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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, ILLINOIS HELD IN THE 
COUNCIL ROOM OF SAID VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2019. 

The Village President called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. 

1.0 ROLL CALL 
President Bob Bielinski 

Trustees Daniel Sullivan 
Gina Kennedy 
Kathy Dodd 
Joel Kurzman 
Peter H. Barrow 
Senta Plunkett 

Staff Present: Timothy J. Frenzer, Village Manager 
Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
Jeffrey Stein, Corporation Counsel 
Melinda Molloy, Finance Director 
John Prejzner, Assistant Director of Administrative Services 

2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment. 

3.0 CONSENT AGENDA 

Trustee Sullivan moved approval of the Consent Agenda as follows: 

 3.1 Approval of minutes of the Regular Board meeting held September 24, 
2019. 
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 LAND USE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.2 Plan Commission Report, Case #2019-P-02, 924 – 932 Forest Avenue, 

regarding a request for plat approval for a two-lot re-subdivision in 
accordance with the plans submitted; adoption of Resolution #2019-R-12.  

 
 3.3 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2019-Z-31, 108 16th Street, 

regarding a request for a 1.0’ detached garage side yard setback variation, 
a 181.25 square foot (29.0%) rear yard structure impervious surface 
coverage variation and a 187.5 square foot (30.0%) rear yard total 
impervious surface coverage variation to permit the construction of a 
detached two-car garage; adoption of Ordinance #2019-O-65. 

 
 3.4 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2019-Z-32, 301 16th Street, 

regarding a request for a 22.0 square foot (2.04%) rear yard structure 
impervious surface coverage variation to permit the construction of a 
detached two-car garage; adoption of Ordinance #2019-O-66. 

 
 FINANCE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.5 Approval of the September 2019 Disbursement Report. 
 
 ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.6 Appointment of Mariah DiGrino to the Plan Commission from October 9, 

2019 to October 9, 2023. 
 
 3.7 Appointment of Justin Sheperd to the Plan Commission from October 9, 

2019 to October 9, 2023.  
 
 MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.8 Adoption of Ordinance #2019-O-62 authorizing the disposal of surplus 

property owned by the Village of Wilmette. 
 
 3.9 Approval of a contract amendment in the amount of $3,500 with Suburban 

General Construction, Inc., LaGrange Park, Illinois, for sewer repairs. 
 
 JUDICIARY COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.10 Introduction of Ordinance #2019-O-64 decreasing the number of Class C 

and Class M liquor licenses and increasing the number of Class C-B liquor 
licenses. 
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 Trustee Dodd seconded the motion.  Voting yes:  Trustees: Sullivan, Kennedy, 
Dodd, Kurzman, Barrow, Plunkett and President Bielinski.  Voting no:  none.  The 
motion carried. 

 
4.0 REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 
 4.1 Proclamation designating October 24, 2019 as World Polio Day. 
 
  President Bielinski read the proclamation designating October 24, 2019 as 

World Polio Day.   
 
  There were no reports from the Village Manager or Corporation Counsel. 
 
5.0 REPORT OF LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSIONER 
 
 No Report. 
 
6.0 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 6.1 LAND USE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  All items listed on the Consent Agenda. 
 
 6.2 FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
  6.21 Presentation of the FY 2020 Proposed Budget. 
 
  Village Manager Tim Frenzer presented the balanced FY 2020 

Proposed Budget (PowerPoint attached).  He said the Village is in 
good financial position, maintaining the Aaa bond rating with an 
upgrade to “stable.”  He discussed a modest rate increase of 4% for 
sewers (an average of $13 per year to each water customer) and 
said there will be no water fee increase this year.  All other fees such 
as vehicle licensing, building permit and ambulance fees will also be 
held flat.  Mr. Frenzer discussed the road program, stating there will 
be an additional $500,000 invested to support the road infrastructure 
program, which brings the total for resurfacing to $5.3 million.  This 
total includes $2.75 million for the annual road program, $1.2 million 
for reconstruction of Central Avenue and $1.3 million for resurfacing 
associated with Phase 1A of the Neighborhood Storage Project. 

 
  Mr. Frenzer discussed the property tax levy, stating that the total levy 

increase would be 4.99%, which would include 2.69% for the 
additional road program funding.   

 
  He discussed the Water Fund, which will include funding for the 

completion of the water plant’s electrical improvements as well as 
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water main replacements on Lake and Central Avenues, valve 
installations, repairs to transmission mains and surge suppressors. 

 
  Mr. Frenzer said the Sewer Fund, which includes a new stormwater 

utility fee will provide funding for Phase 1A and 1 of the 
Neighborhood Storage Project and expenses for sewer  lining, 
electrical improvements, sewer main repairs and maintenance and 
the continuation of the Rain Ready Program and smoke testing.   

 
  Mr. Frenzer discussed the impact of the property tax increases on 

residents and said that without the annual road program increase, 
the average household would see a $40 increase.  Incorporating the 
additional road program funding would result in an additional $50 
increase to the property tax per household.  Adding in the $13 sewer 
fee increase and the $144 stormwater utility fee, the average total 
increase to property owners would be $247.   

 
  President Bielinski said these numbers are pretty good considering 

inflation, contracts, wages and other expenses.  Mr. Frenzer 
concurred and went on to talk about the next steps in the budget 
process.  He said there will be a Budget Workshop on October 17 
where more details would be discussed.  He said roads would be the 
main variable and he invited each Board member to meet individually 
with the Budget Team to discuss their concerns in order to narrow 
the focus down for the October 17 meeting.  He said there is an 
additional Budget Workshop scheduled for October 29, if necessary.  
The Budget Ordinance must be introduced by the first meeting in 
November in order to present the tax levy ordinance in time to be on 
record with the County by the end of the calendar year.  He thanked 
the Board for all their input and guidance and said he looks forward 
to getting into the details.  He said it has only been twice in the last 
eight years that the tax levy increase request has been above 4%, 
which was for the road program both times.  President Bielinski 
reminded everyone the budget is online and encouraged Board 
members to meet with staff and discuss their concerns before the 
October 17 meeting where the policy discussion will be undertaken.   

 
  Trustee Kennedy asked about additional road data.  Mr. Frenzer said 

there is some in the transmittal memo but that due to a staff illness, 
the remaining data is not ready.  He said it would be ready prior to 
the October 17 meeting.   

 
  Trustee Dodd asked about changing numbers for the tax levy 

increase and if there was information in the packet to help 
understand why the numbers have changed.  Mr. Frenzer said that 
the transmittal letter will lay out some of the information but that staff 
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will work on getting more information for the October 17 meeting 
and/or individual meetings with Board members. 

 
  President Bielinski said that the transmittal memo is a good place for 

residents to go for understanding of the budget.  
  
 6.3 ADMINISTRATION STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  All items listed on the Consent Agenda.   
 
 6.4 MUNICIPAL SERVICES STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  All items listed on the Consent Agenda. 
 
 6.5 PUBLIC SAFETY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT  
  No Report. 
 
 6.6 JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT  
  All items listed on the Consent Agenda. 
 
 6.7 REPORTS FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEES  
  No Reports. 
 
7.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
 No Report. 
 
8.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Trustee Sullivan moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 p.m., seconded by Trustee 

Kennedy.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Karen L. Norwood 
     Deputy Village Clerk 
 



2020 Proposed Budget

October 7, 2019



Solid Financial Footing
• The FY 2020 Proposed Budget is a reflection of good 

governance and solid financial planning:
– Maintenance of Aaa bond rating (upgraded to ‘stable’)
– Consistently meet actuarially required pension contributions
– Changing the Village’s public safety pension funding policy to 

level off future contributions increases
– Reduced staffing levels while maintaining core services
– Approving balanced operating budgets and fortifying reserves
– Creation of the CERF to ensure timely replacement of critical 

equipment without fluctuations in the tax levy
– Limiting or avoiding fee and tax increases

• The sewer fee has a modest 4% increase, the first since 2015
• The water rate has not increased for 6 of the last 8 years
• Building Permits, Vehicle Licenses, Ambulance Fees held flat for 6+ years2



General Fund Overview
• The General Fund Operating Budget is balanced, maintains

Village services and provides for an additional $500,000 to the
road infrastructure program

• The Proposed Budget enhances our investment in core
engineering functions with more dollars dedicated to road
resurfacing ($5.3M) than anytime in at least the last 20 years:

– $2.75 million for the annual road program (28 blocks resurfaced)
– $1.2 million for reconstruction of Central Avenue and $1.3 million for road

resurfacing associated with Phase 1A of Neighborhood Storage
– Meets ours goal to complete repairs of all ‘Serious’ and ‘Very Poor’ alleys
– Maintains enhanced funding for sidewalks, curbs, brick street

maintenance, pavement marking, crack sealing
– New annual funding for street patching
– Skokie Valley Trail & Skokie/Lake intersection improvements to be funded

by General Fund reserves 3



Levy 
Component

FY 2019
Budget

FY 2020 
Proposed

Operations 1.68% 1.43%

Pensions 1.21% 0.75%

Debt Service -0.14% 0.12%

Total % 
Increase

2.75% 2.30%

Additional for
Road Program

- 2.69%

Total Increase
w/ Roads

- 4.99%

Property Tax Levy

4

The pension levy 
is offset by 
$200,000 in 

reserves to begin 
the transition to a 

15-year rolling 
amortization for 
the public safety 
pension funds
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Water Fund Overview
• There is no increase in the water rate and the Water Fund

continues to reduce the Village’s reliance on property taxes
with a $1.05 million transfer to the General Fund
– Transfer increased by $50,000 in recognition of North Maine Utilities

wholesale revenue beginning in mid-July

• The Budget includes $5.0 million for completion of the Water
Plant Electrical Improvements (total cost of $8.9 million)

• Other improvements include:
– $2,920,000 for water main replacements on Central & Lake Avenues
– $88,000 for valve installations
– $40,000 for rebuild of the Water Plant High-lift pump
– $21,000 for transmission main repairs
– $12,000 for water main surge suppressors

6
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Sewer Fund Overview
• The sewer fee is proposed to increase by 4%; estimated

annual impact of $13 for the average ratepayer
• New stormwater utility fee implemented effective

1/1/20; estimated average annual fee is $144

• The Proposed Budget includes:

– $23,210,000 for Phase 1A and 1 of Neighborhood Storage Imp.
– $820,000 for sewer lining 
– $400,000 for SWPS electrical improvements
– $337,000 for sewer main repairs
– $322,000 for sewer maintenance
– $70,000 for Rain Ready Program
– $60,000 for smoke testing 8



Residential 
Impact
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FY 2020 Budget Impact

FY 2020 
Proposed

Budget

FY 2020 
Proposed Avg. 

Annual Increase 
in 2020

Property Tax 2.3% $ 40
Add’l Prop. Tax-
Road Program

2.69% $ 50

Water Rate None None

Sewer Rate 4% $ 13
Stormwater Fee New fee $ 144

Total Increase $ 247

10

The Proposed Budget includes the following tax and fee
increases:



Next Steps

• Budget Workshop on Thursday, October 17 at 
7:00pm

• Budget Workshop (if necessary) on Tuesday, October 
29 at 7:30pm

• Budget Ordinance adopted in November

• Tax Levy Ordinance adopted in December

11
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