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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

 

                                     (847) 251-2700 

                         FAX    (847) 853-7700 

                                    TDD  (847) 853-7634 

                        EMAIL wilmette@wilmette.com 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, ILLINOIS HELD IN THE  

COUNCIL ROOM OF SAID VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2014. 

 

ITEM: 
 
The Village President called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 
 
1.0 ROLL CALL: 
 President  Bob Bielinski 
 Trustees  Alan Swanson 
    Carol Ducommun  
    Cameron Krueger 
    Julie Wolf 
    Ted McKenna 
    Mike Basil 
             
 Staff Present:  Timothy J. Frenzer, Village Manager 
    Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
    Michael Zimmermann, Corporation Counsel 
    Barbara L. Hirsch, Deputy Village Clerk 
    John Prejzner, Assistant to the Village Manager  
    John Adler, Director of Community Development 
    Brian King, Chief of Police 
    Kyle Perkins, Deputy Police Chief 
 
2.0     APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 2.1 Trustee Basil moved approval of minutes of the Regular Board meeting  
  held January 28, 2014, seconded by Trustee Wolf. All voted aye, the  
  motion carried. 
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3.0   PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

  Carmen Garcia, 917 13
th

 Street, asked if the Housing Commission was involved  
  in making recommendations or decisions for the Housing Assistance Program  
  and the multi-family development on Green Bay Road.  
 
  Village Manager Timothy Frenzer said in regard to the multi-family development 

on Green Bay Road, the Affordable Housing Plan does not require affordable 
housing units, it requires that the developer meet with staff and be advised of the 
affordable housing aspirational goals, so there is no data to be provided by the 
Housing Commission.   

 
  Ms. Garcia said there are currently vacancies on the Housing Commission and  

asked when the vacancies would be addressed. 
 
  President Bielinski said he will be reviewing applications, speaking with 

applicants and would then make a decision. 
 

4.0   REPORTS OF OFFICERS: 
 
 
 4.1 Consent Agenda. President Bielinski withdrew item 6.44 from the Consent 

Agenda. Trustee Basil moved approval of the remaining items of the Consent 
Agenda as follows: 

 
   4.6  Adoption of Resolution #2014-R-9 relating to the Semi-Annual Review of     

 Closed Session Minutes. 
 

6.41 Approval of contract, Morrow Brothers Ford, Greenfield, IL for the 
purchase of two Police Utility Interceptors. 

6.42 Approval of change order, RJN Group, Wheaton, IL for engineering 
services associated with the Separate Sanitary System Capacity 
Improvements. 

6.43 Adoption of Ordinance #2014-O-6 approving a Village-wide statutory 
speed limit of 25 miles per hour (mph) unless otherwise posted. 

 
 6.61 Approval of legal services agreement with the law firm of Tressler, LLP, 
  Chicago, IL. 
 
 8.1 Notice of vacancy, Housing Commission. 
 8.2 Notice of vacancy, Housing Commission.  
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 8.3 Notice of vacancy, Electrical Commission.  
 8.4 Notice of vacancy, Historic Preservation Commission.  
 8.5 Notice of vacancy, Environmental and Energy Commission.  
8.6 Notice of vacancy, Transportation Commission.  
8.7 Notice of vacancy, Environmental and Energy Commission.  
8.8 Notice of vacancy, Environmental and Energy Commission.  
8.9 Notice of vacancy, Historic Preservation Commission.  
8.91 Notice of vacancy, Appearance Review Commission.  
8.92 Notice of vacancy, Housing Commission.  

 
9.1 Recommendation of reappointment, Board of Fire and Police 
 Commissioners. 
9.2 Recommendation of reappointment, Building Code Board of Appeal. 
9.3 Recommendation of reappointment, Appearance Review Commission. 

 
 

 Trustee Wolf seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, 
Krueger, Wolf, McKenna, Basil and President Bielinski.  Voting no: none.  The motion 
carried. 
 
 
    4.2  Proclamation supporting the Wilmette Public Library’s 2014 “One Book,      
           Everybody Reads” Program. 
 
           President Bielinski read aloud the Proclamation. 
 
    4.3  Announcement of promotion of Solveig Gehrken to Police Sergeant and Kyle  
           Murphy to Deputy Police Chief. 
 
          Chief of Police Brian King announced the promotions and introduced Sergeant  
          Solveig Gehrken and Deputy Police Chief Kyle Murphy to the Village Board. 
    
    4.4  Recognition of Brandon Stenger for the identification and arrest of two serial      
           armed robbery suspects. 
 
           Chief of Police Brian King recognized Officer Stenger, summarized the event      
           and congratulated him on his outstanding work. 
 
    4.5  Request for an Executive Session to discuss performance and compensation of 

specific employees pursuant to Section 2 (c) (1) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act. 
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    4.6  Adoption of Resolution #2014-R-9 relating to the Semi-Annual Review of closed 

Session Minutes was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 

 
5.0 REPORT OF THE LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSIONER: 
  
 No Report. 
 
6.0 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
 

 6.1 LAND USE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
6.11 REMOVE FROM TABLE - Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2013-

Z-48, 1045 New Trier Court regarding a request for a 390.77 square foot 
(19.54%) front yard  impervious surface coverage variation to permit the 
retention of a front walkway on a legal non-conforming structure in 
accordance with the plans submitted. 

 
 Trustee Swanson moved to remove item 6.11 from table, seconded by 

Trustee Basil.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 
 
 President Bielinski said the request received a negative recommendation 

from the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
 Peter Petrakis, petitioner, reviewed his request as presented in the Zoning 

Board of Appeals report.  He noted that he did not realize a permit was 
needed for the brick walkway and apologized for having the work done 
without a permit. He said the purpose for installing the walkway is to 
connect the front of the house to the back of the house so family and 
friends do not have to walk on the grass. 

 
 Trustee Swanson asked Mr. Petrakis who constructed the walkway and 

wondered why the contractor did not tell Mr. Petrakis that a permit was 
needed for the work. 

 
 Mr. Petrakis said he does not remember the name of the contractor but 

was told the contractor was licensed in the Village. He takes full 
responsibility for the lack of permit for the job. 

 



 

         

      

 
 

 5 

 Trustee Ducommun said the petitioner said there is no access to the back 
of the yard but there seems to be a small pathway. 

 
 Mr. Petrakis said there is a small pathway on the grass. 
 
 Trustee Swanson asked what happens with the permit fee when work is 

done without a permit. 
 
 John Adler, Director of Community Development, said the applicant will be 

required to pay for a permit for the work that has been done and the 
permit will be 50% higher than the regular cost. 

 
 Trustee Ducommun said she is concerned about the number of people 

that do work without a permit. If the permit is granted will it set a 
precedent for other residents that would like to install brick walkways. 

 
 Mr. Adler said Mr. Petrakis block has many homes that have circular 

driveways which is unusual. The brick walkway will be used only as a 
sidewalk, not a place to park a car.   

 
 President Bielinski noted that the request to grant a request for a 390.77 

square foot (19.54%) front yard impervious surface coverage variation to 
permit the retention of a front walkway on a legal non-conforming 
structure in accordance with the plans submitted had been previously 
moved and seconded. 

 
 Trustee Swanson said he believes that if the petitioner applied for a 

permit and followed the variation process, the variation request would 
have been granted as it is a minor variation. He will support the request 
but is disturbed that the contractor installed the walkway without a permit. 
He would like the Land Use Committee to address the issue of work that 
is done without a permit. 

 
 Trustee Ducommun said she was also concerned with the lack of permit. 

She is concerned that there is more impervious surface on the property 
and the Village is currently addressing flooding issues.  She believes the 
variation is minor and will support the request as the petitioner would have 
to remove the walkway if the request was denied. 
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 Trustee Krueger said he does not support the request as the Village 
continues to spend money to address flooding and sewer issues and it is 
unfair to those residents who do come to the Village for a permit to do 
work on their property.  

 
 Trustee Wolf said she agrees with Trustee Swanson and is happy that the 

Land Use Committee will address the issue of work being done without a 
permit.  She also is concerned with adding more impervious surface to the 
property but will reluctantly support the request. 

 
 Trustee McKenna said he does not believe the lack of permit is a reason 

to deny the request as the Village has penalties in place for that issue. He 
will not support the request due to the large amount of impervious surface 
already existing in the front yard. 

 
 Trustee Basil said homeowners rely on contractors to pull a permit and he 

does realize that everyone makes an error.  It is an unfortunate situation 
but the request is minor and Mr. Petrakis will have to pay the fine. He 
believes the request should be granted. 

 
 President Bielinski said he agrees with Trustees Swanson and Basil that 

the request is minimal. He is concerned about the lack of permit but he 
does realize homeowners rely on the contractor to purchase a permit and 
is happy that the Land Use Committee will address the issue.  He will 
support the request as he believes the standards for the variation have 
been met. 

 
 Voting yes:  Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, Wolf, Basil and President 

Bielinski. Voting no: Trustees Krueger and McKenna.  The motion carried. 
     

 6.2 FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:   
 
No Report. 
 

 6.3 ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
  No Report. 
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 6.4 MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
6.41 Approval of contract in the amount of $57,900 with Morrow Brothers Ford, 

Greenfield, IL for the purchase of two Police Utility Interceptors was 
handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
6.42 Approval of change order in the amount of $18,839 with RJN Group, 

Wheaton, IL for engineering services associated with the Separate 
Sanitary System Capacity Improvements was handled with the Consent 
Agenda. 

 
6.43 Adoption of Ordinance #2014-O-6 approving a Village-wide statutory 

speed limit of 25 miles per hour (mph) unless otherwise posted was 
handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
 6.5 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT: 

 
No Report. 
 

 6.6 JUDICIARY COMMITTEE REPORT:  
 
 6.61 Approval of legal services agreement with the law firm of Tressler, LLP, 
  Chicago, IL in the amount of $203,100 was handled with the Consent  
  Agenda. 
 
7.0 REPORTS FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 
 
 No Reports. 
 
8.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
  
 8.1 Notice of vacancy on the Housing Commission due to the term expiration  
  of Jack Rosenberg was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
 8.2 Notice of vacancy on the Housing Commission due to the term expiration of 
  Gregory Braun was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
 8.3 Notice of vacancy on the Electrical Commission due to the term expiration 

of Robert May was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
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 8.4 Notice of vacancy on the Historic Preservation Commission due to the 
resignation of Senta Plunkett was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
 8.5 Notice of vacancy on the Environmental and Energy Commission due to  
           the term expiration of Karen Glennemeier was handled with the Consent 
 Agenda. 

 
8.6 Notice of vacancy on the Transportation Commission due to the term  
 expiration of Mark Wagstaff was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
8.7 Notice of vacancy on the Environmental and Energy Commission due to  
 the term expiration of Debra Favre was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
8.8 Notice of vacancy on the Environmental and Energy Commission due to  
 the term expiration of Charles Murdock was handled with the Consent 
 Agenda. 
 
8.9 Notice of vacancy on the Historic Preservation Commission due to the  
 term expiration of Rich Lytle was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
8.91 Notice of vacancy on the Appearance Review Commission due to the 
 resignation of Linda Nicholls was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
8.92 Notice of vacancy on the Housing Commission due to the term expiration  
 of Michael Robke was handled with the Consent Agenda. 

 
9.0 NEW BUSINESS: 

 
9.1 Recommendation of reappointment of Terry Porter to the Board of Fire 
 and Police Commissioners from March 1, 2014 to March 1, 2017 was 
 handled with the Consent Agenda. 
 
9.2 Recommendation of reappointment of Paul James to the Building Code 
 Board of Appeal from March 1, 2014 to March 1, 2019 was handled with 
 the Consent Agenda. 
 
9.3 Recommendation of reappointment of Carrie Woleben-Meade to the 
 Appearance Review Commission from March 10, 2014 to March 10, 2019 
 was handled with the Consent Agenda. 
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10.0 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

   Trustee Basil moved to adjourn to executive session at 8:26 p.m., to discuss the 
performance and compensation of specific employees pursuant to Section 2 (c) (1) 
of the Illinois Open Meetings Act, seconded by Trustee Wolf. 
 

  Voting yes: Trustees Swanson, Ducommun, Krueger, Wolf, McKenna, Basil and 
President Bielinski. Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 
 The Village Board returned from the Executive Session at 9:35 p.m. 
 

Trustee Basil made a motion to adjourn the Village Board meeting at 9:36 p.m., 
seconded by Trustee Wolf. 
 

 All voted aye, the motion carried. 
 
     
 

      Barbara L. Hirsch 
      Deputy Village Clerk 

 


