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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

 

                                     (847) 251-2700 

                         FAX    (847) 853-7700 

                                    TDD  (847) 853-7634 

                        EMAIL wilmette@wilmette.com 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, ILLINOIS HELD IN THE  

COUNCIL ROOM OF SAID VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS ON TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 2013. 

 

ITEM: 
 
The Village President called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. 
 
1.0 ROLL CALL: 
 President  Bob Bielinski 
 Trustees  Alan Swanson 
    Carol Ducommun  
    Cameron Krueger 
    Julie Wolf 
    Ted McKenna 
    Mike Basil 
              
 Staff Present:  Timothy J. Frenzer, Village Manager 
    Kathleen Gargano, Assistant Village Manager 

Michael Zimmermann, Corporation Counsel 
    Barbara L. Hirsch, Deputy Village Clerk 
    John Adler, Director of Community Development 
 
2.0     APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 2.1 Trustee Basil moved approval of minutes of the Regular Board meeting  
  held May 28, 2013, seconded by Trustee Ducommun.  All voted aye, the  
  motion carried. 
 
3.0  PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
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4.0   REPORTS OF OFFICERS: 
 

  Village Manager Timothy Frenzer thanked the members of the Wilmette Police 
 Department for the outstanding work regarding a recent homicide.  Through 
 countless hours and dedication of Wilmette Detectives, Officers and Evidence 
 Technicians, the case was brought to a very speedy and successful conclusion. 

  
 4.1 Consent Agenda. Trustee Basil moved approval of the Consent Agenda as 

follows: 
 
  4.2      Adoption of Resolution #2013-R-23 relating to the Semi-Annual Review of     
                      Closed Session Minutes. 
 

  6.11 Approval of three year contract with SAFEbuilt Illinois, Inc., Loveland, CO 
    for inspectional and plan review services. 

6.12 Appointment of Ad Hoc Zoning Ordinance Review Committee, sitting as a 
Special Zoning Committee, to hold public hearings on the proposed 
zoning ordinance. 

6.13 ZBA Report, Case #2013-Z-15, 1000 Ridge Road regarding a request for 
variations to permit the construction of a two-story addition, a two-car 
detached garage, and a special use to permit the operation of retail space 
on the first floor and office  space on the second floor in accordance with 
the plans submitted. The use shall run with the use; adoption of 
Ordinance #2013-O-30. 

 6.14 ZBA Report, Case #2013-Z-16, 2601 Old Glenview Road regarding a 
request for a special use to permit a dining room addition in accordance 
with the plans submitted. The use shall run with the use; adoption of 
Ordinance #2013- O-31. 

 
6.31 Minutes, Human Relations Commission. 
6.32 Minutes, Housing Commission. 
6.33 Adoption of Ordinance #2013-O-26 authorizing the disposal of surplus 

personal property owned by the Village of Wilmette. 
6.34 Adoption of Resolution #2013-R-22 regarding the annual determination of 

prevailing wages for Public Works contracts. 
 
6.41 Approval of a three-year contract, ECS Illinois, LLC, Buffalo Grove, IL for 

geotechnical engineering and construction material testing services. 
6.42 Approval of contract, Lyons Electric Company, Inc., LaGrange, IL for the 

2013 Wilmette Avenue Pedestrian Improvement Project. 
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6.43 Approval of contract, Gewalt-Hamilton Associates, Inc., Vernon Hills, IL 
for construction engineering services associated with the 2013 Road 
Resurfacing and Water Main Improvement Project. 

 
  6.61 Introduction of Ordinance #2013-O-32 amending the Village Code,   
   Chapter 11 decreasing the number of Class N licenses (Leonidas Café &  
   Chocolaterie). 

 
8.1 Notice of vacancy, Housing Commission.  

 8.2 Notice of vacancy, Historic Preservation Commission.  
 8.3 Notice of vacancy, Transportation Commission.  
 8.4 Notice of vacancy, Historic Preservation Commission.  
 8.5 Notice of vacancy, Housing Commission.  
 8.6 Notice of vacancy, Electrical Commission.  
 8.7 Notice of vacancy, Historic Preservation Commission.  
 8.8 Notice of vacancy, Environmental and Energy Commission.  
8.9 Notice of vacancy, Transportation Commission.  
8.91 Notice of vacancy, Transportation Commission.  
8.92 Notice of vacancy, Environmental and Energy Commission.  
8.93 Notice of vacancy, Environmental and Energy Commission.  
8.94 Notice of vacancy, Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 
 Trustee Wolf seconded the motion.  Voting yes:  Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, 

Krueger, Wolf, McKenna, Basil, and President Bielinski.  Voting no: none.  The motion 
carried. 
 
   4.2   Adoption of Resolution #2013-R-23 relating to the Semi-Annual Review of Closed 

Session Minutes was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 

5.0 REPORT OF THE LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSIONER: 
  
 No Report. 
 
6.0 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
 

 6.1 LAND USE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
  6.11 Approval of three year contract with SAFEbuilt Illinois, Inc., Loveland, CO 
    for inspectional and plan review services was handled with the Consent  
   Agenda. 
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6.12 Appointment of Ad Hoc Zoning Ordinance Review Committee, sitting as a 
Special Zoning Committee, to hold public hearings on the proposed 
zoning ordinance was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
6.13 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2013-Z-15, 1000 Ridge Road 
 regarding a request for a 14.83’ side yard adjoining a street setback 
 variation to permit the construction of a two-story addition on the existing 
 legal nonconforming structure, an 11.0’ side yard adjoining a street 
 setback variation, a 1.0’rear yard retaining wall setback variation, a 442.16 
 square foot (31.63%) rear yard  total impervious surface coverage 
 variation, and a 461.44 square foot (33.02%) rear yard pavement  
 impervious surface coverage variation to permit the construction of a two- 
 car detached garage, and 1 loading space variation and  a special use to  
 alter existing nonconforming uses (personal service and residential) to  
 new nonconforming uses (retail and office) to permit the operation of retail 
 space on the first floor and office space on the second floor  in  
 accordance with the plans submitted. The use shall run with the use;  
 adoption of Ordinance #2013-O-30. 
 
 The request was handled with the Consent Agenda for a 14.83’ side yard 
 adjoining a street setback  variation to permit the construction of a two-
 story addition on the existing legal nonconforming structure, an 11.0’ side 
 yard adjoining a street setback variation, a 1.0’rear yard retaining wall 
 setback variation, a 442.16 square foot (31.63%) rear yard  total 
 impervious surface coverage variation, and a 461.44 square foot (33.02%) 
 rear yard pavement  impervious surface coverage variation to permit the 
 construction of a two-car detached garage, and 1 loading space variation 
 and  a special use to alter existing nonconforming uses (personal service 
 and residential) to new nonconforming uses (retail and office) to permit 
 the operation of retail space on the first floor and office space on the 
 second floor  in accordance with the plans submitted. The use shall run 
 with the use. Ordinance #2013-O-30 was adopted with the Consent 
 Agenda authorizing the special use and variations of this case. 
  
6.14 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2013-Z-16, 2601 Old Glenview 
 Road regarding a request for a special use to expand an existing special 
 use to permit a dining room addition in accordance with the plans 
 submitted. The use shall run with the use; adoption of Ordinance #2013-
 O-31. 
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 The request was handled with the Consent Agenda for a special use to 
 expand an existing special use to permit a dining room addition in 
 accordance with the plans  submitted. The use shall run with the use. 
 Ordinance #2013-O-31 was adopted with the Consent Agenda authorizing 
 the special use of this case. 
 
6.15 REMOVE FROM TABLE – Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2013-

Z-09, 835 16
th

 Street regarding a request for a special use for unusual 
recreation equipment (all-season hockey rink) in accordance with the 
plans submitted. 

     
 Trustee Swanson moved to remove item 6.15 from table, seconded by 

Trustee Basil.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 
 
 Trustee Swanson noted that the request was moved and seconded at the 

April 23, 2013 meeting and tabled at that time to tonight’s meeting. 
 
 President Bielinski said the request received a negative recommendation 

from the Zoning Board of Appeals and will need five positive votes from 
the Village Board to overturn the negative recommendation. 

 
 Dan Shapiro, attorney for the petitioner, said since the meeting of the 

Zoning Board of Appeals, the owner of the property, Pam Roehl, has 
reached out to the neighbors who had concerns with the request. He 
noted that one of the neighbors, Mr. Johnson, was not concerned with the 
ice rink, he had a concern with the lighting.  He said the contractor, Tim 
Witt, contacted Mr. Johnson and has addressed the lighting situation. 

 He has tried to reach out to the Barys family who had a concern with the 
hockey rink but they have not responded. He said Ms. Roehl has lived on 
her property since 2006, there has been a pool on the property since 2010 
and there has only been one complaint about the intercom system during 
that time.  There is a lot of foliage and buffering on the property and he 
believes the standards of the special use have been met. 

 
 Trustee Basil asked how old Ms. Roehl’s children are that will be using the 

ice rink and if the rink would be up all year round. 
 
 Pam Roehl, petitioner, said she has twins that are 11 and a younger child 

that is 9.  She said the synthetic ice rink will only be up for part of the year 
and then it will become a sports court.  
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 Trustee Basil asked if anyone had expressed concern regarding the hours 
of the lighting. 

 
 Tim Witt, contractor, said Mr. Johnson was concerned about late hours of 

the use of the rink.  Mr. Witt said Ms. Roehl will abide by Village 
regulations regarding noise and lighting. 

 
 Trustee McKenna asked how the lighting situation was addressed. 
 
 Mr. Witt said he has adjusted the angle of the lights to shine down on the 

property and will place a deflector on the lights if the light still shines out 
on the neighbor’s property. 

 
 Trustee Swanson noted that Mr. Johnson had three issues with the 

request at the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting. The applicant has 
addressed the issue of noise and lights, the third issue was regarding 
parking.  When he visited the property recently, he noticed there was a 
“No Parking” sign on the fence and asked if the petitioner placed the sign 
there. 

 
 Ms. Roehl said she put the sign up so that people would not park in the 

alley. 
 
 Trustee Krueger asked if the applicant would be open to specified hours 

that the ice rink could be used. 
 
 Ms. Roehl said she would be open to specific hours of use as her children 

do not live with her all the time. 
 
 President Bielinski noted that there was no one present to speak for or 

against the request. 
 
 Trustee Swanson said he has spoken to Mr. Johnson and he is satisfied 

with the changes and improvements that have been made.  He believes 
the applicant has addressed all the issues that were raised at the Zoning 
Board of Appeals meeting so he will support the request.  He believes 
specified hours of use are something the Village Board could consider, 
however, he hopes if there is an issue with the use of the property that 
Ms. Roehl would work it out with the neighbors. 
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 President Bielinski asked for clarification regarding the request. He asked 
if the issue was regarding the ball retention net and the boards, not the 
sports court. 

 
 John Adler, Director of Community Development, said the sport court and 

the lights would be permitted as recreation equipment.  The request for a 
special use concerns the net and the seasonal boards around the 
court/ice rink. 

 
 Trustee Basil asked if there were any hours of operation specified in the 

Village Code. 
 
 Mr. Adler said the Village Code does not address the hours of regulation 

but there is a regulation that the lights must be under .5’ candles at the lot 
line and are not permitted to glare. 

 
 Trustee McKenna said the Village is currently undergoing a review of the 

Zoning Ordinance and asked if the request is something that is being 
discussed in the Zoning Ordinance review. 

 
 Mr. Adler said only the height of lighting will be addressed and that does 

not apply to this request.  He said they have tried to address unusual 
recreation equipment but it is usually up to the discretion of the 
Community Development Director for each request. 

 
 Trustee Wolf said she believes the applicant has worked with the 

neighbors to satisfy their issues and hopes the applicant will continue to 
work with the neighbors regarding any future issues.  She will support the 
request. 

 
 Trustee McKenna said he agrees with the majority vote of the Zoning 

Board of Appeals, noting that three members voted yes, two voted no and 
two were absent, which gave the request a negative recommendation.  He 
believes the case received negative votes due to the conflict with the 
neighbors and he is happy to see that the issues have been addressed. 

 He believes it is unfortunate that the Village Board has to regulate child 
activity in someone’s backyard.  He will support the request. 

 
 Trustee Ducommun said she visited the property and was surprised how 

isolated the backyard feels.  She did speak at length with a neighbor and 
he does not hear any noise on the property.  She appreciates the question 
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about hours of the use and she would like to be consistent with other 
special use requests.  Her hope would be that the hours of use would be 
self-imposed and out of courtesy to the neighbors.  

 
 Trustee Krueger said the Village has ordinances that specify how much 

light is allowed and noise is also something that affects a neighbor’s 
quality of life.  He said the petitioner’s children are young now but they will 
become teenagers who will want to stay outside later.  He does not want 
to leave it to the neighbors to complain about noise, he would be in favor 
of specifying hours of use of the hockey rink. 

 
 President Bielinski said there are many hockey rinks in the Village and 

asked if there were any Village ordinances governing noise. 
 
 Mr. Adler said the Village does not have any ordinances governing noise 

of hockey rinks. 
 
 Trustee Krueger noted there were regulations placed on the hours of use 

of the Thornwood Park ice rink. He said the petitioner’s request will use 
three to four foot boards which will likely cause more noise than a smaller 
backyard ice rink. 

 
 Mr. Adler said noise issues would be handled by the Police Department 

and they would make a judgment regarding nuisance noise. 
 
 Trustee Krueger said he agrees with Trustee McKenna that he does not 

want to regulate what kind of fun people have in their yards but he is 
concerned as the applicant’s property borders ten other pieces of 
property.   

 
 Trustee Swanson said there is some limitation for noise control in the 

Village but it is hard to regulate specific properties.  He hopes the noise 
issues will be worked out with the applicant and the neighbors. 

 
 Trustee Basil said the homeowner has already worked with the neighbors 

regarding issues they have had and he does not believe she will want to 
be ticketed by the Police Department for excessive noise.  He believes the 
neighbors will continue to work out any issues. 
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 Trustee Ducommun said Thornwood Park is a public park and does not 
believe it could be considered a precedent for setting hours and noise 
parameters. 

 
 Trustee Basil said he believes the request is a great enhancement to an 

unusual lot and thanked the petitioner for investing in her property and 
being a good neighbor. 

 
 President Bielinski said he agrees with his fellow Trustees and thinks the 

cooperation between the neighbors is critical and the property is very well 
screened. 

 
 Voting yes:  Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, Krueger, Wolf, McKenna, 

Basil, and President Bielinski.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
  
6.16 REMOVE FROM TABLE - Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2013- 

Z-10, 801 15
th

 Street regarding a request for a 7.06’ front yard porch 
setback variation, a 7.06’front step setback variation, a 1,146.47 square 
foot  (15.28%) total floor area variation, a 3.71 square foot (0.3%) front 
yard impervious surface coverage variation, and a 62.01 square foot 
(4.96%) front porch variation to permit the construction of a new front 
porch and stair on a legal  nonconforming structure in accordance with 
the plans submitted. 

 
 Trustee Swanson moved to remove item 6.16 from table, seconded by 

Trustee Ducommun.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 
 
 President Bielinski said the request received a negative recommendation 

from the Zoning Board of Appeals and will need five positive votes from 
the Village Board to overturn the negative recommendation. 

 
 Trustee Swanson moved to grant a request for a 7.06’ front yard porch 

setback variation, a 7.06’front step setback variation, a 1,146.47 square 
foot (15.28%) total floor area variation, a 3.71 square foot (0.3%) front 
yard impervious surface coverage variation, and a 62.01 square foot 
(4.96%) front porch variation to permit the construction of a new front 
porch and stair on a legal  nonconforming structure in accordance with 
the plans submitted, seconded by Trustee Basil. 

 
 Rod and Gretchen Capiello, petitioners for the application, reviewed the 

Zoning Board of Appeals Report noting that they would like to update their 
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porch similar to other porches in the neighborhood and the style of their 
home. She said the porch will not impact their neighbors and the 
neighbors have supported the design of the porch in letters and emails.   

  
 Ms. Capiello said the house was built in 1907 with a raised first level 

which causes many of the variations that are required for the proposed 
porch. She said they would like to keep their older home and continue to 
work and improve it.  

 
 President Bielinski asked what they have done so far to keep their home 

rather than tear it down. 
 
 Ms. Capiello said they have added a second story addition, a mud room 

and back covered porch. They have received many compliments on the 
work that has been done so far to the home. 

 
 Trustee Swanson congratulated the applicants on fixing the older home 

rather than tearing it down.  He complimented Ms. Capiello on explaining 
why they need the variations, specifically the basement floor area 
variation. 

 
 Trustee Ducommun asked if the applicants considered placing the porch 

on a different side of the home. 
 
 Ms. Capiello said they would have to change the interior of the home to 

place the porch in a different location. 
 
 Trustee Wolf complimented the applicants on the work that has been 

completed on the home, and believes that the overall style of the porch is 
in keeping with the style of the house and the neighborhood.  She asked  

 why the applicants were using wood on the porch rather than brick 
 
 Ms. Capiello said it was very difficult to match brick from 1907 and they 

looked at other porches with the same issue and they had used wood. 
 
 President Bielinski asked if the applicants would consider a four foot porch 

rather than a six foot porch if the set-back variance is an issue with the 
Village Board. 
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 Ms. Capiello said if they reduced the porch to four feet, then they would 
not have a reason to extend the porch and have usable space because 
the chimney extends out almost two feet. 

  
 President Bielinski noted that there was no one present to speak for or 

against the request. 
 
 Trustee Krueger said he believes the proposed porch and stairs is a great 

addition to the house that has gone through a terrific renovation.   
 The shallow basement has caused the largest variation and the 

petitioners have chosen to work with that rather than tear down the home.  
  
 Trustee Swanson said he was initially concerned that the proposed porch 

would be too close to the street but in looking at the street, there are other 
homes that are the same length from the street.  The home is also across 
from a park which is open space for the street. 

 
 Trustee Ducommun concurs with Trustee Swanson and believes the 

proposed porch is consistent with the neighborhood. 
 
 Trustee Wolf said she also has an older home and they put a six foot 

porch on the front of their home which they get so much use out of.  She 
believes the design of the porch would be an enhancement to the 
neighborhood.  She will support the request. 

 
 Trustee McKenna said he supports the request. 
 
 Trustee Basil said he fully supports the request, it is a great enhancement 

to the home and is in keeping with the look of the neighborhood.   
 
 President Bielinski said the porch is a beautiful design and the home is 

older which causes the need for variations.  He can support the request. 
 
 Voting yes: Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, Krueger, Wolf, McKenna, 

Basil, and President Bielinski.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
     
6.17 REMOVE FROM TABLE - Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2013-

Z-11, 123 Sheridan Road regarding a request for a 114.79 square foot 
(1.31%) total floor area variation and a 4.0’ roofed accessory structure 
separation variation to permit the retention of a detached pergola and a 
2.5’ side yard generator setback variation and a 1.3 decibel sound 
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variation to permit the retention of an emergency standby generator in 
accordance with the plans  submitted. 

 
 Trustee Swanson moved remove item 6.17 from table, seconded by 

Trustee Basil.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 
 
 Trustee Swanson moved to grant a request for  a 114.79 square foot 

(1.31%) total floor area variation and a 4.0’ roofed accessory structure 
separation variation to permit the retention of a detached pergola and a 
2.5’ side yard generator setback variation and a 1.3 decibel sound 
variation to permit the retention of an emergency standby generator in 
accordance with the plans  submitted, seconded by Trustee Basil. 

 
 President Bielinski said the request received a negative recommendation 

from the Zoning Board of Appeals and will need five positive votes from 
the Village Board to overturn the negative recommendation. 

 
 William Strnad, petitioner, reviewed the request as presented in the 

Zoning Board of Appeals Report.  He said he has frequent power outages 
so he decided to install a stand by generator. He noted that the contractor 
applied for the permit and installed the generator in a different location 
than what was approved on the permit plans as he believed it was a better 
location.  Mr. Strnad said he was not aware of what location was approved 
with the permit for the generator as he relied on the contractor’s 
experience. He has since spent money to landscape the area around the 
generator and all the electrical and gas cables have been buried.  Mr. 
Strnad said when he bought the property there was no landscaping on the 
property and he had all the landscaping done at his expense.  He installed 
a hot tub and wanted the pergola for protection over the hot tub from sport 
balls coming over the fence from the Baker Demonstration School as well 
as falling debris from the electrical wires overhead.  It is a small pergola 
with vines on it and he was surprised that a pergola would count as floor 
area.  The house was not built by him so he was not aware the house was 
built to the maximum floor area.  His contractor that built the pergola was 
not aware a permit was needed. 

 
 Trustee Swanson noted that a location was chosen and approved for a 

permit for the generator and then the applicant chose to move the 
location.  He asked Mr. Strnad if he understood that the location for the 
generator was specific on the permit. 
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 Mr. Strnad said he did not understand that the location was specific and 
he had the contractor on site who decided to move the location. Neither 
he nor the contractor was aware that the generator was supposed to be 
placed in a specific location.  The generator was installed in 2011 and he 
does not know why he was contacted that the generator was in the wrong 
location in February of 2013. 

 
 Trustee Krueger asked if the electric and gas lines had to be replaced. 
 
 Mr. Strnad said the generator was never installed in the approved location 

on the permit.  He does not remember all the details of the permit. 
 
 Mr. Adler said he did speak with the contractor who said he was out of 

town the week Mr. Strnad’s generator was installed and his son installed 
the generator and was unaware that the alternate location was not on the 
permit. 

 
 Trustee Swanson said in the Zoning Board of Appeals report it was stated 

that the landscape plan originally had a pergola, and then the pergola was 
removed from the plans and built later. 

 
 Mr. Strnad said his landscaper drafted the plans and applied for the 

permit.  He said the plan that he has is different than what the landscaper 
submitted to the Village.  He relied on the landscaper as he had no idea 
what the Village Code regulations were.  The pergola was built a few 
weeks after the landscape plans were approved. 

 
 Trustee Swanson said it is the responsibility of the homeowner to make 

sure the right plans and permits are applied for. 
 
 Trustee Swanson noted there is a utility easement along Mr. Strnad’s 

property and that is where the electrical wires are located. 
 
 Mr. Strnad said they have had major problems with the electrical wires 

located near his property. 
 
 Trustee Krueger asked why ComEd was not dealing with the electrical 

problems on the property. 
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 Mr. Frenzer noted that there were 3 issues regarding electrical problems 
near Mr. Strnad’s property.  There was an equipment failure, a lightning 
strike and a tree issue with the electrical wire. 

 
 Mr. Strnad said he needs the generator due to the power outages and the 

pergola due to the electrical wire problems.  He has met with ComEd and 
contacted the Village regarding the electrical issues. 

 
 President Bielinski noted that there was no one present to speak for or 

against the request. 
 
 President Bielinski asked Mr. Adler if there will be any change in the 

revised Zoning Ordinance regarding pergolas and why there are 
regulations regarding pergolas. 

 
 Mr. Adler said there will be no major changes in pergolas in the revised 

Zoning Ordinance, there might be some changes in floor area 
requirements. He believes that the contractor that applied for the permit 
was going to install the generator in the location indicated but the 
contractor’s son installed the generator not knowing he had to notify the 
Village if he wanted to change the location of installation.  The pergola 
was installed after the hot tub was placed and the Village was not aware 
that the pergola was built until staff went out to inspect the generator. Mr. 
Adler explained how pergolas are counted in relation to floor area ratios. 

 
 Trustee Ducommun asked if there was anything on the Village permits 

that says if you change the plans you need to come back to the Village for 
approval. 

 
 Mr. Adler said the permit is granted in accordance with the plans 

submitted and he would expect the contractor to understand that. He said 
there are notes on the permit regarding setbacks. 

 
 Trustee Swanson asked why the generator placement was found almost a 

year later. 
 
 Mr. Adler said the generator was installed in July of 2011.  Staff reviews 

all permits by the end of a year and if a final inspection has not been 
scheduled, then the homeowner is sent a letter.  When staff inspected the 
generator, they discovered that it was placed in the wrong location.  There 
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was confusion regarding the variation packet and there was no contact 
with Mr. Strnad until February of 2013. 

 
 Trustee Krueger asked why there is a variation for a 4.0’ roofed accessory 

structure variation. 
  
 Mr. Adler said the pergola is considered a roofed accessory structure and 

there is a requirement in the Village Code to have a 4’ separation between 
structures.  

 
 Mr. Frenzer said in regard to the homeowner’s issues with electrical 

outages, he has found that there were nine outages in 2011 due to 
weather.  The Village did discuss the issue with ComEd and there were 
some changes made so there were only 3 outages in 2012 which were 
also weather related. 

 
 Trustee Swanson said he would like to separate the two issues as he 

does not have an issue with the generator variation.  He understands that 
the contractor moved the placement of the generator and did not believe 
there was an issue with that.  The variation is small for the generator and 
he believes the location where it was installed is a good location.  The 
pergola is more troublesome as the petitioner’s house was built to the 
maximum floor area ration.  He understands the issue with the electrical 
wire but he might not have located the hot tub under the electrical wires.  
It is particularly bothersome that the pergola was added on after the 
permit was approved.  He said the pergola is in the backyard but the 
Village has regulations for a reason. 

 
 Trustee Basil said he agrees that the generator variance seems 

appropriate to grant.  He also believes that the standards of review have 
been met for the pergola. He thinks it is an unusual circumstance with 
several different factors in play. Trustee Basil said he has worked with the 
landscaper Mr. Strnad used and his work is very creative but we do have 
rules and they should be followed.  He said the pergola is shading the hot 
tub, is a decorative type of trellis and does not make the home structure 
look bigger. 

 
 Trustee Krueger said he does not have an issue with the generator.  His 

biggest problem is approving things after they have been done.  The 
pergola structure is a real problem for him.   
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 Trustee McKenna said he also does not have an issue with the generator. 
  
 Trustee Ducommun said she does not have an issue with the generator. 
 She does have a difficult time with the pergola and would like to be 

consistent with the standards and the ordinances. 
 
 President Bielinski said it seems like the variation request is back to the  

hardship issue with the pergola.  If the applicant had come in before  
building the pergola, due to safety issues and the small percentage of 
variation, the applicant may have received the variation. 

 
 Trustee Wolf said she has a problem that there are two items that were 

approved one way and done another way.  She thinks the generator 
variance is very small and the pergola is over the hot tub which she views 
as impervious surface anyway.  She really does not like to see two things 
that were supposed to have been done one way and were done another 
way. 

 
 Trustee Krueger said in the recent past an applicant built something 

without a permit and was sent to the Land Use Committee. He realizes 
each case is different but this case is difficult since there are two items 
that were done after the fact. 

 
 Trustee Basil said when the generator was installed in 2011, the level of 

knowledge and understanding of standby generators was not well known. 
He said the pergola was built later, and it just happens that both items are 
before the Village Board this evening. 

  
 Trustee Swanson said it seems that the generator is not really an issue 

with the Village Board and he wondered if it would make sense to 
separate the requests. 

 
 Corporation Counsel Michael Zimmermann said the Village Board could  

make separate motions to approve each item and the variations that go 
along with them. 

 
 Trustee Swanson moved to amend the motion for a 2.5’ side yard 

generator setback variation and a 1.3 decibel sound variation to permit the 
retention of an emergency standby generator in accordance with the plans 
submitted, seconded by Trustee Krueger. 
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 Voting yes on the motion to amend: Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, 
Krueger, Wolf, and President Bielinski.  Voting no:  Trustees McKenna 
and Basil.  The motion carried. 

 
  Voting yes on the amended motion:  Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, 

Krueger, Wolf, McKenna, Basil, and President Bielinski. Voting no: none. 
  The motion carried. 
 
  Trustee Swanson moved to grant a request for a 114.79 square foot 

(1.31%) total floor area variation and a 4.0’ roofed accessory structure 
separation variation to permit the retention of a detached pergola, 
seconded by Trustee Ducommun. 

 
  Mr. Strnad said he has a very visible property and has spent a lot of 

money on landscaping.  If the pergola is removed, the hot tub will be 
visible from the street and he believes it is critical to have coverage over 
the hot tub for safety. 

 
  Trustee Wolf said she does think what the applicant has done with the 

pergola looks very nice on the property. She is just concerned that the 
pergola was built without a permit. 

 
  Trustee Krueger said he still struggles with the pergola since it was done 

without a permit.  As Trustee Wolf said, the project turned out nicely but if 
the pergola had not turned out nicely, the discussion might be different. 

 
  President Bielinski said the case is difficult for him.  He believes the size 

of the variance is small, there is a playfield next to the applicant and the 
pergola was done in good taste. 

 
  Voting yes:  Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, Wolf, McKenna, Basil and 

President Bielinski.  Voting no:  Trustee Krueger.  The motion carried. 
    

 6.2 FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:   
 
No Report. 
 

 6.3 ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
6.31 Presentation of minutes of the Human Relations Commission meeting 

held March 21, 2013 was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
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6.32 Presentation of minutes of the Housing Commission meeting held March 
1, 2013 was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
6.33 Adoption of Ordinance #2013-O-26 authorizing the disposal of surplus 

personal property owned by the Village of Wilmette was handled with the 
Consent Agenda. 

 
6.34 Adoption of Resolution #2013-R-22 regarding the annual determination of 

prevailing wages for Public Works contracts was handled with the 
Consent Agenda. 

 
 6.4 MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT: 

 
6.41 Approval of a three-year contract with ECS Illinois, LLC, Buffalo Grove, IL 

for geotechnical engineering and construction material testing services 
was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
6.42 Approval of contract in the amount of $27,898 with Lyons Electric 

Company, Inc., LaGrange, IL for the 2013 Wilmette Avenue Pedestrian 
Improvement Project was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
6.43 Approval of contract in the amount of $80,880 with Gewalt-Hamilton 

Associates, Inc., Vernon Hills, IL for construction engineering services 
associated with the 2013 Road Resurfacing and Water Main Improvement 
Project was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
 6.5 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT: 

 
No Report. 
 

 6.6 JUDICIARY COMMITTEE REPORT:  
 
  6.61 Introduction of Ordinance #2013-O-32 amending the Village Code,   
   Chapter 11 decreasing the number of Class N licenses (Leonidas Café &  
   Chocolaterie) was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
7.0 REPORTS FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 
 
 No Reports. 
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8.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
8.1 Notice of vacancy on the Housing Commission due to the term expiration  
 of Jack Rosenberg was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
 8.2 Notice of vacancy on the Historic Preservation Commission due to the  
  resignation of Raymond Pruchnicki was handled with the Consent   
  Agenda. 
 

 8.3 Notice of vacancy on the Transportation Commission due to the term 
expiration of Clayton Weaver was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
 8.4 Notice of vacancy on the Historic Preservation Commission due to the term 

expiration of James McClure was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
 8.5 Notice of vacancy on the Housing Commission due to the term expiration of 

Gregory Braun was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
 8.6 Notice of vacancy on the Electrical Commission due to the term expiration 

of Robert May was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
 8.7 Notice of vacancy on the Historic Preservation Commission due to the 

resignation of Senta Plunkett was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
 8.8 Notice of vacancy on the Environmental and Energy Commission due to  
           the term expiration of Karen Glennemeier was handled with the Consent 
 Agenda. 

 
8.9 Notice of vacancy on the Transportation Commission due to the term  
           expiration of Paul Chouinard was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
8.91 Notice of vacancy on the Transportation Commission due to the term  
 expiration of Mark Wagstaff was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
8.92 Notice of vacancy on the Environmental and Energy Commission due to  
 the term expiration of Debra Favre was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
8.93 Notice of vacancy on the Environmental and Energy Commission due to  
 the term expiration of Charles Murdock was handled with the Consent 
 Agenda. 
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8.94 Notice of vacancy on the Zoning Board of Appeals due to the term  
          expiration of Kent Darbyshire was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
9.0 NEW BUSINESS: 

 
No Report. 
 

10.0 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

 Trustee Wolf moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 p.m., seconded by Trustee  
 Ducommun. All voted aye, the motion carried. 
 

 

 

 

      Barbara L. Hirsch 
      Deputy Village Clerk 
 

 


