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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, ILLINOIS, BROADCAST ONLY 
(VILLAGE HALL CLOSED DUE TO THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S DELCARATION 

OF LOCAL DISASTER AND PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY ORDER) 
ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2021 AT 7:30 P.M. 

 

President Bielinski called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. 
  
1.0 ROLL CALL 

President: Bob Bielinski 
 
Trustees: Daniel Sullivan 
 Peter Barrow  
 Kathy Dodd 
 Joel Kurzman 
 Senta Plunkett 
 
Absent: Gina Kennedy 

 
Staff Present: Michael Braiman, Village Manager 
 Erik Hallgren, Assistant Village Manager 
 Jeffrey Stein, Assistant Village Manager/Corporation Counsel 
 John Adler, Community Development Director 
 Brigitte Berger-Raish, Engineering & Public Works Director 
 Benjamin Wozney, Fire Chief 
 Robert Brill, Deputy Fire Chief 
 Peter Skiles, Administrative Services Director 
 Dan Manis, Village Engineer 
 
Guests Present: Jacque Hendrickson, Civiltech Engineering, Inc. 
 Heather Schady, Active Transportation Alliance 
 

President Bielinski explained the Village Board meeting was being broadcast live via the 
use of Microsoft Teams in order to comply with the shelter in place order issued by 
Governor JB Pritzker. 
 
2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 There was no public comment. 
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3.0 CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Trustee Dodd moved to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
 3.1 Approval of minutes from the Regular Board meeting held on January 26, 

2021. 
 
 LAND USE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
   
 3.2 Approval of Temporary Use Permit #2021-TU-02 to allow Walker Brothers 

Original Pancake House to construct three temporary tents at 153 Green 
Bay Road from March 1 through December 1, 2021, for the purpose of 
serving dining patrons. 

 
 3.3 REQUEST TO TABLE TO THE FEBRUARY 23, 2021 REGULAR VILLAGE 

BOARD MEETING - Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2020-Z-31, 
1174 Michigan Avenue, regarding a request for a 5.54’ fence height 
variation to permit the construction of a 6.5’ tall open fence on an existing 
revetment in accordance with the plans submitted. 

 
3.4 REQUEST TO TABLE TO THE MARCH 9, 2021 REGULAR VILLAGE 

BOARD MEETING - Plan Commission Report, Cases #2020-P-01 and 
#2020-SZC-02, 56 Indian Hill Road and 39 Locust Road, regarding a 
request for the rezoning from R to R1-C and the annexation of the north 
portions of 39 Locust Road and 56 Indian Hill Road that are currently in 
unincorporated Cook County, in accordance with the plans submitted. 

 
 FINANCE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
   
 3.5 Approval of the January 2021 Disbursement Report. 
 
 ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
   
 3.6 Notice of vacancy on the Plan Commission due to the resignation of Jeffrey 

Head.  
 
 3.7 Appointment of Bruce Davidson to the Environmental and Energy 

Commission from February 9, 2021 to February 9, 2024. 
 
 3.8 Appointment of Swathi Mothkur to the Human Relations Commission from 

February 9, 2021 to February 9, 2024. 
 
 3.9 Appointment of Malaika Myers to the Human Relations Commission from 

February 9, 2021 to February 9, 2024. 
 
 3.10 Appointment of Mark Teasdale to the Human Relations Commission from 

February 9, 2021 to February 9, 2024. 



02/09/2021  Approved 02/23/2021 

 

 3  
 

 
 3.11 Appointment of Ann Dronen to the Human Relations Commission from 

February 9, 2021 to February 9, 2023. 
 
 3.12 Appointment of Van Gilmer to the Human Relations Commission from 

February 9, 2021 to February 9, 2023. 
 
 
 3.13 Appointment of Eric Hellige to the Human Relations Commission from 

February 9, 2021 to February 9, 2023. 
  
 3.14 Adoption of Resolution #2021-R-11 extending the Declaration of 

Emergency affecting the public health and wellbeing due to the outbreak of 
COVID-19 Virus. 

 
 3.15 Approval of a five-year contract in an amount not-to-exceed $271,370 with 

Comcast Enterprise Services, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for managed 
ethernet network services. 

 
 MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.16 Adoption of Resolution #2021-R-10 approving a rider to the 

Intergovernmental Snow Removal Agreement. 
 
 3.17 Approval of a contract in an amount not-to-exceed $133,308 with RHMG, 

Mundelein, Illinois, for Owner’s Representative Services associated with the 
Central Avenue and Downtown Streetscape Project. 

 
 3.18 Approval of a contract in the amount not-to-exceed $134,619 with Currie 

Motors Fleet, Frankfort, Illinois, to purchase two Ford truck chassis (F450), 
one Ford Transit van and one Police utility interceptor (hybrid). 

 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
   
 3.19 Approval of a five-year contract in the amount not-to-exceed $138,242.08 

with AT&T Corp., Bedminster, New Jersey, for annual hardware and 
software maintenance. 

 
 3.20 Adoption of Resolution #2021-R-8 approving an Intergovernmental 

Agreement between the Village of Wilmette and the Village of Winnetka to 
use fire training tower. 

 
 JUDICIARY COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 3.21 Introduction of Ordinance #2021-O-10 decreasing the number of Class M-

1 Liquor Licenses. 
 
 The motion was seconded by Trustee Sullivan.  Voting yes:  Trustees Sullivan, 
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Barrow, Dodd, Kurzman, Plunkett and President Bielinski.  Voting no:  none.  
Absent:  Trustee Kennedy.  The motion carried. 

  
4.0 REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 
 4.1 Adoption of Resolution #2021-R-14 commemorating the contributions of 

Fire Chief Benjamin Wozney. 
 
  President Bielinski read a resolution commemorating retiring Fire Chief 

Benjamin Wozney’s contributions to the Village of Wilmette.  He then said 
Chief Wozney is one of the many dedicated staff members the Village of 
Wilmette is lucky to have.  He then opened the floor to the Trustees. 

 
  Trustee Kurzman said as Chair of the Public Safety Committee, he has had 

the pleasure of working with Chief Wozney and it was a total privilege to do 
so.  He said he has many of his most memorable moments as Trustee with 
Chief Wozney.  He talked about when he was newly elected and at his first 
Public Safety Meeting as chair where there was a room full of concerned 
residents about high rise fire safety.  He said Chief Wozney kept his head 
under pressure so well and he felt very comfortable from the start even in 
that difficult circumstance.  His calm demeanor and thorough preparation 
for the meeting was evident and he could tell the residents respected him.  
He went on to say he attended some meetings in other municipalities, and 
he has seen how much respect there is for Chief Wozney.  He said at one 
such meeting, they were called away due to a fire.  Trustee Kurzman said 
what he saw was concentration and determination heading into the 
unknown which is simply how it is every day for people in uniform.  He said 
it was nice to be able to observe this in action.  He said it all ended with 
Chief Wozney driving by to let his son know he was okay.  He said this is 
part and parcel of what people in uniform go through.  He said it has been 
a privilege and he will appreciate the memento Chief Wozney gave him 
when he first started for years to come. 

 
  Trustee Dodd said she is sad to see Chief Wozney leave but is excited for 

the new opportunity Chief Wozney has.  She said she also has had the 
opportunity to work with Chief Wozney on the Public Safety Committee and 
specifically on the high rise fire safety issue.  She said she has a daughter 
with significant medical issues and has had to call 9-1-1 over the years, and 
from the first time she met Chief Wozney through today, she is appreciative 
of all the work he has done.  She said she is very pleased with the Fire 
Department in general as a resident and with Chief Wozney on a 
professional level.  She thanked him for all he has done for her personally 
and professionally.  She said his contributions, especially during this 
pandemic, have been outstanding.  She said he will be missed. 

 
  Trustee Plunkett thanked Chief Wozney and said she appreciates his 

creative thinking and willingness to work with residents.  She said she 
knows how much work he has put into the pandemic and is sad he won’t be 
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here to see the fruits of his labor with the vaccine program.  She said she 
appreciates the work and collaboration with other communities that Chief 
Wozney put in to make that happen.  She said he will be missed, and it will 
be hard to fill his shoes. 

 
  Trustee Sullivan echoed all the earlier comments and said he got to know 

Chief Wozney personally while their kids played basketball and didn’t even 
know he was one of the leaders of Wilmette’s Fire Department until he 
walked into a meeting.  He said Chief Wozney has made a big impact and 
not many people can say that.  He said he has made a lasting impression 
on Wilmette.  He said it was tough coming in following other chiefs who built 
a premier fire department but that Chief Wozney was leaving it an even 
better place.  He said his work has been incredible, creating a wonderful 
department that residents can count on.  He said selfishly he is sad to see 
Chief Wozney go because he is a class act.   

 
  Trustee Barrow added that as a long-time resident, he knows that if he picks 

up the phone to dial 9-1-1, before he even puts the receiver down, he will 
hear the sirens.  He said that comes from leading and creating a department 
that provides the highest service and protection to our residents.  He 
congratulated Chief Wozney and said he would look for him at the beach.   

 
  Mr. Braiman said when Chief Wozney approached him to say he was 

retiring; he was sad for himself and the community, but he was also happy 
for him.  He said he has given 26 years to the department and the Village.  
He said he was a true leader.  He said he was thoughtful, pragmatic, mature, 
progressive and steady.  He said this was never more evident that during 
this past year.  He said when Chief Wozney asked for something from the 
Manager’s Office, I knew he was asking for the safety of employees, the 
community or to improve upon the services we provide. He said he 
delivered to our firefighters, paramedics and residents on a daily basis.  He 
said for those who know Ben well, he is too modest to talk about what he 
has accomplished, but he wanted to let the Board  know Chief Wozney 
single-handedly worked the entire month of December to secure COVID-19 
vaccines for all our firefighters and paramedics in our community and a 
neighboring community circumventing Cook County’s process that was  just 
taking too long.  He said he has led us to the precipice of a pilot vaccination 
program utilizing our local paramedics, which will help accelerate the rollout 
of vaccination efforts in Cook County.  He said this project will serve as a 
model for all of suburban Cook County as they work to expand access to 
the vaccine.  He said while these are only recent examples, there are so 
many more from his years as firefighter/paramedic, lieutenant and deputy 
chief.  He said he has made a huge difference in our community.  He then 
thanked Chief Wozney for all his contributions. 

 
  Trustee Kurzman made a motion to adoption Resolution #2021-R-14 

commemorating the contributions of Fire Chief Benjamin Wozney, 
seconded by Trustee Barrow. 
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  Voting yes:  Trustees Sullivan, Barrow, Dodd, Kurzman, Plunkett and 

President Bielinski.  Voting no:  none.  Absent:  Trustee Kennedy.  The 
motion carried. 

 
  Fire Chief Ben Wozney thanked the Board on behalf of the Fire Department 

and residents.  He said the Board has always provided the Department with 
the equipment and support they needed and it’s a rarity and is greatly 
appreciated by everyone in the ranks.  He also said the Board made an 
excellent choice in hiring Mike Braiman as Village Manager.  He said over 
this past year, there have been several conversations on the pandemic and 
their roles.  He compared it to building a plane while flying it.  He said if it 
wasn’t for Mr. Braiman’s leadership, they wouldn’t have been able to do 
what they’ve done.  He said he really appreciates that.  He said the senior 
staff is also great and he will miss the senior staff meetings.  He addressed 
the current and past firefighters saying he worked the beach as a lifeguard 
while he was in high school and college and that’s where he met some 
firefighters working there on their day off.  He said they were the ones who 
talked him into taking the test to become a firefighter.  He said he thanks 
them for putting him on the career path.  He said to current firefighters, he 
has nothing but respect for everything they do every day.  He said when the 
pandemic hit, no one stayed home, everyone constantly responded to calls 
and never complained.  He said this is greatly appreciated and he assured 
the Board they are in good hands to continue on.  Chief Wozney thanked 
his wife and kids.  He said he found an old commendation letter from 2007 
wherein he had worked three-days straight after a major storm had 
occurred.  He said his own home was without power for 4 days and his wife 
was 9-months pregnant with their youngest.  He said she made sure the 
generator was filled with gas to keep the house running and never 
complained once.  He said she rarely complained about his work schedule 
and he thanked his daughters for their support and understanding.  He said 
first responders miss a lot and he deeply appreciates the support he has 
always had from his family.  Chief Wozney then thanked everyone for their 
kind words saying it had been his honor to serve the Village for 26 years.  
He said he hopes to see everyone down at the beach. 

 
 Village Manager Mike Braiman said he wished to acknowledge the Public Works 

crews who have been working non-stop to keep the Village clean and clear of 
snow.  He said it’s very time consuming and takes them away from their families.  

 
 Mr. Braiman gave an update on the COVID-19 vaccine.  He said the website has 

been updated with links to hospitals, pharmacies and other venues where 
residents can look for and make appointments in Cook County other than the 
County website which can be cumbersome to use  He said information will be 
pushed out as it becomes available. 

 
 There was no report from Corporation Counsel Jeffrey Stein.   
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5.0 REPORT OF LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSIONER 
 
 There was no report. 
 
6.0 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 6.1 LAND USE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 All items listed on the Consent Agenda. 
 

 6.2 FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 All items listed on the Consent Agenda. 
 
 6.3 ADMINISTRATION STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  All items listed on the Consent Agenda. 
 
 6.4 MUNICIPAL SERVICES STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 6.41 Presentation of the Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan. 
 
  President Bielinski said there is no vote tonight, just a staff 

presentation with an opportunity for questions to staff and 
consultants. 

 
  Engineering & Public Works Director Brigitte Berger-Raish said 

tonight was just for discussion and that the vote would be taken at 
the next meeting.  She said this plan has been several years in the 
making.  She thanked the Village Board for funding it and the 
hundreds of community members, the Transportation Commission 
and the Municipal Services Commission who helped shape the final 
version.  She said building a multi-modal transportation plan in an 
urbanized, established community like Wilmette is challenging, but 
she believes the final plan strikes the right balance between 
providing a safe and inviting network while being sensitive to traffic 
needs, on-street parking and protecting the Village’s urban canopy.  
She said it is important to point out this is a concept plan and a 
beginning of the discussion.  She said implementation of specific 
initiatives and network components will require additional 
engineering, review and approval of the Transportation Commission, 
as well as Village Board review and approval of the spending.  She 
said there is a lot of work yet left to be done.   

 
  She then introduced consultants Jacque Hendrickson of Civiltech 

Engineering, Inc., and Heather Schady from the Active 
Transportation Alliance who would be giving a presentation 
(PowerPoint attached). 

 
  Ms. Hendrickson displayed a high-level diagram of the project 

timeline from the project’s start in May of 2018 to the current status. 
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  Heather Schady discussed the plan saying this was not a full-blown 

engineering study.  She said the plan provides a roadmap to help 
prioritize future products as opportunities come available such as 
grant funding or capital projects on roads that intersect with the plan.  
She said this is a concept-level plan with much left to be determined 
within each of the recommendations.  She said it provides a list of 
best practices and a menu of options.  She said many things that  
have been considered for specific roads can be implemented 
elsewhere in the Village if they are deemed appropriate.  Ms. Schady 
said the plan is not final and there is time for the community, staff 
and the Village Board to consider the recommendations as they 
move forward to be sure they are implemented in the best way 
possible. 

 
  Ms. Schady went on to say that there are many reasons to implement 

projects that benefit all modes of transportation, particularly walking 
and biking because they play an important role in a community.  She 
said there are many studies and data to enforce this, but the main 
ones include safety, cost effectiveness, economic development, 
equity, transportation, connectivity, social and environmental 
benefits.  She said this has been evident during the pandemic when 
more people have been out walking and biking.   

 
  She then gave an overview of the plan components and discussed 

the public engagement process.  She said the engagement process 
has been extensive, including 2 open houses, 5 focus groups, 3 
presentations at the Transportation Commission, online presence, 
the Village newsletter and electronic and written mailings.  She said 
in total 369 people submitted comments and 111 people used the 
interactive map online to identify areas they felt needed to be 
reviewed for safety and areas for improved access.  She said 91% 
of the comments came from Wilmette residents. 

 
  Ms. Schady then discussed the public engagement process stating 

the first phase was spent identifying priorities and hearing about 
people’s concerns regarding getting around the Village and what 
they’d like to see improved.  She said the most common threads 
were creating a multi-modal community that is context sensitive, 
safe, people focused and accessible.   

 
  She said the second phase was focused on draft recommendations, 

which were presented to the community in public meetings.  She said 
the feedback received in this phase was focused mainly on 
neighborhood and block level concerns, and the team heard about 
differing opinions on the best facility types, the desire for more 
treatments in more locations and much support for the 
recommended projects.   
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  Ms. Schady said in the third phase they met with the Transportation 

Commission to further clarify recommendations in the plan.  She said 
some specific items identified were bike share feasibility, education 
on encouragement initiatives and the process moving forward.  She 
said they also added an annual review of the plan by the 
Transportation Commission to ensure nothing changed and that 
projects were moving forward.   

 
  Ms. Hendrickson discussed the recommendations saying they were 

based on community feedback and an analysis of existing data 
related to crashes and roadway characteristics.  She said previous 
plans and Village policies were also reviewed as well as field biking 
and walking sessions being conducted.  She showed a slide 
depicting the impacts and tradeoffs the recommendations could have 
on safety, parking, traffic and the like.   

 
  Ms. Hendrickson said based on the first round of community 

feedback and existing conditions analysis, a Village-wide network of 
bike connections was recommended.  She said the idea was to find 
ways to connect everyone in the community to a bike path so they 
can get east to west, north to south and connect to  key destinations.  
She said a bicyclist comfort level was also considered and she 
showed a map of the different bike routes and their comfort level, 
which corresponds to the separation level for cyclists.  She said lower 
comfort levels would be areas where cyclists would  mix more with 
the traffic.  She gave some examples of the comfort levels saying the 
lowest level would include no bike infrastructure to the highest level 
which would be a trail or sidepath.  She said in some cases a 
feasibility study would need to be done to determine how to redesign 
certain roadways within the Village.   

 
  Ms. Hendrickson then discussed pedestrian destinations and 

barriers.  She said the top destinations were parks, schools, 
shopping, civic destinations and recreational facilities.  She said 
some of the barriers to consider would be sidewalk gaps, limited or 
difficult controlled crossings, lack of buffers between sidewalk and 
roadway and sidewalk obstructions and encroachments.   

 
  She then showed a map highlighting the pedestrian 

recommendations.  The map depicted the priority locations and 
design recommendations.   

 
  Ms. Hendrickson went on to display a slide showing the 

recommended pedestrian tools.  She also displayed a slide depicting 
an Edens Pedestrian Overpass/Underpass.  She said this is 
something that was a recurring comment/concern from the 
community feedback and would require a feasibility study. 
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  She went on to discuss the goals of the initiatives within the plan 

stating safety is the number one goal followed by education and 
encouragement, awareness, convenience and community.  She said 
when creating these initiatives, they looked at what was already 
happening in the Village and talked to community members. 

 
  Ms. Hendrickson said implementation would need to begin with a 

prioritization of the recommendations based on connectivity, agency 
coordination, safety and cost.  She said there are also several 
funding programs to consider for grant applications including the 
Illinois Department of Transportation, the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, Cook 
County, other nonprofit organizations and other agency grants. 

 
  She said the next step would be Board action at the next meeting on 

February 23, 2021.   
 
  President Bielinski called for comments and questions.   
 
  Trustee Plunkett asked for an example of how this plan would be 

used currently and in future decision making. 
 
  Ms. Berger-Raish said this plan was a huge step but that now staff 

has a lot of work to do to implement the plan.  She said the first thing 
to be done is in conjunction with development of the 5-year Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP).  She said they are going to take a look 
at all planned road, sewer and water projects and overlay the 
recommendations for bike and pedestrian improvements to see 
where they intersect so we can include that in the 5-year CIP.  She 
said they would be talking to State and County neighbors that have  
jurisdiction in Wilmette over State and County roads to see if we can 
partner with them on any of their future projects with our initiatives.  
She said they will also actively seek out grant opportunities to see 
what projects in Wilmette would be good fits for future grants.  She 
said for the next several months staff will take a look at all these 
areas.  She said she doesn’t think they will have it ready for this 
year’s CIP planning because they want to take it to the 
Transportation Commission and invite the community to comment on 
the five-year recommendations.  She said the timeline is to take it to 
the Board next year with the 5-year CIP recommendations.  She said 
this would be the Board’s opportunity to take a look at the schedule. 

 
  Trustee Dodd asked if the implementation prioritization could 

possibly change as the 5-year CIP plan is developed.   
 
  Ms. Berger-Raish said from a hierarchy perspective, the first priority 

will be to look at road projects and planned capital projects because 
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that will be easy to overlay and see where they intersect and then 
looking at other opportunities between State and County agencies.  
She said once that is flushed out, they will look at the implementation 
maps within the plan and pick out low-cost, high impact projects as 
the top priorities.  She said the multi-million overpass, tunnels or 
anything associated with large costs will  more than likely be grant 
funded and will take place several years down the road.   

 
  Trustee Barrow said he has been in touch with several of his cycling 

friends and their support for the plan is pretty consistent.  He said the 
plan reflects a comprehensive and thoughtful plan and there has 
been plenty of opportunity for community involvement.  He said his 
friends have questioned certain parts, but he didn’t think tonight was 
the time to get that deep into the weeds on those topics.  He said he 
certainly supports it as well as his active cyclist friends. 

 
  President Bielinski called for public comment on the topic. 
 
  Sander Ottes submitted a comment thanking Chief Wozney.  He then 

went on to ask if they could get a curb protected bike lane along 
Wilmette or Glenview Avenues to get from downtown Wilmette to the 
North Branch Trail.  Mr. Ottes then said he moved to Highland 
Avenue in 2020 and missed most of the discussion phase.  He said 
he grew up in the Netherlands where curb protected bike lanes are 
standard along “through” roads. 

 
  President Bielinski said Mr. Ottes’s questions have been included in 

the scope and recommendations of this plan with the decisions to be 
addressed and made by the Village Board down the road. 

 
  Ms. Berger-Raish concurred.   
 
  There was no further public comment on this topic. 
 
  President Bielinski said no vote would be taken until the next Board 

meeting and asked for any further comments from the Board. 
 
  Municipal Services Chair Trustee Sullivan said this is a concept plan 

which took a lot of work on behalf of employees, the community and 
Board members.  He commended the staff for leading us to this point 
as well as the consultants.  He said there was good discussion at 
Municipal Services to which he complimented Trustees Kennedy and 
Kurzman.  He said there was much participation and give and take 
on the topic.  He said this is an important plan to get into place given 
the challenge that we are a 150-year community.  He said this is a 
compilation of ideas and we will see where they go. 
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  Trustee Kurzman said he likes the retrofit of the plan to the Village.  
He said the Village was almost exclusively designed for cars, 
particularly in the western part of the Village.  He said he thinks 
younger and future residents will appreciate the efforts taken to 
evaluate how to make the community more friendly for bikes.  He 
said he thinks that is what homeowners will be demanding so he 
thinks the Board is doing the Village a good service by moving 
forward with this plan.  He said he agrees with Trustee Sullivan’s 
assessment of all the effort that has gone into the plan thus far and 
he is excited to have this opportunity moving forward. 

 
  President Bielinski thanked all the residents for their input. He said 

an ad  hoc committee of bicycle experts was created to help form the 
scope of the RFP and he thanked them for their efforts as well as the 
Transportation Commission and staff and consultants for their hard 
work.  He said this is a framework for future decisions.  He said on 
the 23rd the Board will not be voting on specific improvements and 
as the consultants and Ms. Berger-Raish said the plan isn’t final but 
creates a framework to assist in future decision making.  He said 
when the Board is addressing improvements to our infrastructure, 
the plan prompts us to consider active transportation improvements 
that can be made and be included as part of the project.  He said it’s 
necessary to complete the plan otherwise we will be making 
decisions in a vacuum without perspective on Village-wide impact. 
He said it’s great it has come to this point; it’s a beginning and not an 
end for the improvements to our infrastructure.  He said he 
appreciated the work of all who contributed to the plan. 

 
  Trustee Plunkett said she remembers when the idea of the plan was 

approved and put into the budget that grant funding was a factor in 
the approval to move forward with the plan.  She said this will allow 
us to seek those funding efforts.  She said there are items in the plan 
that we cannot afford, but it is a good start.  She said residents should 
know there are a lot of grants for pedestrian and cycling 
improvements.  She said it’s a hot topic right now and this plan will 
allow us to hopefully get a bite out of that apple.   

 
  Trustee Dodd agreed with all that was presented.  She said she is 

glad we have this plan and is excited to see what comes out of it.    
 
  President Bielinski thanked staff and the consultants for the 

presentation.   
 
  There was no further comments on the topic. 
 
 6.5 PUBLIC SAFETY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT  
  All items listed on the Consent Agenda. 
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6.6 JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
All items listed on the Consent Agenda. 

6.7 REPORTS FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
No reports. 

7.0 NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business. 

8.0 ADJOURNMENT 

Trustee Sullivan made a motion to adjourn the Village Board meeting at 8:40 p.m., 
seconded by Trustee Dodd. 

Voting  yes:  Trustees Sullivan, Barrow, Dodd, Kurzman, Plunkett and President 
Bielinski.  Absent:  Trustee Kennedy. Voting no:  none.  The motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Norwood 
Deputy Village Clerk 
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Bike Parking & Bike Share Guidance

Initiatives
Safety

Education/Encouragement

Awareness

Convenience

Community

Implementation
Project Prioritization and Phasing

Funding Resources

Planning-level Cost Estimates

Appendix
Wayfinding Signage Location Matrix

Impact Matrix

Detailed Prioritization Scores

The Table of Contents includes callout icons to highlight pedestrian and bicycle focused discussions

Page 3
In Wilmette Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan



How We Reached People

• In-Person
• Tabling at Summer Fest

• September 2018 Open 
House #1

• February 2019 Open 
House #2

• 5 Focus Groups

• Hosted office hours

• 3 Transportation 
Commission presentations 
(1 video conference)

• Online
• Project website
• Online comment form

• Online map

• Village newsletters
• Email distribution list

• In Writing
• Signage posted around 

Village

• Mailer

• On bike field work

• Reviewed surveys



Phase 1 and 2 Plan Participation

• 369 people submitted comments or attended 
an event

• 91% of plan participants live in the Village.

• 111 individuals put 465 points on the map

• Over 4,000 unique visitors to the project 
website since June 2018

91%

4%
4%

5%

Live in Wilmette Work in Wilmette

Live Elsewhere Did Not Disclose

Plan Participants’ Relationship to Wilmette



How the plan evolved through our public 
engagement process

Multi-modal

Context sensitive

Safe

People-focused

Accessible & connected

Neighborhood & block 
level concerns

Differing opinions on 
best facility type

Desire for more 
treatments in more 
locations

Support for projects

Bike share feasibility

Implementation process 

Annual review of plan

Evaluation process

Revised vision

Added new education 
and encouragement 
initiatives

Emphasized need for 
further study for 
overpass/underpass

Phase I: Identified Priorities Phase II: Refined 
Recommendations

Transportation Commission: 
Clarified & Revised Further



Data and Plan Review

• Data sets
• Crashes
• Planned and existing bikeways
• Roadway characteristics

• Other plans
• Previous bike plan
• Village corridor studies
• Village engineering studies
• Neighboring municipalities
• Regional plans

• Village policies

• On bike field work



Considering Impacts and Tradeoffs

Safety and crash 
history

Traffic Parking
Vehicular speed 

reduction

Construction and 
maintenance 

costs

Pedestrian, 
bicycle, vehicular 

mobility
Crossing distance

East/west 
connectivity

Land acquisition Jurisdiction

Trees and street 
furniture

Access to schools 
and other 

destinations
Utilities

Effect on 
residents and 

businesses

Community 
support



Network Recommendations

Facility Types

• Sidepath

• Trail

• Bike Lanes

• Bike Routes

• Marked Shared Lanes

• Bike Boulevard

• Advisory Bike Lanes

• Pedestrian Tunnel

• Road Diet



Network Recommendations: Level of 
Comfort



Level of comfort graphic

Signed Route 
with no Bike 

Infrastructure

Advisory Lane

on a moderate 
speed, 

moderate 
volume street

Bike Lane or 
Road Diet 

on a moderate 
speed, 

moderate 
volume street

Marked Shared 
Lanes

on a moderate 
speed, 

moderate 
volume street

Bike Boulevard 
with Traffic 

Calming

on a moderate 
speed, low 

volume street

Trail or 
Sidepath

on any 
street

Least Comfortable Most Comfortable



Multiple Options: Feasibility Study Needed

Page 50
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Existing

Cross Sections on Glenview Road
(from Laramie Ave to Wilmette Ave)

Proposed
Bike Lane 
Option

Proposed
Sidepath
Option



Pedestrian Destinations & Barriers

Page 62
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Priority Locations Identified 

for Pedestrian Improvements

Existing Pedestrian Conditions and 
Recommendations

Pages 60-67
In Wilmette Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan

• School Zones

• Parks and Playgrounds

• Community Centers

• Transit and Metra Stations

General Pedestrian Design 

Recommendations

• Sidewalk Installation Policy

• Intersection Daylighting

• Landscaping Barriers

• Utility Issues

• Sidewalk Encroachments

• ADA Detectable Warning Pads

• Pedestrian Signal Timing
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Pedestrian tools



Edens Pedestrian Overpass/Underpass

Page 85
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Overpass Option

Underpass Option

Note: An alternate location is 
Washington Ave. Exact location 
TBD in future feasibility study.



Initiatives

Goal 1: Safety
Initiative: Provide strategies to 
create a bicycle and 
pedestrian network that is safe 
and attractive for all ages
Implementers: Village of 
Wilmette, Police Department, 
Park District, local school 
organizations, local advocacy 
groups

Goal 2: Education and 
Encouragement

Initiative: Provide bicycle, 
pedestrian, and motorist 
encouragement and education 
that encourages safety and 
legal compliance for all users.
Implementers: Park District, 
local school organizations, 
local advocacy groups, 
League of American Bicyclists

Goal 3: Awareness
Initiative: Use media and 
communication to expand 
awareness of active 
transportation to all residents
Implementers: Village of 
Wilmette, local school 
organizations, local advocacy 
groups, Ride Illinois

Goal 4: Convenience
Initiative: Provide support to 
make walking and bicycling in 
Wilmette easier and more 
convenient
Implementers: Village of 
Wilmette, home owners, 
business owners, utility 
providers, local advocacy 
groups

Goal 5: Community
Initiative: Provide support and 
opportunities within Wilmette 
communities to infuse active 
transportation into local 
gatherings
Implementers: Village of 
Wilmette, festival and event 
organizers, local advocacy 
groups
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Next Steps: Implementation

Prioritized based on:
• Overall network connectivity

• Interagency coordination

• Safety

• Cost

• Destinations

Funding programs:
• Illinois Department of 

Transportation (IDOT)

• Illinois Department of Natural 
Resource (IDNR)

• Chicago Metropolitan Agency 
for Planning (CMAP)

• Cook County

• Nonprofit organizations

• Other agency grants

Page 115
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Next Steps

Requested action: 

Village Board approval of 
the Maser Bike and Active 
Transportation Plan

To view the plan:

www.walkbikewilmette.com

http://www.walkbikewilmette.com/


1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

DEPARTMENT OF  (847) 853-7500
ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS Fax (847) 853-7705

 TDD (847) 853-7634 

Transportation Commission Meeting 
February 18, 2020 

The following are public comments submitted to staff for the February 18, 2020 Transportation 
Commission Meeting. 



Name Message Optional Your Location Response

John Yaworsky Who is paying for all this material? I do not have the time to wade through all this. Just tell me, yes or no, 

if there is going to be b ke lanes on lake ave east of the railroad tracks. It is a horrendous idea. Forest is 

perfectly adequate for eastbound traffic.

I will consider legal action to block if it is proposed, study after study or not. The number of accidents 

there (in front of my house and 1/2 block east) has not been talked about enough, nor has the amount of 

traffic. This is a terribly dangerous idea. So dangerous that I would like to know who this is serving and 

why it is even being considered? If forest isn't adequate, there are sidewalks!

1119 Lake Avenue Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan.  Lake Ave between Green 

Bay Road and Wilmette Ave is identified in the plan as having multiple 

options.  One option that will be considered is a road diet, which would 

include removing one parking lane and reducing the roadway to two travel 

lanes, one in each direction. Another option includes advisory bike lanes, 

which would not necessitate the removal of parking. These options would 

be contingent upon a future detailed engineering study, and additional 

public input would occur as part of that process. The proposed facilities 

listed in the plan are based upon community feedback and represent the 

needs and desires of the community as a whole.     

Craig Howard Crossing Lake on foot at 12th street on the way to Metra station is an extremely dangerous venture in the 

morning. People driving west on Lake are typically racing to make the light at Greenbay before it changes 

& ahead of the next train. Those facing north on 12th, & looking to make a left onto Lake, including 

recently the Wilmette parking enforcement officer, rush to get into Lake traffic often without seeing or 

stopping for pedestrians who try to cross during the same break in Lake traffic. I’ve almost been hit on a 

number of occasions over the past 12 years & I know of one neighbor who was hit at that intersection. A 

green sign (or better still, a stop sign) would give the many pedestrians from northeastern Wilmette a 

break & greater safety in wa king to Metra, especially in the mornings.

Resident w/ home 

on 12th & Ashland. 

1137 Ashland Ave

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan.  The Lake Avenue corridor 

between the Green Bay Trail and Wilmette, including the intersection of 

12
th
 Street and Lake Ave. will be reviewed during a future engineering 

level study prior to implementation of any improvements. Any changes to 

this corridor anticipated to provide a safety benefit to the intersection of 

12
th
 Street and Lake Ave.

Carol Johnson I do not own a car and walk ,ride my bike, and take public transportation. When it snows and rains the 

sidewa ks freeze and make walking difficult. I would l ke to see the sidewalks cleared and salted more. I 

would l ke to see the route 4222 bus service restored on Saturdays and Sundays.

I own a co-op at 

402 Laurel in 

Wilmette.

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan. The commuter and business 

sidewa ks are the first sidewa ks to be plowed and salted after a snow 

event 2" or greater.  These are typically cleared before 6 am for commuter 

routes and 8 am for business routes and done simultaneously with the 

arterial streets, which are the main priority in plowing operations.  Please 

see the Snow and Ice Control for the Village for more information.  

https://www.wilmette.com/village-services/snow-ice-control/.  Please 

contact the CTA regarding bus services. 

https://www.transitchicago.com/contact/  

John Rice I have a driveway that leads to Lake Avenue as do my neighbors across the street and others on 8th 

street to 9th street. I am concern that backing out to bike riders would be dangerous. It is all ready 

dangerous to back out into car traffic but adding b ke riders would make it even more dangerous. Lake 

Avenue has prohibited bike riders and now you want to use it as a main artery? The car traffic on it in 

addition to parking lanes on the north side make it too tight for bikers. If you prohibit parking on Lake 

Avenue and restrict my access to Lake Avenue through my driveway would be unacceptable to me. I had 

made these comments in your prior proposal. Thank you, John Rice

Resident at Lake 

Avenue just east 

of 9th street on the 

north side

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan.  Lake Ave between Wilmette 

Ave and Michigan Ave is identified in the plan as having multiple options.  

The option that will be considered is a marked shared lane, which 

provides a defined zone for where b kers would be expected to ride.  The 

other option is a bike boulevard.  Both options would not necessitate the 

removal of parking. These options would be contingent upon a future 

detailed engineering study, and additional public input would occur as part 

of that process.

Transportation Commission Meeting
February 18, 2020



Name Message Optional Your Location Response

Tom Board Hi. I am the property manager for Trinity Church at the corner of Lake and Wilmette Ave (1024 Lake).

Looking over the most recent proposed map and explanation you provided, I simply want to reiterate our 

church's concern that the north side of Lake St be available for parking at any time (as it is today). This 

parking is used by our congregation for Sunday services. It is also used for funerals, weddings, and 

regional gathering of our churches.

Most importantly, this parking is essential for our annual October "Pumpkin Patch", a 22 year-old tradition 

that is an important mission fundraiser for our congregation. This parking is necessary for unloading 

pumpkins and for our customers (Wilmette residents and many others from around the North Shore) when 

they purchase pumpkins.

Please reach out to me should you need additional information - and please include me in future 

communications on this plan. Thank you.

1024 Lake St - 

Wilmette and Lake 

- Trinity UMC

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan.  Lake Ave between Green 

Bay Road and Michigan Avenue is identified in the plan as having multiple 

options.  The option that will be considered is a marked shared lane, 

which provides a defined zone for where bikers would be expected to ride.  

The other option is a bike boulevard.  Both options would not necessitate 

the removal of parking. These options would be contingent upon a future 

detailed engineering study, and additional public input would occur as part 

of that process.

Lauren Litchfield It is very difficult to b ke to Edens Plaza and the other stores near Lake/Skokie Blvd. There are no bike 

racks either. Wilmette Ave is also a very scary place to b ke- cars turn it into 2 lanes and they speed. 

Glenview Road has the same problem (and here it is more

Challenging as there are areas without a sidewalk alternative).

Resident near 

Hunter/Wilmette 

Ave.

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan.  The master plan identifies 

several areas that can benefit from added bike parking based on 

stakeholder feedback such as yours and a review of bicycle destination.  

Edens Plaza is one of those destintions identified in the plan.

Dennis Roberts It's good to see Wilmette planning to enhance b ke and active transmit pathways. Specific to my 

neighborhood, Hibbard Rd is in terrible condition; I hope that the proposed paths will include sidewalks 

and complete demolition and resurfacing of the Hibbard. In addition, some residents whose back yards 

are on Skokie from Hibbard to Lake do not routinely groom behind their fences. Either the city will have to 

take over maintenance of the Skokie backyards or residents will need to be required to start taking care of 

these areas.

Resident at 720 

Lacrosse Ave - 

backyard on 

Skokie close to 

Hibbard/Skokie 

intersection

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan.  Resurfacing of H bbard 

would be a County project. Maintenance of the path along Skokie Blvd 

would be in coordination with the state, as the Village does not have 

jurrisdiction over H bbard or Skokie Blvd.  

Ben Tolsky In looking over your plans I saw a few major oversights. First along the east frontage road it look like you 

are going to add a sidewalk from Old Glenview Rd that will connect to the sidewalk that begins at the 

Skokie border. I'm extremely grateful you are doing this, this is a major problem and something that I said 

is much needed. However, you are only solving half the problem. That would still leave a much larger 

section of Frontage between Lilac and Old Glenview without a sidewalk. Without building the sidewalk all 

the way you are only serving residents who live along Old Glenview and H bbard, this would be a much 

used sidewalk as it would allow residents who live closer to the highway to be able to walk to Old Orchard.

At Glenview and Crawford, I do like how you added bike lanes and eliminated the westbound "shortcut" to 

Wilmette. Even better you have made it a single lane in each direction. However, you have not included 

left turn lanes. It is very common for Eastbound traffic on Glenview to turn left onto Hunter and frequently I 

will see cars swerve into the right lane to get around a car turning left. Without left turn lanes those cars 

will be swerving into bikes which will become a major safety problem. I think that you absolutlely need to 

include left turn lanes here to make this a much safer intersection.

Finally, I don't see any mention of building a sidewalk on the north side of Glenview Rd between Romona 

and Crawford, only widening the south side sidewalk. Why should residents who live north of Glenview be 

forced to cross a major street twice if they want to walk or ride their bikes along this route?

resident of 339 

Lamon

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan. The plan does include a 

recommendation to consider new sidewalks along various locations 

throughout the Village, specifically naming the frontage roads as one of 

those recommendations.  The Village's sidewa k policy will remain the key 

instrument for implementing new sidewalks in order to fill gaps in the 

network.  The purpose of the sidepath provided in the plan will serve to fill 

a connection between the facilities along Hibbard Road to connect with 

our neighboring community to the south.                               

Left turn lanes will be included on Wilmette at the Crawford and Hunter 

intersection.                                                 

A sidepath is one of the options considered under the multiple options 

shown along Glenview Road.  Further detailed engineering study would 

determine which side of the road to place it on to minimize impacts on 

existing infrastructure such as trees and utilities.



Name Message Optional Your Location Response

Joshua Mark Greenbay and Washington Business Owner...I 

commute from 

Skokie by bike and 

electric car

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, they will be shared with the 

Transportation Commissioners and entered into the record.      

Dale Green Hi - I commend the plans that are being taken but have one piece of feedback

The document states that ‘The Plan includes recommended strategies to make the Village more walkable 

and bike-friendly’ but I only see plans for b kes

I walk from Washington Ave to Linden station along Washington then 4th - my issue is that the sidewalks 

don’t drain from rain and snow so either become flooded and/or treacherously icy in winter

I also l ke to run in the area and again the sidewalks are terrible after bad weather

In both situations I end up walking/running in the road which isn’t very safe

What plans are place to get the sidewa ks to drain? Could some of the storm water project money / 

rebates be focussed here too?

Many thanks

424 Washington 

Ave, Wilmette

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan. There are a number of 

locations identified in the plan that either are identified for a sidepath or 

that will be considered under multiple options. The sidepath will function 

as a sidewalk in some areas that currently have none.  Additionally, the 

intersection improvements will improve crossings for pedestrians.  Finally, 

there is a section in the plan titled "Additional Pedestrian-Specific 

Infrastructure Improvements" that highlights enhancements Village-wide 

to improve existing pedestrian facilities (see page 60). Priority locations 

for pedestrian improvements as well as general pedestrian design 

recommendations are also provided in the plan.       

The commuter and business sidewa ks are the first sidewalks to be 

plowed and salted after a snow event 2" or greater.  These are typically 

cleared before 6 am for commuter routes and 8 am for business routes 

and done simultaneously with the arterial streets, which are the main 

priority in plowing operations.  Please see the Snow and Ice Control for 

the Village for more information.  https://www.wilmette.com/village-

services/snow-ice-control/.  

Sarah Titterton I think this has failed as a b ke plan. 

1. How are kids going to connect to New Trier or WJHS/Highcrest without a high comfort level trail on 

Ridge. There really is no need for parking on the east side of Ridge. A SAFE door free buffered bike path 

is desperately needed. I won't use a b ke advisory path on that street and neither will my kids. And this is 

from someone who almost exclusively b kes to destinations from April to November.

2. What about the bike/kid crossing on Ridge Road that connects Highland and Washington 

"boulevards"? Right now the crossing is terrible. How about a blinking light? A bumpout?

3. Illinois Road. Really? That road needs to 1 slow down and 2 have a path along the entire road for bikes 

and pedestrians. Without addressing this, you are ignoring a strong need.

4. Wilmette Ave. and 10th. This was probably the biggest miss. To be swayed to not address this by a few 

people's desires is sad. It benefits the whole community and the region to have high comfort level travel 

on this street.

1700 Forest Ave. Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan.  The intersections of Ridge 

Road with Highland and Washington are both offset intersections.  The 

plan includes a list of recommended potential tools and traffic calming 

devices that can be used to improve safety, user comfort and visibility at 

offset intersections. Some of the poss ble tools are curb ramps, detectable 

warning pads, b ke/ped crossing signs, bike crosswa ks, bump-outs, 

rectangular rapid flashing beacons, etc.  

Illinois Road between Thornwood and Wilmette is identified as receiving 

b ke signage only. Wilmette Ave and 10TH are also identified to receive 

b ke signage only.

If you require any additional information, please feel free to contact us.  



Name Message Optional Your Location Response

Tara 

VanderKamp

My family lives at 1130 Lake Ave which is located on the north side of Lake Ave. between Greenbay and 

Wilmette Ave. From what I can tell from the newest information and renderings, it appears the proposed 

b ke lane in this stretch of Lake Ave. will restrict parking to one side of Lake Ave. Can you confirm which 

side that would be on? It appears to be on the north side. Is that correct? If that is the case, would we no 

longer be able to park in front of our home, much less even pull over in front of our home? We purchased 

our home with the ability to do these things. This would be a major inconvenience for unloading groceries, 

dropping and picking kids up, Uber pick-ups and so on. Am I missing something here or will some 

allowances be granted? 

While I am all for a road diet (especially because it will reduce the size of the intersection at Lake and 12th 

finally making for a safer pedestrian crossing there!), why is a bike lane being proposed and not a bike 

boulevard (like what is being proposed down Lake Ave., east of Wilmette Ave.)? From what I can tell, a 

b ke boulevard would accomplish a getting bike lanes down Lake Ave. without compromising parking on 

both sides of Lake Ave. 

Looking forward to hearing more on this. 

Thanks, 

Tara VanderKamp

1130 Lake Ave. 

Wilmette, IL

The section of Lake Avenue that you are on is designated as a “multiple 

options” route.  These routes begin to be summarized in the plan starting 

on page 52.  The multiple options listed for this portion of Lake Avenue 

are “road diet w/ conventional bike lanes” and “advisory bike lanes”.  

The conventional b ke lane option would require removal of one of the 

parking lanes, however, the other parking lane would then be available all 

day instead of just nights and weekends.  The side of the street would be 

determined during the course of an engineering level study prior to 

implementation.  The advisory bike lanes option would maintain both 

parking lanes which would also be available all day. 

It is intended that both of these options would be considered during an 

engineering study process that would detail all traffic and parking impacts 

prior to making a recommendation on either of the options.  The study 

process would also include focused public feedback meetings to 

determine support for the options. Based on several interactions I’ve had 

with neighbors, it appears that it would be difficult to gain support for the 

conventional option as proposed.

Dave Earnest I am concerned that still nothing will be added to Illinois Road between 41 and Hibbard. I see that there 

"needs to be research or more looking into" on how to use the space in the village research write up, but it 

seems so simple to widen Illinois to the north a few feet on the Northfield side and then have dedicated 

b ke lane on the south side of Illinois that goes right into the new 41 development. Also, will there be a 

way to easily cross 41 from Illinois? L ke a button to push at a crosswalk to let cars traveling northbound 

on 41 to stop to allow bikers to cross? Finally, my last concern is the speed limit on Illinois, 30 with no side 

walks is too fast. I know it is a cook county road, but the speed limit should be 20 or 25 since there is no 

sidewa k. If a lane share is added to Illinois, I strongly think the speed limit should be lowered to 20 or 25. 

Thank you for all your work on this subject and I look forward to see how the village addresses this need 

for more bike access to the new trail to the west.

Wilmette Resident 

that resides on 

Illinois Road.

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan. This stretch of Illinois Road 

has multiple options to consider, and will require additional detailed 

engineering study as you pointed out.  The challenge here is that the north 

side of the street is in the Village of Northfield, with the divide between the 

2 Villages falling somewhere near the centerline of the road.  Land 

acquisition would be needed to build the sidepath, and on the south side 

there are numerous utilities and a significant number of trees.  To build 

b ke lanes would also require expanding the roadway, which will fall under 

the State's jurisdiction.  

A crossing of Hwy 41 at the signal near the Edens Plaza is one 

consideration to enhance connectivity in this area as part of the Lake Ave 

and Skokie Phase 1 project. 

Perry Pakravan There is no need to spend money or narrow the roads further. Makes no sense to designate certain 

streets as bike streets, with the only result of making the village more inflex ble. What makes sense is to 

communicate and communicate and communicate with all the residents so that the drivers are respectful 

of bikers on the road. Putting signs on few busy roads would help. Encouraging bikers to have blinking red 

lights or front lights would help. No need for any restrictions or massive expenditure.

thornwood ave; 

west of ridge

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, they will be shared with the 

Transportation Commissioners and entered into the record.      

Dave Wisel I am most interested in not creating any more auto traffic bottlenecks to accommodate b kes. It is already 

difficult to get around using Wilmette Ave, Lake Ave and Green Bay, especially where it is a single lane in 

each direction. I did attend one meeting a while back and it was obvious there is a vocal pro-bike group 

but they do not reflect the entire village and many of them are not Wilmette residents. I do not want non-

residents creating more traffic issues to accommodate bike riders six months a year. Thank you.

Resident, 443 

Sandy Lane, 

Wilmette

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, they will be shared with the 

Transportation Commissioners and entered into the record.      



Name Message Optional Your Location Response

Eric Carty-

Fickes

Maple and Golf Terrace

It would be fantastic to have a sidewa k that extends east all the way from Golf Terrace to the bridge on 

the south side of Maple. In addition, there should be safer crosswalks across Maple. There are many 

children crossing each morning to get to the bus stop and it's dangerous with all of the traffic.

I'm a resident, 

living at 216 Golf 

Terrace

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan.  The Village's sidewa k policy 

that is currently in place will remain the key instrument for implementing 

new sidewalks in order to fill gaps throughout the network. Crosswalks are 

provided at stop controlled intersections along Maple, and pedestrians are 

encouraged to cross at those locations.  

David Koch While the developed plan inventories the challenging intersections/areas for pedestrian safety - there 

appears to be little specificity to improvements being contemplated. One of the most dangerous 

categories of these crossings are the ones NOT at major intersections, and where auto traffic does not 

yield to pedestrians, often not appropriately following traffic rules, etc. The five way intersection of 

Wilmette and Lake is one example. Other key wa king cross streets of Lake are others. Look at what 

Evanston has done to provide better safety for reference. Thanks for your work and for considering.

Resident, 1041 

Forest Ave.

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan.  The plan presents a variety 

of intersection types and includes a menu of treatments that can be used 

to improve each intersection.  Lake at Wilmette and 10TH is categorized 

as an offset intersection.  Treatments vary based on configuration of the 

intersection, and a traffic study may be required.

Jeffrey Hlavacek The plan does not address the lack of bicycle access to downtown. The decision by the village to not 

address bicycle traffic on the streets downtown leave only the sidewalks, where businesses ask bicycles 

not to ride.

Also, a large part of the plan includes “bike boulevards.” Unless I’m misreading, this is just the existing 

street with a bicycle painted on it. This will do nothing to change the current difficulties that bicyclists have 

riding in Wilmette.

Washington and 

ridge

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, they will be shared with the 

Transportation Commissioners and entered into the record.      

Stephen MessuttaI live at 1043 Manor Drive. It is the last street in town connecting Lake Ave to Illinois Rd and thus 

Northfield. It is in School District 37 and the Lake/Skokie Bvd/Edens interchange area is considered 

hazardous by the Illinois State Board of Education. We have no streetlights; the Village relies on private 

home owner lawn lights. We have only a narrow sidewa k on 1 side: dog wa kers use that side for pooping 

and peeing in summer, and in winter the Village plows our driveways shut so the sidewalk is useless. 

People rent out their driveways for Loyola overflow and Manor is a mess twice a day during school days: 

owners put their cars in the street to maximiz PAID student parking. We are always on the short list of leaf 

pickups. It took heaven and earth to get traffic calming (which has NOT been maintained) due to 

Northfield, New Trier West, Loyola, IDOT and other traffic. Exiting Manor onto Lake eastbound is virtually 

imposs ble during rush hour but people try it, backing up traffic. How more accidents don't happen there is 

a miracle. Why do I say all of this?

1. We need real lights and sidewalks.

2. You want to add bike and other options to Laramie: during school days/hours this will not only narrow 

travel lanes but create new crossover hazards at the school's many entrances/exits. As it is even stopping 

to drop a letter in the USPS mailbox in front of the school is a challenge as there is no parking or stopping 

space. If anything: widen sidewalks so that walkers and bikers can share them. It's more costly but frankly 

the street markings will just fade quickly and become an maintenance nightmare.

3. There isn't even a crosswalk at Manor/Illinois or New Trier Ct/Illinois. Why? There is a church at the 

corner too, with a school! Many people park in the neighborhood with children and have to navigate Illinois 

with no safe crosswa k!

4. Sidewalks aren't wide enough for walkers/bikers.

5. An alternate bike route across the Edens would be great: attempting to navigate the bridge over the 

Edens with the on/off ramps is challenging, especially with no pedestrial stop signals. BUT: paralleling Exit 

41A off the Edens exiting onto the W side of Skokie Blvd is dangerous. But it's cheap. What should 

happen is a bridge l ke the one over Lake W of Harms. This one could connect Illinois Road again and not 

create another hazard with cars at the light at Skokie Bvde & Edens Plaza N of Lake.

1043 Manor Drive Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, they will be shared with the 

Transportation Commissioners and entered into the record.      
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6. In the end I see very limited utilization - summer, parts of fall and what we laughingly call spring around 

here. Six months a year I see nothing but new hazards, new perpetual maintenance (DPW couldn't even 

fix Manor and couldn't even repaint the calming humps - which led to more bottoming out and damage to 

the main pavement!!!!).

7. A simple INITIAL solution might be to widen one or both sidewa ks on Lake and Wilmette Aves from 

Green Bay to Skokie Blvd and provide proper signalling/crosswalks. The wa ks are inadequate for 

concurrent b king and wa king, are in so-so shape, and presently biking isn't even supposed to happen on 

them!~

Andrew Gustafso We're very supportive of the plan and the investments required as we believe it's important the Village is a 

safe place for pedestrians and b kers. We'd encourage the plan to also look at Park between Central and 

Lake, as this is a very busy street (car volumes around 3k a day) despite being a local street. We think it's 

important this continue to be a local street since it's all residential, but some sort of bike and pedestrian 

protections would be additive to the community. We also think fixing up Wilmette's section of the Green 

Bay Trail would be a great improvement. There is currently a stark difference when going from Wilmette to 

Winnetka on the Trail. Thanks

Resident. On Park 

Ave between 

Central and 

Washington

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, they will be shared with the 

Transportation Commissioners and entered into the record.      

Larry Craig I haven't ridden my bike in years, but in the late 90s, I rode my bike to work everyday. Year round. I 

worked in Northfield, live in Wilmette. I think it was 5 miles if I rode directly there. Going to work I rode my 

b ke all over the place. I went through Winnetka, Kenilworth, Glencoe, the Forest Preserve, and Wilmette, 

of course. Always going a different way every day.

My point is that I don't understand the need to spend millions of dollars (everything in government costs 

millions of dollars these days, don't they?) on all this work. Do they think more people will ride their b kes 

then? People who are going to ride are going to ride. I rode my bike everywhere when I was a kid too. 

Governments, city, state, federal, are all spending too much money. Period. Like children with credit 

cards. They don't care who pays for it all. Just spend it. Enough. I think you're wasting our money. I did 

see some under or over passes I think. those are cool.

Wilmette resident, 

Ridge and Lake

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, they will be shared with the 

Transportation Commissioners and entered into the record.      

Dan Magestro The Plan includes an assessment of Lake Ave. west of Green Bay Rd., concluding that no changes are 

recommended due to traffic volumes, potential impact on queues, etc. While this is sensible given Lake 

Ave.'s current design and use, light traffic calming measures could help improve long sections (primarily 

west of Ridge Ave.) that are harsh for pedestrians and currently disallow b kes on road completely. Light 

measures could include increased tree density in the tree lawn, lower-height decorative street lamps, and 

potentially medians along stretches of Lake Ave. where a center turn lane exists but isn't used. While the 

overall Plan is very strong, it's hard to ever portray Wilmette as "bike friendly" when Lake Ave., one of its 

signature corridors and largely residential, has "b kes forbidden" signs along the road and feels like more 

of a highway. There are other similar streets in the North Shore that have used light tactics to reduce the 

"highway" feel of a connector road.

Resident, Lake 

Ave between 

Ridge Ave and 

Hunter Rd

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, they will be shared with the 

Transportation Commissioners and entered into the record.      
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Rick Suiter Thank you for the updated plan. It already addresses many of my concerns. In one case,an improvement 

I suggested has already been completed (the north sidewalk on the Glenview Road overpass of the 

Edens. Extra thanks for making that sidewa k safe for those of us who don’t want to ride on Glenview 

Road itself. 

One more very inexpensive improvement I would recommend is to the zigzag on Ridge between Highland 

and Washington. For the cost of about four No Parking signs and the loss of four to six parking spaces on 

Ridge the connection between the Washington Avenue and Highland Avenue sections of the East-West 

b ke route would be much easier and safer for all levels of riders. Advanced riders could use the street on 

Ridge while avoiding cars,and beginners and kids would have better visibility for crossing Ridge to use the 

sidewa ks to connect. Car drivers would find it safer too, I think. Win-Win.

Central Park and 

Wilmette Ave

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan. The intersections of Ridge 

Road with Highland and Washington are both offset intersections.  The 

plan includes a list of recommended potential tools and traffic calming 

devices that can be used to improve safety, user comfort and visibility at 

offset intersections. Some of the poss ble tools are curb ramps, detectable 

warning pads, b ke/ped crossing signs, bike crosswa ks, bump-outs, 

rectangular rapid flashing beacons, etc.

Piper Rothschild Hi:

Thank you for your extensive work on this project. 

1)I remain concerned about the lack of active transportation improvements on the main corridors through 

our downtown--Central, Wilmette and north to Plaza Del Lago. Ignoring this area will seriously harm our 

town and is not forward-thinking or sound urban planning. Our downtown area will not thrive if it is wholly 

car-dependent. Residents of all ages and from all areas of the village like to travel downtown on foot or by 

b ke, but will not do so when they do not feel safe. That the plan does not discuss the downtown is wrong 

and in the best interests of our residents. merchants, or other businesses.

2)I am also concerned about the lack of a viable, well-thought out east west route through the village. I 

don't think that the planned Lake Ave improvements will ever become a reality, and it is time to step up 

and admit that Wilmette Ave is the right choice to move cyclists through the village. The Village needs to 

stop pandering to the few residents on Wilmette Ave, who mistakenly believe that they are entitled to 

parking in front of their homes, though most have alleys or long driveways. The Village has to make hard 

decisions, and improvements can be made slowly. 

3) The 7th street north route to Sheridan Road is impractical and dangerous. Crossing Sheridan at 7th 

and Ashland or Greenwood is difficult, even for competent cyclists or mindful walkers, because one 

cannot easily see or gauge the traffic coming around the southbound curve that is just north of these 

intersections. I don't know how much traffic calming efforts will help. CArs tend to whip around the curve 

after going through the light at Westerfield, and many drivers do not stop for bikers or walkers even where 

traffic calming improvements have been placed. 

4) I have the same concerns about the Green Bay crossing at Wood Ct at the south end of the Village. 

Crossing Green Bay Rd without a light is a nightmare, and not something I would like a child to attempt. 

Even cars going westbound at Oakwood have trouble and often dart out quickly and unsafely. It seems 

that this somewhat convoluted route (Isabella, which is a drag strip) is used to avoid placing (east-west) 

improvements directly downtown. See #1 above.

5) I favor the proposed crossing improvements at Green Bay.

11th and Elmwood Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, they will be shared with the 

Transportation Commissioners and entered into the record.  The project 

team will review the use of 7
th
 Street as a bike boulevard and consider 6

th 

Street as an alternate since there is an existing crosswalk and Sheridan 

Road does not curve at this location.  The crossing of Green Bay Road at 

Oakwood would be proposed to include a high level crossing treatment, 

like a Rapid Flashing Beacon, to alert motorists of waiting 

pedestrians/cyclists.    

I appreciate your work on this report and particularly your including ATA to generate ideas and draft the 

proposal.
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Steven Jansen Signage is critical. At each entrance to the community, drivers should be reminded that we are a share-

the-road state and that motorists should stop for pedestrians at all crosswa ks, marked or unmarked. For 

example, there is an unmarked crosswalk where Oakwood Ave crosses Green Bay Rd. Residents in the 

neighborhood often cross here to access Jewel-Osco and other commercial businesses on the W side of 

GB. This would be a perfect place for a "Stop for Pedestrians" sign to remind motorists of the laws, calm 

traffic, and allow residents to cross safely.

"Sharrow" symbols on the pavement are helpful and should be used on all main streets with lots of traffic 

which allow cycling. However, they should not be enclosed in white lines nor be placed in the right gutter. 

They should be placed in the traffic lane to remind motorists of the hazard they pose to cyclist on the road. 

Cyclists know they are on the road and in danger from distracted drivers. It is the motorists who should be 

reminded of the laws, not the cyclists. Lines and Sharrows in the gutter also imply to drivers that that is 

where cyclists must ride. That is not true. Cyclists must ride as far to the right as is practicable and safe. 

That often means riding well out into the lane to provide at least 3 feet from parked cars to prevent 

"dooring", avoiding potholes that can cause a crash or rim destruction, avoiding slippery manhole covers 

and storm drainage grates, avoiding piles of wet leaves, and properly turning left. Sharrows should be out 

in the traffic lane as reminders to motorist.

Signs informing motorists to give at least 3-foot clearance when passing a cyclist should be placed at 

major entrances to our bike- and pedestrian-friendly community.

925 Oakwood near 

the dangerous 

Green Bay 

crossing

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, they will be shared with the 

Transportation Commissioners and entered into the record.  If you require 

any additional information, please feel free to contact us.  

Pete Brennan In its present layout, this plan is impressively comprehensive. Of course, it’s never possible to satisfy all 

interests. As a teacher at Avoca West School I’m once again expressing my enthusiastic anticipation of 

the Skokie Valley Trail extension. This will allow students safe biking and wa king options north and east 

of the school. Thank you for including this in the plan! I’d also like to express my great appreciation and 

respect for the members of this commission.

Glenview resident. Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, they will be shared with the 

Transportation Commissioners and entered into the record.  If you require 

any additional information, please feel free to contact us.  

Tamara Teppo While I'm not currently living in Wilmette, I was active in b ke safety in the schools and a regular b ke rider 

in Wilmette. A lot of thought and work has gone into this plan, I hope that it will be sincerely considered. 

One of the great aspects of living in Wilmette is the ability to walk or b ke to almost any location. However, 

being able to safely as children and teens as well as adults will make Wilmette truly unique.

Homeowner and 

on/off Wilmette 20-

year resident. Our 

current home is 

near the 

intersection of 

Lake and Ridge.

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments regarding the 

Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, they will be shared with the 

Transportation Commissioners and entered into the record.  If you require 

any additional information, please feel free to contact us.  

William Muno Overall, the Plan seems to be quite well done. I do have a concern about the option to create a bike lane 

next to the curb with parking to the outside of the b ke lane. Evanston has done this, and I find it to be 

both confusing and not very useful for drivers and b kers. I strongly recommend that this option not be 

used within the Village of Wilmette.

2319 Schiller 

Avenue, Wilmette, 

IL 60091

Thank you for your comment on the plan. All comments are being shared 

with the project team for review and will also be shared with the 

Transportation Committee. The plan does not include a recommendation 

for parking-protected bike lanes for any street in Wilmette as has been 

done in Evanston. 
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Terry Canade I reside at Glendenning and Ashland in Wilmette (no real challenges there - easy access to the Green Bay 

trail). 

I applaud the efforts to improve the community b king experience in Wilmette. My wife and I strive to b ke 

to most Wilmette destinations (Millens/Plaza Del Lago/Central and Wilmette dining/Gillson). I especially 

look forward to established east-west boulevard routes to connect to the North Branch trail. 

I welcome additional bike parking near our crossroads (Central and Wilmette) which is bursting with 

activity. I appreciate that we do not want to take away outdoor seating, but would welcome a nearby 

dedicated b ke park area, especially with some security. We could then aim for that as destination parking 

(we use a lot of lampposts and small trees on the medians now to visit restaurants in the Summer). 

I remain deeply concerned about secure parking at the Linden El station. The one Village destination in 

town that I do not bike to, because it is undependable for retrieving my bike intact. I understand that the 

Village does not control the location, but any nearby secure bike parking would help. 

Thanks for the efforts, we look forward to a better biking future in Wilmette

Resident - 

Glendenning and 

Ashland, Wilmette

Thank you for your comment on the plan. All comments are being shared 

with the project team for review and will also be shared with the 

Transportation Committee. 

Kenneth Obel To the Transportation Commission:

I hope to attend today's Transportation Commission meeting, however I would like to share these 

thoughts in advance.

I applaud the village for finding the resources to engage consultants and develop this Master B ke in 

Active Transportation Plan. Having safe b ke and pedestrian routes is essential to our village in so many 

ways – in terms of healthy activity for us and our children, safe routes to school, economic development 

and support of our commercial areas, and simply being able to enjoy the sights in our beautiful village. 

Every survey that has been of which I am aware of, in the 10 years that I've lived here, indicates 

overwhelmingly resident support for creating and improving infrastructure for biking and walking.

Specifically with regard to the current draft of the Plan, I have the following comments:

1. The absence of a safe, direct East-West route across our village has long been understood as a major 

shortcoming in our infrastructure. (This is recognized as an issue in towns up and down the North Shore.) 

Right now, Wilmette Avenue is one of the more heavily trafficked bicycle and pedestrian routes in 

Wilmette and is a designated village bicycle route, as reflected both on the current Wilmette bicycle map 

and on the bicycle map (and in the bicycle plan) adopted by the Northwest Municipal Conference. (NWMC 

Plan map: https://www.nwmc-cog.org/Transportation/Documents/Committee-

Agendas/2010NWMCBikePlanMap.aspx).

The Plan, to its credit, calls for a combination of a road diet, bike lanes, and bike boulevard treatment on 

Wilmette Avenue from Ridge all the way to the West end of the village, at Laramie. However, East of 

Ridge, the Plan specifies mere signage. It is a shame that focused opposition in the past by some 

residents of Wilmette Avenue East of Ridge appears to have precluded a meaningful assessment of the 

Resident of Linden 

Square 

neighborhood; 

frequent bike 

commuter and 

shopper.

Thank you for your comment on the plan. All comments are being shared 

with the project team for review and will also be shared with the 

Transportation Committee. 
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benefits of according uniform treatment to the entirety of Wilmette Avenue from end to end, improvements 

that would benefit ALL residents of the village – or even just taking incremental steps that would have no 

impact on the current roadway configuration.

Without impacting parking, steps such as shared lane markings ("sharrows") or "advisory bike lanes" (see 

several examples on page 39 of the draft Plan) would alert motorists to the presence of bikers and to 

convey the message that cyclists are to be expected – each of these without requiring any physical 

change to the current layout. From a practical standpoint, people on b kes will continue to use Wilmette 

Avenue as the most practical East-West route, so any steps that can be taken to make the route safer 

should certainly be entertained. I suggest that the Commission seek further consideration of additional 

improvements on Wilmette Avenue East of Ridge, which could be indicated for "future implementation."

2. The second comment addresses a major gap in the Plan: the absence of any consideration of bicycle 

and pedestrian improvements for the village center. Our downtown continues to suffer from a lack of 

foot/b ke traffic and the concomitant decline in local commerce and overall vitality (the loss of Lad and 

Lassie being only the most recent example). While this decline is caused by numerous factors, there is 

simply no way that we can expect a v brant downtown as long as we have narrow, congested sidewalks 

and give the majority of the public way over to motor vehicle storage, with little consideration for bicycle 

and pedestrian access and safety (and bike storage). We as a village must maximize access to and use 

of our downtown, which includes making the downtown more welcoming and access ble by foot and by 

b ke and making it more attractive as a place to linger and shop. Real estate studies demonstrate that 

areas that are pedestrian and bike-welcoming, and plan on the scale of the human being rather than the 

car, are far more successful.

It is wonderful that the village has obtained funding for streetscape improvements in the downtown, but 

these improvements will just be cosmetic unless we allow the planning professionals who are doing this 

Plan to consider ideas and alternatives for the physical configuration of the downtown that can
work in combination with the streetscape improvements to create a more accessible, engaging downtown. 

I suggest that the Commission seek recommendations from the consultants regarding potential 

improvements in the village center.

Thank you for your efforts to improve Wilmette.

Very truly yours,

Ken Obel
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Anne Nagle Thank you to the Village of Wilmette and our consultants from ATA and Civiltech for creating this Master 

Plan. 

In 2019, the Northwest Municipal Conference partnered with its member communities (including Wilmette) 

to create its first Multimodal Transportation Plan which is scheduled to be published in early 2020. In its 

Summary of Bicycle Analysis, June 24 2019, the planning committee spoke of the "growing need to 

provide a safe and cohesive network of facilities for people walking and b king throughout the region." One 

priority corridor in this publication is the "Barrington-Wilmette Harbor Corridor." Specific to Wilmette, this 

route travels from our western border on Glenview Ave, east to Wilmette Ave, to our downtown, where the 

route jogs south to Greenleaf, and continues to 3rd then north to Sheridan. Wilmette Avenue is 

recognized as an "existing corridor" by NWMC in its entirety from Hunter to Poplar Drive. I would like to 

request that the Transportation Commission and Village Board acknowledge this route on our Master Plan 

with a goal to make Wilmette Avenue a top notch road for walking and biking that is safe and comfortable 

for people of all ages and abilities when people from across the region want to travel on this corridor to our 

downtown and harbor. 

The plan needs to have a robust vision for inviting wa kers and bicyclers of all ages and abilities to our 

village center. Great streets are great for business. Great streets start with putting people first - not 

parking and cars as is an underlying sentiment in our downtown. We can do better! It would be a missed 

opportunity not to do so. Please consider NACTO's Street Design Guidelines that recommend specific 

sidewa k zones and a minimum sidewalk pedestrian through zone of 5 feet. This is often encroached upon 

in our downtown with outdoor furniture for dining. Wa kers are not made to feel comfortable when they 

need to walk single file past some of our establishments. Parents with strollers are often in a real pickle!

I would encourage the Transportation Commission and Village Board to reevaluate our current sidewalk 

Thank you for your comment on the plan. All comments are being shared 

with the project team for review and will also be shared with the 

Transportation Committee. 

policy. This is suggested on Goal 4: Convenience, page 111. Currently 67% of stakeholders whose 

property is adjacent to a proposed sidewalk must vote in favor or it for sidewalk construction to proceed. 

Please consider reviewing Winnetka's sidewalk policy which takes into consideration, not only its 

stakeholders, but community needs and safety and gives the final decision for sidewalk construction to 

the Village Council. Such a policy as Winnetka's might better align with our Village's goal for creating 

Complete Streets in our community.

Jefferson 

Rogers

More substantial improvements should be considered for Wilmette Ave. between Green Bay and Hunter 

Roads. The biggest objection seems to be from street residents who want no change in parking. Over a 

period of several months, I counted the number of cars parked on this stretch whenever I drove or b ked 

it, and only rarely were there in excess of 10-12 cars parked along the entire stretch. Oftentimes there 

were fewer than 6 cars parked along the entire stretch. I submit that the property owners' wishes are being 

given undue weight and are an obstruction to further safety improvements on this road.

Resident living on 

1000 block of 

Linden

Thank you for your comment on the plan. All comments are being shared 

with the project team for review and will also be shared with the 

Transportation Committee. 
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Rachel 

Goodman 

 Thank you so much for this comprehensive plan! I am really looking forward to making our community 

more walkable and bikeable. As a physician I want to see more people biking and walking around our 

Village. I want to see more children biking and wa king to school, to parks, and to the library. The health 

benefits are enormous. Not only do we need to change the infrastructure, but we need to educate and 

encourage people to get out of their cars more. When in their cars, people need to be more aware of 

others, slow down, and share the road. The plan addresses this nicely. ...I just bought an e-bike, and am 

hoping to not use my car for short and medium trips for much of the year. I live in West Wilmette, and my 

biggest challenge is traversing East-West through the village to get the Village center and to the lake 

where I keep my kayak in the summer. On the most recent ATA map and Google maps (input in for 

b king) the most direct way is across Glenview Road and to continue onto Wilmette Avenue, past Ridge. 

Trying to jag my way through the neighborhoods is time consuming, requires prior knowledge of the route, 

and may difficult to maneuver. Wilmette Ave is the most direct way to the l brary, to the Village Center, 

and to Gillson beach. With the Skokie Valley Trail connecting soon, many people from East Wilmette will 

be experiencing this as they head west. Many bikers will likely continue riding along Wilmette Ave east of 

Ridge, and I hope that there will be improved signage and sharrows along this road to make cars more 

aware of b kes. My hope is that that can be incorporated into the plan. Thanks for the hard work and 

collaboration within our community. I am excited to see more b king and wa king safely around our Village. 

 West Wilmette, 

between Loyola 

and New Trier 

West 

Thank you for your comment on the plan. All comments are being shared 

with the project team for review and will also be shared with the 

Transportation Committee. 
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Transportation Commission Meeting  

August 11, 2020 

 
The following are public comments submitted to staff for the August 11, 2020 Transportation 

Commission Meeting. 
 

1. Laura Smith, 2149 Washington Ave— 

I support approval of the Active Transportation Plan and encourage the Board 

and Staff to actively implement the recommendations therein so that bicycling 

and walking will be better and safer throughout the Village. 

2. Jan and Don Barshis, 1500 Sheridan Rd— 

We support approval of the Active Transportation Plan and encourage the Board 

and Staff to actively implement the recommendations therein so that bicycling 

and walking will be better and safer throughout the Village. 

3. Bruce Miller, 1007 Lake Avenue— 

Members of the Transportation Commission:  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments regarding the 

Village's Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan.  

Overall the Plan looks good.  It addresses problem areas like Skokie Boulevard, 

Edens Expressway and downtown Wilmette.  

A concern is the Plan's recommendation for a bike boulevard or marked shared 

lanes on Lake Avenue between Wilmette Avenue and Gillson Park (p.54). I 

strongly recommend the use of Forest Avenue instead. Reasons:  

- Lake Avenue east of Wilmette Avenue is one-lane in each direction 



 

 

- Traffic is fast at times as drivers accelerate going east from the stop sign at 

Wilmette Avenue. Drivers also come fast from the east, braking only after 10th 

Street. 

- From our house at 10th Street and Lake Avenue, we see about 30+ pre-teen 

riders daily in the summer on Lake Avenue sidewalks  

- A bike boulevard or marked shared lanes will give these children a false sense 

of security, given the fast traffic and single lanes  

Thank you. 

Bruce Miller (43-year resident of the Village) 

4. Adam Berkson, 57 Crescent Pl— 

I support approval of the Active Transportation Plan and encourage the Board 

and Staff to actively implement the recommendations therein so that bicycling 

and walking will be better and safer throughout the Village.  Thank you  

 

5. Linda Kahn Stremmel— 

I support approval of the Active Transportation Plan and encourage the Board 

and Staff to actively implement the recommendations therein so that bicycling 

and walking will be better and safer throughout the Village. 

6. Karen Glennemeier— 

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents. 

7. Margie Swain— 

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents.  Thank you for your time. 
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8. Kim Hoffmann, 715 Washington Ave— 

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents. 

 

9. David Rabjohns—  

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents. 

 

10. Stephanie Hon— 

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents. 

 

11. David Koch, 1041 Forest Ave— 

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents.  In committing support, however, I do want to 

encourage continued assessment of specific areas that may not be fully 

addressed in the plan.  Adoption is the first step, and improvements can still be 

made.  Lake Avenue in eastern Wilmette continues to be a troublesome area 

with significant risks to pedestrian crossings with the street treated too often as a 

relatively high speed thoroughfare by drivers with no attention to state law to stop 

for crosswalks.  Look at what Evanston has done along Sheridan Ave as a 

starting point for what can at least start to help foster driver compliance.  The too 

often driver rage and aggressive behavior that happens at the five way 

intersection of Lake/Wilmette is also an area that needs attention.  Again, these 

are areas for continued improvement, with adoption of the initial plan as a good 
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first step in continuing to address. 

 

12. Dan Johnson, 1726 Walnut— 

I reviewed the Active Transportation plan and particularly like the idea of slowing 

down automobile traffic on Ridge Road. Please advance this plan (subject to 

whatever modifications you believe are necessary) on to the full council for 

further review in time to impact the 2021 construction season. 

 

There is a lot in that report -- which is a great asset to the Village for years to 

come -- but my takeaway is that the pedestrian infrastructure (higher, bricked 

islands in busy intersections) is the cheapest, fastest, highest impact projects 

that ought to make it in the 2021 summer infrastructure budget for the Village.  

 

I advocated for the pedestrian crossing at Ridge and Walnut a few years ago and 

the entire street feels a lot calmer. The more of those sorts of investments we 

can make in 2021, the better. 

 

I hope we can emphasize more bus stations, especially along Green Bay Road. 

Enhancing the Pace bus service along Green Bay is part of Pace's long-term 

plan and we should build better bus stations for those riders. 

 

I was surprised to learn there used to be a Purple Line stop at Isabella.  

 

Thanks for your volunteer service to our community. 

 

13. Barbara Schoenfield, 328 Wilshire Dr W— 

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents. 
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14. Ken Parkhill, EEC Member— 

As signatories to the Greenest Region Compact, it is incumbent on the Village to 

promote alternatives to automobile travel.  

 

I’m delighted to support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan 

and urge the Commission and Board to implement its reasonable 

recommendations for better, safe biking and walking for all residents.  Thanks 

15. Stan Diskin— 

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents.  Thanks 

16. Lisa Peltekian, 3131 Illinois Rd— 

I currently live on Illinois Rd near Illinois and Hibbard. Between Hibbard and 

Skokie Blvd, Illinois Rd does not have a sidewalk. When I go out for runs, I find 

this extremely dangerous as there have many many times where cars nearly 

sideswipe me or cars are driving faster than normal to get to the Edens. It looks 

like there are multiple options planned for Illinois Rd between Skokie and 

Hibbard, but the plans are not clear. I would personally prefer for a sidewalk to be 

built on the south side of Illinois Rd so it is safer to walk along this part of the 

street. I know there are a few families who live on the same side of Illinois as I do 

and would find it much safer for their children to play in the front yard if a 

sidewalk existed. 

 

Please let me know what's currently planned for this street and if adding a 

sidewalk is currently being considered. 

 

Thanks 
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17. Sarah Titterton, 1700 Forest— 

I was pleased to see that you will wait for revisions before approval. When the 

items for revision were read back to the consultant, the option of further 

discussion on Wilmette Ave. was missed. 

 

Also, I do feel that this could have been a big, visionary plan, and what came out 

was a mediocre plan save for the tunnel option at the Edens. To really mitigate 

the effects of climate change, we need to start taking biking seriously instead of a 

second class option behind cars. The zigzagging of the proposed bike plan 

seemed like “here is how we fit biking into the car world” as opposed to here is 

how we start climate action at a local level. 

18. Kurt Gelhausen, Evanston— 

While I’m technically a resident of Evanston, I think it’s increasingly important for 

our North Shore communities to implement plans that are consistent with and 

supportive of sensible and safe transit networks across the region  I support the 

adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the Commission 

and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking and walking 

for all residents. 

19. Cynthia Doucet, 520 Lawler Ave— 

I have reviewed the information sent out today about the Bike/Walk Wilmette 

plans, and am very concerned about both the Edens underpass, and expected 

increased bike traffic from non-residents on Lawler Avenue.  While I am in favor 

of bicycle access around our village and reduced vehicular traffic, the underpass 

and Lawler boulevard parts of the solution will cause undue negative impacts and 

should be removed from the plan.   

Underpass: 
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• This would create a personal safety issue for people both using and living 

near the tunnel.  I would never let my children use such a tunnel, or recommend 

that anyone else use it, especially with Glenview Road just a block south and 

Lake Avenue just two blocks north.  We can expect that some people will use it 

as a gathering place, sometimes as a public restroom, and whether the tunnel is 

12 or 20 feet wide it just seems like it would be a frightening place, let alone to be 

sold as a "gateway to Avoca West school".  This money would be better put 

toward a soundwall to increase peace and property values rather than scare 

people away from the neighborhood. 

Lawler Avenue bike boulevard: 

• The Hibbard/Glenview connection to the west side of the Edens allows the 

needed access to the west side, in concert with the Lake Avenue improvements, 

without the need to direct additional traffic through the neighborhood directly to 

the east of the Edens, both on Wilmette and Washington Avenues.   Our small 

neighborhood is neither a destination nor should it be a thoroughfare for traffic of 

any sort trying to go East/West between places like the Harms Woods bikepath 

and Wilmette lakefront.  The two sides of the square I've highlighted (Washington 

from Hibbard to Lawler, and Lawler from Washington to Wilmette) do not add 

value, bring non-residents to our quiet neighborhood for no good reason.  We're 

thrilled that our neighborhood is adding families with school-age children, and we 

don't want to put them at risk.    
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Thank you for your consideration.  We appreciate the timing of your 

communication, since we are finalizing plans for remodeling our home (we've 

lived here over 20 years, and I also spent part of my childhood in Wilmette, the 

village is dear to our hearts).  This decision about the underpass will now guide 

our choice about staying in our home or moving.   

 

This is an addition to my communication from yesterday, registering opposition to 

the planned tunnel under the Edens at Wilmette Avenue.   

Background research: 

I have researched the topics of crime, litter, property values, etc. related to 

homes directly abutting a biking/walking path, and I understand that there are 

nuances and positions on both sides of the issue.  I am a health economist and I 

see that while many of the articles and positions may be based on emotion as 

opposed to the scientific method, some of the studies over the years have been 

sound, and clearly let us know what to expect in the way of both benefits and 

drawbacks.   

Concern about tunnel: 

My primary concern is the tunnel, and I hope that those plans can be changed in 

favor of the overland options of Glenview Road and Lake Avenue, which are also 

planned and are within one or two blocks of Wilmette Avenue.  Here is a link to a 

position held by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Federal 

Highway Administration, Centers for Disease Control and Institute of 

Transportation Engineers: 

http://guide.saferoutesinfo.org/engineering/pedestrian_and_bicycle_bridges_and

_tunnels.cfm  The references also specifically discuss use for school children, 

and the Wilmette Bike/Walk proposal mentions the Avoca West access as a 

benefit. 
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The following key points in the NTSB overview are: 

• "Bridges and underpasses will not be used if a more direct route is 

available" 

• "Crime, vandalism, graffiti, lighting and drainage issues may also cause 

problems" 

• Source: SRTS Guide, saferoutesinfo.org (it compiles multiple references 

from independent organizations and sources, which is vital in this type of high-

emotion discussion)  

 

Please consider these items both for our Lawler and LeClaire communities and 

for all Wilmette residents, and choose an alternative other than a new tunnel or 

bridge under/across the Edens.  Thank you. 

20. Pete Brennan, Avoca West P.E. Teacher— 

As an ardent supporter of Safe Routes to Schools, I support the adoption of the 

proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the Commission and Board to 

implement its recommendations for better, safe biking and walking for all 

residents. This plan should be adopted and its proposals fully implemented. 

Thanks!   
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21. Alan Dordek, 606 Lawler— 

I would like to echo Cynthia Doucet’s comments regarding the Edens Bike 

underpass at Wilmette Avenue plus the use of Lawler Avenue as a bike 

path.  This portion of the Village Master Plan is a ludicrous idea.   

Is the Village management aware of how narrow Lawler Avenue is from the 

Synagogue North to the turn leading into Lavergne Avenue just South of Lake 

Avenue?  With the bushes on the west side of the street and any parked cars on 

the East side of Lawler, there isn’t enough room in some areas for two cars to 

pass.  Some folks need the street to park and having more bicyclists on the 

street will only accelerate problems.  

 

I am all for biking and walking, and using Glenview Road for walkers and 

bicyclists rather than building a underpass at Wilmette Avenue is a much more 

logical perspective for both activities.  We already have non-Wilmette people 

coming off of Edens who park on Lawler and Lavergne to conduct unsavory 

business like drug sales.  I recently saw the Wilmette police arresting someone 

conducting this type of business.  What you propose will only accelerate such 

activity due to the increased traffic.   

 

Did anyone poll the residents regarding a move that will reduce the value of their 

homes?  Aren’t the resident issues more important than biking, a hobby that is 

not a year round activity, but living here is?  Running any bike lanes on most 

residential streets is not a good idea and eliminating Lawler from this plan makes 

great sense. 

 

I challenge you to give me valid reason for this very unsavory idea. 

 

Thanks in advance and I hope that residents who oppose this terrible idea have a 

chance to speak their peace before you vote.  We pay you salaries, we should 
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have something to say about a major issue that affects our home, our investment 

and our lives.   

22. Mary Ellen Fausone, Wilmette— 

Hello- 

I am a village resident writing to urge the Transportation Commission to approve 

the Active Transportation Plan. Approval of this plan is long overdue. Biking and 

walking are more popular, and more necessary, now than ever. Approval of this 

plan will allow the Village to move forward with much needed improvements to 

allow better , more accessible movement throughout Wilmette. Let’s get it done! 

Sincerely, 

23. Julie Lambert— 

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents. 

24. Mehul Shah— 

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents. 

25. Shirley Pfenning— 

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents. 

Yes, but no more restaurants on the street sidewalk —one cannot walk /— not 

safe for walker or eater. 

26. Damon Doucet, 520 Lawler Ave— 

Dear Members of the Wilmette Village Transportation Commission, 
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I have reviewed the information sent out regarding the Bike/Walk Wilmette 

proposal and have serious concerns regarding the proposal, specifically the 

proposed underpass under the Edens Expressway and the likelihood of 

increased bicycle traffic on Lawler Avenue. 

Underpass: 

The proposed underpass would create a safety issue for those who live near the 

tunnel and those using the underpass. For those who live near the proposed 

underpass the likelihood of an increase in crime, graffiti and litter is a given when 

a direct route to and from the two quiet and somewhat isolated neighborhoods on 

either side of the Edens is introduced. 

The isolated nature, necessary length and relative narrowness of the underpass 

will create a safety hazard for all who would seek to utilize it, especially children. 

In fact the construction of this underpass would create a space that is isolated by 

vegetation and grade, set at some distance from busy thoroughfares and little 

used since there is already access to the west via the bridge crossings at Lake 

Avenue and Glenview Road, which can be expanded to suit increased bicycle 

and pedestrian traffic at significantly less cost than an underpass and which 

obviates the need for such a waste of money. 

 

Additionally, when heavy rains fall the tunnel will be unusable, as is evidenced by 

the fact that the Edens closes down during heavy rains due to flooding at 

Winnetka Road. This is a recipe for disaster. 

Lawler Avenue bike boulevard: 

With Lake Avenue and Glenview Road providing a connection to the west and 

Hibbard Road providing a connector north and south there is no need to 

introduce additional traffic to our quiet and somewhat isolated neighborhood 
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which has small streets and many small children and elderly people. All this does 

is diminish the quality of life for those of us on the westside, which receives scant 

attention from the Village as it is. If the Village wants to spend millions on the 

westside then build the proposed sound wall we have been seeking for the past 

20 plus years. 

While I am in favor of bicycle access around our village and reduced vehicular 

traffic, the underpass and Lawler boulevard parts of the solution will create a 

dangerous and foreseeable hazard to the residents impacted by this proposal. 

27. Valerie and Mark Pacini, 628 Lawler Ave— 

To Whom It May Concern: 

After reading the letters already sent by our Lawler Avenue neighbors, we felt it 

important to add our thoughts in agreement with Alan Dordek, Cynthia Doucet, 

and Adrienne Kahn. We concur with everything they wrote. We have 2 young 

children that currently ride their bikes around the 600 Lawler Ave. block without 

worry. It would be unfortunate to change the climate of safety and security that 

we have come to know and love living in this area. The concerns that were 

brought up are valid and would become a bigger safety issue that would then 

need more time and money from the village to fix. Will there be more police 

presence in the area? Will there be security and or cleaning crews making 

walkthroughs acceptable? We won't rewrite all of the valid points our neighbors 

have made. However, please take our thoughts seriously as you move forward 

with this plan. It would make us feel very unsafe to have people "hanging out" in 

a tunnel and using our street as a thoroughfare.  

 

We know that above all, you have the best interest of Wilmette residents at the 

forefront of your decisions and are sure you will take our concerns into 

consideration. 
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Thank you for really pondering how this decision would be detrimental to our 

daily lives. 

28. Adrienne Kahn, 600 block of Lawler— 

Hello, 

My name is Adrienne Kahn and I am a 48 year resident on the 600 block of 

Lawler. My home in the center of your designated Lawler bike boulevard between 

Wilmette and Washington, and while there are pros, such as cleaning and 

maintaining the street and bushes from debris, they are not enough to overcome 

the cons to be on board with your plan.The first thing I noticed when reading the 

National Assoc. of City Transportation Officials Urban Bikeway Guide, 

(https://nacto.org/publication/urban-bikeway-design-guide/bicycle-boulevards/) is 

everything is geared for "the comfort" of the bike rider, which is fine, if it doesn't 

run through a 2 car narrow street. There is not even space for a shoulder 

because of the bushes there to protect us from highway noise and soot. Our 

quiet little stretch of sidewalk, filled with children at play, does not have a street 

running East or West is has a "secret sidewalk" as the kids refer to it. This is a 

passthrough walkway as the street, itself, ends at Lavergne and Central. It works 

well for us as residents, children use it to walk or bike ride BUT it may be used by 

the non residents as a quick passthrough. This is of concern because it is not lit 

and anyone could be there. 500-600 Lawler is made up of 2 double blocks of 

homes with no no drama just little kids having safe fun. I don't like the idea of 

someone not from here in that area, which is dark at best. Lawler is not the best 

of lit of streets. 

 

Today, I went over to Laramie, across Edens from my house. I asked many of 

the neighbors if there was alot of bicycle traffic on this very wide road, that can 

easily handle cars parked on either side and bike riders.  The answer was a 

unanimous  yes, which presented an immediate concern to me. Then, I asked if 
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they would be comfortable allow their child to use the tunnel, that your committee 

seems to find so necessary because of pressure from bike riders. The answer 

was no! Not in, especially, today's climate. Others said they would have no need 

to use it, which I expect will be a proven fact, not much use and waste of our tax 

dollars at this time in country conditions. Anyway, non residents will also be 

coming day and night into our street and having been robbed twice, it is not a 

comfortable feeling. 

 

As I said, I am 78 and many of my Lawler neighbors are approx my age. The 

other end is we are seeing a great increase of young families with children. The 

kids are up and down the safe street with rarely person to be seen. To me a 

strong issue is safety. I would not feel safe going out at midnight to throw last 

minute garbage before pickup, or walk my dog even in front or come home in the 

dark because of the transit situation your plan will create. My home has a street 

light in front and could easily be used as a stop off and resting area on my 

property. Yes, it is village property, BUT I live here!! This street is ONLY FOR 2 

CARS side by side. It is not your standard street. The opposite side from my 

home is county/IDOT property. There is no room for a soft shoulder. The 

trees/bushes are very important not only for soot protection but for sound buffer. 

Since 2002 or before we have been trying to get berms, but village tells us no 

money, even though we qualified. I came here with good hearing I now wear 

aids, the decibel level is so bad, hard to visit outside. Your plan will lower our 

property value even more than the highway does. This is a serious 

situation  Little kids are being put at risk on many levels. They have a whole safe 

strip 4 blocks of sidewalk to play and parents are comfortable letting them ride 

their bikes back and forth because basically the only walking traffic we have is 

ourselves and some dogwalkers from neighboring blocks. We all know and look 

after each other, especially the elderly. Yes, I do have a husband, but it has no 

bearing on my need to feel safe on the street. 
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I fear the village controlling how many cars can come on our street, I fear the 

removal or limiting of parking that is mentioned, which is very limited at best and 

all because it will make the bike rider happy!! Is this what you would want for your 

street to become...govt tells you what you have to have and do because it 

benefits non-residents and you the taxpayer/homeowner's wants mean 

nothing?   I do not want to live in an executive order world to benefit someone's 

hobby. I want to have all the company I want driving to my home and have a 

place to park. I want my bushes and trees to stay. I want to feel safe to walk my 

dog at 11 at night without fear of a stranger sitting under the street light on my 

front lawn to rest, or at anytime during the day. I fear losing my little corner of the 

world as it is now and fear it will become a busy bypass.....You will make our 

lives different and not in a good way, You will hurt of way of life in terms of 

privacy and safety and home value. Is this what Wilmette wants to do when there 

are other alternatives,. 

 

I am sad that after all these decades of being a resident that this board has seen 

fit to disrupt a little corner of Wilmette for those that don't even live in town. I have 

now come to believe  the streetlights were okd after petitions were submitted not 

because we wanted it, but because of your bike plan,which the Village never 

mentioned and that is why it wasn't necessary to put lights on the 700-800 

blocks. The flowers and curbs are not only a pilot project as I told, but part of 

your 2016 looking forward plan and maybe before, in the days of Briget whom 

was also trying to get us our berms. Everything you are doing is in the design 

elements of the guide mentioned in the first paragraph and all your prior agenda 

reports for so many years ago. We teach out kids to speak truth not to speak 

omit. I don't truly care about bike riders comfort at the sake of the comfort and 

security of  residents on the 500-600 blocks of Lawler.  One thing you should 

note, it is not the safe route you suspect. There a multiple critters that come out 

from the highway/woods and visit like oppossim, skunks, rabbits and the like. 

One crosses the bike riders path and off they fall. This is reality of Lawler. 
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My suggestion if you must have this wasteful tunnel, that we have all seen similar 

tunnels fill with dirt, garbage and whatever beside graffiti of course. Will water 

enter the tunnel during the rainfalls?  Why the bike boulevard be at Lavergne, 

which is a main full size street and let our little kids be safe and protected as they 

have been for over 50 years on our little block  The secret sidewalk has made it 

very special. We don't want nor need the fear of a stranger, or even a bike rider 

on our sidewalk if the street is too crowded 

 

Thank you in advance for reading my letter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Adrienne Kahn 

29. Candice Gordon, 610 Lawler Ave— 

To whom It May Concern: 

I am a resident of Lawler Avenue neighborhood.  I just learned of the Village’s 

plans for an Edens’ underpass.  Also, surprisingly, our small street has been 

identified as a bicycle boulevard.  This proposal is alarming to me.   

Our street is quite narrow.  The west side of the street is county property and 

covered with bushes and vegetation.  This vegetation benefits us by buffering out 

the noise which is generated by the Edens Expressway, but it limits street 

parking to the east side of our street.  Since many people park on the east side of 

the block and trucks and service vehicles are often parked there, often only one 

car can safely pass down the street .  There isn’t enough space to add increased 

bicycle traffic without posing additional risk. 

Lawler Avenue is home to many people with young families and many elderly 

residents.  Children often play up and down the block, and walkers and runners 
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are also on the sidewalks.  More traffic of any kind would pose additional dangers 

to our residents.  

Like many on the 600 block of Lawler, I am a dog walker.  I take my dog out at all 

hours of the day and night.  Lawler Avenue is quite a dark street at night.  

Recently, the village installed some street lights, but it is still very difficult to see 

at night.  A “secret sidewalk” runs between Lawler and Lavergne, and it is not 

illuminated at night.  I fear that your proposal could allow strangers onto our 

street at all hours of the night.  

Why would the village allow a tunnel to exit into a quiet neighborhood filled with 

families?  Aren’t there better alternatives?  May I suggest that you look further 

south?  At Old Glenview Road and Frontage Road, there is a section where there 

is no sidewalk.  Homes there face east.  On the west side of the highway, there is 

a hotel.  Such a placement would not affect walkers, children at play and 

community members.  If this is not suitable, why not go further to the north?  

Place your tunnel between Loyola’s parking lot and Eden’s Plaza.  Again, this 

placement would keep our small street filled with families from being impacted 

negatively. 

I hope you will act to protect our community by rejecting the current proposal.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

30. Joel Africk, 1221 Ashland Ave— 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

My wife and I are 29-year residents of Wilmette and regular bike riders.  I ride 

early in the mornings on Sheridan Rd. and I take more leisurely rides on the 

North Branch Trail, which requires that I ride west through Wilmette and cross 

over the Edens Expy.  I ride approximately 2500 miles a year.  My wife rides on 

some of the same routes.  We enjoy biking for recreation and fitness. 
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I read the much-delayed report describing the Plan cover to cover (there is a 

typographical error on page 63).  When I began reading the report I was hopeful 

that Wilmette would be taking a serious step forward in making the Village a 

more bike-friendly place and, through the adoption of a Plan, it would make the 

Village more attractive to individuals and families seeking a great north shore 

suburb that recognized the importance of biking.  That is not the feeling I had 

when I finished reading the Plan.   

While I support the Active Transportation Plan, and I encourage you to move it 

forward to the Village Board, I regard the Plan as only an  incremental step 

forward—it is almost as if Wilmette thought some action  was needed to “check a 

box” given the great strides of communities such as Evanston to make 

themselves more bike friendly.   

The term “bike friendly” means much more than paint and signage, which are the 

two things that the Active Transportation Plan provides for the most part.  Bike 

riders are pleased to see increased signage for themselves, so they can follow 

the established bike routes. And we support increased signage to remind 

motorists we all share the road.  Likewise, we are happy to see an occasional 

painted bike lane (whether designated with a solid line or a dotted line).  None of 

those, however, protect bike riders as well as the creation of more curb-protected 

bike lanes, greater use of traffic control signals that are bike friendly, further 

expansion of the few protected sidepaths proposed in the plan, and more 

concerted actions by the Village to communicate to all Village residents that bike 

riders are more than simply tolerated in Wilmette. 

My suggestion is that the Village move this Plan forward (we are already 

considerably behind other communities) but that it also undertake an effort to do 

more going forward to promote active transportation and biking (i.e. let’s not 

make this an “every few years activity”).  Between the alternatives of opposing 

the consideration of this plan (in which case no coordinated action can be 
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expected on active transportation) and moving the plan forward (and achieving 

some modest incremental improvements), I favor the latter.  But I really think 

Wilmette can do more to make itself truly bike friendly. 

31. Joel Grossman, 808 Westwood Ln— 

To Whom It May Concern: 

As an avid cyclist, both for recreation and (eventually, again) commuting, I 

support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents. 

32. Piper Rothschild, 1046 Elmwood Ave— 

Dear Commissioners and Board members: 

 

I strongly urge the Commission and Board to adopt the Master Bike and Active 

Transportation Plan. Wilmette needs to be at the forefront of better, safer biking 

and walking, and the Plan is a great start to achieving that goal. I walk and/or 

bike through the Village daily and know that many of the improvements 

designated in the Plan will make my trips easier and less dangerous.  

I commend the Village for developing the Plan and encourage the Board and 

staff to work diligently and quickly to adopt the recommendations that the Plan 

proposes. 

Thank you very much. 

33. Janice Figman— 

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 

Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents. 

34. Steve Perry, 86 Temple Ct, Winnetka— 

I support the adoption of the proposed Active Transportation Plan and urge the 
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Commission and Board to implement its recommendations for better, safe biking 

and walking for all residents. 

35. Harry Drucker, 2500 Greenwood Ave— 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen of Wilmette's Transportation Commission: 

Thank you for devoting your time to serving on Wilmette's Transportation 

Commission. 

The purpose of my email to you is to express my support for Wilmette's proposed 

Active Transportation Plan.  Biking and walking for getting to work, school or 

doing errands as well as for recreation or for exercise has numerous obvious 

side benefits for our community and its residents.  The Village would be well-

advised to enact polices and adopt plans that promote safe walking and biking in 

our community. 

The proposed Active Transportation Plan is a good first step in the right direction.  

Our Village should adopt it and use it as a starting place to implement more 

thorough policies that will truly make Wilmette the leader it should be in providing 

a safe and robust walking and biking environment for everyone. 

Thank you and kind regards. 

36. Mary Plante, 1004 Oakwood Ave— 

I have lived in Wilmette for 31 years and run outdoors nine hours a week.  The 

greatest enemy of runners, walkers and pleasure cyclists are the cyclists in the 

outfits and full gear.  They speed around families and individuals who are out for 

a pleasure ride.  They don't yield to pedestrians trying to cross the street.  They 

are rude, yell epithets at us and even hold out their arms to threaten safe 

passage. They also do not obey traffic signals thereby putting drivers in danger, 

also.  In these times of social distancing it is even worse.  When I am running on 

the sidewalk and a family or older individuals are approaching, I will move to the 

street where I am yelled at and many times have to move to the middle of the 

street because the cyclists will not make room for me. 
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Please keep in mind that the "share the road' signs don't mean "move over for 

the cyclists."  I urge you to visit the streets, especially Sheridan Rd, Poplar, 

Linden and Greenleaf any morning 8:00am to noon.  I do not agree with giving 

these cyclists any more of our streets. The money can go elsewhere and more 

paths will not work with these people. A few years ago, the police bicycle unit 

was giving citations to these cyclists if they did not follow traffic laws and/or put 

someone else in danger.  That worked until it was disbanded. 

37. Richard Nedhardt— 

I believe that it will be a total waste of money to build this tunnel.  This tunnel 

would be a redundant crossing to either Glenview Road or Lake Avenue.  It 

would be another infrastructure item to maintain for millennia.  It would invite 

issues that are probably going to require police action. 

38. Kenneth Obel— 

I am writing in strong support of the Active Transportation Plan. I encourage the 

Board to approve it at its first opportunity and the Staff to actively implement 

its recommendations so that bicycling and walking will be safer, easier, and more 

enjoyable throughout the Village. There is so much that can be done so easily; 

once we do these things, we will – I guarantee you – be so satisfied and never 

look back.  

 

First and foremost, with the Greenleaf resurfacing project nearing completion, 

bike signage and infrastructure should be implemented right away – especially in 

view of the absence of accommodations in the Central Street project. If the 

expectation is for cyclists to use Greenleaf, then it will be necessary to make 

Greenleaf as desirable (or more desirable) than Central. I wish to note here that 

Greenleaf is currently the officially designating East-West bike route in East 

Wilmette and this continues to be the case under the Plan. We have an 

immediate opportunity to implement the Plan and indeed, to do even better than 
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what the Plan suggests. Greenleaf should become a model of great bike 

infrastructure in our Village, and we should be extremely creative and forward-

looking in our measures. 

 

I speak of course for myself, but my feeling is that there is widespread support for 

better bike and pedestrian infrastructure in our community. 

 

Thank you for taking my input. 

 

Very truly yours, 

39. Tim Perry, 1433 Forest Ave— 

To the Trustees: 

 

I am writing to support the adoption of the Master Bike and Transportation Plan 

that is being presented to the Transportation Commission tonight.   

 

I have worked on bike issues in Wilmette for over 15 years. I started with the 

Wilmette Bike Task Force and moved to the Environmental Commission for 3 

terms as the bike representative on that group. I am currently an active member 

of Bike Walk Wilmette, a group of dedicated activists who are trying to improve 

walking and biking conditions around our village. It was the forerunner of this 

group that worked to get Wilmette designated a Bronze Level Bicycle Friendly 

Community by the League of American Bicyclists.  

 

My last official work for the Village was as a member of the Master Bike and 

Active Transportation Advisory Group. This was the group that met in December 

of 2017 to get the wheels turning on the plan that is being presented tonight. I led 

a bike tour of the Village for the consulting engineers on this project in 

September of 2018 and have been watching this plan come to fruition for the last 
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2 1/2 years. While this plan is not perfect, I think it's an important step forward 

and a critical document to guide the Village as our infrastructure projects move 

forward. 

 

Wilmette has always had an active number of cyclists and walkers but events of 

the last few months have moved people out to the streets and sidewalks like 

we’ve never seen. I think this is great. The Village should encourage these types 

of activities. The adoption of the Master Bike and Transportation Plan can go a 

long way in providing that encouragement. 

40. Iliana Mora— 

Hello Board of Trustees, 

 

I have two children in the Avoca School District and they travel via bike over the 

edens expressway. On a couple of occasions they have been very close to being 

hit by a car, inches away, when I was actually with them. The proposed 

pedestrian tunnel will save lives, in particular children lives, an improve safety in 

our community.  

 

I ask that you please approve the pedestrian tunnel under Edens.  

 

Thank you, 

Iliana  

41. JT Junque-- 

I live along the Edens corridor, and I am appalled I am just now, and accidentally, 

learning of the plan to build a tunnel under Edens Expressway. 

As a resident directly impacted by such a proposal, should we not have recived 

formal notice of public hearings on this issue? 

 

I am firmly against any public funds dedicated to building anything that would 



 

26 
 

require maintenance while our village is so behind in many of the basic services 

so desperately needed.  

 

What possible justification could there be for constructing a throughway under 

the expressway when two overpasses exist less than 1/2 mile on either side? 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

42. Lucia Composto— 

We opposed !!!!! 

A justification for children to access Avoca West. �����those little one aren’t Middle 

school either High School age. I don’t want to be rude, but that is the most 

outrageous excuse. We always use Either LAKE or GLENVIEW Rd what is 

wrong with that ������� . We want to Keep our street safer for our little ones and not 

ease access to stranger PLEASE!!! 

43. Rachel Goodman, MD— 

Dear members of the Transportation Committee, 

 

I am writing in support of adopting the Bike/Walk Active Transportation plan.  

 

I think it is a great first step toward making our community more bike and 

pedestrian friendly.  It will improve the well-being of those in our community.  And 

it will make Wilmette a more desirable place to live.  

 

As a pediatrician, I always talk to my patients about the benefits of walking and 

biking to school. Our community has many barriers making this impossible to do 

safely for many children.  This led a group of us to apply for a Safe Routes to 

School Grant for the Avoca School District. We were awarded a grant, and hired 

a group of consultants to help map out safe routes to school.  They found many 

barriers that will not change without infrastructure changes and education of the 
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community.  

 

Please let’s take this first step for our children, ourselves, and our community as 

a whole.  

Sincerely, 

44. Betsy Harootyan, 318 Latrobe Avenue, Northfield IL 

Hello -  

 

While a resident of Northfield, I am also a resident of Avoca School District 37. I 

serve on the Safety & Civics Committee for the Village of Wilmette as a 

representative of Avoca SD37 and I am also a member of the Avoca committee 

for Safe Routes to School and Pedestrian Safety.  

 

Having school-aged children be able to ride and walk to school safely is a 

passion of mine, and I have been advocating for safer routes to school since my 

first son started kindergarten at Avoca. When my children were younger (they are 

currently rising 4th and 7th graders), I would accompany them on their bike rides 

to school - the safest route for them is approximately 2 miles each way and 

requires crossing many busy roads). Once my older son reached a certain age, 

he was independent enough to ride alone to school, and I hope my younger son 

will be able to do the same. During this recent pandemic, due to a lack of camp 

or other organized activities, I now feel very comfortable letting my sons have the 

freedom to ride their bikes all over town. They have developed a wonderful sense 

of independence all on their own - and they have been outside getting exercise 

for hours!  

 

The busy roads that criss-cross through the Avoca school district are so tricky for 

young children to manage so many parents, understandably, do not feel 

comfortable allowing their children to bike or walk to school - many of whom live 
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within a mile from the schools. However, the health benefits - mental and 

physical - cannot be understated, and by limiting our area children these 

opportunities due to unsafe passages, we are doing a disservice to the future of 

our community. Many parents say they wish their children would walk or bike to 

school if there was a safer route; the pedestrian tunnel under the Edens 

expressway and major safety changes to Lake Avenue over the expressway 

would provide this for our families. The location of the pedestrian tunnel will not 

only benefit students going to/from the Avoca district schools (Avoca West and 

Marie Murphy) but it will also be an asset to the Romona district families who 

also border this tunnel location. Students traversing to Romona, Highcrest, and 

Wilmette Jr. High from east Glenview will be able to safely ride their bikes to 

school via this access point. 

 

I will continue to support safe routes for cyclists and pedestrians of all ages, and I 

most certainly support the ideas presented in the Walk/Bike Wilmette Plan. 

45. Beth Drucker— 

Dear Members of the Wilmette Transportation Commission: 

 

I am writing to ask for your support for the Walk and Bike Plan. Wilmette 

residents will all benefit from making our community a better place to walk and 

bike.  

 

I am currently a member of the Bike Walk Wilmette group, and have long been 

an advocate of active transportation accommodations in Wilmette.  As an avid 

cyclist and traveler, I have observed creative solutions in many other 

communities for decades. I am eager to see Wilmette continue to improve local 

conditions, using the walk and bike plan as a starting point, and making the 

needs of walkers and bikers an important criteria in all planning decisions, in 

keeping with our Complete Streets policy.  
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I look forward to working with the Village in this effort.  

Sincerely, 

46. Susan Raben, Lawler Ave— 

I have lived in Wilmette for 50 years, raising three children and have been both 

an avid walker and biker.  One of the many positive aspects of living here has 

been the overall safety of the community. Having only one car when my children 

were young, I am very familiar with the village, having walked or ridden 

throughout.  I have found that the busiest and most dangerous place in the entire 

village is the Eden’s overpass at Lake Street and yet it appears that no plan has 

been considered to provide a safe way for pedestrians and bikers to connect the 

east and west side of the expressway.  This passage is used multiple times a day 

by young and old, who are accessing Loyola, New Trier, and Eden’s Plaza, along 

with many other destinations.  There is not a need to make an underground 

walkway at Wilmette Avenue, since there are sidewalks on both sides of 

Glenview Road, which is not even close to being as busy and dangerous as Lake 

Street.  What is desperately needed is a safe way to cross Eden’s at Lake 

Street.  Having followed the Rails and Trails projects through out the country, I 

am assuming that the proposed Skokie Valley Trail would be developed on the 

abandoned train tracks west of Eden’s Expressway.  An overpass at Lake Street 

would provide a safe way to cross over the expressway and easy access to the 

Skokie Valley Trail without making a number of high-density side streets a great 

deal less safe.  There is open grassland on either side of the highway that would 

provide a way to enter and exit the overpass using a gradual increase in height. 

While the proposed tunnel has a number of potential negatives in terms of safety, 

an overpass at Lake Street has an equal number of positives in terms of safety 

and providing access to the proposed Skokie Valley Trail.   

 

I would appreciate it if this comment could be read and shared at tonight’s 

meeting. 

Thank you, 
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47. Ann Nagle, MD— 

Dear Members of the Transportation Commission: 

 

I am writing in support of the adoption of Wilmette's Master Bike and Active 

Transportation Plan. 

 

I am a physician and both a local and national advocate for safe opportunities to 

walk and bicycle as a means to one's best health.  In January 2020, the CDC 

introduced their initiative "Active People, Healthy Nation."  The initiative aims to 

increase physical activity through several strategies at the community level. The 

top pillar of this program is to create Activity-Friendly Routes to Everyday 

Destinations. Wilmette's Master Bike/Ped Plan and our Complete Streets policy 

can provide the guidance to create future roadway design that supports this aim 

to make it easy, safe, and enjoyable for people of all ages and abilities to walk 

and bicycle to destinations throughout our village. 

 

Thank you for your service to our community. 

Sincerely, 

 

48. A Fogel— 

Let me first point out that the Avoca and Marie Murphy students who may or may not 

use the proposed tunnel all reside north of Wilmette Ave.  The boundary for the 

district is the north side of Wilmette Ave and the west side of Hibbard.  So that is just 

over four blocks between Wilmette and Lake, where there are already sidwalks and 

an overpass.    Furthermore, the bikers who I talked to ALL would rather cross over 

on Glenview Road than take an underground tunnel.  It seems like a colossal 

expenditure for a very small population and therefore very limited use. 

 

In addition, I have serious concerns about the safety, cleanliness and maintenance 

of a tunnel.   The Village of WIlmette has not cut back overgrown growth, covering 
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the pedestrian sidewalk on Wilmette Ave between Meadow Dr and Hunter Ave. 

causing walkers and bikers to veer onto the parkway and the street.  I would like 

everyone to know that this walk is the designated "SAFE WALKING ROUTE" for 

Highcrest School, WIlmette Jr. High and Romona School, by the Village and the 

school district, as well as serving Regina High Students.  If they can not or will not 

continuously maintain this heavily trafficked path why would anyone think it would be 

different for a new longer, expensive and not as heavily used tunnel. 

 

Just take a look at the very small tunnel on the east side of Skokie Blvd. just south of 

the Keay Nature Center that I believe was constructed years ago for drainage.  It 

may still drain,  but it is filled with litter and landscape debris and has not been 

cleaned, raked or swept this year!!!
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Also, what happens when someone gets injured in the tunnel.  Sounds like a 

lawsuit against the village waiting to happen. 

 

49. Domingo Composto— 

On the west side of Edens we don't have garage, beside our driveway extra cars 

are parked on the street 

 

We don't understand how a neighborhood like ours will accomodate access to 

those big groups of bicycles, that usually we see on Glenview Road  

 

We opposed  

 

Thank you for your understanding  

 

50. Dorothy Elfring, 1323 Sherwood Rd, Glenview— 

Hello!  I’m fully supportive of a bike/pedestrian underpass at Wilmette Ave.  We 

live in the Avoca district and me and my kids can ride to their friends houses 

without going on the overpass which can be dangerous. 

 

51. Meryl Lipman— 

I am a long time resident on Wilmette Ave., west of Edens near Laramie. I'm very 

opposed to construction of this path. This traffic would create an abundance of 

traffic in my neighborhood. It would create an atmosphere of little privacy and a 

possible increase in robberies and vandalism. 

 

During warm weather this neighborhood has had a history of increased 

robberies due to the fact that we are located in a convenient spot for easy access 

to Edens highway. More influence isn't necessary. 

 

In addition, increased bike traffic would be a safety hazard to pedestrians. I 

believe there is a better use for federal funds than this. 

Sincerely, 
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52. Terri Rothstein— 

What is being done to prevent the Tunnel underneath the expressway from 

aggravating the already major flooding problems in West Wilmette?  Was the 

Tunnel factored in when the decision was made to fund the flood management 

project at less than maximum?   

 

53. Dana Garbarski, LaPorte Ave— 

I'm excited about the opportunity for a pedestrian tunnel under the Edens at 

Wilmette Ave. This plan connects D37 and D39 students on either side of the 

Edens to their respective schools and friends on the other side, allows for 

pedestrian access in a much safer way than Lake Ave., and connects east of the 

Edens directly to the north branch trail at the Wilmette Ave. crossing.  The 

entrance to Glenview rd from east side is 4 blocks from Lawler and Wilmette (i.e., 

far out of the way, particularly for pedestrians), unless you climb the hill, which is 

not accessible. I don't know what other plans have been under consideration, but 

wanted to voice my support for something that would directly improve the quality 

of life for my children and others. I'm all for however we can improve 

accessibility, access, and safe pathways for biking and walking to connect our 

community.    
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DEPARTMENT OF                 (847) 853-7500 
ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS         Fax (847) 853-7705 
                         TDD (847) 853-7634 

Municipal Services Committee Meeting  
September 29, 2020 

 
The following are public comments submitted to staff for the September 29, 2020 

Municipal Services Committee Meeting. 

 

1. Eileen & Bill Lai, 3212 Wilmette Ave— 

We are commenting regarding the proposed plan for an underground 

walking/biking tunnel below the Edens.  We have lived in the neighborhood on 

Wilmette Avenue for 30 years and raised 3 children.  We are on the East side of 

the expressway but west of Hibbard Road. Our children attended Avoca West 

and we never walked with our kids to Avoca West nor do we know any other 

parent walking from our neighborhood to Avoca West. Avoca West is for 

Kindergarten through 5th grade so the children are pretty young and it would 

probably take at least 30 minutes of walking to reach Avoca.  If a parent would 

want to walk their children to school, they would most likely not want to use a 

tunnel but rather get the fresh air and sunlight of the walk. Also at the younger 

grades there’s no way a parent would feel safe sending the children to walk by 

themselves through a tunnel to school. We think the justification of building a 

tunnel for the children to access Avoca West does not make sense as it would be 

highly unlikely to be used for this purpose.   

 

There’s better options for walkers and bikers such as Lake Ave and Glenview 

Road.



 

Thank you for considering our comments. 

Sincerely  

2. Alan Dordek, 606 Lawler— 

Wilmette Transportation Committee: 

 

Over time, I reflected on Madame Chairperson’s final comments regarding the 

tunnel and paraphrasing “Don’t worry about it, it’s at least 5 years down the 

road”.  This cavalier comment to a pressing issue to many of us is extremely 

inappropriate.  Let’s place a bike path in front of your house with folks going past 

at a fast clip and see how you feel.  Let’s place a tunnel under the expressway 

next to your property and see how you feel. 

 

I and my neighbors are not against biking, nor are we against a way to make it 

easier to get across the expressway or for children to get to school.  What we are 

against is an ill-conceived,  poorly researched plan and your comments were 

interpreted by many of us as don’t worry about it now, we’ll sneak it in down the 

road. 

 

Thanks for the opportunity of commenting on a critical issue for many of us. 

3. Sharon and Dennis McCarthy, 101 Sterling Lane— 

We’re writing to let you know we oppose a bike boulevard on Sterling Lane. We 

live on the corner of Sterling and Isabella and car traffic there makes a bike lane 

unsafe for the bikers much of the time. 

Thank you for your consideration 

Sharon and Dennis McCarthy 

 

4. Jocelyn Trokenheim, 138 Sterling Lane— 
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My name is Jocelyn Trokenheim and I've been living on Sterling Lane since 

2002.  I understand that there is a Plan to designate Sterling Lane as "Bike 

Boulevard" and I would like to voice my opposition for it.  Sterling Lane is a 

narrow street with islands already built into it.  The fact is that we already have 

many bikers bike through the street without any signage and I believe any 

additional Signages or markings will make the street unnecessarily crowded and 

undesirable. 

 

Thank you for your considerations, 

Jocelyn Trokenheim 

 

5. Toby Meyer, 114 Sterling Lane— 

 

Dear Committee and Mr Manis, 

 

I have been living at 114 Sterling Lane for the past 8 years. I understand that you 

would like to designate Sterling Lane as a ‘bike boulevard’. I oppose this plan for 

several reasons. First, Sterling Lane is a narrow street divided by a median filled 

with shrubs and trees. There is no room on this narrow street to park a car, so 

residents park partially on the sidewalk, and there is no shoulder. Currently, 

backing out of a driveway is rather unsafe and directing bikes on this street would 

be unsafe to those using Sterling.  

 

In fact, I ask you to send someone from the village to clock the speed and 

number of cars going North on Sterling from 3:30pm-6:30pm on weekdays. I 

think you will be appalled! If you make car traffic on Sterling Lane, residents 

only then I would be in favor of the Village making Sterling Lane a bike 

boulevard. In addition, directing the bike traffic onto Ridge Road is also unsafe. 

While I am in favor of promoting bike transportation (I have a son studying Urban 

and Regional planning at the U of I), I think including Sterling Lane in the plan is 
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an unsafe solution and should not be considered further. 

Thank you, 

Toby Meyer 

 

6. David Plandowski, 122 Sterling Lane— 

 

Hi Dan -  

I am writing in response to the Bike Boulevard designation planned for Sterling 

Lane.  We are newer residents on Sterling (purchased number 122 in 2019) but I 

have concerns about inviting more traffic into the area.  First, Sterling is already 

frequently used by many bikers, seemingly without concern.  I am glad to see 

that local people feel safe cycling in the community and, as the father of two 

young children, am encouraged by the healthy and environmentally-friendly 

lifestyle.  In the time before COVID, cycling through Wilmette to the Metra was a 

great, peaceful activity. That said, I am afraid the impact of this designation could 

encourage even more cyclists and traffic to this short, narrow street. 

 

Sterling is a short street with only 6 small properties on each side of the median 

at its longest point.  This means cyclists and cars are not sharing the road for an 

inordinate amount of time.  Additionally, the median on Sterling means that each 

direction is quite narrow.  Add the fact that cars are frequently parked on the 

sidewalk (residents, service, and now many delivery vehicles) and I fear cars 

would have less space to navigate our lane.   

 

For me, the larger problem is that Sterling is already a cut-through path used by 

many people to avoid the traffic light at Wilmette and Ridge.  Despite signs 

prohibiting turns on Sterling during designated hours, our street is constantly 

used as a shortcut.  In my 1.5 years living here I have never seen a ticket issued 

for an illegal turn on Sterling.  While writing this email I have seen at least a half-

dozen cars make illegal turns.  Combining the existing illegal auto activity with 
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more cyclists in an already narrow street doesn't feel like a positive decision for 

Sterling.   

 

While I do not support designating Sterling as a Bike Boulevard in the current 

state, I would support this plan if Sterling were also designated (and enforced) 

as a Residents Only street.  This would eliminate the excess car traffic and 

encourage cycling.  I think that would be a safe compromise for the positive 

cycling initiative and safety of this narrow lane. 

 

7. Mary Beth Tighe, 141 Sterling Lane— 

 

Dear Dan and Transportation Committee:  

 

Thank you, Dan, for speaking with me on Friday to answer my questions about 

the Bike Plan. I have also previously shared my thoughts on the Plan at one of 

the open houses and by a previous email. I am a resident of Sterling Lane and as 

avid biker both for fitness and for transportation having commuted daily to the 

Metra train station (until CO-Vid) for 15 years.  

 

Although the Village's efforts to promote bike transportation is commendable I 

strongly oppose the designation of Sterling Lane as a "Bike Boulevard" (including 

the Isabella portion to Sterling) as part of the Plan. I am asking that you 

reconsider the necessity of the Plan as it relates to Sterling Lane and the impact 

to Sterling Lane. Sterling is a very narrow and short street (two blocks) with no 

shoulder, a center median, no parkways in front of the homes and residential 

parking on the street - residents actually park halfway in the street and halfway 

on the sidewalk because the street is narrow). This makes it unsafe and not a 

good solution for the goals of the Plan.  
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I understand a goal of designating Sterling is to provide bikers with an option to 

use Isabella versus Wilmette Ave. By designating Sterling Lane the route delivers 

bikers heading west onto Ridge Road which is a very fast street and in very 

bumpy condition. For bikers heading east the Plan requires them to also travel on 

Ridge. Ridge is only getting busier with the construction of the Artis Retirement 

home.  

I know that transportation bikers inherently use the roads that are shortest to their 

destination and in good condition. Sterling is an indirect street as it zigs zag north 

then west and vice versa.  

 

Some bikers do use Sterling but not a lot and therefore the addition of any 

signage or markings or coatings as part of the Plan on Sterling is not necessary. 

They are also esthetically undesirable due to the size of the street and nature of 

the street as pointed out above. For the bikers that currently use Sterling (a few 

regulars) they know the route do not seem to have any problem finding the street 

absent signs and markings.  

 

Respectfully submitted:  

Mary Beth Tighe 
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Memorandum 

Date: 09/29/2020 

To: Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and 

Public Works 

Daniel Manis, P.E., Village Engineer 

Danielle Horn, P.E., Project Manager  

From: Jacque Henrikson, Civiltech Engineering, Inc. 

Josie Willman, Civiltech Engineering, Inc. 

Heather Schady, Active Transportation Alliance 

Re: Public comments received on the project website for the 
Wilmette Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan. 

 

Below are public comments received through the Walk Bike Wilmette project 

website and a reply to an announcement sent through the email listserv from 

September 24, 2020 to date. 

 

Name: Alan Dordek  

Phone:   

Would you like to receive emails for plan updates and upcoming 

events?: Yes, please add my email to the newsletter distribution list  

Email Address:   

Message (optional): 606 Lawler. I looked at the map and frankly nothing has 

changed. Didn't you hear the messages of Lawler residents concerning the 

bike path and the overpass/underpass at Wilmette Avenue? Where are the 

changes that would make sense? Why don't we route the bike path past all of 

the committee' members homes with the underpass/overpass on their lot 

lines. That would make sense to me.  

 

Again, you have existing thoroughfare's which can easily handle the bike 

path like Hibbard, Lake and Glenview Road. Use them!  

Your Location:  

(Sent via Village of Wilmette Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan) 

 

Name: Sarah Lyke  

Phone:   

Would you like to receive emails for plan updates and upcoming 

events?: Yes, please add my email to the newsletter distribution list  

Email Address:   
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Message (optional): Hello, I am writing to ask whether there can be further consideration of a light at 

the intersection of Sheridan and Washington, a major access point for the swimming beach. It is just 

not realistic to expect people coming from the south to walk north to Lake, and then south again to the 

beach house. On at least 3 occasions this summer, pedestrians have been almost hit. This is an 

accident waiting to happen. Surely the light could be timed with the one at Lake, so as not to 

inconvenience drivers? Thanks for your consideration.  

Your Location: 819 Michigan Ave  

(Sent via Village of Wilmette Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan) 

 

Name: Margo Turner  

Phone:   

Would you like to receive emails for plan updates and upcoming events?: Yes, please add my 

email to the newsletter distribution list  

Email Address:   

Message (optional): I had heard that there would be a pedestrian walking/running path developed. I 

don't see anything like a designated pathway in the plans. Perhaps I have overlooked it in my search. 

The number of walkers in the western section of Wilmette has grown exponentially in the last year. 

Trying to use the bike path is sometimes dangerous for all. I hope that walking/running path is still part 

of the plan. Thank you.  

Your Location: I am a resident living on Locust Road across from Community Playfield. That is why I 

can see the large number of walkers in this area.  

(Sent via Village of Wilmette Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan) 

 

Name: Richard Roche  

Phone:   

Would you like to receive emails for plan updates and upcoming events?: No, do not add my 

email to the newsletter distribution list  

Email Address:  

Message (optional): Metra access: The plan does little to remedy the challenges people living west of 

Green Bay Road face in accessing the Metra. Coming from the east, things are a breeze. Coming from 

the west, where you’re dealing with the Metra gates, things are quite different. While the east side has 

about 300 parking spaces, 75 (?) sheltered bike racks, and safe pedestrian access, the west side has 
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15 (?) parking spaces. ZERO bike parking, and many evening commuters have to descend a grassy 

slope. (1) a Pedestrian underpass so people don’t have to dodge traffic to make their morning train 

from the west, and (2) sheltered bike parking on the west, please.  

Your Location: Washington and Harvard  

(Sent via Village of Wilmette Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan) 

 

Name: Julie Marie  

Email Address:  

Message: Walkable and bike friendly means the police need to patrol streets that cars like to race 

down: Hibbard Road north of Lake Ave. and Lake Ave from GreenBay Road to Sheridan.  

(Sent as a reply to Walk Bike Wilmette listserv announcement: Village to Present Revised Master Bike 

& Active Transportation Plan) 

 

 

 

 




