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1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 
     OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, ILLINOIS HELD IN THE  
      COUNCIL ROOM OF SAID VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS ON TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2017. 

 
The Village President called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 
  

1.0 ROLL CALL 
      
 Trustees  Daniel E. Sullivan, Jr. 
    Carol Ducommun 
    Julie Wolf 
    Cameron Krueger  
    Ted McKenna 
    Senta Plunkett 
 President   Bob Bielinski 
            
  
 Staff Present:  Timothy J. Frenzer, Village Manager 
    Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
    Luke Glisan, Corporation Counsel 
    Barbara Hirsch, Deputy Village Clerk 
    John Prejzner, Assistant Director of Administrative Services 
    John Adler, Director of Community Development 

  

2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Mark Weyermuller, 208 Lawndale Avenue, said he is an advocate for property 
taxes and is concerned about the Village raising property taxes rather than trying to 
find ways to lower them. 
 
John Powers, 500 Maple Avenue, asked the Village Board to explain the Village’s 
policy on leasing or allowing the use of Village property for non-partisan political 
discussions.  
 
Village President Bob Bielinski said he would read the policy for Mr. Powers and 
provide a copy for him. 
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 President Bielinski said the use of Village Hall is limited to governmental 
 purposes only with one exception for candidate debates; non-partisan 
 debates or candidate forums when conducted prior to a general or special 
 election, where the debate or forum is organized, sponsored and 
 administered by a non-profit, non-partisan organization, subject to that 
 organization’s non-partisan rules of participation and conduct, and the panel 
 of participants is limited to opposing candidates for public office to be elected 
 as said general or special election. 
 
 Mr. Powers said we are allowing organizations to self-police themselves on 
 non-partisanship. He believes it is a slippery slope to allow people to declare 
 themselves non-partisan without having some type of Board review of the 
 people who are holding these type of discussions. 
 
 Trustee Krueger asked if there was a specific meeting Mr. Powers was 
 referring to.  
 
 Mr. Powers said he is referring generally to debates that are held at Village 
 Hall. 
 
 Village Manager Timothy Frenzer said the policy regarding management of 
 the facility is determined by the Village Manager not the Village Board. We 
 do not lease Village facilities for any private functions. The only exception is 
 for candidate debates which have historically been done at Village Hall due 
 to the ease with which the Village can televise the event for residents. 
 

3.0 CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Trustee Plunkett moved approval of the Consent Agenda as follows: 

 
  3.1 Approval of minutes as corrected of the Regular Board meeting held March 
   28, 2017. 
 

  LAND USE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

  3.2 Presentation of minutes of the Appearance Review Commission meeting  
   held February 6, 2017. 
 
  3.3 Presentation of minutes of the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting held March 
   1, 2017. 

  

FINANCE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

 3.4 Approval of March 2017 Disbursement Report. 
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  ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

  3.5 Reappointment of Todd Ehlman to the Board of Fire and Police   
   Commissioners from May 27, 2017 to May 27, 2020. 
 
  3.6 Recommendation of reappointment of Jeffrey Kinzel to the Police Pension  
   Fund Board of Trustees from May 2017 to May 2019. 
 
  3.7 Adoption of Resolution #2017-R-10 amending the pay plan for non-sworn   
   employees hired on or after January 1, 2011. 
 
  MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
   
  3.8 Approval of contract in the amount of $23,844 with Illinois Pump Repairs  
   Inc., Shorewood, IL  for the High Lift Pumps Rebuild Project at the Wilmette 
   Water Plant. 
 
  3.9 Approval of contract in the amount not to exceed $137,737 with   
   Chicagoland Paving Contractors, Inc., Lake Zurich, IL for the 2017 Annual  
   Street Patching Program. 
 
  3.10 Approval of contract in the amount of $174,000 with American   
   Underground, Inc., Glenview, IL for the 2017 Televising and Cleaning  
   Program. 
 
  3.11 Approval of contract in the amount not to exceed $40,000 with Patriot  
   Pavement Maintenance, Inc., Des Plaines, IL for the 2017 Crack Sealing  
   Program. 
 
  3.12 Approval of contract in the amount of $451,577 with Schroeder and   
   Schroeder, Inc., Skokie, IL for the 2017 Brick Renovation and Repair  
   Program. 
 
  3.13 Approval of contract in the amount of $587,670 with Acura, Inc.,   
   Bensenville, IL for the 2017 Alley Program. 
 
  3.14 Approval of contract in the amount of $79,900 with Rush Truck   
   Centers, Chicago, IL for purchase of one large dump truck chassis. 
 
  3.15 Approval of contract in the amount of $217,602 with Atlantic Machinery, Inc., 
   Silver Spring, MD for purchase of one street sweeper. 

 
  3.16 Adoption of Resolution #2017-R-9 approving an intergovernmental   
   agreement between the Villages of Wilmette, Winnetka and Northfield to  
   borrow emergency fire vehicles and/or equipment. 
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  JUDICIARY COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 

 

3.17  Adoption of Ordinance #2017-O-17 decreasing the number of Class N 
 Liquor Licenses (Coffee House Holdings, Inc. d/b/a Starbucks Coffee). 

 

Trustee Krueger seconded the motion.  Voting yes:  Trustees Sullivan, 
Ducommun, Wolf, Krueger, McKenna, Plunkett and President Bielinski.  Voting 
no: none.  The motion carried. 
 

4.0 REPORTS OF OFFICERS: 
 
4.1      Proclamation designating April 2017 as National Fair Housing Month. 

 
President Bielinski read aloud the Proclamation. 

 
 Village Manager Timothy Frenzer said he would like to remind residents that yard 

waste collection has started and may be picked up every Wednesday. He also 
noted that vehicle stickers are due on April 15, 2017. Vehicle stickers may be 
purchased online or at Village Hall. 

 
 There was no report form Corporation Counsel. 
 

5.0 REPORT OF LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSIONER: 
 
No Report 
 

6.0 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

6.1 LAND USE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

   6.11 Request by M & R Development, LLC for a minor Planned Unit  
    Development change allowing the removal of two ground floor  
    windows along the north elevation in conformance with the   
    information submitted. 
 
                       Trustee Sullivan moved to grant a request by M & R Development,  
    LLC for a minor Planned Unit Development change allowing the  
    removal of two ground floor windows along the north elevation in  
    conformance with the information submitted, seconded by Trustee  
    Plunkett. 
 
                       John Adler, Director of Community Development, noted that the  
   applicant is asking for a minor change but staff believed the Village  
   Board should review the request. He said the applicant has   
   concerns regarding how the proposed windows will affect their  
   business office location.   
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   Mr. Adler said it is his understanding that the windows are   
   framed in and if something happens to the location to the north, then 
   the applicant may be able to open those windows in the future.  
 
   Trustee Ducommun asked if staff was inclined to approve the  
   request. 
 
   Mr. Adler said one of his big concerns would be alleviated if the  
   windows could be opened up if something happens to the property  
   to the north but he has no idea of the timing as the current owner has 
   no immediate plans to sell or develop the property. 
 
   Trustee McKenna asked why the request was brought to the Village 
   Board.  
 
   Mr. Adler said if it was a major change in plans, the request would  
   go to the Plan Commission but a minor change can be approved by 
   the Village Board. 
 
   Anthony Rossi, M & R Development, said they are requesting a  
   minor amendment to remove two ground floor windows on the north 
   elevation.  He asked his project manager to review the request. 
 
   Steven Gregory, project manager with M& R Development, reviewed 
   the proposed plans and said the amenity area in which the proposed 
   windows are located is intended to be one of the focal points as you 
   enter the building. He said recognizing that the windows create  
   architectural interest and provide relief, they are proposing to install 
   the window frames and install the spandrel glass.  He also noted if  
   they did install windows, they would be equipped with shades or 
   blinds as the building to the north is a brick façade.   
 
   President Bielinski asked what the proposed plan is for the walkway 
   between M & R’s building and the building to the north. 
 
   Mr. Gregory said there is a narrow sidewalk on the north side of the 
   building so they have added additional lighting on the side of the  
   building and security camera coverage is also planned for that area.  
 
   Trustee Krueger asked if the lighting is scheduled to be dusk to  
   dawn and he asked if there was enough lighting planned. 
 
   Mr. Gregory said they have added additional lighting to the north side 
   of the building to make it safe and inviting.  
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   Trustee Wolf asked if spandrel glass is used elsewhere in the  
   building. 
 
   Mr. Gregory said there is also spandrel glass proposed on the ground 
   floor in the front of building above the retail entrances. 
 
   Trustee Krueger asked if landscaping would be possible in the  
   narrow space to the north between the two buildings. 
 
   Mr. Gregory said possibly vine plantings would grow in the narrow  
   shady area between the two buildings if the owner of the building to 
   the north would be amenable to a discussion of plantings. 
 
   Trustee Plunkett asked if daytime lighting would also be considered 
   on the walkway to the north as the area is very shaded and would be 
   more inviting. 
 
   Mr. Gregory said the lighting could be put on a time clock or photo  
   cells to come on during a cloudy or stormy day. 
 
   President Bielinski noted that there was no one present to speak for 
   or against the request. 
 
   Trustee Sullivan said he appreciated Mr. Adler bringing the request  
   to the Village Board. He noted that the view on the north side will be 
   a brick wall and since the framing of the windows is in place, he would 
   be open to revisiting the issue if there is a change in the property to 
   the north.  He will support the request. 
 
   Trustee Ducommun said she will support the request and does not  
   believe the Village can control the window light as the applicant can 
   always install heavy draperies or blinds in the windows. 
 
   Trustee Wolf also supports the request as the plans indicate the  
   windows will be nicely done and blend with the rest of the building.  
   Also, the framing in of the windows will provide an option to open up 
   the windows if something were to change on the property to the  
   north.  
 
   Trustee Krueger said he is in favor of the request. 
 
   Trustee McKenna said he is also in favor of the request.  
     
   Trustee Plunkett said she will support the request. 
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   President Bielinski said he agrees with the comments and will  
   support the request. 
    
 Voting yes:  Trustees Sullivan, Ducommun, Wolf, Krueger,  
 McKenna, Plunkett and President Bielinski.  Voting no: none.  The  
 motion carried. 
 
 Mr. Gregory said it may be necessary to come back to the Village 
 Board regarding a possible need to relocate the generator for the 
 building. 

 
6.12 REMOVE FROM TABLE- Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case  
 #2016-Z-42, 2411 Wilmette Avenue regarding a request for a 4.69’ 
 front yard setback variation, a 343.92 square foot (16.97%) front yard  
 impervious surface  coverage variation, and a variation to permit  
 parking spaces in a  required front yard to permit the construction of 
 a two-car attached garage in accordance with the plans submitted.  

 
 Trustee Sullivan moved to grant a request for a 4.69’ front yard 
 setback variation, a 343.92 square foot (16.97%) front yard  
 impervious surface  coverage variation, and a variation to permit  
 parking spaces in a  required front yard to permit the construction of 
 a two-car attached garage in accordance with the plans submitted, 
 seconded by Trustee Plunkett.  

 
                                         Jason Lee, applicant, said he has lived at his home since 2006 and           
                                 it has been a desire to build a garage on their lot.  He noted that they 
 have narrowed the width of the driveway from 11’ to 8’ to reduce the 
 impervious surface and they propose using pervious pavers which 
 he believes would allow them extra square feet towards the variation. 
 

             John Adler, Director of Community Development, said if the entire 
 surface was pervious pavers excluding the existing public sidewalk, 
 the applicant   would receive an additional 10% towards the variation. 
 
 Mrs. Lee asked the Village Board to consider removing the public 
 sidewalk from the calculations as they gave up part of their property 
 for the public use of a sidewalk.       
 
 Corporation Counsel Luke Glisan asked if the applicant was 
 providing new information since the Zoning Board of Appeals 
 hearing.      
 
 Mrs. Lee said the information is the same but they are proposing 
 pervious pavers to reduce the variation request this evening. 
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 Mr. Lee noted the circular driveway is existing, they are just 
 proposing to modify the existing driveway which does not change the 
 existing character of the neighborhood.  He provided photographs of 
 other circular driveways with garages in the neighborhood. 
 
 Mrs. Lee said the Zoning Board of Appeals main issue was the 
 circular driveway and the garage.  
 
 President Bielinski noted that if someone wanted to build a new 
 home with a garage and asked for a circular driveway, it would not 
 be permitted.  The Zoning Board of Appeals and the Village Board 
 looks for hardship to address the size of the variation. 
 
 Mr. Lee said the biggest hardship is not having a garage and living 
 on a busy street. He provided a video of cars driving on Wilmette 
 Avenue in the morning rush hours. 
 
 Trustee Sullivan said the Zoning Board of Appeals was very clear on 
 removing the circular driveway and having a straight driveway with a 
 “T” to allow the applicant to back out of the garage and go forward 
 on the driveway to turn onto Wilmette Avenue. 
 
 Mrs. Lee said the total variation calculation for the “T” driveway was 
 not much different from the circular driveway and she believes it 
 would still be difficult to back out of the garage and make the turn to 
 go forward towards Wilmette Avenue. 
 
 Mr. Adler said the applicant’s architect provided a diagram in the 
 report of the turning radius for a “T” style driveway if it would need to 
 be utilized. 
 
 President Bielinski said Wilmette Avenue is not one of the busiest 
 streets in Wilmette and he does not agree that would be a variation 
 hardship for keeping the circular driveway and building a new 
 garage.  He struggles with the amount of impervious surface on the 
 lot with the garage and circular driveway as did the Zoning Board of 
 Appeals.  He asked Mr. Adler to review the variation request with the 
 bonuses permitted. 
 
 Mr. Adler said the permitted amount of surface allowed is 608.41 
 square feet. If the applicant used the entire surface, excluding the 
 public sidewalk, and used impervious pavers, they would receive a 
 bonus of 60.841 square feet which would take them up to a little over 
 661 square feet of permitted coverage.  They currently have 112 
 square feet which is counting against them for the public sidewalk. 
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 The setback request for the garage which is encroaching into the 
 front yard is approximately 111 square feet.  The applicant is 
 requesting 343.92 square feet and if both the sidewalk and garage 
 encroachment are subtracted from the request, and the bonus of 60 
 square feet for pervious pavers, then the variation request would be 
 approximately 60 square feet. There is also another request for a  
 variation to permit parking spaces in a required front yard. 
 
 Trustee Sullivan asked what the difference in the request this 
 evening is from the previous Zoning Board of Appeals request. 
 
 Mr. Adler said the applicant has suggested that they use pervious 
 pavers for the driveway but the square footage requested is still the 
 same for the garage and keeping the circular driveway. 
 
 Trustee Plunkett noted that the proposed driveway seems closer to 
 the road. 
 
 Mrs. Lee said there would still be a sidewalk and the driveway aprons 
 between the driveway and Wilmette Avenue. 
 
 Trustee Krueger said the applicant could also reduce the amount of 
 surface by making the driveway smaller in the area near the garage. 
 
 President Bielinski also noted that a lot this wide would not be 
 allowed a second curb cut today. 
 
 Mr. Adler said the current Village Code requires that a lot be 75’ wide 
 to allow two curb cuts, and the applicant’s lot is only 72 ‘ wide. 
 
 Trustee McKenna said the intent of the circular driveway was to park 
 cars because there is not a garage.  With the proposed new design, 
 you can park two cars in the garage and park fours cars in the 
 driveway. 
 
 Trustee Plunkett noted that the applicants are removing the existing 
 driveway to install the pervious pavers with the new design so they 
 are essentially starting over. 
 
 President Bielinski said he agrees as the driveway is changing fairly 
 radically and is close to new construction. 
 
 Mr. Lee said he does not believe that the proposed garage and 
 keeping the circular driveway changes the character of the 
 neighborhood and asked the Village Board to grant the request. 
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 Trustee Sullivan said he agrees with the Zoning Board of Appeals 
 decision. He will not support the request. 
 
 Trustee Ducommun said they are still asking for a variation and there 
 is the ability to keep four cars parked in the circular driveway. 
 
 Trustee Wolf said she always likes to support the Zoning Board of 
 Appeals decision unless there is new evidence, which there is not in 
 this request.  She believes the request for a new garage and to keep 
 the circular driveway is too much to ask. 
 
 Trustee Krueger said he agrees with all the comments that have 
 been made. He understands the hardships of the applicants, agrees 
 that the new driveway will be closer to the street and also believes a 
 second curb cut would not be granted for new construction. 
 
 Trustee McKenna said he understands the hardships also but he 
 believes there is another solution rather than retaining the circular 
 driveway.   He will not support the request. 
 
 Trustee Plunkett said she understands the hardships of living on a 
 busy street.  She believes visually the driveway is being moved  
 closer to the street and the applicants are losing their front yard. 
 
 President Bielinski said he believes there is another alternative to 
 keeping the circular driveway with the new garage and he will not 
 support the request.  
 
 Trustee Sullivan asked if the applicant would have to wait one year 
 before coming back with the request if the application is denied. 
 
 President Bielinski said if the applicant makes a material change to 
 the plans, the request can be brought back to the Zoning Board 
 before the one year.  
 
 Voting yes:  Trustee Krueger. Voting no:  Trustees Sullivan, 
 Ducommun, Wolf, McKenna, Plunkett and President Bielinski.  The 
 motion failed.   

 
  6.2 FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
   All items listed on the Consent Agenda 
  
  6.3 ADMINISTRATION STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
   All items listed on the Consent Agenda 
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  6.4 MUNICIPAL SERVICES STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

  All items listed on the Consent Agenda 
 

  6.5 PUBLIC SAFETY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
   All items listed on the Consent Agenda 
 
  6.6 JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 All items listed on the Consent Agenda 
 

  6.7 REPORTS FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 

 No Reports 
 

7.0      NEW BUSINESS 
 
          No Report 
 
8.0      MATTERS REFERRED TO STANDING COMMITTEES 
   
  8.1 Review text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. 
   

8.2 Review adding group homes for private school students as a permitted or 
 special use in the residential zoning districts. 
 
8.3  Review the Sign Ordinance. 

 
9.0      ADJOURNMENT 
 

   Trustee Sullivan moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 p.m., seconded by Trustee       
   Wolf. All voted aye, the motion carried. 

 
       
 

Barbara L. Hirsch 
      Deputy Village Clerk 
              

 

   


