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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

                                     (847) 251-2700 

                         FAX    (847) 853-7700 

                                    TDD  (847) 853-7634 

                        EMAIL wilmette@wilmette.com 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, ILLINOIS HELD IN THE  

COUNCIL ROOM OF SAID VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2013. 

 

ITEM: 
 
The Village President called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. 
 
1.0 ROLL CALL: 
 President  Bob Bielinski 
 Trustees  Alan Swanson 
    Carol Ducommun       
    Julie Wolf 
    Ted McKenna 
    Mike Basil 
 Absent:  Cameron Krueger 
            
 Staff Present:  Timothy J. Frenzer, Village Manager 
    Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
    Michael Zimmermann, Corporation Counsel 
    Barbara L. Hirsch, Deputy Village Clerk 
    John Prejzner, Assistant to the Village Manager  
    John Adler, Director of Community Development 
    Melinda Molloy, Finance Director 
 
2.0     APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 2.1 Trustee Basil moved approval of minutes as amended of the Regular Board 
  meeting held  October 8, 2013, seconded by Trustee Wolf.  All voted aye,  
  the motion carried. 
 
3.0     PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

     Dan Kaplan, 1510 Washington, said he supports the Housing Assistance 
Program and the Youth Grant Program and would also support the Village using 
monies from the General Fund to continue funding the programs. 
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 Robert Davis, 227 Kilpatrick, asked to remove item 6.17 from the Consent 
Agenda. 

 
4.0 REPORTS OF OFFICERS: 
 
 No Reports. 
 
 4.1 Consent Agenda. Trustee Ducommun removed item 6.23. Trustee McKenna 

removed item 6.62. Trustee Basil removed item 6.41.  President Bielinski removed 
item 6.61. Trustee Basil moved approval of the remaining items of the Consent 
Agenda as follows: 
 
6.11 Minutes, Zoning Board of Appeals. 
6.12 Minutes, Zoning Board of Appeals. 
6.13 Minutes, Appearance Review Commission. 
6.14 Minutes, Plan Commission. 
6.15 Introduction of Ordinance #2013-O-65 amending Chapter 20, Article 9, 

“Sign Ordinance”, Appendix A, “Plaza del Lago Local  Sign Ordinance,” of 
the Wilmette Village Code. 

6.16 Adoption of Ordinance #2013-O-68 approving a request for a 157.24 
square foot (2.18%) total floor area variation to permit a first floor bay 
window on the legal nonconforming structure at 1610 Spencer Avenue in 
accordance with the plans submitted. 

 
6.21 Approval of September 2013 Disbursements. 
6.22 Adoption of Resolution #2013-R-41 approving investments as previously 

authorized in the Illinois Funds money market accounts. 
 
6.31 Minutes, Board of Fire and Police Commissioners. 
6.32 Introduction of Ordinance #2013-O-69 repealing the Village of Wilmette 

Cable Communications Ordinance. 
6.33 Introduction of Ordinance #2013-O-70 granting a cable television 

franchise to Comcast of Illinois VI, LLC. 
 

 8.1 Notice of vacancy, Housing Commission.  
 8.2 Notice of vacancy, Housing Commission.  

 8.3 Notice of vacancy, Electrical Commission.  
 8.4 Notice of vacancy, Historic Preservation Commission.  
 8.5 Notice of vacancy, Environmental and Energy Commission.  
8.6 Notice of vacancy, Transportation Commission.  
8.7 Notice of vacancy, Environmental and Energy Commission.  
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8.8 Notice of vacancy, Environmental and Energy Commission.  
8.9 Notice of vacancy, Historic Preservation Commission.  

 
9.1 Notice of vacancy, Appearance Review Commission. 
 

 
 Trustee Wolf seconded the motion.  Voting yes:  Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, Wolf, 

McKenna, Basil and President Bielinski.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
 
 
    4.2 Introduction of students participating in the Sisters Cities Program. 
 
 President Bielinski welcomed the students from Mona Vale, Australia, and the 

Village’s Sister City, who are staying in the area and attending New Trier High 
School: Kate Bookey, Lochlan Grahan, Madeleine Hayes and Alysha Rowe. 

 
5.0 REPORT OF THE LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSIONER: 
  
 No Report. 
 
6.0 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
 

 6.1 LAND USE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
6.11 Presentation of minutes of the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting held 

September 18, 2013 was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
6.12 Presentation of minutes of the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting held 

September 25, 2013 was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
6.13 Presentation of minutes of the Appearance Review Commission meeting 

held September 9, 2013 was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
6.14 Presentation of minutes of the Plan Commission meeting held May 7, 

2013 was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
 6.15 Introduction of Ordinance #2013-O-65 amending Chapter 20, Article 9, 

“Sign Ordinance”, Appendix A, “Plaza del Lago Local Sign Ordinance,” of 
the Wilmette Village Code was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
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6.16 Adoption of Ordinance #2013-O-68 approving a request for a 157.24 
square foot (2.18%) total floor area variation to permit a first floor bay 
window on the legal nonconforming structure at 1610 Spencer Avenue in 
accordance with the plans submitted was handled with the Consent 
Agenda. 

 
6.17 Plan Commission Report, Case #2013-P-02, 2123, 2127, 2145 and 2147 

Wilmette Avenue regarding a request for tentative plat approval of an 
eight-lot subdivision, a variation from the requirement that no subdivision 
in a residential zoning district will result in one or more lots having side lot 
lines abutting rear lot lines, and a variation from the requirement that lots 
in a proposed subdivision have front lot lines adjoining the same public 
street as the property prior to being subdivided at 2123, 2127, 2145, and 
2147 Wilmette Avenue.  Approval conditioned upon meeting all Site Plan 
Review Committee comments, designing of the houses on Lots 1 and 8 to 
have the appearance of front facades facing Wilmette Avenue, the 
planting of landscaping along the south lot line of Lot 5 to provide privacy 
to the lots to the south (Lots 1 and 2 on the Sandy Lane cul-de-sac), and 
no curb cuts being allowed onto Wilmette Avenue besides the proposed 
street. 

 
  Trustee Swanson moved to grant a request for tentative plat approval of 

an eight-lot subdivision, a variation from the requirement that no 
subdivision in a residential zoning district will result in one or more lots 
having side lot lines abutting rear lot lines, and a variation from the 
requirement that lots in a proposed subdivision have front lot lines 
adjoining the same public street as the property prior to being subdivided 
at 2123, 2127, 2145, and 2147 Wilmette Avenue.  Approval conditioned 
upon meeting all Site Plan Review Committee comments, designing of the 
houses on Lots 1 and 8 to have the appearance of front facades facing 
Wilmette Avenue, the planting of landscaping along the south lot line of 
Lot 5 to provide privacy to the lots to the south (Lots 1 and 2 on the Sandy 
Lane cul-de-sac), and no curb cuts being allowed onto Wilmette Avenue 
besides the proposed street, seconded by Trustee Wolf. 

  Robert Davis asked where the storm water would go on the property and 
would storm water regulations be part of the permit process. 

 
  John Adler, Director of Community Development, said the petitioner’s 

engineer has already met with the Village’s Engineering Department to 
discuss how to deal with the storm water on the property.  Staff has asked 
the petitioner’s engineer to look at current best practices regarding storm 
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water and the applicant said they have a number of ways to handle the 
storm water on the property.  If the tentative plat approval is granted, the 
applicant will have to provide final engineering plans that will have to be 
approved by the Engineering Department and the Village Board. 

 
  Mrs. Vetter, 2119 Wilmette Avenue, said she lives next to the proposed 

new development and she is in favor of the plan to build the homes facing 
the cul-de-sac.   

 
  Tim Spies said he is the project engineer for the property and would be 

happy to answer any questions. 
 
  Trustee McKenna said he supports the application but wondered if there 

were any plans to add any additional properties or change the orientation 
of the development. 

 
  Mr. Spies said not to his knowledge. 
 
  Trustee Ducommun said she has been overwhelmed by the enormity of 

the storm water problems that the Village has experienced and it seems 
that many of the storm water issues are caused by increasing density and 
impervious surfaces.  She understands that people should be allowed to 
build on their property but believes the Board needs to think about the 
needs of the community and how those needs are best served.  She said 
our Zoning Ordinance seems to have been dispensed with rather quickly 
and she would like to seek more understanding regarding the requested 
variations and the process.  

 
  Mr. Adler said the specific requirements are only in Chapter 15 and are 

not in the Zoning Ordinance, the requirements are part of the planning 
and platting section.  When the Plan Commission reviewed the request 
first in 2010 and again recently, they addressed the requirement that the 
lots have to front on the same street that they currently front on. He said 
that regulation would prohibit a new street anywhere in the Village. The 
second part of the request addressing the requirement that the side lot 
line does not abut the rear lot line of a lot happens many times in areas 
where cul-de-sacs have been subdivided.  He said when that amendment 
was approved, the intent was to discourage the subdividing of corner lots 
off the side street instead of off the main street.  If the Plan Commission 
had to strictly enforce the regulation it would be difficult to do any new 
subdivision in the Village. 
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  Trustee Ducommun asked how many new subdivisions have there been 

in the Village in the last 20 years. 
 
  Mr. Adler said there have been approximately 20-30 new subdivisions in 

the Village. 
 
  Village Manager Timothy Frenzer said the requirements that are being 

discussed regarding the side lots lines to rear lot lines and abutting the 
street date back to a 2006 ordinance that he drafted. The purpose of the 
ordinance was to stop a rash of corner lots that were being subdivided 
and it worked fairly well for a number of years.  He said he will work with 
Mr. Adler to have that section of the ordinance clarified that it was not 
really intended to deal with a new subdivision. 

 
  Trustee Ducommun said when she read the ordinance she believed that 

the language of the ordinance was to prohibit strange things from 
happening that increased density or was unnatural compared to other 
parts of the community.  She believed the proposed development will be 
overly dense as the eight new homes proposed will most likely be maxed 
out in floor area.  She did some research and believes that the new 
homes on the proposed cul-de-sac will be double the density of existing 
cul-de-sacs in the Village. 

 
  Corporation Counsel Michael Zimmermann said he would like to clarify 

several matters regarding the proposed subdivision.  It is important to 
realize that there are four codes in play addressing the proposed 
application; the subdivision code, the storm water regulations, the Zoning 
Ordinance and the right of way regulations addressing drive-ways.  It is 
also important to segregate the different standards in the subdivision code 
versus the zoning code.  The variation process in both the zoning code, 
subdivision code, and drive way code are part of the rules and are 
standards for achieving a variation.  The variation is built into the rules as 
there is a lot of interplay between all the codes and the Plan Commission 
and Village Board have to balance what is more important. 

 
  Trustee McKenna said the properties have been in play for over 10 years 

and the proposed subdivision is fully conforming.  If the Village Board has 
concerns regarding floor area ratio for new homes, then the issue should 
be discussed now while the zoning ordinance is in the process of review. 
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  He said typically new homes are built to the maximum floor area that is 
allowed. 

   
  Trustee Basil said just because all the homes in the neighboring cul-de-

sacs were not built to the maximum floor area does not mean they could 
not be built out to the maximum floor area.  He believes the floor area 
regulations should be equally applied to every area in the Village. 

 
  Trustee Swanson noted that approval of the plat would be conditioned 

upon the Site Plan Review Committee’s comments being followed and 
grading is one of the primary issues.  The owner of the property will be 
responsible for handling their own storm water on the site. 

 
  Voting yes: Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, Wolf, McKenna, Basil and 

President Bielinski.  Voting no:  none. The motion carried.   
   

 6.2 FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:   
 
6.21 Approval of September 2013 Disbursements was handled with the 

Consent Agenda. 
 
6.22 Adoption of Resolution #2013-R-41 approving investments as previously 

authorized in the Illinois Funds money market accounts was handled with 
the Consent Agenda. 

 
6.23 Adoption of Ordinance #2013-O-64 authorizing the issuance of 

$10,000,000 (estimated) in Series 2013 General Obligation Bonds. 
 
  Trustee Ducommun moved adoption of Ordinance #2013-O-64 

authorizing the issuance of $10,000,000 (estimated) in Series 2013 
General Obligation Bonds, seconded by Trustee Wolf. 

 
  Melinda Molloy, Finance Director, said the Village Board received a report 

from her this afternoon outlining the details from the sales of the bond 
issuance.  The bond issuance will fully fund the $1 million dollar Alley 
Improvement Program that the Village Board approved as part of the 2013 
Budget.  It will also fund $9 million of a $24 million sewer program.  Ms. 
Molloy said the Village of Wilmette’s AAA rating with Moody’s was 
reaffirmed as part of the process.  Ms. Molloy asked the Village’s financial 
consultant Kevin McCanna with Speer Financial, Inc. to review the bid 
process. 
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  Kevin McCanna summarized the bid process as detailed in the report 

presented to the Village Board.  There were four bids received and upon 
examination, it is the opinion of his firm that the bid of Piper Jaffray & Co., 
Minneapolis, Minnesota is the best bid and it is further recommended that 
the bid is favorable to the Village and should be recommended. 

 
  Trustee Swanson asked what would have been the extra cost to the 

Village if their rating from Moody’s had dropped to AA1 rather than AAA. 
 
  Mr. McCanna said it would have cost the Village an extra $170,000. 
 
  Trustee Ducommun asked how many communities have AAA rating in 

Illinois. 
 
  Mr. McCanna said there are 26 communities in Illinois that have AAA 

rating and most of the communities are within 10-15 miles of Wilmette. 
 
  Mr. Frenzer thanked Village staff who worked on the bond issue and also 

the presentation to Moody’s.  He also thanked realtors John Nash and 
Mary Juell who provided home sale data that was helpful to the Village for 
the presentation to Moody’s. 

 
  President Bielinski also thanked staff for the professional job regarding 

the presentation to Moody’s for reaffirmation of the AAA rating. 
   
  Voting yes:  Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, Wolf, McKenna, Basil and 

President Bielinski. Voting no:  none.  The motion carried. 
 

          President Bielinski noted there was a resident who would like to address the        
          Village Board. 

 
The resident said he was speaking for the neighbor who lives at 2140 Sandy  
Lane whose backyard will be joined to two of the proposed homes at 2123,  
2127, 2145 and 2147 Wilmette Avenue.  She is concerned about the proposed  
new subdivision and the lack of privacy if some of the trees in the area are  
removed. 
 
President Bielinski noted there have been extensive discussions regarding the 
case and the request has already been approved.  He noted that since all the 
homes proposed will be new homes, they will have to follow all the Village  
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regulations regarding setbacks and floor area ratio. 
 
Mr. Adler encouraged the resident to reach out to the developer with her  
concerns and he said he would be happy to provide her with the information. 
  

 6.3 ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
6.31 Presentation of minutes of the Board of Fire and Police Commissioners 

meeting held July 16, 2013 was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
6.32 Introduction of Ordinance #2013-O-69 repealing the Village of Wilmette 

Cable Communications Ordinance was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
6.33 Introduction of Ordinance #2013-O-70 granting a cable television 

franchise to Comcast of Illinois VI, LLC was handled with the Consent 
Agenda. 

 
6.34 Public Hearing on the proposed cable franchise from Comcast. 
 
        President Bielinski opened the hearing at 8:52 p.m. 
 
   President Bielinski noted there was no one present to speak. 
 
   President Bielinski closed the public hearing at 8:53 p.m. 
 
   Village Manager Timothy Frenzer reviewed the report presented to the 

Village Board asking them to grant a cable television franchise to 
Comcast of Illinois VI, LLC.  Due to State and Federal laws that 
supersede local franchise agreements, the only terms that were left to 
negotiate between Comcast and the Village were duration and support of 
educational and governmental programming. The agreement has a 
duration of 10 years and a $0.35 per month customer fee. The terms are 
comparable to other franchise renewals in the area and will generate 
funding for replacement of capital items needed to broadcast cable 
programming on Wilmette Community Television. 

 
   Barbara Adams, Special Counsel for the Village of Wilmette, reviewed the 

contract with the Village of Wilmette and Comcast. Ms. Adams noted that 
they have recommended a ten year contract as technology is changing. 
She said Comcast will continue to cover the pedestal boxes in the 
parkways with camouflaged rocks as long as it is available and will provide 
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capacity for the cable system to carry two educational and governmental 
channels in Wilmette. 

 
   Frank Duehl, Senior Government Affairs Manager, said Comcast 

appreciates the relationship with the Village and looks forward to a 
continuing relationship with the Village of Wilmette. 

             
 6.4 MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT: 

 
6.41 Approval of contract in the amount not to exceed $22,672.43 with 

Advanced Waste Services, Milwaukee, WI for Water Plant Tank Cleaning 
Project.  

 
 Trustee Wolf moved approval of contract in the amount not to exceed 

$22,672.43 with Advanced Waste Services, Milwaukee, WI for Water 
Plant Tank Cleaning Project, seconded by Trustee Ducommun. 

 
 Trustee Basil recused himself from item 6.41. 
 
 Voting yes: Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, Wolf, McKenna and 

President Bielinski.  Voting no: none.  Abstain:  Trustee Basil.  The motion 
carried. 

 
 6.5 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT: 

 
 No Report. 
 

 6.6 JUDICIARY COMMITTEE REPORT:  
 
 6.61 Adoption of Ordinance #2013-O-66 amending the Village Code, 

 Chapter 14 regarding nuisances. 
 
  Trustee Basil moved adoption of Ordinance #2013-O-66 amending the 

 Village Code, Chapter 14 regarding nuisances, seconded by Trustee  
  McKenna. 
 
  President Bielinski recused himself from item 6.61. 
 
  Timothy Frenzer, Village Clerk, asked for a member of the Village Board 

 to nominate another member of the Village Board to be the Temporary 
 Chair of the meeting. 



 

         

      

 
 

 11 

  Trustee Ducommun moved to appoint Trustee Swanson as Temporary  
  Chair, seconded by Trustee Basil.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 
 
  Mr. Frenzer noted there was no objection and Trustee Swanson was 

 declared Temporary Chair. 
 
  Temporary Chair Alan Swanson noted that there was no discussion on 

 the motion. 
 
  Voting yes:  Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, Wolf, McKenna and Basil. 
  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
 
 6.62 Introduction of Ordinance #2013-O-67 amending the Village Code, 

 Chapter 9 regarding housing and building regulations. 
 
  Trustee McKenna said the Ordinance is being introduced this evening and 
  he believes the issue is important and would like everyone to be aware of  
  the issue of using plastic pipe rather than copper pipe in the Building 
  Code. 
 
  President Bielinski asked Community Development Director John Adler if  
  there would be anyone available at the next meeting to answer questions  
  regarding the proposed ordinance. 
 
  Mr. Adler said he will ask a member of the Building Code Board of   
  Appeals to attend the next meeting to answer any questions when the  
  item will be up for adoption. 
   
7.0 REPORTS FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 
 
 No Reports. 
 
8.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

8.1 Notice of vacancy on the Housing Commission due to the term expiration  
 of Jack Rosenberg was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
 8.2 Notice of vacancy on the Housing Commission due to the term expiration of 
  Gregory Braun was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
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 8.3 Notice of vacancy on the Electrical Commission due to the term expiration 
of Robert May was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
 8.4 Notice of vacancy on the Historic Preservation Commission due to the 

resignation of Senta Plunkett was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
 8.5 Notice of vacancy on the Environmental and Energy Commission due to  
           the term expiration of Karen Glennemeier was handled with the Consent 
 Agenda. 

 
8.6 Notice of vacancy on the Transportation Commission due to the term  
 expiration of Mark Wagstaff was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
8.7 Notice of vacancy on the Environmental and Energy Commission due to  
 the term expiration of Debra Favre was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
8.8 Notice of vacancy on the Environmental and Energy Commission due to  
 the term expiration of Charles Murdock was handled with the Consent 
 Agenda. 
 
8.9 Notice of vacancy on the Historic Preservation Commission due to the  
 term expiration of Rich Lytle was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
9.0 NEW BUSINESS: 

 
9.1 Notice of vacancy on the Appearance Review Commission due to the 

 resignation of Linda Nicholls was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 

10.0 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

 Trustee Basil moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m., seconded by Trustee 
 Wolf. All voted aye, the motion carried. 
 

 

 

 

      Barbara L. Hirsch 
      Deputy Village Clerk 

 
 
 


