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1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
    

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD 
     OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE, ILLINOIS HELD IN THE  
      COUNCIL ROOM OF SAID VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS ON TUESDAY, JULY 10, 2018. 
 

The Village President called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. 
 

1.0 ROLL CALL 
 Trustees  Julie Wolf 
    Daniel Sullivan 
    Kathy Dodd 
    Joel Kurzman 
    George Pearce 
     
      President  Bob Bielinski 
  
 Absent  Trustee Senta Plunkett 
 
 Staff Present:  Timothy J. Frenzer, Village Manager 
    Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
    Jeffrey M. Stein, Corporation Counsel 
    Barbara Hirsch, Deputy Village Clerk 
    John Adler, Director of Community Development 
    Lucas Sivertsen, Business Development Planner 

 
2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Eric Podders said the number one gentleman to the Dalai Lama will be coming to 
the Winnetka Community House and he invited the Village Board to attend the 
event. 
 
Shannon Zock, 2401 Pomona Lane, said she is asking the Village Board to 
consider revisiting the process of crossing guard selection. She is specifically 
interested in the area of Locust Road right in front of the Wilmette Junior High. 
She noted there are a number of children that cross there to go to Romona School. 
She has not seen any improvements in the past year with traffic and the 
Transportation Commission would like to wait until construction begins on Locust 
Road. She understands that there is a process but she would like the Village Board 
to consider looking at the process and making sure it is taking into account the 
current situation at Romona School and Locust Road.  
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Brittany Gerster, 2911 Orchard Lane, said Locust Road is very dangerous and she 
is supporting the Romona Needs Crossing Guards Action Committee. She noted 
there is a crossing guard for Summer Enrichment which is at Romona School this 
summer and if there is a need in the summer she does not understand how it can 
be less needed during the school year when there is a larger number of children. 
 
Lauren Litchfield, 2340 Meadow Drive North, said she currently has children at 
Romona School and is frustrated with the status quo.  She attended the 
Transportation Commission meeting and was shocked that when the data came 
through regarding the number of children using the crossings, the Commission was 
ready to go ahead and reapprove the plan.    
 
Martin Bouwman, 2436 Cardinal Lane, said he recognizes the need for due 
process regarding crossing guard placement but the area is busy and he knows 
that there are measures in place to help that but he does not think that is enough 
without a crossing guard. He believes there should be a temporary crossing guard 
in place during the next two years when construction will take place and then do a 
study to see if a crossing guard is needed. 
 
Tiffany Meyers, 2634 Cardinal Lane, said she has two boys that walk to school and 
Locust Road is not safe as the kids have to walk between the cars to cross at the 
Wilmette Junior High.   She asked the Village Board to reconsider the issue to 
make it a safe place to cross. 
 
Maria Platt, 2801 Birchwood Avenue, said there are a lot of cars and children on 
Locust Road and she believes the issue should be revisited. 
 
Sharon Gertz, 2600 Greenleaf, said she has two girls and will not let her children 
cross on Locust Road by themselves as there are a lot of cars in front of the Junior 
High.  She also believes a crossing guard should be placed in that area. 
 
Village Manager Timothy Frenzer said it is his understanding from the Village 
Engineer that the Transportation Commission has asked staff to gather additional 
data in August as school is back in session and they are trying to schedule a 
meeting after the beginning of the school year. Under the Board’s Ordinance the 
Transportation Commission can make the recommendation whenever it thinks it is 
appropriate pursuant to the guidelines the Board has approved to recommend 
different or additional allocations of crossing guards.  The Transportation 
Commission will also be examining the construction phase of Locust Road for the 
safety process before and after construction. 
 
Trustee Kurzman asked what role if any does it play that that crossing is not on 

 the walking routes that are on the map used by the school district. 
  
Mr. Frenzer said the Village Engineer would be the person to answer that question.  
The policy document that has been approved for the Transportation Commission to  
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use does look at many different factors including traffic, the age of the students 
crossing, where the school crossing routes are and he is not sure that is dispositive 
as to whether or not there should be a crossing guard in that area.  
 
President Bielinski asked Mr. Frenzer to have the Village Engineer circulate a 
memo to the Village Board to respond to Trustee Kurzman’s question. 
 
Trustee Kurzman said there are unmet needs in the community and this is one. In 
looking at the map, it does not cover the full extent of the Village and he knows that 
parents in another neighborhood expressed that they have been told that if the map 
does not show a school walking route going that way, they would not get a crossing 
guard.  He would like clarification regarding that. He thinks the upside to the 
crossing on Locust, besides all the comments from the parents tonight, is that it 
makes full use of the community playfields as a transportation route other than 
steering people to the busy arteries of Wilmette and Lake Avenues. He believes 
that would be building upon one of our best assets for transporting kids to a number 
of schools, public and private.  
 
Alexandra Eidenberg, 504 Illinois Road, said she has four children at Romona and 
she would like them to be safe walking to school.  She would like to know what the 
next steps in the process would be as it is critical to the safety of our children. She 
believes children on the east side of Wilmette are getting more crossing guards 
than on the west side of Wilmette and this is a very critical juncture. She is very 
excited that the issue will be expedited but when can they expect to have an update 
and how do they get the updates.  
 
Mr. Frenzer said the Transportation Commission has not set a date for a meeting 
yet but the next step would be participation at that meeting.   
 
Ms. Eidenberg asked if the response from the Village Engineer regarding a 
previous question would be available to everyone in the community.   
 
Mr. Frenzer said he would make the response part of the agenda of the next Village 
Board meeting. Currently the policy document for crossing guards is on the website 
under the Transportation Commission information.  He will specifically ask the 
Village Engineer for an answer to Trustee Kurzman’s question regarding school 
walking routes. 
 
Trustee Kurzman said he is not clear on how the policy would be addressed if they 
were to see flaws in it. 
 
Mr. Frenzer said the Village Board passes the ordinances and there is an ordinance 
on the books that says the Transportation Commission is charged with designating 
the locations in the Village where it is necessary to place crossing guards and those 
designations have to be pursuant to and accordance with the guidelines adopted by 
the Village Board. The Village Board created the Transportation Commission, gave  
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them their direction and the Village Board is responsible for approving the policies 
that they use and if the Village Board feels that they are inadequate, the Village 
Board has complete authority to make changes to the policies.  The Transportation 
Commission only makes recommendations and designates where the crossing 
guards should be but it is up to the Village Board to approve the policy guidelines, 
the budget, and how many crossing guards will be funded.   
 

3.0 CONSENT AGENDA 
 

President Bielinski noted that an amendment by Trustee Kurzman to Item 3.1, 
the Draft Village Board minutes, had been distributed to the Village Board. 
 
President Bielinski also noted that Item 3.2 had requested to be withdrawn so he 
will remove that from the Consent Agenda. 
 
Trustee Sullivan moved approval of the remaining items of the Consent Agenda as 
follows: 

 

3.1 Approval of minutes of the Regular Board meeting held June 26, 2018. 
 

 LAND USE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

3.3 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2018-Z-28, 816 Lake Avenue 
regarding a request for a 2.29’ detached garage height variation to permit 
the construction of an addition to a legal non-conforming accessory 
structure in accordance with the plans submitted; adoption of Ordinance 
#2018-O-53. 

 
3.4 Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2018-Z-29, 1522 Isabella Street 
 regarding a request for a 96.82 square foot (1.07%) total floor area variation 
 to permit the construction of a new detached two-car garage on a legal non-
 conforming structure in accordance with the plans submitted; adoption of 
 Ordinance #2018-O-54. 
 
3.5 REQUEST TO TABLE TO AUGUST 28, 2018 REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD 

MEETING – Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Case #2018-Z-27, 514 Poplar 
Drive regarding a request for a 440 square foot lot area variation, a 20.0’ 
front yard setback variation, a 4.0’ south side yard setback variation, a 6.44’ 
combined side yard setback variation, a 0.07 floor area ratio (848.76 square 
foot) variation, a 27% front yard impervious surface coverage variation, a 
3.3% rear yard total impervious surface coverage variation, a 4.6% rear 
yard pavement impervious surface coverage variation, a 7.0’ side yard 
garage setback variation, a 16.5’ front yard eave setback variation, a 3.0’ 
side yard eave setback variation, a 1.0’ combined side yard eave setback 
variation, a 17.0’ front yard window well setback variation, a 12.5’ front yard 
porch setback variation, an 11.0’ front yard porch step setback variation, a 
2.0’ side yard deck setback variation, and a 5.5’ side yard garage eave  
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 setback variation to permit the construction of a 4-unit townhouse 

development with 4 two-car detached garages in accordance with the plans 
submitted. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
  
3.6 Approval of June 2018 Disbursement Report. 
 
3.7 Adoption of Resolution #2018-R-11 authorizing the Section 125 Plan 

Administrator to write-off certain unclaimed flex plan balances. 
 

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
3.8 Reappointment of Bob Surman to the Zoning Board of Appeals from July 

23, 2018 to July 23, 2023. 
 
3.9 Approval of contract in the amount of $23,100 with Total Parking Solutions, 

Inc., Downers Grove, IL for the purchase and installation of CTA parking 
pay-by-space stations. 

 
3.10 Presentation of minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission meeting 

held April 9. 2018. 
  

  MUNICIPAL SERVICES STANDING COMMITTEE 
 
   3.11 Approval of contract in the amount of $59,750 with RJN Group, Wheaton,  
   IL for Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Services west of Ridge Road.  
  

  JUDICIARY COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDA 
   
  3.12 Adoption of Ordinance #2018-O-49 increasing the number of Class I  
   Liquor Licenses (Treasure Island Foods, Inc.). 
 
  3.13 Adoption of Ordinance #2018-O-50 increasing the number of Class D  
   Liquor Licenses (Wilmette Harbor Association). 

  
 Trustee Wolf seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Trustees Wolf, Sullivan, Dodd, 
 Kurzman, Pearce and President Bielinski.  Voting no: none. The motion 
 carried. 
   

4.0 REPORTS OF OFFICERS: 
 

There were no reports from the Village Manager or Corporation Counsel. 
 

5.0 REPORT OF LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSIONER: 
 
No Report 
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6.0 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 
6.1 LAND USE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
3.2 Approval of Temporary Use Permit #2018-TU-12 for the Grillmette 
 Family Festival at 2300 Old Glenview Road on Saturday, September 
 15 and Sunday, September 16, 2018. 

 
    President Bielinski noted that there was a request by the applicant to 
    table the item to the July 24, 2018 Regular Village Board Meeting.  
 
    Trustee Pearce moved to table item 3.2 to the July 24, 2018 Regular 
    Village Board Meeting, seconded by Trustee Wolf.  All voted aye, the 
    motion carried.  

   
6.2 FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
6.21 Presentation of the Village’s Economic Development Efforts. 
 
 Lucas Sivertsen, Business Development Coordinator, reviewed the 
 memo presented to the Village Board. He noted that the Village has 
 played an active role in business development and retention since 
 creating the Business Development Coordinator position in 2000. 
 The business development program can be categorized into five 
 groups including economic development, business retention, 
 business assistance, regulatory improvements and marketing.    
 

 Economic Development - The activity most commonly 
associated with economic development is business and 
development attraction.  This includes contacting potential 
businesses and developers who would be a good fit for a 
particular site.  Sometimes these contacts are made based on 
a particular opportunity site, but they can also be done in 
anticipation of a future opportunity.  

 Business Retention – Keeping the businesses we already 
have in town is arguably more important than attracting new 
businesses.  The Village of Wilmette uses communication and 
relationships to help retain our existing businesses.  Fostering 
a positive relationship with the Chamber of Commerce and 
business community goes a long way in maintaining a healthy 
business community. 

 Business Assistance – On a day to day basis the Business 
Development Coordinator acts as the single point of contact 
between the business community and Village.  This role was 
created to assure the smoothest possible process for 
businesses to open and establish themselves. The Business  
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 Development Coordinator serves as the point of contact 
 between Village employees and the business owner making 
 it seem from the business owner’s perspective that they can 
 reach out to one person and get their answer or resolve their  

issue.  This service continues long past the opening of the 
business as operations evolve and questions arise. 

 Regulatory Improvements – The Village seeks to remove 
barriers to entry for businesses and developers while still 
maintaining the health, safety and welfare of the Village.  This 
has been done by streamlining procedures, eliminating 
unnecessary requirements, and crafting zoning regulations to 
make desired projects permitted by right. 

 
    Trustee Sullivan noted that the Finance Committee started the  
    discussion with Mr. Sivertsen knowing that the Village was losing the 
    Carson’s store and was concerned about how to attract more  
    businesses to Wilmette.  He said this was an initial discussion of how 
    to continue the momentum. 
 
    President Bielinski said that one of the comments in the memo was  
    that the Village has not had to provide financial incentives to attract  
    business with the exception of a hotel tax. There is tax rebate  
    provided to the owners of Residence Inn. He also said the courtesy  
    inspections provided to a new business owner are very helpful and  
    appreciated by businesses.  
     

  Trustee Dodd asked if there have been any discussions in the  
  marketing campaign about where people can park in the business  
  district and the possibility of having a frequent buyer card.  
 
  President Bielinski said the frequent buyer card has been discussed 
  by the Chamber of Commerce and they are not really staffed to  
  administer a program like that and they would have to pay to  
  outsource the program. 

   
    Mr. Frenzer said the Chamber of Commerce has been trying  
    to have more event type programs to promote more foot traffic  
    and interest in the Village. 

 
   Trustee Dodd said in her discussions with residents and business  
   owners lately, it seemed like something is needed to promote  
   shoppers to come to the Village more regularly and that is why she  
   suggested the frequent business card.  
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President Bielinski said there is a parking map for the Village Center 
on the website and the parking signs in the Village Center have been 
updated with parking information. 

 
Mr. Braiman noted that the Village is in the process of communicating 
with the restaurants about the changes the Village Board approved  
 
to change the time restrictions in an effort to allow employees to park 
off street to free up spaces for customers.  

 
Trustee Wolf said people do really like that they can park for free 
unlike paying for parking in neighboring communities. She also noted 
that many people are not aware that they can park behind some of 
the stores in the downtown area. She believes the downtown signage 
is very clear and helps with parking. 

 
Trustee Kurzman said he is curious about the occupancy rate in the 
neighborhood retail business districts and how they hold historically. 

 
Mr. Sivertsen said staff usually does not look at vacancy rates for 
individual districts but for the Village as a whole the vacancy rates 
are just below 6%. Since 2015 the average vacancy rate has been 
5.72% with a low of 4.9% and a high of 6.6%. Even going back to 
2010, the average has been 5.7%. 

 
Mr. Braiman noted that the vacancy rate in 2010 was 4.9% and 2011 
was also 4.9%.  

 
Trustee Kurzman said he is curious if Mr. Sivertsen thinks they have 
too many neighborhood business districts right now for our ability to 
fully have vibrant economic neighborhoods. 

 
Mr. Sivertsen said the way the Zoning Ordinance is written, the 
neighborhood retail districts are allowed to accommodate more 
personal services and offices than you would see downtown or in 
commercial shopping centers.  

 
  Trustee Dodd said she would be interested in the store front vacancy 
  rates in the residential retail areas as well as the downtown vacancy 
  rates.  

 
 Mr. Sivertsen said he would start tracking those vacancy rates. 
 
 President Bielinski noted that The Fresh Market announced that they 
 were closing a number of stores in Illinois but he is happy to report 
 that the Wilmette store survived the first round of closings.  
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6.3 ADMINISTRATION STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

All items listed on the Consent Agenda 
 

6.4 MUNICIPAL SERVICES STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
All items listed on the Consent Agenda 
 

6.5 PUBLIC SAFETY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
No Report 
 

6.6 JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  All items listed on the Consent Agenda 

 
6.7 REPORTS FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

No Reports 
 

7.0      NEW BUSINESS 
 
  No Report 
 
8.0      MATTERS REFERRED TO STANDING COMMITTEES 

 
 8.1 Review adding group homes for private school students as a permitted or  
  special use in the residential zoning districts. 
 

8.2 Review regulation of and application for small wireless facilities as it relates 
to outside public rights-of-way. 

  
9.0      ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Trustee Sullivan moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 p.m., seconded by Trustee 
Wolf. All voted aye, the motion carried. 

 
 
      Barbara L. Hirsch 
      Deputy Village Clerk 
 


