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         1200 Wilmette Avenue 

       WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 
     OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, ILLINOIS HELD IN THE  
      COUNCIL ROOM OF SAID VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS ON TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2016. 

  
The Village President called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. 
 

1.0 ROLL CALL 
 President  Bob Bielinski 
 Trustees  Daniel E. Sullivan, Jr. 
    Carol Ducommun 
    Julie Wolf  
    Cameron Krueger 
 Absent:  Ted McKenna 
    Senta Plunkett 
              
 Staff Present:  Timothy J. Frenzer, Village Manager 
    Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
    Michael F. Zimmermann, Corporation Counsel 

    Barbara Hirsch, Deputy Village Clerk 
    John Adler, Director of Community Development 
    John Prejzner, Assistant to the Village Manager 
    Russ Jensen, Village Engineer 
    

2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Ken Obel, Wilmette Citizens for Active Transportation (WCAT), presented comments 
to the Village Board regarding the goals and beliefs of WCAT, their progress and 
their needs and requests of the Village Board. Mr. Obel thanked the Village Board 
for their support to date and noted that there is much more that they would like the 
Village to do to support active transportation in Wilmette.  

 
3.0 CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Trustee Ducommun moved approval of the Consent Agenda as follows: 

 
3.1 Approval of minutes of the Regular Board meeting held June 14, 2016. 

 
3.2 Approval of minutes of the Special Board meeting held June 14, 2016. 
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  LAND USE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
3.3 Presentation of minutes of the Appearance Review Commission meeting 

held May 2, 2016. 
 
           

3.4 Approval of Temporary Use Permit #2016-TU-08 for Wilmette Chamber of 
Commerce Summerfest to be held on Friday, July 22 and Saturday, July 
23, 2016. 

 

3.5 Approval of Temporary Use Permit #2016-TU-10 to allow the Wilmette 
Community Church to hold Family Film Nights on the lawn at 1020 Forest 
Avenue on Wednesday, July 13, July 27 and August 10, 2016 from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

 

3.6 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2016-Z-21, 1515 Sheridan Road 
regarding a request for a special use for a limited service restaurant (Taco 
Lago) in accordance with the plans submitted. The use shall run with the 
use; adoption of Ordinance #2016-O-37. 

 

3.7 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2016-Z-28, 226 Woodbine Avenue 
regarding a request for a 2.0’ fence height variation and a fence openness 
variation to permit the replacement of a 6.0’ tall solid fence in the rear yard 
of a double-frontage lot in accordance with the plans submitted; adoption of 
Ordinance #2016-O-38. 

 

3.8 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2016-Z-26, 1809 Wilmette Avenue 
regarding a request for A 54.02 square foot (0.87%) total floor area 
variation, a 1.1’ side yard garage setback variation, a 5.0’ rear yard parking 
pad setback variation, a 2.0’ parking space depth variation, a 52.46 square 
foot (4.22%) rear yard total impervious surface coverage variation, and a 
45.62 square foot (3.67%) rear yard structure impervious surface coverage 
variation to permit the retention of a detached two-car garage and parking 
pad in accordance with the plans submitted - REQUEST TO TABLE TO 
JULY 12, 2016 REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD MEETING. 

 

  3.9 REMOVE FROM TABLE - Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case   
   #2015-Z-32, 701 Laurel Avenue regarding a request for a 6.3’ side   
   yard adjoining a street parking setback variation to permit a parking  
   pad in accordance with the plans submitted-REQUEST TO TABLE TO  
   JULY 12, 2016 REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD MEETING. 
 

3.10 REMOVE FROM TABLE - Appearance Review Commission Report,  
   Case  #2016-AR-12, 721  Green Bay Road, Imperial Motors, regarding a 

request to approve a sign area variation, sign variation to display three 
additional wall signs and a roof line design variation and prohibited material 
variation - REQUEST TO TABLE TO JULY 12, 2016 REGULAR VILLAGE 

BOARD MEETING. 
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 FINANCE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

3.11 Presentation of the May 2016 Monthly Financial Report. 
 
3.12 Adoption of Resolution #2016-R-19 authorizing the Section 125 Plan 
 Administrator to write-off unclaimed flex plan balances from fiscal year 
 2015. 
 

  ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

  3.13 Reappointment of Joseph Drelicharz to the Electrical Commission from  
   July1, 2016 to July 1, 2020. 
 
  3.14 Reappointment of Thomas McDaniel to the Electrical Commission from  
   July 1, 2016 to July 1, 2020. 
 

  MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
   
  3.15 Adoption of Ordinance #2016-O-31 establishing Valet Parking in   
   downtown Wilmette. 
 
  3.16 Adoption of Resolution #2016-R-20 approving a Plat of Dedication for 2403 
   Old Glenview Road.   
 
  3.17 Approval of a contract in the amount not to exceed $1,133,500 with J.A. 
   Johnson Paving, Arlington Heights, IL for the 2016 MFT Road Program. 
 
  JUDICIARY COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
  3.18 Adoption of Resolution #2016-R-22 approving and ratifying a Common  
   Interest / Joint Defense Agreement with Backyard BBQ, Inc. and Daniel  
   Marguerite. 

   
  Trustee Wolf seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Trustees Sullivan, Ducommun, Wolf, 

Krueger, and President Bielinski. Voting no: none. The motion carried. 
 

4.0 REPORTS OF OFFICERS: 
 
4.1 Recognition of New Trier High School’s 2016 State Championship 
 teams. 

 
   President Bielinski recognized the coaches and players for the Girls  
   Soccer Team and Boys Tennis Team for winning their State Championships 
   
  Village Manager Timothy Frenzer noted that there were several hundred residents 
  who attended the first concert of the Village’s Summer Concert Series and noted  
  that there will be more concerts in July and August.  
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  Mr. Frenzer said he has been asked by Wilmette Chief of Police Brian King to  
  remind residents to lock their automobiles.  There has been an increased number 
  of stolen cars recently due to residents leaving their cars unlocked and the key  
  fobs in the car. 
 
5.0 REPORT OF LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSIONER: 

 
No Report 
 

6.0 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

6.1 LAND USE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

 6.11 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2016-Z-27, 201 Sheridan 
 Road, Baker Demonstration School regarding a request for a   

  modification of a special use (Primary Educational Facility), a special 
 use to allow two accessory structures exceeding 200 square feet in 
 area, a variation to expand a legal non-conforming structure, a 
 1,449.48 square foot (17.47%) front yard impervious surface 
 coverage variation, a 2,422.49 square foot (48.1%) side yard   

  adjoining a street impervious surface coverage variation, an 
 814.24 square foot (5.63%) combined side yard impervious surface 
 coverage variation, an 85.52 square foot (0.39%) rear yard   

  pavement impervious surface coverage variation, an 11.0’ side yard 
 adjoining a street sport court (synthetic turf playfield) setback  

  variation, an 8.83’ interior side yard sport court (synthetic turf 
 playfield) setback variation, a 3.75’ refuse storage area side yard 
 setback variation, a 4’ fence height variation and a 1.5’ fence height 
 variation to permit site improvements in accordance with the plans 
 submitted. The use shall run with the use. 

 
  Trustee Sullivan moved to grant a request for a modification of a 

 special use (Primary Educational Facility), a special use to allow 
 two accessory structures exceeding 200 square feet in area, a 
 variation to expand a legal non-conforming structure, a 
 1,449.48 square foot (17.47%) front yard impervious surface 
 coverage variation, a 2,422.49 square foot (48.1%) side yard   

  adjoining a street impervious surface coverage variation, an 
 814.24 square foot (5.63%) combined side yard impervious surface 
 coverage variation, an 85.52 square foot (0.39%) rear yard   

  pavement impervious surface coverage variation, an 11.0’ side yard 
 adjoining a street sport court (synthetic turf playfield) setback  

  variation, an 8.83’ interior side yard sport court (synthetic turf 
 playfield) setback variation, a 3.75’ refuse storage area side yard 
 setback variation, a 4’ fence height variation and a 1.5’ fence height 
 variation to permit site improvements in accordance with the plans  
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  submitted. The use shall run with the use, seconded by Trustee 
 Ducommun. 

 
  Daniel Schwartz said he is the Head of School for the Baker 

 Demonstration School. He said Baker School was established in 
 1918 and has been at the current site since 1921 as part of National 
 Louis University.  The current Baker School was built in 1965 and  
 currently serves students pre-k through eighth grade. The school 
 became an independent private school when National Louis 
 University sold its campus on Sheridan Road in 2005.  A recent 
 Master Plan Study helped them to realize that their outdoor campus 
 space  does not well represent their mission or their educational 
 philosophy. They decided to explore ways to improve the outdoor 
 facilities, play spaces, athletic fields, and outdoor classrooms. The 
 proposed project reflects much thought and consideration, will 
 improve their educational product and they hope to beautify the 
 campus while simultaneously addressing site problems present from 
 the days when they were part of National Louis University. 

 
  Trustee Sullivan said the neighbors have issues with the dumpsters, 

 where they are placed and the rodent problems. 
 
  Scott Freres, principal with the Lakota Group, said early on in the  

 planning stages, Baker School engaged the community surrounding 
 them to find out what their concerns were.  They addressed the trash 
 can receptacles and the neighbors identified that there was a rodent 
 problem in that area. They are addressing the issue of the rodents 
 with pest control, changing the trash enclosure, and addressing the 
 regularity of trash pick-up. They have addressed the placement of 
 the dumpsters with the neighbors and have identified five different 
 places they could be placed on the property.  Mr. Freres reviewed 
 the site plan and proposed different dumpster sites on the property. 
 They believe the plan they have proposed is the best site for the  
 property, staff, the neighbors as well as the accessibility for the trash 
 removal trucks. 

 
  President Bielinski asked if staff did an investigation of the rodent 

 issue. 
 

 John Adler, Director of Community Development, said staff asked 
the service the Village contracts with for public property, to look at 
the rodent situation at Baker School.  It is his understanding that 
Baker School has been utilizing a pest control service for the past 6-
7 weeks but the Village service expert said at 6-7 weeks it is hard to 
tell if the pest control service has been working.  There were rat 
burrows identified around the trash area and the Village service did 
have suggestions to pass along to Baker School.  He also believed 
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it would be beneficial to have the Village pest control service talk to 
Baker School‘s pest control representative to make sure what is 
being done there is in line with what staff has seen work in other 
areas of the Village. 

 
  Trustee Sullivan asked how the trucks enter the area for pick up and 

 how often the trash is picked up. 
 
  Mr. Schwartz said the trash is picked up three times per week and 

 the trucks come around 7:30 am. 
 
  Trustee Sullivan noted that the noise from the trucks affects many of 

 the neighbors in the area and asked if the school had checked to see 
 if the trucks could pick up at a different time. 

 
  Mr. Schwartz said the parking lots fill up later in the morning and the 

 trash pickup service has said it is difficult for the trucks to back 
 through the parking lot with all the cars parked.  They have also 
 asked that the trash be picked up later in the day but the service they 
 use is done by 2 pm. 

 
  Trustee Ducommun said if the trash is picked up on Monday, 

 Wednesday and Friday, that is a long time for food waste to sit and 
 attract the rodents. She has spoken to other schools in the area and 
 they have daily trash pick up to avoid rodent issues and have it 
 picked up later in the day.   

 
  Mr. Schwartz noted that they have a pest control company that is 

 coming regularly. 
 
  Arona Puttrich, Director of Finance at Baker School, said the pest 

 control company has stated that by coming regularly they have 
 lessened the occurrence of the rodents. She said the rodent problem 
 started in July 2015 and they have been more pro-active with the 
 issue in the last few months. 

 
  Trustee Wolf said she realizes is will take a while to lessen the rodent 

 problem and encouraged them to keep on the issue.  She agreed 
 with Trustee Ducommun that trash pick-ups at a later  time would 
 be more helpful. 

 
  Trustee Krueger said he is appreciative of the interest in expanding 

 and improving, he believes the school is a great asset to the 
 community. He is not impressed with any of the dumpster issues as 
 he believes they have been going on a long time. He asked if  
 other interior  sites on the property had been considered for   
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  dumpster placement which would have minimal impact on the 

 neighbors.  
 
  Mr. Freres said they did consider other interior locations but then the 

 large dumpsters would have to be rolled out to an accessible 
 location. He reviewed all the other proposed areas on the site that 
 are conforming and  noted the issues of accessibility and grading of 
 the various locations.  

 
  Trustee Krueger said he is concerned with the noise from the trucks 

 and the dumpster pick-up which disturbs all of the neighbors in the 
 area three times a week at 7:30 a.m.  He believes there has to be a 
 better solution for the trash enclosure to not impinge on the 
 neighbors. 

 
  President Bielinski said even if Baker School finds a conforming site 

 without needing a variation for the trash enclosure, they will still have
 to address the issues of the noise as a nuisance to the neighborhood. 

 
  Trustee Ducommun said she would like the applicant to discuss  

 water and drainage on the proposed site plan and how it would affect
 the neighbors to the west of the property. 

 
  Don Matthews, Gewalt Hamilton, said they are aware of some of the 

 existing drainage issues that surround the property, in particular, the 
 area to the west. Since they are making improvements to the 
 property, they are required to bring them into compliance with the 
 stormwater management ordinance.   He reviewed the plans in the 
 report regarding the detention and interception of water on site plan. 

 
  Trustee Ducommun asked after adding the improvements, how 

 much water would the neighbors see running off onto their property  
  after a storm event.  
 
  Mr. Matthews said for most storm events, the neighbors would not 

 see any water running onto their property or into the alley.   
 
  Russ Jensen, Village Engineer, confirmed that the applicant is 

 proposing to make changes to the site and they will effectively have 
 to channelize anything that is going to be changed on the site.  

 
  President Bielinski asked if the water situation on the site and on the 

 neighboring properties would be materially improved. 
 
  Mr. Matthews said absolutely the water situation would be improved. 
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  Trustee Krueger asked if the detention areas on the property site 

 were enough to maintain water for a long enough time to protect the 
 neighboring properties to the west.  

 
  Mr. Matthews said the proposed plans with the detention areas 

 comply with the ordinance in terms of how much storage is 
 necessary based on how much water they are allowed to release.  
 They will provide all that technical information to the Village staff. 

 
  Trustee Ducommun asked if the fence issue had been resolved that 

 was questioned at the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting. 
 
  Mr. Matthews said Baker school will be installing a fence and taking 

 down the neighbor’s fence, with their approval, so that there will only 
 be one fence running along the property. 

 
  Trustee Ducommun noted that there was discussion at the Zoning 

 Board of Appeals regarding an issue with a portable toilet that 
 was installed at Baker School for a soccer program and has since 
 been removed.  There was discussion that a portable toilet would be 
 on the property in the future and she asked if that would be part of 
 the master plan for the site improvements. 

 
  Mr. Freres said the school would like to have the ability to have a 

 portable toilet on the property for the times it is needed as there is 
 not access to the school during the soccer games.  He said the issue 
 came up due to a previous location of the portable toilet that the 
 neighbors asked to have relocated. 

 
  Mr. Schwartz said they responded to the neighbors’ concern 

 regarding the location of the portable toilet and moved it to a different 
 location for the remainder of the soccer season. 

 
  Trustee Ducommun said there was concern expressed by the 

 neighbors about the fencing height on Sheridan Road. She asked 
 about the safety on Sheridan Road with soccer balls going over the 
 fence. 

 
  Mr. Schwartz said occasionally soccer balls have gone over the 

 fence onto Sheridan Road but they have not had a safety issue with 
 it. 

 
  Mr. Freres said they would be pushing the site in 5’ from the sidewalk 

 and building a two foot wall with a fence on top of that.  They have 
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  also looked into a temporary solution of black netting but have not 
 proposed that yet due to appearance concerns. 

 
  Trustee Ducommun said it was also mentioned in the report that  

 there would be tencel fabric canopies located on the west side of the  
  building. 
 
  Mr. Freres said there was no objection to the shade structures over 

 the west doors. They are removable and will provide the teachers 
 some shade to sit underneath them.   

 
  President Bielinski noted that the canopies will be part of the review 

 of the case at the Appearance Review Commission meeting.  
 
  Trustee Ducommun said the last concern expressed by the 

 neighbors is the traffic due to the school but it seems like the school 
 is managing the traffic during their peak times.  She thanked Baker 
 School for the work that has been put into the proposed plan, it is 
 thoughtful and shows that they have done a lot of work. 

 
  President Bielinski asked if there was anyone present to speak 

 regarding the application. 
 
  Kurt Topel, 141 Maple, said he is very appreciative that Baker School 

 has taken his concerns into account and met with him several times. 
  He would like to see a more internal location for the dumpster 

 location, as that would be ideal for him.  In general he believes, the 
 plan will beautify the area and be better for the school and the 
 neighborhood if they can work out a few issues.  There have been 
 rodents in the past and they have not seen as many so it may be 
 possible that the eradication efforts have started to work.  He said 
 noise is an issue for some of the neighbors due to the waste pick-up 
 and he would like to see a pick-up later in the afternoon.  He thanked 
 the Trustees for taking the neighbors issues into account. 

 
  Michelle Leonardo, 222 Girard, thanked the Trustees for their 

 thoughtful discussion and thanked Baker School and the Lakota 
 Group as they have been very good to work with. She is 
 concerned with the drainage of water on the west side onto her 
 property. She noted that she is currently expelling water from her 
 property due to the way the previous development company built her 
 property and is very concerned about more water being drained onto 
 her property. She asked for clarification regarding the roof drainage 
 and the number of drains on the side yard. She also has concerns 
 with the placement  of the waste dumpsters on the property and  

  prefers that they are placed more on the interior of the property. 
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  Mr. Matthews said there are four drains on the side yard on the  
 proposed site plan that will drain into a detention area.  He said the 
 roof drainage plan is to intercept the drainage from the roof at the 
 building wall and directly convey that into the proposed detention 
 vault.   

 
  President Bielinski asked him to clarify that the detention vault will 

 retain the water from the roof and retain water on the property from 
 more extreme rain events. 

   
  Mr. Matthews said even with the contribution of the rain from the roof 

 of the building on the property, it is a substantial amount of volume 
 the vault can hold, given the total area of the property.  It would only 
 be that 2% storm event that would exceed the volume of the vault 
 and even in those conditions, they have designed the overflow water 
 to drain to the alley rather than the neighbors’ properties. 

 
  Mr. Freres said he understands that the Village Board would like the 

 school to address the waste/trash enclosure and the management of 
 it and they will continue to work on that.  The water drainage on the 
 property represents about 50% of the cost of their project, so it is 
 important for them and they hope it will solve some of the neighbors’
 problems as well. 

 
  Trustee Wolf said it seems like the Village Board is asking the school

  to deal with some of the issues discussed this evening and asked   
 how the process should be dealt with procedurally. 

 
  Mr. Adler said the Village Board has the ability to table the request 

 until the next meeting so they can address some of the issues 
 discussed this evening. He noted that the applicant will also have  
 a hearing with the Appearance Review Commission and they will try  

  to have the refuse collection area located to an area that is the least 
 impactful as possible to the neighbors. 

 
  Trustee Sullivan said he appreciated the discussion this evening and 

 it seems like there has been good cooperation between the school 
 and the neighbors.  He believes the proposed plan works well except 
 for the refuse area and he believes there are other options for a 
 better solution.  He will not support the request at this time but would 
 support a continuation to a future meeting. 

 
  Trustee Ducommun said she agrees with Trustee Sullivan that a 

 better solution is needed for the refuse location. 
 
 
 



6/28/16  Approved 7/12/16 

 11 

  Trustee Wolf said the water management plan is a very thoughtful 
 plan and very well done but she agrees that the refuse location needs 
 another solution. 

 
  Trustee Krueger said he would support a continuance of the request 

 and encourage the applicant to look at some internal storage of the 
 refuse location. 

 
  President Bielinski said given the comments from the Trustees, he 

 asked the applicant if they would like to continue the request to the 
 next meeting. 

 
  Mr. Freres said they would like to continue the request. 
 
  Trustee Sullivan moved to continue the request to the July 12, 2016 

 Regular Village Board Meeting, seconded by Trustee Ducommun.  
 All voted aye, the motion carried. 

   
6.2 FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 All items listed on the Consent Agenda 

   
6.3 ADMINISTRATION STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

   All items listed on the Consent Agenda 
 

6.4       MUNICIPAL SERVICES STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  All items listed on the Consent Agenda 
 

6.5       PUBLIC SAFETY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
No Report 
 

6.6       JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 All items listed on the Consent Agenda 
  
6.7       REPORTS FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 No Reports 
 

7.0       NEW BUSINESS 
 No Report 
 

8.0       ADJOURNMENT 
 

Trustee Ducommun moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m., seconded by Trustee 
Wolf. All voted aye, the motion carried. 

 
       

Barbara L. Hirsch 
      Deputy Village Clerk 


