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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
                                        1200 Wilmette Avenue 
                                  WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
            
                    (847) 251-2700 
                         FAX    (847) 853-7700 

                       TDD    (847) 853-7634 
                       EMAIL  wilmette@wilmette.com 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, ILLINOIS HELD IN THE  

COUNCIL ROOM OF SAID VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS ON TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2011. 

 
Item: 
 
The Village President called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m. 

 
1.0 ROLL CALL: 
 President  Christopher S. Canning 
 Trustees  Alan Swanson 
    Mike Basil 
    Karen Spillers 
    Mari D. Terman 
    Ted McKenna 
    Cameron Krueger 
  
 Staff Present:  Timothy J. Frenzer, Village Manager 
    Kathleen Gargano, Assistant Village Manager 
    Michael Zimmermann, Corporation Counsel 
    Barbara L. Hirsch, Deputy Village Clerk 
    John Adler, Director of Community Development 
    Brigitte Mayerhofer, Director of Engineering 
    Jim Dominik, Fire Chief 
 
2.0       APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

2.1 Trustee Terman moved approval of minutes of the Regular Board meeting 
held April 26, 2011, seconded by Trustee Basil.  All voted aye, the motion 
carried. 
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3.0      BUSINESS PERTAINING TO THE APRIL 5, 2011 CONSOLIDATED ELECTION: 
 

3.1  Announcement of Official Certificate of Results of the April 5, 2011       
           election. 
 
  President Canning announced the official results received from the Cook 

 County Clerk that stated “ The Cook County Clerk, having completed a 
 canvass of all votes cast for Wilmette Village Trustee, hereby certifies the 
 vote totals, certifying 3 to be elected results in Mike Basil, Bob Bielinski 
 and Julie Wolf being elected”. 

 
  3.2 Acknowledgement of the retirement of Trustees Karen Spillers and Mari D. 

  Terman. 
 
   President Canning thanked Trustee Terman for her work and dedication to 

  the Village of Wilmette for the past six years.  Trustee Terman has lived in  
  the Village for 43 years and has served on the Board of Health and the  
  Senior Resources Commission previous to her terms as Village Trustee.  
  She was very successful in serving as Chair of the Municipal Services  

 Committee, overseeing challenges of the continuous need for 
infrastructure improvements with limited financial resources to the great 
recession. She also provided critical oversight for the construction of the 
Public Works Village Yard improvements which received gold LEED  

 certification.  In addition, Trustee Terman also served as Chair of the Ad 
Hoc Branding Committee and the Sheridan Road Beautification 
Committee. Trustee Terman also served on the Finance, Public Safety 
and Administration Committees. She researched all issues thoroughly, 
spending countless hours walking and driving through the Village. 

   She was also a member of the Village’s Community Emergency Response 
  Team (CERT) which is a civilian group trained to assist the community  
  during special event emergency circumstances. 

 
   Trustees Terman and Spillers were both members of the Finance   

  Committee playing an instrumental role in ensuring the Village’s financial  
  stability through the great recession. Their guidance and thoughtful   
  decision making positioned the Village to weather the financial crisis  
  without reducing services or implementing mass layoffs as was the case in 
  many other communities.  Through their stewardship, the 2010 property  
  tax increase was the lowest such increase in a decade and followed by a  
  lower tax increase in 2011. 
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   President Canning said Trustee Terman’s greatest trait is she brought to  
  this job a lifelong love of learning.  Every issue that came before us, every  
  policy which the Board considered, allowed Trustee Terman to meet new  
  people, read about new ideas and be educated on a new subject.  While  

   Trustee Terman found this learning fun, the community benefited from her  
   inquisitiveness, sensitivity and wisdom. 
 
   Trustee Swanson agreed with President Canning’s comments.  He said  

  Trustee Terman worked very hard on all the issues, she absolutely read  
  all the information, talked to residents, and visited all the sites.  He will  
  miss her work on the Village Board and thanked her for her service. 

 
   Trustee Basil said he is thankful for the perspective and experience 
   Trustee Terman brought to all the discussions at the Village. Her   

  background and many years of experience in health care provided   
  important information and useful context to consideration of policies  
  related to public health.  He found most remarkable her demeanor in  
  dealing with residents as she treated people fairly and with respect. 

 
   Trustee Spillers said Trustee Terman has been a great role model and, a  

  source of encouragement and support.  Trustee Terman is a great voice 
    for the Village as she candidly listens and pays attention to the issues. 
   Trustee Terman was a great mentor and she thanked her. 
 
   Trustee McKenna said he agreed with all the comments other Trustees  

  had said. He said Trustee Terman was a tremendous example of public  
  service, and thanked her for her time on the Village Board.   

 
   Trustee Krueger said he also agreed with the comments other Trustees  

  had said.  He said as well as learning, Trustee Terman enjoyed teaching  
  and he learned from her on many of the issues that have been discussed.  

   He appreciated her diligence in presenting the other side of an issue. 
   He will miss her dedication. 
 
   Trustee Terman said nothing could be more local than being a Trustee  
   in a smart, active community like Wilmette.  Nothing could matter more  

  than the efforts that Trustees make trying to understand the needs of the  
  Village and its residents.  The Board has dealt with big issues, budgets,  
  public  safety, community planning and considered staffing needs and  
  residents’ requests for services.  When it comes right down to it, all of this  
  is directed to making this Village the most livable place for us all.  She is  
  proud of the six years she has worked with Trustees and staff to do just  
  that.  She is grateful for the support by our wonderfully qualified,  

   dedicated, patient and responsive staff for the outstanding leadership   
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   Wilmette has had from our Village Manager, Tim Frenzer, and  
   for the opportunity to work with her fellow residents on the Board of   

  Trustees.  She is most grateful for the exceptional leadership by our  
  Village President, Chris Canning.  His complete immersion in the issues  
  that affect us all, his intelligence and his sense of humor, have made her  
  contributions possible and always fun. Finally, thank you to all the   
  residents of Wilmette, who care so much about our community. You all  
  understand the concept of a public good and overarching belief in finding  
  solutions that truly benefit us altogether.  Sometimes that has meant  
  relinquishing some of our fondest, personal wishes but we have ended  
  with harmonious outcomes that make Wilmette the best. 

 
   President Canning said Trustee Spillers had been a Trustee for four years  

  and is also retiring from the Village Board.  Trustee Spillers has a long  
  history of volunteering in the Village. She has worked tirelessly for the past 
  six years to try to develop and execute the Village’s economic efforts and  
  strategy in trying to make Wilmette a better place to live, work, and play. 

   Trustee Spillers first became involved in the “Shop Wilmette Campaign” in 
    2005 as we realized the importance of trying to keep sales tax dollars  

  locally. Trustee Spillers also worked on the Ad Hoc Branding Committee 
   which was to develop a low cost marketing strategy to promote local  

  businesses as well as the benefits of shopping in Wilmette. Trustee  
  Spiller’s marketing expertise played a critical role in the development  

   of the Village’s economic development efforts. Trustee Spillers served on  
  the Business Advisory Committee and shared her valuable insight and  
  information from her daily interactions with the Wilmette business  

   community.  As a small business owner, she is also a member of the  
  Chamber of Commerce and was able to provide us with feedback that we  
  critically needed to know regarding what was going on with small   
  businesses as they tried to work their way through the recession. In  
  addition to her focus on business development, Trustee Spillers served as 
   chair of the Administration Committee spearheading the consolidation of  
  the Village’s boards and commissions which ensured an efficient and  
  effective Village government that is focused on providing the best possible 
  services to the community.   Trustee Spillers has also served as chair of  
  the Public Safety Committee and as a member of the Judiciary, Municipal  
  Services and Finance Committees.  As a member of the Public Safety  
  Committee, Trustee Spillers attended the RED Center meetings with  
  respect to fire departments throughout the area. Trustee Spillers   
  challenged staff to identify creative solutions to the challenges we face  
  and in doing so she  ensured that our community’s interests were best  
  served.  Trustee Spillers sensitivity to our residents and community issues 
  is unmatched.  President Canning thanked Trustee Spillers for her   
  dedication and service to the Village of Wilmette. 
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   Trustee Swanson said Trustee Spillers understood that there were many  

  points of view on an issue, she gave careful consideration and stood up  
  for what she believed.  He enjoyed working with her very much. 

 
   Trustee Basil said he placed great value on Trustee Spillers’ collaboration, 

  leadership and her counsel.  He believes Wilmette is better because  
  Trustee Spillers took up the challenge of the elected office.  Trustee  
  Spillers involvement and ideas have made Wilmette a better place to raise 
  a family, do business, retire, and live. He thanked her for her service to the 
  Village. 

 
   Trustee Terman said she enjoyed working with Trustee Spillers and  

  learned from her constantly about business, and the need of the   
  merchants and land owners. 

 
   Trustee McKenna thanked Trustee Spillers for her service.  He   

  appreciated the practical application and business acumen that she  
  brought to the Village Board. 

 
   Trustee Krueger said Trustee Spillers should take great pride in   

  accomplishing the consolidation of the boards and commissions. He  
  thoroughly enjoyed Trustee Spillers levelheadedness in approach to  
  solving problems.  He appreciated her guidance and direction in distilling  
  the issues to what is important. 

 
   Trustee Spillers thanked all the residents in Wilmette in placing their  

  confidence in her to represent them fairly.  Her experience on the Village  
  Board has been personally fulfilling for her and pushed her to her limits. 

   Trustee Spillers said the Village is fortunate to have the staff that they do  
  and she thanked all the staff for their guidance, effort, and work.  She has  
  valued her fellow Village Board members for their respect towards one  

   another and thanks them for that.  Trustee Spillers thanked President  
  Canning for his leadership, friendship, and the foresight to move forward  
  and guide the Board with the Village Master Plan.  She congratulated the  
  new Trustees Bob Bielinski and Julie Wolf.  Trustee Spillers also thanked  
  her family for their support. 

   
   Village Manager Timothy Frenzer thanked Trustees Terman and Spillers 
   on behalf of the Village staff and wished them all the best.  The staff 

   learned from them and they were both talented, wonderful, and thoughtful  
   to work with. He presented both Trustee Terman and Trustee Spillers with  
   a plaque of appreciation. 
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  3.4 Administration of Oath of Office to Trustee-elect Mike Basil. 
 
   Terrence C. Porter, Village Clerk, administered the oath of office to Village  
   Trustee Mike Basil. 
 

3.5 Administration of Oath of Office to Trustee-elect Bob Bielinski. 
 
   Terrence C. Porter, Village Clerk, administered the oath of office to Village  
  Trustee Bob Bielinski. 
 

3.6 Administration of Oath of Office to Trustee-elect Julie Wolf. 
 
   Terrence C. Porter, Village Clerk, administered the oath of office to Village  
  Trustee Julie Wolf. 
 

4.0 ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE: 
 

 At 8:15 p.m., Trustee Terman moved to adjourn Sine Die, seconded by Trustee 
 Spillers.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
       Barbara L. Hirsch 
       Deputy Village Clerk 
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