
3/8/16                             Approved 4/12/16 

 

 
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 
     OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, ILLINOIS HELD IN THE  
      COUNCIL ROOM OF SAID VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS ON TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2016. 

  
The Village President called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

1.0 ROLL CALL 
 President  Bob Bielinski 
 Trustees  Daniel E. Sullivan, Jr. 
    Julie Wolf  
    Cameron Krueger 
    Ted McKenna 
    Senta Plunkett 
 Absent:  Carol Ducommun 
                     
 Staff Present:  Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
    Michael F. Zimmermann, Corporation Counsel 

    John Adler, Director of Community Development 
    John Prejzner, Assistant to the Village Manager 
      

2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 
3.0 CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A resident asked to remove Item 3.5 and Item 3.16 from the Consent Agenda. 
 
President Bielinski noted that there would be no action taken on Item 3.16 this 
evening.  It is simply a referral of an application to the Judiciary Committee. 
 
Trustee Sullivan moved approval of the Consent Agenda as follows: 

 
3.1 Approval of minutes of the Regular Board meeting held February 23, 2016. 

 
  LAND USE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 

 
3.2 Presentation of minutes of the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting held 

February 3, 2016. 
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3.3 Adoption of Ordinance #2016-O-13 approving a revised request for a 2.0’ 
 fence  height variation and a fence openness variation to permit the
 retention of a 6.0’ high solid fence in a front yard at 3023 Central Avenue in 
 accordance with the plans as revised. 
 

     3.4 Introduction of Ordinance #2016-O-11 amending the R2, Attached 
 Residence Zoning District and Townhouse/Stacked Flat Use Regulations in 
 Chapter 20 of the Village Code, the Zoning Ordinance. 

  
FINANCE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

 3.6 Approval of February 2016 Disbursement Report. 
 

  ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

  3.7 Presentation of minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission meeting  
   held September 30, 2015. 
 
  3.8 Presentation of minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission meeting  
   held February 3, 2016. 
 
  3.9 Reappointment of Melanie Glass to the Historic Preservation Commission  
   from March 13, 2016 to March 13, 2020.  
 
  3.10 Notice of vacancy on the Police Pension Fund Board of Trustees due to  
   the term expiration of David Farina. 
 
   3.11 Appointment of Ellen Falkof to “Housing Our Own Wilmette” Board of  
    Directors. 

 
  MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
   
  3.12 Approval of contract in the amount not to exceed $25,000 with Muscat  
   Painting and Decorating, East Dundee, IL for light pole painting. 
 
  3.13 Approval of contract in the amount of $21,479 with Underground Pipe and  
   Valve Company, Plainfield, IL for purchase of nine fire hydrants. 
 
   3.14 Adoption of Resolution #2016-R-9 approving a contract amendment in the  
    amount of $14,300 with Tecorp Inc., Joliet, IL for additional construction  
    work associated with the Water Plant Pipe Painting Project. 
 

  JUDICIARY COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

3.15 Presentation of minutes of the Judiciary Committee meeting held January 
 12, 2016. 
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  3.16 Application of The Backyard Barbecue Store (535 Green Bay Road) for a  
   Brew Pub Liquor License – Referral to Judiciary Committee. 
 
  Trustee Wolf seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Trustees Sullivan, Wolf, Krueger, 

McKenna, Plunkett, and President Bielinski. Voting no: none. The motion carried. 
 
4.0 REPORTS OF OFFICERS: 

 
4.1 Proclamation supporting the Wilmette Public Library’s 2016 “One Book,     

Everybody Reads” Program. 
 
President Bielinski read aloud the Proclamation. 

 
4.2 Proclamation designating April 2016 as National Fair Housing Month.  

 
President Bielinski read aloud the Proclamation. 

 
There were no reports from the Village Manager or Corporation Counsel. 

 
5.0       REPORT OF LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSIONER: 

 
No Report. 
 

6.0      STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

6.1 LAND USE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
   
   3.5 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2016-Z-08, 535 Green Bay 

  Road regarding a request for a special use for a brew pub and a  
  variation from the requirement that all business operations must be  
  conducted within a completely enclosed building to permit the  
  operation of a brew pub and an outdoor sales display (The Backyard 
  Barbecue Store) in accordance with the plans submitted. The use  
  shall run with the use; adoption of Ordinance #2016-O-14. 

 
    Trustee Sullivan moved to grant a request for Zoning Board of  

  Appeals Report, Case #2016-Z-08, 535 Green Bay Road regarding  
  a request for a special use for a brew pub and a variation from the 
  requirement that all business operations must be conducted within a 
  completely enclosed building to permit the operation of a brew pub  
  and an outdoor sales display (The Backyard Barbecue Store) in  
  accordance with the plans submitted; The use shall run with the use; 
  adoption of Ordinance #2016-O-14,seconded by Trustee Wolf. 

 
    President Bielinski asked the applicant to review his request. 
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    Dan Marguerite, applicant for 535 Green Bay Road, said he wanted 

  the Village Board to know that he notified all the addresses on the  
  list for variation notification.  He received a positive recommendation 
  from the Zoning Board of Appeals and believes that moving his  
  current store, The Backyard Barbecue, to 535 Green Bay Road will  
  fit in with the Village Master Plan. He has had a liquor license at his 
  current location for 12 years and he believes that there have been  
  no complaints regarding his business.  He takes great pride in the  
  way his current store looks, inside and outside, and he hopes to  
  clean up the current building at 535 Green Bay Road.  The property 
  at 535 Green Bay Road is zoned for a commercial use and is bound 
  by all commercial properties.  There are nine parking spaces on the 
  property, there are parking spaces available on Green Bay Road and 
  customers may use the train parking lots for evening and weekend  
  events. The property has egress to Green Bay Road and has a  
  permanent easement to a public right-of-way.  His primary   
  business is The Backyard Barbecue Store which has been well  
  received in the Village.  The new location will have double the space 
  of his current store, which will allow him to have more display area.  

    It will also allow him more space to hold events.  He is requesting  
  a special use to build a small outdoor kitchen for display, demo  
  purposes and to serve food for some events.  The proposed outdoor 
  kitchen is surrounded by established commercial buildings.  For the 
  past 12 years, he has had respect for his neighbors and the   
  neighboring businesses and he hopes to continue that respect at his 
  new address.  He has lived in Wilmette all his life and would  like to 
  address any concerns. 

 
    Trustee Sullivan asked when and why the outdoor kitchen was added 

  to the current business. 
 
    Mr. Marguerite said he added the outdoor kitchen approximately  

  seven years ago to allow him to have more grilling space for his  
  events. 

 
    Trustee Sullivan asked how many people Mr. Marguerite is allowed  

  to have in his current space. 
 
    Mr. Marguerite said he can currently serve 40 people but his events 

  are different sizes with some as small as eight people. 
 
    Trustee Sullivan asked how late the events typically go to. 
 
    Mr. Marguerite said he usually tries to have the events finished by  
    10 pm as he does not want to be there later since he is open six days 

  a week. 
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    Trustee Sullivan asked how the brew pub would work at the   

  proposed building. 
 
    Mr. Marguerite said he is proposing a three and a half barrel system 

  and if it runs full capacity, he would produce 175 barrels of beer per 
  year, which he would like to have consumed on the premises or sell 
  as growlers. 

 
    Trustee Wolf asked how the traffic for deliveries at the store would  

  work. 
 
    Mr. Marguerite said he takes a good portion of his deliveries at his  

  storage spot on Lake Avenue.  He has a few trucks that will deliver  
  daily or weekly and they would come down the alley. 

 
    Trustee Wolf asked what is being proposed for the exterior of the  

  new building.  
 
    Mr. Marguerite said he would like to tuck-point, paint and clean up  

  the exterior property the best he can. His plans for the exterior of the 
  building will have to be approved by the Appearance Review  
  Commission. 

 
    Trustee Wolf said she likes what Mr. Marguerite has done with the  

  existing store and the garden area. 
 
    Trustee Krueger asked if Mr. Marguerite expected his deliveries to  

  be any different than the Ace Hardware or other business deliveries 
  in the neighborhood. 

 
    Mr. Marguerite said he takes his deliveries now between 10 am and 

  5pm and if there is a big delivery he asks for an appointment time so 
  he can tell the delivery truck where to go as most of the time the big 
  deliveries are at his storage space on Lake Avenue. 

 
    Trustee McKenna asked what percentage of the business is related 

  to parties. 
 
    Mr. Marguerite said less than 10% of the business revenue is related 

  to party events at the store.  
 
    Trustee Plunkett asked for more detail regarding the planned outdoor 

  space of the proposed building. 
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    Mr. Marguerite said the proposed outdoor space will be on the  

  northeast side of the building.  He will have a gas bar pizza oven, a  
  grill and most likely a Big Green Egg in an open stone kitchen area. 

 
    President Bielinski said there were emails received from residents  

  that believed there would be nuisance odors from the brewing  
  process.  

  
    Mr. Marguerite said the brew process would be a few hours possibly 

  two days a week when there might be an odor that would exit out the 
  building. 

 
    Trustee Krueger asked if there had been any complaints regarding  

  the Wilmette Depot’s brew process. 
 
    Mr. Braiman said he is not aware that the Village has received any  

  complaints regarding the Wilmette Depot’s brewing process since  
  they opened their brew pub. 

 
    President Bielinski asked John Adler, Director of Community   

  Development, to answer questions from the Board. 
 
    President Bielinski asked what type of notice procedure is required  

  for Mr. Marguerite’s variation and special use request. 
 
    Mr. Adler said notice must be given to addresses within 250’ of the  

  property. 
 
    Trustee Sullivan asked if the meeting notice was posted on the  

  building and in the newspaper. 
 
    Mr. Adler said the meeting notice was posted on the building and in 

  the newspaper. 
 
    Trustee McKenna asked if the alley next to 535 Green Bay Road  

  belonged to the Village. 
 
    Mr. Adler said the alley is Village property and goes around the  

  building at 535 Green Bay Road. 
 
    President Bielinski asked what the permitted uses are for the  

  property at 535 Green Bay Road. 
 
    Mr. Adler said the permitted uses for the property would be a sit down 

  restaurant with outdoor seating. He noted that there is a separate  
  process for a liquor license request. 
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    Trustee McKenna noted that a four story building could be   

  constructed at 535 Green Bay Road per the Zoning Code process. 
 
    President Bielinski asked if there was anyone present to speak in  

  favor of the application. 
 
    Steve Leonard, 1035 Mohawk, said as a longtime resident he is so  

  pleased with what is happening in downtown Wilmette with   
  restaurants and retail and he believes Mr. Marguerite’s business will 
  build upon that. He said he was part of the Master Plan process and 
  they spent a lot time discussing what businesses would be optimal  
  for the 500 block of Green Bay Road.  He read from a portion of the 
  Master Plan that states “The Master Plan envisions replacing some  
  or all of the existing auto oriented service use and parking lots with  
  a more continuous street frontage of retail space at ground level”. 

    He believes this specific application accomplishes that and is a best 
  case scenario.  He is a professional retail specialist and consultant  
  and he believes the proposed application relocation is a wonderful  
  step in the right direction for this block. The beer operations    
  proposed are miniscule compared to other brew pubs in the area. 

    He is a strong advocate for the proposed application. 
   
    Randy Tiemen, 905 Linden Avenue, said the Marguerites have done 

  a wonderful job with The Backyard Barbecue Store and he is a  
  neighbor of the current store location. He was also involved with the 
  Master Plan process and he agrees with Mr. Leonard’s comments  
  and believes that The Backyard Barbecue Store will be very   
  successful in the proposed location. He totally supports the   
  application. 

 
    President Bielinski asked if there was anyone present to speak in  

  opposition to the application. 
  
    Max Schanzenbach, 518 Park Avenue, said he lives about 50 yards 

  from the proposed brew pub. He said if it was Mr. Marguerite’s  
  proposal to move his business as it currently exists and operates to 
  the proposed address at 535 Green Bay Road he would   
  wholeheartedly support the request.  He said Mr. Marguerite’s  
  proposal is for a 5,000 square foot party space with eight parking  
  spots that is land locked.  The alleys to which the building are 
  accessible are residential alley ways. Currently, the alleys are made 
  more dangerous as cars park in the alley. He is also concerned the  
  business will add to more traffic on Park Avenue, which currently has 
  a lot of traffic. His conflict with the application is with the request for  
  a brew pub in a neighborhood with children and near a school.  
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    Mr. Schanzenbach believes the proposed application is   

  inappropriate for the neighborhood. He urged the Village Board to  
  say no or delay the  decision and work with the neighbors.  

 
    Corporation Counsel Michael Zimmermann said he would like to  

  clarify the classification of a brew pub liquor license. A brew pub  
  license in Wilmette is an add-on license, the applicant has to have  
  an underlying primary liquor license.  Mr. Marguerite has had a Class 
  K liquor license for a number of years which is his main license. He  
  is requesting a license to brew beer, which he can then serve in  
  accordance with the regulations of his current license. 

 
    Trustee Krueger asked if parking is allowed on Park Avenue. 
 
    Mr. Schanzenbach said parking is allowed on one side of Park  

  Avenue and parking is a problem at various times during the day. 
 
    Trustee Sullivan said The Backyard Barbecue Store is a retail store 

  that has operated for 12 years, has private events and serves  
  alcohol at those events.  

 
    Trustee McKenna asked if Mr. Schanzenbach had any issues with  

  the restaurant Tsing Tao, which is right next door to 535 Green Bay 
  Road. 

     
    Mr. Schanzenbach said he has never had an issue with Tsing Tao  

  Restaurant. 
 
    Vicky Kaywood, 1126 Linden Avenue, said she has lived there  

  for 25 years and has seen many changes. When the Jewel came to 
  the neighborhood, she wrote to the Village President about the  
  difficulties getting to and from her garage.  The Village was very  
  responsive and did a traffic count which showed a very high volume 
  of traffic. She is concerned about parking and traffic in the alleys with 
  the proposed new business. 

 
    Trustee Krueger said he also lives on a street that is a cut through  

  for traffic and there is a process for traffic calming that residents can 
  go through. 

 
    Trustee Plunkett said the current building at 535 Green Bay Road is 

  abandoned and she believes bringing some nice clientele to the  
  neighborhood would improve the area.  
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    Bob Arkus, 520 Park Avenue, said he has lived at his address since 

  1968.  The neighborhood has changed over the years and traffic has 
  increased greatly. His concern is that the business will have parties  
  in the evening and will be noisy. He does not believe there was a  
  good job done about notifying the neighbors, as they did not realize 
  what type of business was going to be there. 

 
    Trustee McKenna asked if Mr. Arkus had any problems with the  

  Tsing Tao restaurant next door. 
 
    Mr. Arkus said he does not have any issues with the Tsing Tao  

  restaurant.  He is concerned that parties at the proposed location will 
  change the neighborhood. 

 
    Trustee Krueger asked where Mr. Arkus would like to see traffic  

  routed for the proposed location. 
 
    Mr. Arkus said he would like to see traffic go in and out from Green  

  Bay Road but that still does not address the party noise. 
 
    Michelle Salama, 1124 Linden Avenue, said she would be hugely  

  affected if the traffic were diverted down the alley. She is concerned 
  about traffic, noise, parking and the partying in the evening.  

 
    Trustee McKenna asked if Ms. Salama had any issues with the Tsing 

  Tao restaurant next door. 
 
    Ms. Salama said she did not. 
 
    Trustee Plunkett asked if there were any problems with the Wilmette 

  Food Mart on the other side of the location that sells liquor. 
 
    Ms. Salama said she does not have any problems with the Wilmette

  Food Mart.  
 
    Cindy Gaskow said she spent 35 years at 1325 Wilmette Avenue.   

  She is concerned with parking and alley traffic and does not believe 
  it is a good place for the proposed business.  

 
    Celeste Kosyniak, 539 Park Avenue, said she lives on the west side 

  of Park Avenue.  She has concerns regarding the notice that was  
  sent, parking for patrons and employees, traffic and the party events 
  with liquor.  

 
    Trustee McKenna asked if there were any challenges with patrons  

  from the Tsing Tao restaurant. 
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    Ms. Kosyniak said most patrons park in the restaurant parking lot or 

  on Green Bay Road and she does not feel any impact from the  
  restaurant.  

 
    Georgia Bozeday, 506 Park Avenue, said she did not receive notice 

  for the meeting. She is a huge supporter of what has been done in  
  downtown Wilmette. The location is the main issue for her due to the 
  alley constraints in the area. She said the Tsing Tao restaurant has  
  easy access off Green Bay Road and does not have the same  
  impact. She believes the proposed business will put a huge burden  
  on the neighbors. 

     
    John Poulous, Cross Fit Wilmette, said he supports Dan Marguerite’s 

  request to move his business across the street.  He has been to  
  events held at The Backyard Barbecue Store and the events are low 
  key, they are not noisy. 

 
    Trustee McKenna noted that Cross Fit Wilmette is on Green   

  Road and asked where his customers park. 
 
    Mr. Poulous said customers park on his property, on Green Bay  

  Road and in the empty building that is next to him. 
 
    Jim Melchiorre, 510 Park Avenue, said there are people who walk  

  and jog in the alley behind him so driving in the alley into his garage 
  is a problem.  He also said snow removal in the alley is difficult and  
  there is more traffic in the alley due to the Jewel and Illinois Bone  
  and Joint moving there. He has called the Police Department  
  numerous times due to crime in the alley. He would like to see the  
  current problems in the alley addressed before another new   
  business is added to the area. 

 
    Janice Arkus, 520 Park Avenue, said she has lived in the area for 40 

  plus years and does not believe the area will accommodate the  
  proposed business.  

 
    Trustee McKenna asked what her main concern for the new business 

  is. 
 
    Mrs. Arkus said traffic, parking and alcohol at the business are her  

  main concerns. 
 
    Kate Thomas, 420 Park Avenue, said she is a longtime customer of 

  The Backyard Barbecue Store, and knows it has been an excellent  
  business and neighbor. She believes the empty property at 535  
  Green Bay Road is an untenable situation and something needs to  
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    go there, as it is important for commercial and economic  

  development. She would encourage a traffic study in the area due to 
  the increased traffic from the Jewel.  Ms. Thomas asked that the 
  request be delayed so that residents have an opportunity to work  
  with staff and have their concerns addressed.  

 
    Paul Dauer said he owns the property at 545 Green Bay Road, and 

  to the best of his knowledge, he was not notified of the zoning  
  process. He is concerned about the proposed request.  

 
    President Bielinski declared a recess at the end of public comment. 
 
    President Bielinski brought the meeting back to order. 
 
    President Bielinski noted that public comment had been concluded  

  and that the applicant was allowed final comment. 
 
    Mr. Marguerite said he appreciates all the neighbors’ concerns and  

  comments.  He said there were many comments regarding alcohol  
  being served at his business and everyone that serves alcohol at his 
  business, including himself, have been BASSET trained and   
  certified.  He said concerns regarding the alley were mentioned  
  and he would also like to see the alley improved.  He would be happy 
  to work with the neighbors regarding traffic flow and parking. He  
  noted that he would be parking at the store and his one full time  
  employee takes the train to work.  He has part time employees in the 
  summer and fall and they usually take public transportation. He noted 
  that the majority of the space in the store would be his retail display 
  area.  He asked the Village Board to support his request. 

 
    Trustee Sullivan said Mr. Marguerite currently has an outdoor kitchen 

  at his business and asked if his events are held outside in the  
  evenings. 

 
    Mr. Marguerite said he has had events outside in the evenings and  

  they usually end by 10 pm, although his liquor license allows him to 
  stay open until midnight. 

 
    Trustee McKenna asked where the outdoor kitchen would be located 

  at the new business. 
 
    Mr. Marguerite said the outdoor kitchen at the new business would  

  be located along Green Bay Road facing Tsing Tao restaurant.   
 
    Trustee McKenna asked if there would be any type of music outside. 
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    Mr. Marguerite said he has a sound system inside the store but he  

  does not have any music outside. 
 
    Trustee Plunkett asked for clarification regarding the need for a  

  variation for an outdoor kitchen and outdoor seating.  
 
    Mr. Adler said there is a prohibition for an outdoor sales area but the 

  outdoor seating is a permitted use that is licensed by an   
  administrative process.  

 
    Mr. Marguerite reviewed his site plan as presented in the Zoning  

  Board of Appeals report for the inside of the proposed store. 
 
    Trustee Wolf asked how many parking spaces are on the property. 
 
    Mr. Marguerite said there are currently nine parking spaces on the  

  property. 
 
    Trustee McKenna said there does not seem to be operational issues 

  with Mr. Marguerite’s current business location so the concern of the 
  neighbors for the new business seems to be fear of the unknown. 

 
    President Bielinski said the applicant is not requesting a parking  

  variation but the question is whether the use is an incremental  
  nuisance given the existing condition. 

 
    Trustee Krueger said there are five different ways in and out of the  

  property, so he does not believe 40 people for an event will cause a 
  traffic problem at one specific intersection in the area. 

 
    President Bielinski said there was a request from the neighbors to  

  either remand the request back to the Zoning Board of Appeals or  
  table the request to a future meeting for consideration.   

 
    President Bielinski asked if there was a motion for either of those  

  requests.  There were no motions from the Village Board. 
 
    Trustee Sullivan said he appreciated the concern expressed by the  

  neighbors.  Mr. Marguerite has operated his current business for 12 
  years and has a vested interest in making the new location work.  He 
  is supportive of the request, as he believes it meets the standards of
  the special use and is ideal for the community.  He believes Mr.  
  Marguerite has tried to minimize the variation and the hardship is the 
  area where the building is located.  The store has been operated as 
  a retail store with expanded events that serve liquor. There have  
  been no complaints from the current neighbors of The Backyard  
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    Barbecue Store regarding the events and he believes he can support 

  the request. 
      
    Trustee Wolf said she agrees with Trustee Sullivan.  She thanked  

  everyone for attending the meeting and expressing their opinions.  
  She also thanked Mr. Marguerite for running a wonderful business  
  that is an asset to the community.  She believes there are some  
  issues in the neighborhood as there are commercial uses abutting  
  residential uses and also believes there can be an ongoing dialogue 
  to see what can be done to improve the whole neighborhood. She  
  believes the Zoning Board of Appeals decision was right and the  
  proposed business will fit well into the unusual site. She is in favor of 
  the request.   

 
    Trustee Krueger said he agrees with his fellow Trustees. He also  

  believes there were a lot of valid concerns that were well articulated. 
  He believes the petition document that was circulated was rather  
  inflammatory and was based on supposition with very little fact.   
  There cannot be growth in the Village without some change and  
  change comes with many things including traffic.  He believes that  
  Mr. Marguerite has been a very good neighbor, however, the fact that 
  he spent a considerable amount of money on the property is not  
  germane to the discussion.  We have to be fair to all the   
  property owners in the area, residential and commercial, regarding  
  traffic, alley issues and deliveries.  We are not changing the zoning, 
  it is a commercial area and there will be more incremental traffic with 
  new business.  People are delighted with the new businesses in  
  Wilmette and that has created traffic and parking issues. Mr.   
  Marguerite has been a very good neighbor at his current property  
  and believes he will be a good neighbor at the new property.  There 
  is one lever that the Village Board can use on business owners that 
  are not good  neighbors and that is the annual relicensing of their  
  liquor license. If there is a problem with the business, then the Village 
  can revoke the liquor license. The proposed business concept in the 
  proposed area works for him and if Mr. Marguerite is not a good  
  business owner, the business will not be a success. 

 
    Trustee McKenna said he concurs with his fellow Trustees’   

  comments.  He puts a lot of stock in the fact that this is an existing  
  business and we know what the operation is.  He believes that Mr.  
  Marguerite should have a plan for traffic in and out of the business  
  and for parking for events. The special use for the brew pub is  
  incidental to the business and the outdoor kitchen is currently  
  part of Mr. Marguerite’s business so he believes it is unique and  
  appropriate to the use.  He will support the request. 
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 Trustee Plunkett said what is important to recognize is that we would 

not be here this evening discussing the request if Mr. Marguerite did  
 not want to sell some products outside or make beer. She 

appreciates everyone’s comments but they are not germane to the 
issue because a retail establishment, restaurant, and outdoor 
seating are all permitted there.  She does not believe the two minor 
variations have any impact on traffic, parking or the safety of the 
area.  She believes safety would be increased by having a reputable 
business on the property and she is happy that the current building 
can be reused.  

 
 President Bielinski said he would like to have staff work with the 

neighbors to understand the traffic issues and possible alternatives 
and to see what can be done to calm or redirect traffic in the 
neighborhood. 

  
     President Bielinski said that the Village Center Master Plan is  

  actually focused on the west side of Green Bay Road. There was a  
  process in 2010, which took over a year, to discuss the Master Plan 
  and gather community support for a vision downtown so that we  
  could go to the development community and say “here is what we  
  want, please build it”. The history of Wilmette and many other  
  communities on the North Shore was that the developer’s point of  
  view was that it was not worth the effort to build here because no one 
  knew what they wanted.  He believes that Mr. Marguerite’s request  
  is consistent with the Village Center Master Plan and the   
  Comprehensive Plan.  The special use is a request to brew beer on 
  the premises.  The hardship is completely reasonable as the   
  business will be selling grills and would like to have an outdoor  
  grilling and display area. The Village Board has expressed that they 
  are comfortable with Mr. Marguerite as he is an established business 
  already in the Village, and is active in the Chamber of Commerce  
  and community. He noted that granting the request will not give Mr.  
  Marguerite a right to be a nuisance in the Village.  He said residents 
  are very happy with the downtown development and we all benefit  
  from the vibrancy of our downtown businesses. 

 
    Voting yes:  Trustees Sullivan, Wolf, Krueger, McKenna Plunkett and 

  President Bielinski.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
     

6.2        FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
All items listed on the Consent Agenda 

 
6.3 ADMINISTRATION STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

  All items listed on the Consent Agenda 
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6.4 MUNICIPAL SERVICES STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

  All items listed on the Consent Agenda 
 

6.5 PUBLIC SAFETY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
No Report 
 

6.6 JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
   All items listed on the Consent Agenda 

 

6.7 REPORTS FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
No Reports 

 

7.0       NEW BUSINESS 
 
  No Report 
 
8.0       MATTERS REFERRED TO STANDING COMMITTEES 

 
8.1 Review Short-Term Rental Regulations referred to Land Use Committee. 

 
9.0       ADJOURNMENT 

  
Trustee Krueger moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:09 p.m., seconded by Trustee 
Wolf. All voted aye, the motion carried. 

 
       
 

Barbara L. Hirsch 
      Deputy Village Clerk 
     
   

    


