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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, ILLINOIS, BROADCAST ONLY 
(VILLAGE HALL CLOSED DUE TO THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S DELCARATION 

OF LOCAL DISASTER AND PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY ORDER) 
ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2020 AT 7:30 P.M. 

 

President Bielinski called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. 
  
1.0 ROLL CALL 

President: Bob Bielinski 
 
Trustees: Daniel Sullivan 
 Peter Barrow  
 Kathy Dodd 
 Joel Kurzman 
 Gina Kennedy 
 Senta Plunkett 

 
Staff Present: Michael Braiman, Village Manager 
 Erik Hallgren, Assistant Village Manager 
 Jeffrey Stein, Assistant Village Manager/Corporation Counsel 
 John Adler, Community Development Director 
 Brigitte Berger-Raish, Engineering & Public Works Director 
 Ben Wozney, Fire Chief 
 Robert Brill, Deputy Fire Chief 
 Dan Manis, Village Engineer 
 Peter Skiles, Administrative Services Director 
 
Guests Present: Didier Glattard, Candidate for the Zoning Board of Appeals 
 

President Bielinski explained the Village Board meeting was being broadcast live via the 
use of Microsoft Teams in order to comply with the shelter in place order issued by 
Governor JB Pritzker. 
 
2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 There was one public comment via YouTube Live chat, which Village Manager 

Mike Braiman read.  The comment was from V. Economu who said he has been 
following the proceedings with the Park Board and wanted to remind the Village  
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 Board that as a taxing body, there is a duty to monitor how IGA money is being 
wisely spent. 

 
 
3.0 CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Trustee Sullivan moved to approve the items on the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
 3.1 Approval of minutes from the Regular Board meeting held on October 27, 

2020. 
 
 LAND USE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.2 Approval of Temporary Use Permit #2020-TU-24 to allow St. Francis Xavier 

School to construct nine temporary tents at 808 Linden Avenue and 904 
Linden Avenue (St. Francis Xavier Church) through the end of June 2021. 

 
 3.3 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2020-Z-33, 2401 Glenview Road, 

regarding a request for a 14.0’ front yard setback variation and a 207.3 
square foot (4.55%) front yard impervious surface coverage variation to 
permit the construction of a shed on the legal non-conforming structure in 
accordance with the plans submitted; adoption of Ordinance #2020-O-54. 

 
 3.4 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2020-Z-34, 1116 Central Avenue, 

regarding a request for a special use for a limited service restaurant in 
accordance with the plans submitted.  The use shall run with the use; 
adoption of Ordinance #2020-O-55. 

 
 3.5 REQUEST TO TABLE TO THE NOVEMBER 24, 2020, REGULAR 

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING - Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case 
#2020-Z-31, 1174 Michigan Avenue, regarding a request for A 5.54’ fence 
height variation to permit the construction of a 6.5’ tall open fence on an 
existing revetment in accordance with the plans submitted. 

 
 3.6 Introduction of Ordinance #2020-O-64 amending the Zoning Ordinance of 

2014 to change how vacant commercial tenant spaces are regulated in the 
Village’s residential zoning districts. 

 
 FINANCE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.7 Approval of the October 2020 Disbursement Report. 
 
 3.8 Introduction of Ordinance #2020-O-50 adopting the Fiscal Year 2021 

Annual Budget. 
 
 3.9 Introduction of Ordinance  #2020-O-51 amending the Wilmette Village Code 

(Chapter 26 Sewer and Water Facilities). 
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 ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
   
 3.10 Presentation of minutes from the Environmental & Energy Commission 

meeting held on August 20, 2020. 
 
 3.11 Recommendation of appointment of Didier Glattard to the Zoning Board of 

Appeals.   
 
 3.12 Adoption of Resolution #2020-R-40 extending the Declaration of 

Emergency affecting the public health and wellbeing due to the outbreak of 
COVID-19 Virus. 

 
 3.13 Adoption of Resolution #2020-R-41 approving a First Amendment to the 

Ground Lease Agreement between the Village of Wilmette and VB-S1 
Assets, LLC. 

 
 MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.14 Approval of a one-year contract extension at the unit prices set forth in the 

proposal dated October 26, 2020, with Lucas Landscaping and Design Co., 
Deerfield, Illinois, for parkway tree pruning and demand hourly services. 

 
 3.15 Adoption of Resolution #2020-R-43 authorizing the Village Manager to 

execute permit applications on behalf of the Village. 
 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.16 Approval of a contract in the amount of $66,401.49 with Zoll Medical 

Corporation, Chelmsford, Massachusetts, for the purchase of three (3) X 
Series Manual Monitor/Defibrillators.   

 
 3.17 Approval of a contract in the amount $245,268 with Air One Equipment, Inc., 

South Elgin, Illinois, for the purchase of firefighting self-contained breathing 
apparatus (SCBA). 

 
 JUDICIARY COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.18 Introduction of Ordinance #2020-O-52 decreasing the number of Class C-

B liquor licenses. 
 
 The motion was seconded by Trustee Dodd.  Voting yes:  Trustees Sullivan, 

Barrow, Dodd, Kurzman, Kennedy, Plunkett and President Bielinski.  Voting no:  
none.  The motion carried. 

 
4.0 REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 
 4.1 Introduction of Didier Glattard who is recommended for appointment to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals.   
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  President Bielinski introduced Didier Glattard, who is recommended to be 

appointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Mr. Glattard thanked the Village 
for recommending him to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  He said he has 
lived in Wilmette since 1992.  He said he is an architect with a Master’s 
Degree in Architecture from the University of Illinois and has worked for 
some big firms like Lucien Lagrange and Skidmore, Owings & Merrill.  He 
has also worked for Walgreens as a manager and also vice president in 
their real estate division.  He said throughout his career he has had 
experience with planning and zoning boards and is excited about this 
opportunity.  He said he has always enjoyed being on the other side of the 
Zoning Board trying to get deals approved and is looking forward to working 
with Wilmette. 

 
  President Bielinski said he is very excited about Mr. Glattard’s retail 

development experience as well as his architectural background.  He said 
Mr. Glattard’s appointment will be on the November 24 Village Board 
agenda. 

 
  Village Manager Mike Braiman said the Village conducted an advisory 

referendum on the retail sale of cannabis. He said the preliminary, 
uncertified vote is 56% are in favor of the sale and 44% are opposed.  He 
said this doesn’t change the current moratorium on the sale of recreational 
cannabis, which extends through summer of 2021.  He said the Village 
Board will discuss this matter in early 2021.   

 
  Mr. Braiman said that Engineering & Public Works Director Brigitte Berger-

Raish and project team for the Neighborhood Storage Project held a 
meeting with the Wilmette Park District and received final approval on the 
construction plans for Hibbard Park.  He said this is the next big hurdle 
before beginning construction in early 2021 and congratulated Ms. Berger 
and the construction team.   

 
  Mr. Braiman then said at the Pumpkin Pitch event, co-hosted with Go Green 

Wilmette, 1,240 pumpkins were deposited for composting.  He thanked Go 
Green Wilmette and all the residents that participated.  

 
  There was no report from Corporation Counsel Jeffrey Stein. 
 
  President Bielinski then reminded everyone about the Veterans Day 

ceremony to be held on Wednesday, November 11, 2020 at 11 a.m. 
   
5.0 REPORT OF LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSIONER 
 
  There was no report. 
 
6.0 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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 6.1 LAND USE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 All items listed on the Consent Agenda. 
 

 6.2 FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 All items listed on the Consent Agenda. 
 
 6.3 ADMINISTRATION STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
  6.31 Discussion of Business Assistance Grant Program – Restaurants 
 
  Assistant Village Manager Erik Hallgren gave a presentation 

(PowerPoint attached) on the Business Assistance Grant Programs, 
which were implemented to provide short-term financial relief due to 
the impact experienced as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  He 
said there was a Sales Tax Business Assistance Program, which 
was approved March 24 and provided 0.50 percent of sales tax back 
to eligible businesses.  He said there was also a Service Business 
Assistance Program, which was approved April 14, and provided a 
share of a business’s revenue back to them.   

 
  Mr. Hallgren discussed the program budgets and said that currently, 

there are remaining funds in each; $156,602 in the sales tax grant 
Program and $98,032 in the service grant program.  He said grant 
payments totaling $218,397 were made in the sales tax grant 
program and $57,967 in the service grant program.  He said 
currently, there is approximately $254,635 remaining between the 
two programs for future grant payments.   

 
  He gave a program update stating the last grant payment that was 

processed in July and since the pandemic began, the State of Illinois 
has implemented the Restore Illinois Plan, which was amended in 
July to include mitigation programs in case different regions met 
different threshold criteria like increased hospitalizations and case 
positivity.  He said currently, the Village of Wilmette’s region (Region 
10) has had new restrictions put in place due to those increases 
mentioned above.  Mr. Hallgren said specific mitigations that have 
been put in place are no indoor dining or bar service, outdoor dining 
and bar service will be allowed until 11 p.m., tables must be 6 feet 
apart, in-person gatherings are limited to 25 people or less and 
indoor gatherings are limited to 25% room capacity.   

 
  Mr. Hallgren said these new mitigations really impact the restaurant 

sector, and there were no significant mitigations for other business 
sectors within the community.   

 
  Mr. Hallgren said as a result, staff has come up with 3 options for the 

grant assistance program, which would be applicable to restaurants 
only and would only be triggered if mitigation requirements extend 
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beyond four weeks.  He said applications would begin to be accepted 
November 25, 2020, if the mitigations remain in place.  He said 
Option 1 would be to replicate the original sales tax rebate program 
(estimated value of $169,249), Option 2 would be to increase the 
original sales tax rebate program by a quarter percent (estimated 
value of $253,873) and Option 3 would be to distribute funds equally 
amongst restaurants (estimated value for a potential 37 applications 
of $254,634).  He said that staff is in favor of Option 1, as flexibility 
could be maintained if future restrictions affect other sectors.   

 
  Mr. Hallgren discussed the rules of the program stating the prior rules 

for the grant programs will apply; businesses must have a Wilmette 
business license, must not have permanently ceased operations, 
must generate sales tax between $500 and $75,000, must not be a 
part of a chain, franchise, private club or home occupation and must 
have suffered a minimum 15% decrease from October 28 to the time 
of application compared to same timeframe in 2019.  He said there 
are two new rules; 50% of primary sales must be from restaurant or 
bar service and they must provide indoor dining service.   

 
  President Bielinski said he feels we are in a similar position to where 

we were in March and April with the numbers going up and 
Washington still getting its act together.  He said if the numbers 
continue, it seems likely that some form of aid will come from 
Washington, but we do not know when.  He said these small amounts 
will not save any businesses but could extend the runway until 
programs bigger in size and magnitude can come in.  He said if you 
look at Illinois numbers, we are well beyond last March in terms of 
new cases.  He said the New York Times has excellent coverage on 
COVID cases as well as the Illinois Department of Public Health 
website.   

 
  Trustee Kurzman said he looked at Option 3 and saw the potential 

number of restaurants to be 37, but the agenda materials listed only 
27.  He asked for clarification on this point.  Mr. Hallgren said there 
were originally 27 businesses that received a grant but that there 
have been new businesses that have opened since then that are now 
potentially eligible.  He also said staff identified several restaurants 
that were eligible during the first wave, but they did not apply, so 
these businesses are potential recipients as well.  Trustee Kurzman 
said it seems there are 5 restaurants not accounted for. Mr. Hallgren 
said there are 5 not listed, as they don’t have specifics on those at 
this time. 

 
  President Bielinski said to clarify, there are restaurants not on the list 

because they did not apply for grants the first time and they are not 
new.  He said just to list everyone, they are included in the 37.  Mr. 
Hallgren concurred. 
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  Trustee Plunkett asked how much grant money was spent on 

restaurants alone the last round of payments.  Mr. Hallgren said it 
was just over $140,000 to 27 restaurants.  Trustee Plunkett asked if 
going with Option 1, would we get close to the full amount of 
$169,249.  Mr. Hallgren said we would be between the $140,000 and 
$170,000 based upon the several new restaurants that have opened 
up.  Trustee Plunkett then asked how the 15% loss is calculated for 
the one-month timeframe.  She asked if a restaurant had done very 
well in late fall due to favorable weather and didn’t hit the 15% mark, 
but by the end of December is experiencing difficulty, can they apply 
then?  Mr. Hallgren said if they were to apply at a later date and had 
experienced the 15% loss relative to last year, they would be eligible.  
He said the prior application process was not shut down when 
Wilmette moved into the different phases.  He said the application 
period was extended through the phases. 

 
  President Bielinski said to Trustee Plunkett’s point, the weather has 

been extremely favorable, so some restaurants may have done very 
well in November.  He said it’s possible they could be impacted in 
December and could apply at that time.  Mr. Hallgren concurred.   

 
  Trustee Plunkett asked what protections are built in.  She said with 

conditions being tenuous, what happens if a grant is awarded and a 
business closes a month later.  President Bielinski said there were 
limitations on what the money could be spent on.  Mr. Hallgren 
concurred and said the money would need to be used to pay 
suppliers or payroll.  He said they couldn’t use the money for rent 
purposes.  He said if a business were to go out of business 
immediately after receiving a grant, there is a claw back provision; 
however, that has not been something they’ve needed to do thus far.   

 
  President Bielinski said there was a stipulation that a business 

couldn’t be permanently closed.  He said the stipulation was that the 
business had to have a plan to reopen.  Mr. Hallgren concurred. 

 
  Trustee Dodd asked if we have any parameters on when the program 

would end.  She asked if it would end when we allow restaurants to 
go back to indoor dining.  Mr. Hallgren concurred and said that would 
be a fair timeframe. President Bielinski said last time, staff came to 
the Board with the request to shut down the grant program and the 
Board agreed.  Mr. Hallgren agreed and said just as before, 
individual grant expenditures would be approved at each Board 
meeting with the question to end the program at some point.  Trustee 
Dodd asked if it was Wilmette’s intent to continue the program until 
the Governor allowed indoor dining again.  Mr. Hallgren said that is 
correct. 
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  Trustee Dodd then said it’s the Board’s goal to make sure this 
program is helping the restaurants impacted by not being able to 
have indoor dining.  She asked if one table constitutes indoor dining.  
Mr. Hallgren said if they were primarily a pickup business last year 
and they continue to be a pickup business this year, they could 
potentially not meet the 15% decline in revenue.  He said if their 
business model hasn’t changed, they should not see that decrease 
year over year.  Trustee Dodd said there are a few restaurants on 
the list that are mostly pickup.  President Bielinski said the sushi 
businesses are an example. 

 
  Village Manager Braiman said we could look at making a stipulation 

that a certain percentage of sales must be related to indoor dining.  
He said the intent is not to aid a business whose primary component 
is carryout with ancillary indoor dining service.  President Bielinski 
said this would be tough for some businesses to differentiate.  Mr. 
Braiman said the number of tables could be the parameter.  Trustee 
Dodd asked if utilizing whether they have a liquor license would be a 
good gauge.  President Bielinski said not everyone has a liquor 
license.  Trustee Dodd said she just wants to focus on the 
restaurants who have been impacted by the ban on indoor dining.  

 
  President Bielinski used Irving’s as an example saying that their 

indoor dining was shut down prior so this new level of mitigation 
would not affect them.  Trustee Dodd said she just wanted 
clarification of what indoor dining means.  President Bielinski said 
this is a good point and to let staff consider what indoor dining is.  Mr. 
Braiman said to President Bielinski’s point, there are restaurants who  
have the ability to have indoor dining but have left theirs closed over 
the summer and asked if they would be eligible.  He said their 
business model has not changed since the mitigation orders, but they 
are obviously affected by the pandemic.  He asked for direction from 
the Board before implementing the program.  President Bielinski said 
there is a difference between a sushi place that has never had indoor 
table service and a place like Irving’s who has in the past had indoor 
dining.  Trustee Plunkett said a restaurant like The Depot, who made 
a choice not to have indoor dining for safety reasons, should be 
included, as the pandemic is the reason they shut down the indoor 
dining.  She said it was not a change in their business model.   

 
  Trustee Kennedy agreed with Trustee Plunkett’s point that 

restaurants who have chosen to shut down indoor dining as a 
precautionary measure should not be penalized.  President Bielinski 
said he agreed.  Trustee Kennedy said this is a good time to remind 
the community that everyone needs to be conscious about their own 
social activities.  President Bielinski concurred.  He said he has been 
on some conference calls with the Mayor of the City of Chicago and 
other municipal mayors, and it seems that in 2/3 of cases where 
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contact tracing has been done, people know exactly where they got 
it.  He said most can trace their exposure to indoor gatherings and 
not practicing social distancing or wearing a mask.  Trustee Kennedy 
said not being careful in a small private setting doesn’t only affect 
those present, it affects the entire community.  She said in the spirit 
of community support, everyone should be cognizant of their 
behavior on that regard.  President Bielinski agreed. 

 
  Trustee Sullivan agreed with Trustee Kennedy about not penalizing 

the businesses who have been very cautious and closed their indoor 
dining.  He went on to say that this next round of grants will be a 
lifeline but not a lifesaver.  He said he supports staff using the 
program at their discretion.   

 
  Trustee Barrow asked about the restaurants on the list that have just 

been added and don’t have sales tax numbers yet.  He said he would 
expect Sophia’s to be one of the larger numbers, perhaps the largest.  
He asked if there was a way to address this at a time when we have 
a better handle on what this is really likely to involve financially.  He 
said he doesn’t have a problem with the concept, but with the 
approval of a program where there are a number of restaurants for 
which we don’t have numbers on.   

 
  Mr. Hallgren said they would look to see if there is any sales tax 

information from Sophia’s for their first month of operation.  He said 
they can possibly do what they did for other restaurants where they 
took numbers from one period and extrapolated those out.  He said 
the same methodology could be utilized.  He said figures for Sophia’s 
and Carlos & Carlos may be diluted since they were never able to 
operate at full capacity. 

 
  Trustee Barrow said the estimated values don’t include Sophia’s or 

Carlos & Carlos.  Mr. Hallgren said they estimated $2,900 of sales 
based upon the average of everyone they distributed grants to.  He 
said they understand that given the list of potential recipients, some 
will be above and some significantly below that value.  He said staff 
feels that roughly $3,000 would be enough to cover, but he said there 
is a little bit of room to make up potential differences since Nick’s 
closed.  He said he feels staff is setting the threshold high enough so 
they won’t run out of funds before the end of the program.   

 
  President Bielinski said in no event would they go above the 

previously approved total amount of $531,000.   
 
  Trustee Dodd asked what was being approved; to spend $170,000 

or $250,000.  President Bielinski said it was his understanding that 
there was no vote tonight, as the Board had already approved these 
funds.  He said this is staff running through a new way to utilize funds 
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that were already approved.  He said the expenditure of this money 
was already approved, and some of the money was distributed.  
Trustee Dodd asked if the Board needed to approve the next round 
of payments.  President Bielinski said he didn’t think so since the 
expenditure of the total amount was approved.  He said the grant 
program was not cancelled before it was entirely spent; it was held 
in a holding pattern in case another round of payments was 
necessary.   

 
  Mr. Braiman said if we are getting data from the new businesses that 

would cause us to go well over our projections, staff would come 
back to the Board to discuss.  He said those rules for the new 
restaurants will be something to work through as data becomes 
available.  He said that neither restaurant that opened during the 
pandemic have been operating at full capacity; therefore, their sales 
tax numbers will be lower than anticipated even though they appear 
to be very successful restaurants.   

 
  Corporation Counsel Jeffrey Stein said that the resolution approved 

on the Consent Agenda does allow for the expenditure of up to 
$254,000, which is essentially the balance of the original $500k+ 
approved.   

 
  President Bielinski asked if there would be a vote or was this 

incorporated into the emergency declaration.  Mr. Stein said this is 
the next level of authorization to create new rules on spending this 
previously approved money.  He said this was done through a 
resolution, as there are new administrative rules to implement with 
this round of grants.   

 
  Mr. Braiman said staff intends to work within the guidelines of the 

Board and has no intention of spending the entire $531,000.  He said 
they will get these restaurant grants processed if that is the will of the 
Board and then any future grants would come before the Board for 
further discussion.   

 
  President Bielinski asked if staff will come back to the Board for 

retroactive report and approval as was done in the past with the grant 
payments.  Mr. Hallgren concurred. 

 
  Trustee Dodd asked if a restaurant is not complying with the 

Governor’s order, do they still qualify.  President Bielinski asked if 
there have been any cases where restaurants were in non-
compliance.  Mr. Stein said he has not received any complaints to 
that end.  He said that it will be built into the administrative rules that 
the restaurant must comply with state and county rules.   

 
  President Bielinski called for public comment on this topic.   
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  There was no public comment. 
 
  Trustee Dodd said anything that we can do for the restaurants is 

important, and she hopes they are appreciative of what has been 
done before.  She asked if staff should wait until the next Board 
meeting to implement the program to see if things get better and the 
Governor releases some of the restrictions that would allow 
restaurants to go back to indoor dining.  She said her concern is that 
if that happens, the Board has spent $170,000 on businesses for 4 
weeks of restrictions around indoor dining.  She added that it’s 
probably less than four full weeks since we have had such nice 
weather for the last 10 days.  She asked what the rush is to approve 
this right now.  She said she wants to support businesses but thinks 
we should take a wait and see approach to the next two weeks.   

 
  President Barrow said he concurs with Trustee Dodd and that it feels 

like it’s been rushed.  He said he would like to see how the next 
several weeks play out to see what happens with the restaurants and 
our local health.  He said he thinks there is no real harm in waiting a 
brief period of time to be sure we are spending this money in a way 
that’s really needed. 

 
  President Bielinski pointed out that we are waiting until November 

25, which is two weeks from the present.  He said the next Board 
meeting is November 24.  He said no money will be expended before 
the next Board meeting and if people have concerns, staff can 
address them and put it on the agenda to revisit.  He asked how long 
the process takes for applicants.  Mr. Hallgren said we had 
applications within the first week last round.  He said businesses are 
now familiar with the process, so the timing would be pretty quick.  
President Bielinski said his concern is that the last meeting for the 
year is December 8 so the Board needs to decide by then.   

 
  Trustee Barrow said his sense is that he would rather make up his 

mind later rather now than.  Trustee Dodd agreed and said she felt 
the same.  President Bielinski said he would be willing to wait 2 
weeks but didn’t feel it should wait until December.   

 
  Trustee Plunkett said we don’t know how long this will last.  She said 

she would feel horrible if something happened and we didn’t try to do 
something.  She asked is there a possibility of staggering the 
payments over a two month time span to see if the Executive Order 
is changed.  President Bielinski said that is a good idea.  He said that 
no funds were scheduled to be expended before the 25th of 
November and there is a busy Board meeting coming up.  He said 
we could make it so that the first payment after application would be 
for half the total amount and then the other half goes out a few weeks 
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later assuming there are no changes in circumstances.  He said he 
is worried about the state getting worse and having more restrictions 
put in place.  He said we are worse off than we were in March and 
April when Governor Pritzker issued a stay-at-home order.   

 
  Trustee Dodd said she doesn’t disagree and said she thinks the final 

decision should be made at the November 24 Board meeting.  She 
said it won’t be a long discussion and she just wants to make the 
right decision.  President Bielinski said if a Trustee has a concern 
over the next two weeks, they can raise it and it will be placed on the 
agenda.  If staff doesn’t hear from the Trustees prior to the next 
meeting, we will go with what was approved originally.  He said this 
a collaborative process with staff.   

 
  Trustee Kurzman asked Trustees Dodd and Barrow if they are 

prognosticating that mitigation efforts will be discontinued and 
therefore these efforts are potentially superfluous.   

 
  Trustee Barrow said no, he is certainly not.  He said President 

Bielinski is probably right that we are heading into a worse scenario 
rather than better.  He said he just wants to move slowly regarding 
further expenditure of these retail support funds.  He said he 
understands the importance and value that our restaurants have, but 
he would like to see more refined numbers reflecting both Sophia 
and Carlos & Carlos.  He said he feels he is being asked to decide 
with incomplete information. 

 
  President Bielinski said we would need to wait for businesses to 

apply, which would be weeks after the approval.  He said in the 
scheme of things, the biggest number on the list is Pescadero and 
Convito at $16,000 and $14,000.  He reiterated what Mr. Braiman 
said about if there is an eyepopping number, staff will bring it to the 
Board before anything happens.  He said their expectation is that it 
won’t be.  He said when the program initially was launched, the 
review was done after the grant payment was made in order to get 
the funds out quickly.  He said the money has been allocated.  He 
said while we need to be responsible, this is a good use, and nothing 
will be paid out until after the next Board meeting.  He suggested 
leaving it as if a Trustee has a concern in the next few weeks, they 
can contact Mr. Braiman and it will be on the agenda.  He said if there 
is no concern and things don’t get any better, we will proceed with 
Option 1.   

 
  Trustee Sullivan said this puts Mr. Braiman and staff at a 

disadvantage since restaurants will be calling and asking if the 
program is moving forward leaving staff to say, “I don’t know.”  He 
said he is supportive of this program, as it’s an amount already 
approved and not all restaurants have done as well as they should 
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so it’s important to be able to utilize the $170,000 that is available 
today rather than using a wait and see approach.   He said this is not 
additional dollars being used and the Village is in a strong financial 
position to be able to assist these businesses who may face even 
worse challenges as the pandemic wears on, especially in light of the 
change in weather.  He said it’s important for staff to have definitive 
answers for the businesses. 

 
  Trustee Dodd said she believes there is uncertainty and that we are 

not headed in the right direction so far as the pandemic goes.  She 
went on to say that she also believes the Governor has received a 
lot of heat for what he has done so she isn’t sure what he will do in 
the next 3-4 weeks.  She said she would be surprised if he changed 
some things, but we don’t know.  She said more information is helpful 
and if a restaurant is going to ask about the state of the program, 
staff can tell them a definitive answer will be made on the 24th.  She 
said it doesn’t impact the restaurants because no money was going 
to be expended before then anyway.  She said staff has done an 
incredible job in processing the grants relatively quick, so she doesn’t 
foresee that as an issue. 

 
  President Bielinski said ignoring the timing for a moment, he asked 

if everyone is comfortable with the concept of Option 1, extending 
the same amount to the restaurants that qualify for a total estimated 
amount of $170,000.  Trustees Sullivan, Plunkett, Kurzman and 
Kennedy were in support.  Trustee Kennedy said she is in full support 
of going full steam ahead and not waiting, as she doesn’t believe the 
pandemic is going to get any better.   

 
  President Bielinski then asked who was in support of moving forward.  

Trustee Sullivan and Kurzman said they were comfortable in 
proceeding now.  Trustee Kurzman said while he doesn’t have super 
strong conviction, he feels like we know where the pandemic is going 
and this isn’t new policy, so to move forward is prudent.  Trustee 
Plunkett said it wasn’t going great before this order to close the 
indoor dining so it’s not like restaurants were able to get back to 
where they should be.  She said she feels they have been behind 
since the pandemic started.  She said she doesn’t feel we will know 
anything more or different in two weeks.  She said she agrees with 
Trustee Dodd that the Governor has taken a lot of heat, but we have 
earmarked this money for restaurants already.  She said they have 
not been able to operate normally since this all began so she thinks 
this a good thing to do for them.  She said to signal to the restaurants 
that the Village supports them is a positive. 

 
  President Bielinski said even if Governor Pritzker says indoor dining 

is okay again, given the case numbers, he doesn’t see indoor dining 
going back to the normal level.  Trustee Kennedy said the promise 
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of utilizing the tents has also evaporated so she thinks the 
restaurants are looking at some pretty bleak months ahead. 

 
  President Bielinski said it looks like there is support to move ahead 

and communicate this even though voiced concerns are understood.   
 
  Trustee Barrow said that after listening to everyone, he can give 

support to moving forward now in light of the fact that the pandemic 
curve does not appear to be flattening and two weeks will probably 
not bring much to light in the way of improving Executive Orders or 
case numbers. He said it’s important to support our local restaurants 
so he is on board with moving ahead now.   

 
  President Bielinski said no funds will be spent before the next Board 

meeting so if something comes up in between now and then, it can 
be addressed in the Village Manager’s report.  He said the 
restaurants knowing they are being supported is important and 
communicating the intent to implement another round of grant 
payments is important so that they can be ready to apply when it’s 
time. 

 
  Trustee Barrow said let’s get the ball rolling. 
 
  Mr. Braiman said he had the direction needed and that the 

emergency declaration is on the Consent Agenda, but if at any time 
developments occur that require discussion, it can be pulled from 
Consent.  He said they will finalize the rules and clarify the new 
restaurant numbers and get the program ready for implementation. 

 
 6.4 MUNICIPAL SERVICES STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 All items listed on the Consent Agenda. 
 
 6.5 PUBLIC SAFETY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT  
  All items listed on the Consent Agenda.  
 
 6.6 JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT  
  All items listed on the Consent Agenda. 
 
 6.7 REPORTS FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEES  
  There were no reports. 
 
7.0 NEW BUSINESS 
  
 There was no new business. 
 
8.0 ADJOURNMENT 
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Trustee Sullivan moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:53 p.m., seconded by Trustee 
Kennedy.  Voting yes:  Trustees Sullivan, Barrow, Dodd, Kurzman, Kennedy, 
Plunkett and President Bielinski.  Voting no:  none.  The motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Norwood 
Deputy Village Clerk 



Restaurant Business Assistance Grant 
Program

NOVEMBER 10, 2020



Program History
◦Two programs were previously approved to combat 
the economic impact of COVID-19

◦Provide short-term relief to businesses impacted by 
business restrictions
◦Sales Tax Business Assistance Program

◦Approved March 24

◦Service Business Assistance Program

◦Approved April 14



Program Budget

Budget Grants Remaining

Sales Tax Grant $375,000 $218,397.65 $156,602.35

Service Grant $156,000 $57,967.13 $98,032.87

TOTALS $531,000 $276,364.78 $254,635.22



Program Update
◦Last grant disbursement for previous programs was July

◦Restore Illinois Plan 
◦Adopted by Governor on May 5

◦Wilmette and other regions moved to Phase 4 in June 

◦State plan was amended to include COVID-19 mitigations
◦Adopted July 15

◦Region 10 (Suburban Cook County) had new restrictions put in 
place on October 28



Mitigation Plan
◦Put in place due to sustained increases in positivity rates and 
hospital admissions

◦Mitigation requirements include:
◦ No indoor dining or bar service

◦ Outdoor dining and bar service permitted until 11 p.m.

◦ Tables must be six feet apart

◦ In-person gatherings limited to 25 individuals

◦ Indoor gatherings limited to 25% room capacity

Restrictions have most significant impact on Village’s restaurant sector



Restaurant Assistance Program
◦ Grant program would be triggered if mitigation requirements extend 
beyond  four weeks – November 25
◦ Option #1
◦ Replicate original sales tax rebate program for restaurants only
◦ Estimated Value of $169,249

◦ Option #2
◦ Increase original sales tax rebate program by ¼  of 1 percent for restaurants only
◦ Estimated Value of $253,873

◦ Option #1
◦ Distributed funds equally amongst restaurants; potential 37 applicants 
◦ Estimated Value of $254,634

Option #1 is recommended to maintain flexibility if there are future 
restrictions for other sectors



Program Rules
Prior Rules 

◦ Have and maintain Wilmette business licenses

◦ Must not have permanently ceased operations 

◦ Must generate sales tax between $500 and $75,000

◦ Shall not be part of a chain (4 units); franchise, private club, or home 
occupation

◦ Must have suffered a minimum 15% decrease from October 28 to time of 
application compared to same timeframe in 2019

New Rules 

◦ 50% of primary sales must be from restaurant or bar service

◦ Must provide indoor dining service
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