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1200 Wilmette Avenue
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE HELD ON MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 4, 2019 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE
VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS.
Members Present:
President

Bob Bielinski

Trustees

Julie Wolf
Daniel Sullivan
Senta Plunkett
Kathy Dodd
Joel Kurzman
George Pearce

Staff Present:

Timothy Frenzer, Village Manager
Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager
Brigitte Berger-Raish, Director of Engineering & Public Works
Melinda Molloy, Finance Director
Dan Manis, Village Engineer
John Prejzner, Assistant Director of Administrative Services

Guests Present

Darren Olson, Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd.

I.

Call to Order
President Bielinski called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

II.

Appointment of Land Use Committee as a Special Zoning Committee
to review development regulations, including permitted and special
uses, in the PCD-1 (Edens Plaza) Zoning District.
Trustee Pearce moved to appoint the Land Use Committee as a Special
Zoning Committee to review development regulations, including permitted
and special uses, in the PCD-1 (Edens Plaza) Zoning District, seconded by
Trustee Wolf.
Voting yes: Trustees Wolf, Sullivan, Plunkett, Dodd, Kurzman, Pearce and
President Bielinski. Voting no: none. The motion carried.
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Discussion of Neighborhood Storage Project (Storm Sewer System
Improvements)
Brigitte Berger-Raish, Director of Engineering & Public Works, said there
are two items to be discussed, the first is a decision on the first location for
underground storage at either Centennial Park or Community Playfield. The
second part of the agenda will focus on optimization which was requested
by the Village Board in April of 2018 when they determined that
neighborhood storage was the preferred alternative. The engineering firm
of Christopher B. Burke Engineering. Ltd (CBBEL) went back and did a
detailed analysis of neighborhood storage and looked at ways to take the
properties that were still vulnerable to flooding in a 10 year storm and
determined how to protect those properties. Darren Olson from CBBEL will
present a power point.
Mr. Olson said that any project that moves forward will require an
intergovernmental agreement between the Village and the Park District. He
noted that they have been working with the Park District Board and staff as
well as attending Park District meetings to discuss the project. He said they
have also engaged an architect at the Village’s expense to talk about one
of the future flood storage areas, which is Hibbard Park to limit the impact
any underground reservoir would have on future Park District development.
The Park Board will be holding public meetings over the next several
months to hear input from residents in regard to park amenities. He noted
the project costs are in 2018 dollars and include final design engineering,
construction engineering and a 20% contingency. The project costs do not
include easements and Park District amenities.
Mr. Olson said based on feedback from the Village Board, residents and the
Park District, there was a desire to do an evaluation of storage at Centennial
Park and whether it possible to move it to Community Playfield. He noted
the pro and cons for both as presented in the report to the Village Board.
The summary of comparisons are the following:
 Community Playfield provides more cost effective underground
storage
- Greater space for construction
- Less excavation
 Underground storage at Community Playfield can be built larger for
additional flood reduction benefits at lower cost
- Must fit within current and future PD use of property
- More space on-site to expand underground storage
- Closer to flooding locations – less storm sewer expense
 Construction at Community Playfield will have less site impact
- Limited impact to future use of site and potential to improve
usability of playfields
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 Community Playfield items to be addressed
- Construction window with respect to school schedule
- Easement required for storm sewer connection
- Tree removal and on-site drainage improvements
Trustee Dodd asked if there had been any discussion with the School
District and did they have any concerns with the project.
Mr. Braiman said he sent the information to the Superintendent of District
39 who shared it with the School Board and they did not express any
concerns with the project.
Trustee Wolf said there were some areas that Mr. Olson said flooding could
be improved and asked how that would take place.
Mr. Olson said they could provide underdrains to some of the field areas,
do some regrading to collect water into traditional storm sewer inlets and
bring those areas into the new storage facility or better connect them.
Trustee Plunkett asked what the construction timeline would be.
Mr. Olson said approximately 9-12 weeks would be the heavy construction
time, depending on the weather, and restoration would occur after that.
Trustee Sullivan asked if the bulk of the expense would be the basin portion
of the project.
Mr. Olson said yes, the bulk of the expense is the basin.
President Bielinski said the Village Board agrees with the proposed location
of the Community Playfield for the underground storage location.
Mr. Olson said the optimization of the project seeks to answer the question:
“What is the most cost-effective way to implement this project to help the
most number of residents now and into the future?”
Mr. Olson said they started with the base project and looked back into the
flood analysis to see what properties remained vulnerable after
implementation of the base project. They were able to identify clusters of
areas that remained vulnerable to a 10 year rain event and begin to look at
as part of this optimization to try to find relief for these residences.
Trustee Dodd asked what the difference was in the Stantec analysis
provided to the Village Board and CBBEL’s analysis noting that the same
properties were not in the flooding area for relief.
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Mr. Olson said the main difference is the level of detail in the studies. They
have brought the study down to a micro level in addressing some of those
areas. They developed four optimization scenarios that they would
add on to the base project to provide additional flood protection during a ten
year event. He also noted that the work that is going to be done on Locust
Road has been upsized to provide some additional relief as well.
Trustee Pearce asked if this project will impact the Locust Road area.
Mr. Olson said they have modified the plans for Locust Road increasing the
storm sewer there to take advantage of this upcoming project.
Trustee Dodd said she believes it would be helpful for residents to see the
stormwater relief on Locust Road as it is part of the stormwater plan.
Mr. Olson reviewed the costs for the four optimization scenarios noting that
the cost estimates are based on 2018 dollars.
Trustee Plunkett said with this optimization, is there any flooding that
was left out of the scenario.
Mr. Olson said there is some shallow street flooding that is left in certain
locations, and if the Village has any street construction scheduled in the
future, they could upsize the storm sewers in those areas at that time.
Trustee Wolf asked where the green infrastructure would be and what the
impact would be as a part of the project.
Mr. Olson said he believes the location that will be great for green
infrastructure will be the park settings that have been discussed. They may
be limited in some areas by trees and area for rain gardens but they are
also looking to incorporate green infrastructure in public right of ways where
possible.
Trustee Dodd asked why they are sending the water in Scenario Four to
Thornwood Park as opposed to sending the water to Community Playfield.
Mr. Olson said the water from area four naturally drains towards the Lake
Avenue storm sewer. They want to make sure that when they are doing
some of the projects, they are honoring the mini water shed divides within
the Village so they are not taking water from one side of the Village and
taking it over to somewhere else and inadvertently causing an issue there.
Mr. Olson said they also wanted to look into future proofing the base project.
What that means is to construct the larger storage basin now under
current design the ability to put the storm sewer systems in for the different
design scenarios in the future when possibly they will be more cost effective
as part of an adjacent Village project. He reviewed the costs provided in the
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report for the four scenarios regarding upsizing underground storage and
the design engineering for storage included in the current engineering
contract.
Mr. Olson also reviewed the proposed project schedule for the three phases
of the west side neighborhood storage project and also the potential project
costs. If the Village Board elects to optimize the project, the basins must be
expanded as part of the initial construction while the storm sewers could be
added at a later date.
Trustee Plunkett said the report is great news as they were hoping that there
would be optimization. When we talk about tying additional storm sewers to
Village road projects, is there any savings in that amount number.
Ms. Berger-Raish said there is a little bit more savings when you are tying
it to a road project because you do not have to patch the road, you are
reconstructing or repaving the whole road.
President Bielinski asked if the Village Board had any concern with
spending an additional $8 million to make the storage basins larger.
Trustee Sullivan said he has a concern with spending an additional $8
million but he believes the Board would be remiss and shortsighted if they
do not expand the basins to have as much capacity as possible.
Trustee Dodd said she agrees with Trustee Sullivan as we were looking to
optimize the effect of the stormwater storage but she also has concerns with
finances and timing of the project.
Trustee Wolf said if we do decide to go with the optimized plan and the
future proofed, we would be committing to doing it and she would lean
towards doing Phase One sooner rather than later. If there was a reason
we decided to delay a year or two on the other projects, we could do that.
Trustee Dodd asked if the Village Board could commit this evening on the
Community Playfield storage basin and wait on the decision of the
Thornwood storage basin expansion.
Mr. Olson said he believes the decision could be made later, they are in the
process of doing a 30% design of Thornwood so if they were going to move
forward with that design, they will need to know what size.
Trustee Kurzman said he believes this is a landmark occasion tonight
because what it does for us is puts us within grasp the aspiration of 10 year
flood protection for all residents, and just a few months ago we did not think
that was possible. He said fantastic work has gone into this by Village staff
and outside contractors. He said he is hearing excellent questions from his
fellow Trustees and he believes the pieces are falling into place to getting
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this done well. He is excited by the possibility and he did not vote for Option
Three. He has had to pivot and go from advocating for Option One into
being a supporter of the Village in the excellent work that he has just
described to make Option Three almost as good and to have done so in a
cost effective way. He believes the future proofing makes sense.
President Bielinski said he was thrilled to get the news that the engineers
have figured out a way to make this project really effective at an incremental
cost.
Trustee Wolf said we knew this was a big project when we started the
project and the engineering has been so helpful. She is very pleased with
the report.
President Bielinski said we do have to make a decision on the size of the
basins but we do not have to make a decision on how fast the additional
storm sewers are built. He confirmed that the Village Board all supported
the future proofing.
Ms. Berger-Raish said another option to discuss is whether to incorporate
the design of all the sewers with each of the phases and depending on
how the construction estimates looked, we could bid those additional
sewers as alternates with each bid package.
Trustee Pearce asked if there were discussions going on with the Park
District as they would have to approve the larger storage basins in the
parks.
Village Manager Timothy Frenzer said there are ongoing meetings with the
Park District and this would be something that would have to be coordinated
with the Park District Board and their staff as there is a lot to consider. There
will have to be an Intergovernmental Agreement between the Village and
the Park Board regarding all the details of the project.
Trustee Dodd asked what the timing would be for the Intergovernmental
Agreement to be completed and going out to bid.
Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager, said it is his understanding
that the Park District is going to work through the process over the next
several months and then they will work with them to complete the
Intergovernmental Agreement.
President Bielinski said the Village Board is unanimous in agreeing that
Community Playfield is the preferred site, future proofing with the larger
storage basins and with designing the extra storm sewers for the optimized
projects.
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Public Comment
President Bielinski noted that there was no one present to speak.

V.

Executive Session-Section 2(c)(5) of the Open Meeting Act – the
purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body,
including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a
particular parcel should be acquired (5 ILCS 120/2(c)(5).

VI.

Adjournment
Trustee Sullivan moved to adjourn to executive session at 8:33 p.m.to
discuss the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body,
including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular
parcel should be acquired (5 ILCS 120/2(c)(5) of the Illinois Open Meetings
Act, seconded by Trustee Wolf.
Voting yes: Trustees Wolf, Sullivan, Plunkett, Dodd, Kurzman, Pearce and
President Bielinski. Voting no: none. The motion carried.
The Village Board returned from the Executive Session at 9:11 p.m.
Trustee Sullivan made a motion to adjourn the Village Board meeting at
9:12 p.m., seconded by Trustee Dodd.
All voted aye, the motion carried.

Barbara L. Hirsch
Deputy Village Clerk
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