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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 

OUTSIDE AT MAIN ENTRACE OF VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE 
ON TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2021 AT 7:00 P.M. 

 

President Bielinski called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
1.0 ROLL CALL 

President: Bob Bielinski 
 
Trustees: Daniel Sullivan 
 Peter Barrow  
 Kathy Dodd 
 Gina Kennedy 
 Joel Kurzman 
 Senta Plunkett 
 
Staff Present: Michael Braiman, Village Manager 
 Erik Hallgren, Assistant Village Manager 
 Jeffrey Stein, Assistant Village Manager/Corporation Counsel 
 Melinda Molloy, Finance Director 
 Peter Skiles, Administrative Services Director 
 John Adler, Community Development Director 
 Brigitte Berger-Raish, Public Works Director 
 Kyle Murphy, Police Chief 
 Nabil Quafisheh, Water Management Director 
 Alexander Arteaga, Management Analyst 
 

President Bielinski explained the Village Board meeting was being held outside in order 
to comply with Executive Orders issued by Governor JB Pritzker. 
 
He then said Trustee Kennedy would be arriving late to the meeting. 
 
Village Manager Mike Braiman explained meeting outside in-person was in line with the 
most recent updates to the Governor’s Executive Orders related to the pandemic.  He 
went on to further state the seating arrangement for the Board of Trustees was also in 
line, as all members of the Board and the administrative staff present are fully vaccinated.  
He said as we move into June, staff is preparing to hold in-person Board meetings and 
the target date for the first in-person meeting would be June 22, 2021, subject to the 
status of the Governor’s Executive Orders and the pandemic in our area.  He said if we 
reach Stage 5 by June 11, as the Governor’s office has indicated, we may move to hold  
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Board/Commission and Committee meetings in-person prior to June 22.  He said staff will 
keep the community and the Board up to date as we progress.   
 
2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 There was no public comment. 
 
3.0 CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Trustee Sullivan moved to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
 3.1 Approval of minutes from the Regular Board meeting held on April 27, 2021. 
 
 Trustee Barrow seconded the motion.  Voting yes:  Trustees Sullivan, Barrow, 

Dodd, Kurzman, Plunkett and President Bielinski.  Voting no:  None.  Absent:  
Trustee Kennedy.  The motion carried. 

 
4.0 REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 
 No reports. 
 
5.0 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 5.1 LAND USE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  No report. 
 
 5.2 FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  No report. 
 
 5.3 ADMINISTRATION STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  No report. 
 
 5.4 MUNICIPAL SERVICES STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  No report. 
 
 5.5 PUBLIC SAFETY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT  
  No report.   
 
 5.6 JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT  
  No report. 
 
6.0 BUSINESS PERTAINING TO THE APRIL 6, 2021 CONSOLIDATED ELECTION 
 
 6.1 Announcement of Official Certificate of Results of the April 6, 2021 

Consolidated General Election. 
 
  Michael Braiman, Village Clerk, said the official results received from the 

Cook County Clerk stated, “The Cook County Clerk, having completed a 
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canvass of all votes cast for President of the Village of Wilmette has certified 
the vote totals.”  Mr. Braiman then read the names as they appeared on the 
ballot:  Senta Plunkett – 3,077 votes, Joel Kurzman – 2,169 votes.  He said 
the County Clerk certified Senta Plunkett as Village President.   

 
  Mr. Braiman said for the office of Village Trustee, “The Cook County Clerk, 

having completed a canvass of all votes cast for Trustee of the Village of 
Wilmette has certified the vote totals.”  He then read the names as they 
appeared on the ballot:  Peter H. Barrow – 2,810, Justin Sheperd – 3,056, 
Kate Gjaja – 3,002, Kathy Dodd – 3,197 and Brian Locke – 1,248.  He said 
the County Clerk certified Justin Sheperd, Kate Gjaja and Kathy Dodd as 
Trustees. 

 
 6.2 Acknowledgement of the retirement of Trustee Joel Kurzman. 
 
  President Bielinski thanked Trustee Kurzman for his service over the last 

four years.  He said Trustee Kurzman brought a unique perspective to our 
work, deliberations and debate.  He said he has been an advocate for 
increased investment in infrastructure and as Chair of the Public Safety 
Committee, he led a number of community conversations during his tenure.  
He also served as our representative for Red Center, which is our dispatch 
consortium among the communities in the area.  He said while he and 
Trustee Kurzman didn’t always agree on the issues before the Board, he 
never doubted the sincerity of his beliefs or his views.  He wished Trustee 
Kurzman well. 

 
  Trustee Sullivan echoed President Bielinski’s comments and said he has 

been impressed with Trustee Kurzman’s passion and diligence.  He said 
there is no question that he was committed to the Village and its residents 
and worked hard.  He said it’s been a great 4 years.  He then congratulated 
and thanked Trustee Kurzman, stating he has made a difference. 

 
  Trustee Barrow said Trustee Kurzman was one of the very first Trustees to 

reach out to him after he was elected to the Board.  He said at a community 
event, they had the chance to get to know each other and find out what was 
important to each of them as a Trustee.  He said Trustee Kurzman has been 
an important voice on the Board, largely on the minimum wage, stormwater 
and gun safety issues.  He said he knows all the Board members and 
community have appreciated his efforts.  He thanked Trustee Kurzman for 
his contributions, stating his voice has been an important one. 

 
  Trustee Dodd echoed the prior Trustee comments and thanked Trustee 

Kurzman for serving on the Board.  She said he brought an important voice 
to the Board, one that will be missed.  She said she had an opportunity to 
listen to his views and see what was important to him  She said he brought 
passion to the issues and believes he helped all on the Board and members 
of the community to better understand the important issues.  She said we 
can all learn from that and while he will be missed, she hopes the Board will 
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be able to carry some of these important issues forward.  She wished 
Trustee Kurzman good luck.   

 
  Trustee Kennedy joined the meeting and said she has always admired 

Trustee Kurzman’s passion.  She said he was passionate about reaching a  
thorough understanding in any situation, getting the right answer or finding 
the right solution and then seeing his plans through to completion.  She said 
he was dogged in the very best sense of the word; persistent and untiring.  
She said she also admires his dedication to finding out what residents think, 
need and want.  She said he has reached out to members of the community 
instead of waiting for them to come to him.  She said if he could manage it, 
he would talk to everyone.  She said everyone has a circle of friends, 
neighbors and acquaintances from whom we gain intelligence and whose 
opinions shape our own.  She said his circle is enormous, encompassing a 
widely diverse group.  She said she will miss being able to tap into his 
knowledge of residents concerns, particularly those that are too infrequently 
heard here.  She said she also admires his honesty, frankness and 
decency.  She said while these traits should be required in public office, 
they are not always evident these days.  She said Trustee Kurzman never 
says or does anything simply because it’s expedient.  She said he doesn’t 
speak in generalities to avoid expressing an unpopular view or let political 
considerations influence his course of action.  She said she will miss him 
and believes the entire Board will miss him.  She wished him the best in his 
future endeavors. 

 
  Trustee Plunkett thanked Trustee Kurzman for his years of service.  She 

said he has a gift and talent for reaching out to the community that was 
evident before he even became a Trustee.  She said he used those in his 
support of the stormwater project on the west side of Wilmette and those 
residents will be forever grateful for his advocacy.  She said he also had 
great involvement as Chair on the Public Safety Committee and he his voice  
is appreciated. She said he makes everyone think twice to be sure they are 
listening to the community.  She said she hopes and expects him to 
continue in public service because the community needs him. 

 
  Village Manager Mike Braiman said it’s been a pleasure working with 

Trustee Kurzman, and he is very proud of the relationship they have built.  
He said when Trustee Kurzman was first elected, there was some 
uncertainty on how the relationship between himself and staff would work.  
However, he said that one of the biggest accomplishments has been 
building the trust and working collaboratively to get really great things done.  
He said he would miss their iced tea summits at Starbucks where they 
would talk about issues.  He said he has appreciated the honest and frank 
discussions that they have had and thanked Trustee Kurzman for his 
service.  He said he should be proud of his many accomplishments over the 
years of his service. 
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  Trustee Kurzman thanked everyone for their kind comments and 
congratulated President-elect Plunkett and the newly elected Trustees on 
their election.  He thanked the residents of Wilmette for the opportunity to 
serve.  He said whether it is in his professional career or in his time 
volunteering in the Village of Wilmette, he has enjoyed making public policy.  
He said he has worked with elected officials for over 20 years, it was 
interesting to be an elected official.  He acknowledged and thanked Village 
staff, stating Wilmette is a highly professional and well-run organization.  He 
said while most residents recognize this to be the case, it bears worth 
repeating.  He thanked former Village Manager Timothy Frenzer and current 
Manager Mike Braiman for their leadership and for working with him to fulfill 
resident requests.  He said as Chair of the Public Safety Committee, he 
wanted to express respect and admiration for the Wilmette Fire Department 
and the Wilmette Police Department.  He said he enjoyed the time he spent 
with former Fire Chief Ben Wozney at the Red Center meetings.  He said 
he enjoyed working with Jim XXXX and appreciated his engagement of his 
interest in promoting gun safety.  He went on to acknowledge staff, thanking 
Engineering & Public Works Director Brigitte Berger-Raish and Village 
Engineer Dan Manis for their excellent implementation of the Neighborhood 
Storage Project and all their work and responsibility related to streets and 
sanitation.  He said the best part of being a Village Trustee has been 
working with residents to solve problems and further perfect our community.  
He said he enjoyed getting out into the variety of communities and 
subcultures that exist. He in 4 years as a Trustee, he has learned more 
about the Village than he could have ever imagined when he moved in 16 
years ago.  He said his politics have been politics of necessity, having no 
connections to anyone on the inside.  He said he was just a guy who saw 
something that desperately needed to be done and wouldn’t let it go until it 
was done.  He said he has no love for the stormwater issue, but stormwater 
got him going into Village Hall and led him to understand he could bring his 
public policy background to the Village for any and all issues.  He said with 
the implementation of the stormwater project, it has lifted a burden from his 
shoulders and psyche.  He said he has enjoyed addressing the needs of 
the residents during his time as Trustee and feels he made the most of his 
opportunity.  He said he has served the best he could and is proud of the 
results.  He said the surprise is not that he lost the election for President 5 
weeks ago, but that he managed to get elected 4 years ago.  He said it was 
not supposed to happen and apparently his election upset some people.  
He said he believes consensus is meaningful and valuable when the 
marketplace of ideas is expansive and inclusive.  He said he thinks diversity 
is a good thing, particularly in thought.  He said having participation of 
diverse people from diverse neighborhoods is a good thing and not a threat.  
He said he believes Wilmette’s best days are yet to come and wished all 
the elected officials the very best of luck and thanked everyone for the 
opportunity to serve. 

 
  Mr.  Braiman presented Trustee Kurzman with a gift in appreciation of his 

service.    
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 6.3 Acknowledgement of the retirement of Village President Robert Bielinski. 
 
  Trustee Plunkett thanked Bob for his dedication to Wilmette.  She said 

anyone that knows Bob knows how deeply he cares for this town.  She said 
he has driven around town during a rainstorm and walked every street 
during the pandemic, which she thinks has given him an enlightened 
appreciation for the town.  She said Bob’s preparation for the Board 
meetings was unparalleled and kept the Trustees on their toes to be half as 
prepared as he was.  She said during the cold tar hearings, a representative 
from the industry wanted to speak at a Board meeting to defend the product.  
She said he sent hundreds of pages to which Bob pored through, which 
resulted in a cross-examination worthy of a courtroom drama.  She said she 
appreciates his guidance and dedication as well as the number of hours of 
service to Wilmette, including late nights and early mornings that he and his 
family have sacrificed. 

 
  Trustee Sullivan thanked President Bielinski’s family, stating he knows they 

have been big supporters and that for President Bielinski to have done what 
he has over the years, his family has made sacrifices.  He said President 
Bielinski has done a great job over the last 10 years.  He said he came into 
office when the Village was coming out of a recession, but he looks around 
now and can see all the economic development that’s going on.  He said 
President Bielinski is leaving the Village a much better place than when he 
came in.  He said he persevered and focused on the Village, always thinking 
about what’s right. He said he always got to the right answer after a good, 
healthy debate and showed great leadership and compassion.  He said he 
was better off serving with President Bielinski and that he learned a lot. He 
said it’s not easy to see him go, but he is excited for his next steps.  He 
thanked and congratulated President Bielinski and wished him well. 

 
  Trustee Barrow thanked President Bielinski for all his contributions to the 

Village and for supporting and encouraging him in his role as Commissioner 
and then Trustee.  He said it’s been an extraordinary experience serving on 
the Board with President Bielinski, one which he wished every resident had 
the opportunity to do.  He thanked him for all that he has done for all the 
Trustees and the community.  He said 8 years ago when President Bielinski 
was elected we were recovering from a financial recession and the Village’s 
finances were shaky.  He said reserves were low and budgets were cut.  
However, he said through careful budgeting, prudent spending and careful 
capital raising, we are in an extraordinarily strong financial position and can 
proceed with the downtown reconstruction and infrastructure projects all 
over the Village.  He said a good deal of that is due to the leadership of 
President Bielinski.  He said 8 years ago, at 611 Green Bay Road, the lot 
was just a big patch of grass but is now a very successful development.  He 
went on to say that we are now getting ready to break ground at Optima, 
which will be an architectural gem of the North Shore.  He said 8 years ago  
when going out to dinner in Wilmette, you’d be hard-pressed to find good 
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dining experiences, but now we are the envy of our neighbors.  He went on 
to say that under President Bielinski’s leadership, we are also addressing 
the stormwater issue.  He closed by thanking President Bielinski for his 
contributions and said he is leaving Wilmette a far better place than when 
he became President 8 years ago.   

 
  Trustee Kennedy said she has the least experience in Village government 

compared to her fellow Board members, but in her short tenure, she 
appreciates the difficulty of the job President Bielinski has had over the last 
8 years as President and the earlier years as Trustee.  She said she has 
been impressed with the hard work, effort and careful thought and grace 
that President Bielinski has always brought to these tasks.  She said in 
addition to the regular economic ups and downs, unexpected bumps in the 
road the run-of-the-mill controversies that every Village Board President 
has to face, President Bielinski became President as we were coming out 
of the worst financial downturn since the Great Depression and is now 
ending his tenure with the worst pandemic of the last 100 years.  She said 
through this, he has persevered with his sanity, equanimity and sense of 
humor intact, which is remarkable.  She said the fact the Village has come 
through in sound financial shape with the largest infrastructure project ever 
undertaken nearing completion and being ready to tackle the numerous 
challenges ahead is nothing short of a miracle.  She said President Bielinski 
seemed at all times to really, really enjoy what he was doing.  She said he 
always had a smile and saw the humor in the situation wherever possible.  
She said it sounds like a cliché, but one of the most important things one 
can bring to an important job is passion for the task, which is something 
President Bielinski has by the bucket full.  She said this has served him, the 
Village and residents well.  She thanked President Bielinski’s family, stating 
they have had to put up with a lot over these last years.  She said she will 
miss him and wished him well in his future endeavors. 

 
  Trustee Kurzman said he has a deep respect for President Bielinski’s 

contributions to the Village and thinks he has done a great job.  He said he 
thinks President Bielinski has made the most of it and has made a positive 
impact on the community.  He wished President Bielinski the best going 
forward and thanked him for his service to the community. 

 
  Trustee Dodd said President Bielinski has been inspiration to all and read 

an ode dedicated to him. 
 
  “It all started in 2011, a young Wilmettian, barely 47.  He won with strong 

financial management as his motto and then quickly became an election 
aficionado.  He served for 2 years as a Trustee with vision of a presidency 
in his future, he could only foresee.  In 2013 he ran for Village President 
and won the vote of most Wilmette residents. His successes are far-
reaching and everlasting; first and foremost, making Wilmette very 
attracting.  He started his work with a sound financial plan and soon showed 
he was an incredibly smart and conscientious man.  One of his first 
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successes was the redevelopment of the old Ford site which was feverishly 
debated because of its height.  Soon after parts of the community struggled 
with basement flooding, creating a mess; a West Park sanitary sewer 
project quickly relieved the smell and residents’ stress.  Then came a storm 
flooding that never seemed to end but a stormwater solution led the Board 
to recommend.  He strived to maintain Village services that were top notch.  
All were successful thanks to his careful watch.  Wilmetteconomics brought 
people to shop local, encouraging people to come downtown to dine, drink 
and be social.  He mastered running the Board with only one minor blip, 
which is incredible that after 8 years, this was his only slip.  In 2017 he 
promised me a Trustee works only a few hours each week, but once elected 
we entered our busiest streak.  His biggest strength was keeping our Village 
on strong financial ground, and let me say, budget, budget, budget was his 
favorite sound.  In his last year, COVID was one of the hardest issues to 
tackle, but thanks to our reserves, my favorite, we survived the battle.  In 
closing, Bob, I want to thank you for being creative, balanced and diligent 
just to name a few.  We all appreciate your strong leadership; you’ve left us 
ready and prepared to steer our own ship.”   

 
  Village Manager Mike Braiman said he has had the pleasure of working with 

President Bielinski for almost his entire term, mostly in the capacity as 
Assistant Village Manager and his first year as Village Manager.  He said 
the Manager/President relationship is truly special and has to be right for 
things to move in the right direction for the community to benefit the way it 
should.  He said President Bielinski and Tim Frenzer had that, and he feels 
that he and President Bielinski also have that.  He said so much of that is 
due to President Bielinski’s approach and steadiness in the job.  He said 
there was no agenda, only a wish to do what’s best for the community 
because that’s what President Bielinski wanted.  He said President 
Bielinski’s respect for the Council-Manager form government is a major 
advantage for him as a manager.  He said he not only respected it, he 
promoted it, which set the tone.  He said he made sure elected officials 
stayed in their lane and staff stayed in theirs, which is why we have been 
able to provide the top-notch services that are an envy of other communities 
here in Illinois.  He said President Bielinski always listened to the staff and 
other Board members and welcomed dissent.  He said he was thoughtful 
when there was disagreement and would often change his mind; however, 
he was usually always right.  He said staff valued that give and take.  He 
said the tone President Bielinski and the Board sets is why we are able to 
attract and retain such excellent staff and why Wilmette is such a great 
place to work.  He thanked President Bielinski, stating his first year as 
Village Manager has been a pleasure. 

 
  President Bielinski thanked all the Trustees and Mike Braiman for their kind 

words.  He said for 8 years, it has been an honor to serve as Village 
President.  He thanked the many people who supported him during his time 
in office.  He thanked his wife and 2 daughters for sharing him with the 
community.  He said there were many times Village business took him away 



05/11/2021-1  Approved 05/25/2021 

 

 9  
 

from home and without their unending support, his service would not have 
been possible.  He thanked the residents of Wilmette who trusted him with 
the responsibilities of the office and business owners who have chosen to 
spend their time and money as well as their hearts and souls in our 
community.  He said his sole motivation as Village President has been to 
make Wilmette the best place to work, live, raise a family and retire.  He 
thanked his current and former colleagues on the Board for their service, 
stating all the accomplishments over the years would not have been 
possible without them.  He also thanked all the residents who volunteer their 
time on the Boards/Commissions, stating they play a very important role in 
Village government.  He thanked former Village Presidents Chris Canning, 
John Jacoby, Nancy Canafax and Vern Squires for their friendship, advice 
and support.  He also thanked Village staff for their conscientiousness and 
hard work providing all the services that make Wilmette a wonderful place 
to live.  He said staff is dedicated to the community and during the 
pandemic, this was fully on display.  He said he especially wished to thank 
the Village Managers he has worked with, Tim Frenzer and Mike Braiman, 
for their leadership and tireless efforts.  He said we are lucky here in 
Wilmette to have such wonderful staff. 

 
  President Bielinski then discussed economic development, stating 

beginning in 2013, Wilmette experienced a restaurant renaissance in 
downtown.  He said Wilmette has become a premier dining destination on 
the North Shore.  He said we have attracted several big developments like 
the 611 Green Bay Road, the hotel off the Edens Expressway, the 
affordable housing development on Wilmette Avenue, an adaptive reuse of 
the Masonic Lodge on Central Avenue and the upcoming Optima 
development at Central and Green Bay Road.  He said these developments 
and restaurants increase all residents’ home values because they make 
Wilmette a more vibrant community and vibrant communities are what 
makes Wilmette attractive to young families moving from the city.  He said 
economic developments also generate sales taxes and a growing tax base 
helps share the costs of local government and schools.   

 
  He then talked about municipal services, stating the Village Board has 

approved funding for several critical infrastructure programs.  He said the 
sewer and stormwater improvements include the West Park Sanitary Sewer 
Project and the Neighborhood Storage Project.  He said while road projects 
like Locust Road, Central Avenue and Hibbard/Skokie Boulevard were 
largely funded by State and Federal grants, the Village Board also 
significantly increased our investment to the annual road program. 

 
  President Bielinski went on to say the financial position of the Village is very 

strong despite the pandemic and growing uncertainty at the State and 
Federal level.  He said prudent budgeting, diligent cost management and a 
focus by Village staff on efficiency has allowed us to continue providing 
quality services in a cost-effective manner.  He said a testament to our 
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financial strength is our ability to maintain the Aaa credit rating, which is no 
easy task for a community located in Illinois. 

 
  He highlighted projects in his tenure like the restoration of Elmwood Dunes, 

the Music on the Green Series, the Active Bike and Transportation Plan, 
our environmental initiatives, including the ban on coal tar sealants and the 
adoption of the Greenest Region Compact.  He said the Board has also 
pursued affordable housing initiatives and has made significant progress.   

 
  President Bielinski said Village government is a service organization and 

exists to provide the critical municipal services that residents rely on every 
day.  He said the government works well in Wilmette, and our residents 
have told us so.  He said a few years ago, two surveys were conducted, 
which included a question of whether the Village was on the right track or 
not.  He said 83% said we were on the right track.  He said one of the 
surveys included the same question about Cook County.  He said only 26% 
agreed that they were on the right track.  He said a combined 99% of 
residents rated Village services as either “good” or “excellent.”  He said he 
cites these stats not in a congratulatory way but rather to say to the Village 
Board should be confident in the decisions they have made.  He said 
residents have continued to validate the path the Village Board has taken.  
He said while there is always room for improvement, he believes the 
residents are happy with their local government.  He said he often gets the 
question of why local government seems to work so well while other levels 
of government in our country seem dysfunctional or worse.  He said our 
elected officials are independents.  He said in general we are not political.  
He said the staff is important, as they focus the Board’s attention on facts 
and data, not on politics or anecdotes.  He said we are careful with 
taxpayer’s dollars, but we get things done.  He said at the government level, 
we are results oriented.  He said this is why he feels Village government 
works well in Wilmette.   

 
  President Bielinski closed by wishing all the very best, telling President-elect 

Plunkett and the members of the Board that the Village is in good hands.   
 
  Mr. Braiman presented President Bielinski with gifts of appreciation for his 

years of service. 
 
 6.4 Administration of Oath of Office to Trustee-elect Kathy Dodd. 
 
  Village Clerk Michael Braiman administered the Oath of Office to Village 

Trustee-elect Kathy Dodd. 
 
 6.5 Administration of Oath of Office to Trustee-elect Kate Gjaja. 
 
  Village Clerk Michael Braiman administered the Oath of Office to Village 

Trustee-elect Kate Gjaja.   
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6.6 Administration of Oath of Office to Trustee-elect Justin Sheperd. 

Village Clerk Michael Braiman administered the Oath of Office to Village 
Trustee-elect Justin Sheperd. 

6.7 Administration of Oath of Office to Village President-elect Senta Plunkett. 

Village Clerk Michael Braiman administered the Oath of Office to Village 
President-elect Senta Plunkett. 

7.0 ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE 

At 7:53 p.m., Trustee Kurzman moved to adjourn Sine Die, seconded by Trustee 
Plunkett.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Norwood 
Deputy Village Clerk 


