Commission:
Although I am unable to attend the May 31 meeting due to business travel, I am writing to
express concern about the process by which crossing guards are allocated throughout the
Village.
To the Village’s credit, the process for allocating resources is largely driven by data. However,
numbers do not tell the entire story. For example, when it comes to a potential need of a
crossing guard at a given intersection, we count the children crossing the street. But perhaps
parents aren’t allowing their kids to walk or bike in the first place. So, I believe we have gaps.
And they are perpetuated by our current review process.
I am advocating for additional considerations, such as community demand, to become part of
the review process. I am also advocating for equitability. Some neighborhoods are much better
served than others in our Village.
As a parent living in a less well served neighborhood, I have been challenged to allow my
children to walk or bike to school, despite not living far away. And because I knew many other
parents with similar concerns, I made this issue a cornerstone of my campaign for Village
Trustee.
It has been a privilege to collaborate with these amazing parent advocates - and I look forward
to continuing to support their efforts to address unmet needs.
Thank you for receiving my perspective.
Sincerely,
Joel Kurzman
Greenleaf Avenue, Wilmette
joelforwilmette@gmail.com
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Manis, Dan
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Betsy Harootyan <betsyharootyan@gmail.com>
Wednesday, May 30, 2018 10:22 AM
Manis, Dan
Request for Crossing Guard

To the Transportation Commission,
I am writing a letter to request allocating a Wilmette crossing guard to two Wilmette intersections used by
Avoca School District 37 students: the Lake and Laramie intersection and the Hibbard and Illinois intersection.
Both are not very pedestrian-friendly intersections, making it difficult to bike or walk safely to and from Avoca
West Elementary and Marie Murphy schools. I only have personal experience with the Lake/Laramie
intersection which I will share below, but other parents with middle school students have mentioned the
Illinois/Hibbard intersection as one that could also use a crossing guard.
I am unable to attend the May 31st meeting as I have volunteered to serve on the Comprehensive Plan
Steering Committee for the Village of Northfield. I offer this testimonial to add some illustration to my request
for crossing guards in the west Wilmette area. It is clear from past Traffic Committee meeting minutes and
reports that this area is underserved in terms of offering a safe route to school.
As a Northfield resident living within the Avoca School District 37 area, my two children typically take the bus,
but when the weather is better my children want to ride their bicycles to school. They have friends in other
New Trier feeder districts who all talk about riding their bikes to school, so for the past year my 9 year old has
been asking when he will be old enough to ride his bike to school alone like his other friends. When my older
son started kindergarten, we began occasionally riding to and from school in the fall and the spring, but as
someone who works outside the home, it is impossible for me to chaperone a 2.6 mile bike ride twice a day
(which turns into a 10-mile ride for me with all of the back and forth). In the spring of this year, I determined
my older son, now in 4th grade, could handle the challenges of riding this route to Avoca West without a
parent. After the Bike to School day on May 8 th, I reached out to some other parents in our neighborhood,
and a group of 4th and 5th grade boys now meet at the corner of Frontage Rd. and Winnetka Rd. (on the north
side of the New Trier playfield) to ride together. The size of the group fluctuates depending on before and
after school activities, but it typically is between four and ten riders.
These children – ages 9-11 – stick to a route with sidewalks and intersections with stops signs or stop lights.
They ride west on Winnetka Rd. to Happ Rd. where they maneuver through New Trier morning drop-off traffic
as they head south on Happ Rd. Recently, a New Trier traffic coordinator suggested these young riders find an
alternative route because he felt it was unsafe for them to cut through the high school student pedestrians
and buses. Little does he know that this is the safest route for them!
Once these young boys reach Illinois Rd., they follow the sidewalk to Laramie (or sometimes they cut through
Manor Dr. and head east to Laramie a bit further south), where, again, they traverse through Loyola student
traffic. Eventually, the cyclists reach the Lake and Laramie intersection.
I try not to imagine this group of young boys crowded with their bikes on the very minimal, crumbling
pedestrian landing pad at the northwest corner of this busy intersection; cars speeding by, likely traveling
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above the 35 mph limit. I put my trust into them that they remain alert and pay attention to any cars blindly
taking a right onto Lake from Laramie as they wait for the cross-walk signal to say WALK.
Finally, the riders are on Lake Ave. and almost there! They turn onto Cariann – a street with a sidewalk that
has a cut-through path to the Avoca West Elementary School driveway. And every single morning, I hold my
breath until about 8:35am, waiting for a phone call from the school, only then, when the time passes and I
have not received a call, do I know they have made it safely to school for attendance at 8:20am.
At 3:00pm, this same route is done in reverse on the way home – only now there are more student drivers on
the road at this time of day as the young drivers leave the Loyola campus, many distracted by friends in their
cars and ready to break out of the heavy vehicle congestion surrounding the high school.
On the days my son rides his bike to school, at the end of the day he comes home excited and happy. He loves
this new independence and this extra time to develop friendships. I know he arrives to school energized, and
on the way home, he uses up that extra energy pent up from a long day spent at a desk. Even though the bus
only has to go a little over 2 miles, my sons typically come home hot and cranky after 20 minutes on that bus.
My bike riding son actually beats the bus home on most days. The bike riding is a win-win for us all!
I give you all of these details to personalize this need for crossing guards. Our group of boys riding bikes alone
every day is the minority, but I know that is because so many parents feel the Lake & Laramie intersection
(along with the New Trier and Loyola traffic) is too dangerous to manage for such young riders (and walkers
from the closer neighborhoods). There are so many Avoca students who live west of the expressway and
within a mile of the school who should be able to walk or ride to school with safer passage at Lake and
Laramie. I’ve seen the traffic studies done for both Avoca and for Loyola. I know the numbers of the cars
passing through that intersection – and the speeds at which they travel - during the times that my child is
riding his bike with his peers along that same route. I also know that Wilmette has pedestrian minimums
required to offer traffic guard support. Our pedestrian numbers and needs are like the chicken or the egg. If
we have the crossing guards, I hope more families feel encouraged and supported in letting their children take
some of these risks. Without the crossing guards, we will never be able to offer a safe enough route to school
for this underserved area.
Having grown up in Winnetka, I knew little to nothing about the Avoca school district, and certainly, when I
chose this school district to raise my family in, I never in a million years would have thought I’d be spending so
much time (years!) and effort (attending meetings and writing letters) fighting for my children to have a safe
route to school. Seeing how happy and healthy my children are when they ride to and from school inspires me
to keep giving my voice and my time to this critical issue.
I am urging you to please consider a trial of a crossing guard at the Lake and Laramie intersection. If we have
this support, we can focus our energy on spreading the word and getting more children safely walking and
biking to school. It will have a huge impact on their physical, mental and emotional health for the rest of their
lives!
Thank you for your consideration.
Betsy Hoza Harootyan
318 Latrobe Ave.
Northfield, IL 60093
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Manis, Dan
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Dennis Stonequist <dstonequist@loy.org>
Wednesday, May 30, 2018 4:24 PM
Manis, Dan
annemnagle@gmail.com
Transportation Commission's meeting

Dan Hope this email finds you well after a beautiful Memorial day holiday. Hoping all is running smoothly in the
busy summer months at Village hall!
I wanted to reach out as I know tomorrow there is a a discussion about traffic and pedestrian safety at Lake and
Laramie Aves. I think I speak for all of Loyola Academy and the neighbors when I say our first priority is
taking care of the kids who come to Loyola Academy everyday as well as the other kids in the
neighborhood. In the past two years we have created a wonderful partnership with our neighbors and we would
like to be a part of the conversation about safety, bike routes, and anything we can do to help promote safety at
the corner.
We are all lucky to be a part of the Village and we hope to work with you and our neighbors to make Lake /
Laramie safer and more attractive for walkers / bikers. Please do let us know how we can help and be a part of
the solution. Also, if there is anything you would need from us to promote a crossing guard or more coverage at
the corner, just let us know how we can help. .
Thank you very much.
Dennis

Dennis Stonequist `90
Executive Vice President
847.920.2443
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Manis, Dan
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dorothy Elfring <ddelfring@gmail.com>
Thursday, May 31, 2018 8:02 AM
Manis, Dan
Crossing Guard Laramie and Lake

To whom it may concern,
I would like to add my voice to those looking to make walking and biking to schools in the west Wilmette area
safer. Particularly as it comes to the Lake and Laramie intersection. A school crossing guard is greatly needed.
My children go to Avoca West School now but will soon need to use that crossing to get to Marie Murphy. In
addition, I am part of a group advocating for a walkway connecting West Park and Avoca West School/ Park. If
that comes to pass, more kids can cross from the north at Laramie and walk west through the park to get to
school. This walkway is part of the recommendations from the traffic study done a few years ago.
I am also a volunteer member of the Wilmette Civics and Safety Committee representing District 37. If there
are any better ways to bring suggestions to this Commission please let us know.
Thank you,
Dorothy Elfring
Glenview Resident
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Manis, Dan
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jessica LeFebvre <jessical74@aol.com>
Thursday, May 31, 2018 9:11 AM
Manis, Dan
School Crossing Guards

It has come to my attention that you will be discussing crossing guard recommendations for the 2018-2019 school year at
tonight's Transportation Committee meeting.
I am writing to ask you to please discuss the need for a crossing guard at the Illinois and Hibbard intersection.
I live near this intersection and have a child at Marie Murphy School. My son does not feel comfortable crossing at this
intersection and I have talked with other students who feel the same. I also know many parents who live within a few
minutes walk of the school who choose to drive their children because of the lack of a crossing guard at this intersection.
I know upgrades have recently been made to this intersection with the addition of flashing stop signs but in my
observation it is not the lack of people running the stop signs that is the true issue but the impatience of people "needing"
to get through the intersection first. At high traffic times there can be 6 to 8 cars lined up at the stop signs from multiple
directions so when it is finally the drivers turn to go they don't wait to let students cross. I have observed students waiting
for 3 or more cars to go through the intersection before a driver gives students the right of way.
I believe adding a crossing guard at Illinois and Hibbard will give parents and students the reassurance that they can
safely walk to school. It will also cut down on traffic through that intersection because more parents will allow their children
to walk to school thus cutting down drivers wait times at the intersection and decreasing drivers impatience. Which in turn
will increase their patience to allow students to safely cross and get to school.
Thank you in advance for adding the Illinois/Hibbard intersection to your discussion this evening.
Jessica LeFebvre
Concerned Parent of a Marie Murphy Student
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Manis, Dan
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

J de la Torre <jasminadlt@gmail.com>
Thursday, May 31, 2018 12:51 PM
Manis, Dan
May 31, 2018 Meeting - Hibbard and Illinois

Good afternoon Mr. Manis,
I am a resident who lives at Hibbard and Illinois in Wilmette. I understand that the Village will be considering
safety issues at a meeting today. While I applaud the Village for attempting to make the Hibbard and Illinois
intersection more safe through the addition of flashing red lights, unfortunately pedestrian and bike traffic,
particularly students going to and from school, are not any safer than they were before the modification. I do
not know what the cost of crossing guards would be, but it seems to me that a crossing guard at such a critical
intersection would be a small price to pay in order to lower the risks to children who need to cross that
intersection in order to get to or from school.
Thank you for keeping our children at the top of your list of priorities.
Jasmina
-Jasmina de la Torre
de la Torre Law, P.C.
423 Central Ave., Suite 203
Northfield, IL 60093
847.567.1078
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Manis, Dan
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bridget Johnson <momord3@yahoo.com>
Thursday, May 31, 2018 3:12 PM
Manis, Dan
Crossing Guard needed at major intersections

To whom it may concern,
I am a parent of a 6th, 4th, 2nd and Preschooler. I allow my 6th graders to ride his bike to Marie Murphy (1
mile) school any given day it is nice outside. He and his friends have to cross Hibbard Rd and Illinois Rd. I see
that they have put in new stop signs, but still feel there should be a crossing guard there. On the days I choose
to drive them to/from school, I can not tell you how many times a car does a rolling stop or is on their phone. I
feel their safety is at a high risk and a crossing guard is needed at that intersection. My son and his friend
continuously say that drivers will not allow them to cross. It can take up to 10 cars before someone finally
allows them to cross.
I also have a 4th graders that rides his bike over 2 miles to Avoca West Elementary School. The safest route for
him to take is to go around New Trier West campus and follow the roads past Loyola. The safest place for him
to cross is at Laramie and Lake. This intersection is worse (people on their phones, rolling through stop lights,
etc) than Hibbard and Illinois. When we rode our bikes to ‘Bike to School Day’, one of our friends was almost
hit by a car not paying attention while turning onto Lake from Laramie. If it weren’t for the police officer on
duty that day, our friend would have had major injuries. He and his friends are very aware of the crossing signs,
but feel that same way as my 6th grader. It is difficult to cross that intersection.
It is crucial for our children to have this experience of freedom. Along with this freedom, they should feel safe
in being able to explore the world around them. Please revisit the possibility of placing a crossing guard at both
these intersections, Hibbard Rd/Illinois Rd and Lake St/Laramie.
I appreciate your time in this matter. Thank you for listening to our concerns and addressing them again at
tonight’s meeting.
Bridget Johnson
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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