
 
 

 

Date:  February 25, 2020 
 
To:     Michael Braiman, Village Manager 
 
From:  Erik Hallgren, Assistant Village Manager 
    
Subject:  Additional Agenda Materials – February 25, 2020 
 
 
Attached please find the following additional agenda materials for the February 25, 2020 
Village Board meeting: 
 

1. Additional Resident Correspondence regarding 2019-P-03 1210 Central Avenue PUD 
2. Correspondence regarding the Neighborhood Storage Project (NSP) 



1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (847) 853-7550 
DEPARTMENT FAX (847) 853-7701 

TDD (847) 853-7634 
EMAIL comdev@wilmette.com 

Date: February 25, 2020 

To: Michael Braiman, Village Manager 

From: John Adler, Director of Community Development 

Subject: 2019-P-03 1210 Central Avenue – Additional Materials 

Please find attached new correspondence that was received after the second additional 
materials memo was sent out earlier today. 

1.0 Letter from David Rankin, 1731 Wilmette Avenue, dated February 24, 2020 
2.0 Email from Jeanne Tromp dated February 25, 2020 
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Village Trustees
Village of Wilmette

February 24, 2020
Dear Trustees:

I urge you to reject the request by Optima to build a seven floor mixed use building at the intersection of 
Central Avenue and Green Bay Road.  Follow the lead of the Plan Commission and decline to grant the 
variances requested.

Optima makes the case that the exceptions granted the most recent Green Bay Road development as 
precedent for further waiving height limitations, limits on scale and mass, and other requirements enacted to 
maintain the character of our Village.  That recent development was a mistake and rushed through approval 
with little chance for public input on the final proposal following a series of executive sessions and private 
conversations with the developer.  

I believe that those conversations were an honest effort to get closure on the developer’s request and I’m not 
implying any questionable dealings on the part of our trustees.  Yet, the public was excluded from reviewing 
and commenting on the final design, and the result is a building better suited for an office park or freeway exit 
than for our Village center.  It is used as temporary executive housing, and while hopefully it attracts new 
families to our Village, it also increases the population “just passing through.” I wish the owners of the as‐yet‐
to‐be‐opened restaurant space the best of luck, but it’s a stretch to claim that element of the design to be a 
clear success.

Enough. We don’t need another out‐of‐character building. Please stop the domino effect of “you did this the 
last time” arguments.  Variances are exceptions, not precedents!

Let’s look for developments that better fit our Village.  The breadth of variances sought tell us that this one 
does not.  The mass and scale of the proposed building belong somewhere else. Traffic will be even worse—
don’t believe the canned (and divorced‐from‐reality) traffic study, asking you to ignore the light’s interactions 
with the train crossing—both Central and Green Bay will be harder to navigate.

I’ll close with a more general comment.  The Village created a Planned Unit Development process to ease 
review of plans, and limit the time and uncertainties for developers.  Either the process has worked, and the 
Plan Commission’s decision to reject this proposal is sustained; or, if the Trustees once again over rule the 
process—the process has failed and needs to be revised.  The developers will get the benefit of expedited and 
comprehensive review; and the added benefit of limited input on the final proposal.  We, as a Village, have 
held up our end of this bargain.  Don’t subvert the entire process by being manipulated into another last 
minute deal. A good deal will survive public review.

Thanks for your attention,

David Rankin
1731 Wilmette Ave.
Wilmette IL 60091
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From: Bielinski, Bob
To: Braiman, Michael; Adler, John
Subject: Fwd: Optima Development Proposal at Green Bay and Central
Date: Tuesday, February 25, 2020 4:38:39 PM

Bob Bielinski
President, Village of Wilmette
bielinskib@wilmette.com

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jeanne Tromp <jeannetromp@hotmail.com>
Date: February 25, 2020 at 2:20:09 PM CST
To: "Bielinski, Bob" <bielinskib@wilmette.com>, "Barrow, Peter"
<barrowp@wilmette.com>, "Dodd, Kathy" <doddk@wilmette.com>, "Kennedy,
Gina" <kennedyg@wilmette.com>, "Kurzman, Joel" <kurzmanj@wilmette.com>,
"Plunkett, Senta" <plunketts@wilmette.com>, "Sullivan, Dan"
<sullivand@wilmette.com>
Subject: Optima Development Proposal at Green Bay and Central


Dear Wilmette Trustees,

I am writing in support of the Optima development proposal at Green Bay and
Central up for vote tonight by the Board of Trustees of Wilmette.  As a resident of
Wilmette, I believe it is vital to our community that we support development
opportunities that will fund permanent affordable housing in Wilmette.  Every
community has an obligation to do it's part in making sure affordable housing is
available to its residents, and Wilmette should not be an exception.

My understanding is that Community Partners for Affordable Housing will take
the lead on the permanent housing development in Wilmette with funds received
from the Optima development.  The CPAH has been successful at addressing
affordable housing needs in other North Share communities, and Wilmette should
use this as an opportunity to work with a successful organization to deliver on
Wilmette's affordable housing initiatives.  

I am sure you are aware of, and have studied, the economic benefits and impact
the Optima development will bring to Wilmette, including increased tax revenue
and economic gains by Wilmette businesses, so I will not speak to those as well in
my e-mail.  
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I do believe that the Optima development is a win for Wilmette on many fronts,
and I fully support the development.

Sincerely,

Jeanne Tromp
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Hallgren, Erik

To: Braiman, Michael
Subject: RE: TONIGHT -- Village Board meeting time moved up from the regular time of 7:30 pm 

to 7 pm.

 

From: Rick Prohov <rprohov@paalaw.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2020 4:04 PM 
To: Berger, Brigitte <bergerb@wilmette.com> 
Cc: awolfe@wilpark.org; ganderson@wilpark.org; babbott@wilpark.org; Cecilia Clarke <cclarke@wilpark.org>; 
jgoebel@wilpark.org; mmurdock@wilpark.org; Todd Shissler <tshissler@wilpark.org>; Herbert H. Engelhard 
<friendsofhighcrestgrove@gmail.com>; praj.shah@creospan.com; Bielinski, Bob <bielinskib@wilmette.com>; Martha 
Hellander <mhellander1@comcast.net>; Faye Jacobs <frjacobs@comcast.net>; E. Engelhard <eengel@sbcglobal.net>; 
derekcasteel@gmail.com; Julia Grosh <jmarran3@sbcglobal.net>; Jim Grosh <lightkpr3@sbcglobal.net>; Deborah 
<dviktora@comcast.net>; csadel1@aol.com; Berger, Brigitte <bergerb@wilmette.com>; swilson@wilpark.org; 
joelforwilmette@gmail.com; Barrow, Peter <barrowp@wilmette.com>; Dodd, Kathy <doddk@wilmette.com>; Kennedy, 
Gina <kennedyg@wilmette.com>; Sullivan, Dan <sullivand@wilmette.com>; Kurzman, Joel <kurzmanj@wilmette.com>; 
Plunkett, Senta <plunketts@wilmette.com>; Bielinski, Bob <bielinskib@wilmette.com>; DeGrechie, Eric 
<eric@wilmettebeacon.com>; Ted Prohov <t_prohov02@yahoo.com>; Van Economou <Van@EconomouIP.com>; 
Robert Besser <rbessr@gmail.com>; Kristen Casteel <kristenacasteel@gmail.com>; sviktora@comcast.net; Laura Prohov 
<lrprohov@aol.com>; lea.prohov@gmail.com; Jonathan Prohov <j.prohov@gmail.com>; Michael Prohov 
<m.prohov@gmail.com>; lrprohov@aol.com; Peter Baugher <pbaugher@baugherlegal.com>; Libby Joyce 
<ljoyce5745@earthlink.net>; hengelhard@sbcglobal.net; Rick Prohov <rprohov@paalaw.com>; Fatum, Stephen 
<Stephen.Fatum@btlaw.com>; MRothstein@TDRLAWFIRM.com; Mitchell L. Marinello (mmarinello@novackmacey.com) 
<mmarinello@novackmacey.com>; 'Michael L. Owen (Perkins Coie' <MOwen@perkinscoie.com>; Jan Barshis 
<janbar1@sbcglobal.net> 
Subject: TONIGHT -- Village Board meeting time moved up from the regular time of 7:30 pm to 7 pm. 
 
Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

Bridget 
 
See the attached draft of the proposed IGA I believe is on the agenda for tonight’s Village Board meeting with 
the time moved up from the regular time of 7:30 pm to 7 pm.  

 
I finally had a chance to read this draft for what is being proposed to govern intergovernmental affairs, not 
mine.  Before this evening, I hope to take a closer look at the drawings I found dated in early January and were 
sent out for bids that are already back and apparently “ready to go upon acceptance”…..   

 
The last provision of the draft IGA in Paragraph 6.1 seems to mean that the drawings that you sent out for bid in 
January for Community Playfields were already close to final working drawings and ready for immediate 
construction and a working schedule to commence ASAP this year for Community Playfields so you can deliver 
substantial completion by late this fall.   

 
How great is that?  Bids are already back,,,, on time and delivered after due consideration, ample feedback from 
public comment and the wonderful full engagement with all stakeholders to fulfill your commitments made to 
all of us last year!!! 
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I note the approval and review process in the IGA is exclusively for its governmental parties [not the public] 
(set out below in 6.1 for your immediate reference).  It sure seems that the review process even for those other 
governmental authorities is intended only for plans for the Hibbard Park and Thornwood Park but not for 
Community Playfields if I am reading the last paragraph of 6.1 correctly {red flagged for those who wish to 
skip to the bottom of this massive missive before reading on}…   
 
I will limit my questions so maybe easy answers might be efficiently processed for mere foolish folk like me to 
understand.   
 
Surely yes or no answers that require no extrapolation, no explanation, no interpretations or elaborate formulas 
with calculations, calibrations and estimations far too complex, too complicated and too confusing are what is 
best for me since such matters could never be understood by the likes of a mere simple commoner.   
 
Why we need only to pay the tribute to the taxman after all is said and done by those who are wiser and know 
better than any ordinary plebian citizens.  Has all been said and done?    
 
Due forgive my insolence.  I forget my true role in this process; apparently meant to serve with loyal obedience 
and absolute deference and then pay… just pay… how much was that again?  Can I just prepay online now as a 
PayPal for you? 
 
Why we certainly have no basis to cause you undue delay, unwarranted interference, inconvenient inquiries or 
present naïve notions.  No …no…  oh no … so sorry to suggest impeding those who are far more versed and 
qualified to determine what is in my best interests for my meager manse on the common green.  Why I must 
have overlooked the fundamental premise of provinces solely for the dominion of enlightened sovereigns.  Far 
be it from me to query carefully drawn plans.  Surely your already crafted community consensus was done with 
trusted transparency.  I overstep my bounds… I should just keep my place with head held low and wait for 
governing post hoc revelations to be shared in future lineups of lustrous literature that I might be capable of 
absorbing.  I do hope there will be videos… I do so like videos… especially cartoons with super heroes … 
 
So yes or no?….  Like a dog…  I might get it…  but without the inflections of voice commands perhaps not… 
 
So here are only 5 simple questions for you and I may, I pray I might, understand with either a yes or no to each 
and every one… 

 
1. Has the attached draft of the IGA been finalized? 

 
2. Have the drawings for Community Playfields already been 

attached as Exhibits at this point for this evening’s meeting? 
 
3. If yes, would those specific drawings already be considered final 

without further review if approved by the Village Board this 
evening? 

 



3

4.  Was that last provision of 6.1 inserted only for Community 
Playfields but not the other two parks because you already had an 
extensive review and approval process with more than an ample 
opportunity for public review and comment?    

 
5. Has the Park Board or School Board expressed any objections to 

any portions of those drawings at this time? 
 
Surely each of these several questions can now be answered with a simple “yes” or a “no” for me this afternoon 
by any of my duly appointed or employed representative public officials or any of the elected board members 
today.   It would be so convenient if I could just stay home this evening to watch mind numbing Netflix 
nonsense or the solid well- balanced fact finding journalistic news of the day …. 
 
After all….  The agenda is attached…..   
 
Any public comments to be heard this evening must come before the matter of those plans even comes up for 
the IGA discussion and I will certainly abide by the rules that provide for absolutely no ability to ask questions 
tonight at any time from any of the plebs….. so …… 
 
Only if it is not too much trouble for anyone if they know the answers for simple answers I might 
comprehend…   Please … oh pretty please with sugar on top .. do feel free to reply with a simple e mail… 
stating “yes” or “no” to each of these online survey questions….    

 
Please know that my cell phone number has always been listed at the bottom of all my emails and I can receive 
real phone calls from sincere people who use real voices for real dialogue and actually it even can receive short 
emails replies throughout the day…  
 
the entire day… 
             

7 days a week 
 

“outside normal working hours” 
 

365 days a year and truly   
 

early and often…  
 

for accurate and regular communications,,,,    
 

It would be simply lovely to have a straightforward yes or no answer from any one of those copied on this e 
mail or from any of those unknown team members of your so ready, so eager to engage with the public to 
answer all of our questions while the trucks and bulldozers send noise and exhaust our way after April 
6th….  Why that would leave 28 business days from now until then?  So much time to schedule an “open house” 
opportunity to share cookies and look at pretty pictures and fun little charts in bright colors….will there be 
balloons?   
 



4

If it is too much to ask for you to send a yes or no answer…  That cell phone of mine is so amazing…  why you 
can even send me one of those little text messages with one of those cute tiny emoji symbols with an image of a 
thumbs up or thumbs down for me…   
 
You know, just like the Roman Emperors who could read the crowd at the gladiator tournaments to decide if a 
defeated opponent would live with a thumbs up or be put to death with a thumbs down….  
 
Now that is really effective communication….  Immediate and Final Justice by thumbs…   
 
Silly me…  I actually was still living under the assumption that those of us who live on Community Playfields 
in the enlightened and well educated Village of Wilmette were important stakeholders in a democratic 
process….   
 
Was it a foolish impression…  We did go a tad above and beyond last year to assist the Village to get beyond a 
community impasse with the Park Board’s attempt to dictate the location to the Village Board for a minor 
municipal reservoir structure since the parks are actually Park District property… that is to say, public land 
under their protectorate and direct control rather than yours,,,, or ours….  Did you not find public attendance 
before you last year beyond normal numbers to be a warm and welcomed experience?  I am certain the Park 
Board found it most entertaining while you apparently thought all of that community engagement was merely 
about the trees that and thereafter were just so glad to finally move on like a hot knife through butter like a 
blitzkrieg through barriers.   
 
By the way…   
 
I know it may be well beyond a yes or no answer or an emoji for you but perhaps someone can explain exactly 
what 7 days a week and “outside of normal hours” may mean.   
 
Is that like 7 to 7,  8 to 5?, 7:30 to 5:30, 7 to 6? …….Or will it actually be more like a big red rooster crowing 
proudly to wake us all up at dawn every morning and then like a bunch of fat little red robins singing their sweet 
mechanical melodies to lull us with transparent tranquility at dusk every night? 

 
 
“            6.         Scope of Work.  The construction, operation, and maintenance of the Storage 
Reservoirs shall be performed in accordance with the plans, specifications, drawings, and other 
related documents (“Plans and Specifications”) prepared by Baxter & Woodman, Inc., as modified 
and approved by both Parties in accordance with paragraph 6.1 below.  The Project shall be 
completed in three (3) stages, beginning with the construction of those portions of the Storage 
Reservoirs located in Community Playfields, followed by those portions located in Hibbard Park, 
and finally the remaining portions located in Thornwood Park.  The Plans and Specifications for 
the Storage Reservoir will likely also be prepared in stages that correspond to the foregoing park 
progression.  All Plans and Specifications for each park location are subject to the review, 
modification, and approval process outlined in paragraph 6.1 below.  Any and all Plans and 
Specifications approved by both Parties in accordance with paragraph 6.1 shall be individually 
and collectively referred to as “Final Project Plans.” 
 

6.1       Review and Approval of project plans.  The Parties acknowledge that as of the 
effective date of this Agreement Exhibits A, B, C, and D attached hereto are still 
conceptual in nature and have not been finalized.   Village Manager or his designee 
(“Manager”) shall submit Exhibits A, B, C, and D to Park District for review and 
approval.  Exhibits A-D may be submitted individually or collectively in any order or 
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combination as they become available.  The Park District’  Board of Park Commissioners 
or its designee (“Park Board”) shall provide review comments within thirty (30) days of 
receipt of Exhibits A—D.  The Manager shall correct any errors and address any other 
comments to the satisfaction of the Park Board, prior to submission of proposed final 
Exhibits A—D.  Thereafter the Manager shall submit proposed final Exhibits A—D to Park 
District for review and approval.  The Park Board shall provide any additional review 
comments within thirty (30) days of receipt of such proposed final Exhibits A—D.  The 
Manager shall correct any errors and address any other comments to the satisfaction of 
Park Board, prior to Park District’s approval of the final Exhibits A—D.  The Park Board’s 
approval of Exhibits A—D shall not be unreasonably withheld.  The proposed final project 
plans as approved by both Parties are hereinafter referred to as the “Final Project 
Plans.”  Once the Park Board and the Manager have approved Exhibits A, B, C and D in 
final form, they shall be attached to this Agreement.  The Parties, through their respective 
Executive Director and Village Manager may execute an appropriate document noting the 
attachment of such final exhibits to this Agreement. 
 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Parties 
specifically acknowledge and agree that the Plans 
and Specifications for those portions of the Storage
Reservoirs to be located in Community Playfields are 
complete and shall be considered Final Project Plans 
for purposes of this paragraph 6.1.  The remaining 
Plans and Specifications for Hibbard Park and 
Thornwood Park remain subject to the review, 
modification, and approval process outlined in this 
paragraph 6.1. ” 

 
Thanks for all of your far more valuable time than mine and such constant and considerable efforts to 
keep us so well informed, fully engaged and so adequtely apprised of your job well done…   
 
 
Rick 
  
Fredric B. Prohov, J.D., CM&AA, LEED AP 
  
Prohov & Associates, Ltd. 
935 West Chestnut Street – Suite 100 
Chicago, Illinois 60642 
Phone:         (312) 807 - 3965 
Cell Phone:  (312) 925 – 5444 
  
Email:     rprohov@paalaw.com 
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www.paalaw.com   
  
Confidentiality Notice: 
  
This electronic mail message and any attached files contain information intended for the exclusive use of the 
individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Such message may contain information that is proprietary, 
privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If you are not the intended recipient, 
you are hereby notified that any viewing, copying, disclosure or distribution of this information may be subject to 
legal restriction or sanction.  Please notify sender, by electronic mail or telephone, of any unintended recipients 
and delete the original message without making copies.  
 

 
 
 
 

From: Rick Prohov  
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2020 8:38 AM 
To: bergerb@wilmette.com 
Cc: awolfe@wilpark.org; ganderson@wilpark.org; babbott@wilpark.org; Cecilia Clarke <cclarke@wilpark.org>; 
jgoebel@wilpark.org; mmurdock@wilpark.org; Todd Shissler <tshissler@wilpark.org>; Herbert H. Engelhard 
<friendsofhighcrestgrove@gmail.com>; praj.shah@creospan.com; Bielinski, Bob <bielinskib@wilmette.com>; 
Martha Hellander <mhellander1@comcast.net>; Faye Jacobs <frjacobs@comcast.net>; E. Engelhard 
<eengel@sbcglobal.net>; derekcasteel@gmail.com; Julia Grosh <jmarran3@sbcglobal.net>; Jim Grosh 
<lightkpr3@sbcglobal.net>; Deborah <dviktora@comcast.net>; csadel1@aol.com; Berger, Brigitte 
<bergerb@wilmette.com>; swilson@wilpark.org; joelforwilmette@gmail.com; barrowp@wilmette.com; 
doddk@wilmette.com; kennedyg@wilmette.com; sullivand@wilmette.com; kurzmanj@wilmette.com; 
plunketts@wilmette.com; bielinskib@wilmette.com; eric@wilmettebeacon.com; Ted Prohov 
<t_prohov02@yahoo.com>; Van Economou <Van@EconomouIP.com>; Robert Besser <rbessr@gmail.com>; 
Kristen Casteel <kristenacasteel@gmail.com>; sviktora@comcast.net; Laura Prohov <lrprohov@aol.com>; 
lea.prohov@gmail.com; Jonathan Prohov <j.prohov@gmail.com>; Michael Prohov <m.prohov@gmail.com>; 
lrprohov@aol.com; Peter Baugher <pbaugher@baugherlegal.com>; Libby Joyce <ljoyce5745@earthlink.net>; 
hengelhard@sbcglobal.net; Fatum, Stephen <Stephen.Fatum@btlaw.com>; MRothstein@TDRLAWFIRM.com; 
Mitchell L. Marinello (mmarinello@novackmacey.com) <mmarinello@novackmacey.com>; 'Michael L. Owen 
(Perkins Coie' <MOwen@perkinscoie.com> 
Subject: RE: FINAL Update ? - Neighborhood Storage Project in the Parks 
 
Resending Without attachments…. 
 

From: Rick Prohov  
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 9:43 PM 
To: bergerb@wilmette.com 
Cc: awolfe@wilpark.org; ganderson@wilpark.org; babbott@wilpark.org; Cecilia Clarke <cclarke@wilpark.org>; 
jgoebel@wilpark.org; mmurdock@wilpark.org; Todd Shissler <tshissler@wilpark.org>; Herbert H. Engelhard 
<friendsofhighcrestgrove@gmail.com>; praj.shah@creospan.com; Bielinski, Bob <bielinskib@wilmette.com>; 
Martha Hellander <mhellander1@comcast.net>; Faye Jacobs <frjacobs@comcast.net>; E. Engelhard 
<eengel@sbcglobal.net>; derekcasteel@gmail.com; Julia Grosh <jmarran3@sbcglobal.net>; Jim Grosh 
<lightkpr3@sbcglobal.net>; Deborah <dviktora@comcast.net>; csadel1@aol.com; Berger, Brigitte 
<bergerb@wilmette.com>; swilson@wilpark.org; joelforwilmette@gmail.com; barrowp@wilmette.com; 
doddk@wilmette.com; kennedyg@wilmette.com; sullivand@wilmette.com; kurzmanj@wilmette.com; 
plunketts@wilmette.com; bielinskib@wilmette.com; eric@wilmettebeacon.com; Ted Prohov 
<t_prohov02@yahoo.com>; Van Economou <Van@EconomouIP.com>; Robert Besser <rbessr@gmail.com>; 
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Kristen Casteel <kristenacasteel@gmail.com>; sviktora@comcast.net; Laura Prohov <lrprohov@aol.com>; 
lea.prohov@gmail.com; Jonathan Prohov <j.prohov@gmail.com>; Michael Prohov <m.prohov@gmail.com>; 
lrprohov@aol.com; Peter Baugher <pbaugher@baugherlegal.com>; Libby Joyce <ljoyce5745@earthlink.net>; 
hengelhard@sbcglobal.net; Fatum, Stephen <Stephen.Fatum@btlaw.com>; MRothstein@TDRLAWFIRM.com; 
Mitchell L. Marinello (mmarinello@novackmacey.com) <mmarinello@novackmacey.com>; 'Michael L. Owen 
(Perkins Coie' <MOwen@perkinscoie.com> 
Subject: FINAL Update ? - Neighborhood Storage Project in the Parks 
 
Brigitte - 
 
Thanks for checking in?  ……………….   
 
I was not just checking in….   
 
Please go back and take a look at the video and hear your own statements in response to questions raised 
by Board members about the process for residents as well as my own at the Village Board meeting held 
last August 23, 2019, between roughly 1:50 and 2:05 in the timeline in the following U tube meeting link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcJmCxmhAtw&list=PLK04eNyGOBFB9X0c6BXYILwuFfI0
umYjV&index=13 .   The only communication I received from any one from the Village or Park District 
directly on any of this was the e mail you just sent to me on Friday in reply to my e mail to you Thursday 
evening.   
 
I asked you about the status the project and said: “After all the work we did last year to hold on to a 
civil discourse, I expect you will continue to be totally transparent and disclose all you can as soon 
as you can”. 
 
At the beginning of your reply (see below) on Friday you responded: “As it relates to transparency, we 
have always been and will continue to be completely transparent throughout this process.  We 
recognize that a key component to delivering a successful project is accurate and regular 
communication with the project stakeholders.  We are committed to this and have the team in place 
to deliver this promise.” 
 
During these past 6 months since “this process” really began, I never saw anything from you; never any 
proposed time frame for this year, no proposed construction schedules, no impact reports or preliminary 
drawings and never a word about the promised community engagement in “this process.”  So how is it, in 
all this time, the only communication I ever received from you was your reply with a pdf labelled “final 
update” that I received only after I requested a status for when we would begin to see something?    
 
Your pdf (attached) relates a construction schedule proposed to begin on April 6th yet your Mid-March 
“open house” is not even scheduled yet.  It also mentions you expect that as of the beginning in June, 
streets will be closed off and as many as 200 trucks each day will start rolling into the Community 
Playfields area for 7 days a week and during each day for greater than normal working hours.  Only today 
I discovered that not only were your initial design plans finalized but that they were already sent out over 
a month ago for bids that could be awarded next month! 
 
Did I really misunderstand what we could have reasonably expected from a legitimate process for real 
“transparency,” meaningful “consensus building,” and genuine “full, fair and timely disclosure.” 
 
The concerns we raised before the Park Board last year certainly were about the trees.  It was not an easy 
task for us all to reach a compromise with the Park Board “without losers” and yet it was achieved so you
could meet an overriding Village need to address storm water management.  The trees became an issue 
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only because of a misguided Park Board decision to take them down without need.  The material possible 
risks of damage to our homes along the park, however, was always of paramount concern for those of us 
living along Pomona Lane.  That construction concern was expressed from the outset directly to the 
Village Board and had little to do with the separate issue over saving the trees. They say the devil is in the 
details and we have been waiting for the opportunity to review information that we could go over with 
you, ask our questions and have those concerns addressed with informed understandings before the plans 
would proceed towards bidding and construction.   
 
When you first became aware that you would issue draft plans available for the public review, you knew 
you were going to be making presentations at board meetings.  Did it ever occur to you that a simple 
advance e mail notice or phone call to me and the other stakeholders living along the parks might have 
been a good idea?  Sadly, we were alerted late last week about your recent presentation only after it was 
done.  The Wilmette Beacon (print copy) last week referenced Park District Commissioner Mike 
Murdoch's reaction to the plans.  He apparently only first saw those plans mere days before the meeting 
on the 10th of this month.  He was quoted to have said he was “shocked and appalled when I saw these 
drawings..."   If that was his reaction, I will hold back my own reaction until I actually have a reasonable 
chance to really review your link to the over 500 pages of documents and then hear what is said tomorrow 
night at the next Village Board meeting.  
 
Among those 500 pages, I did see from your link that many of the drawings were issued almost 2 
months ago as well as a note from a Geotechnical Report prepared for you dated November 19, 2019, 
that includes the following: 
 

“It is not the geotechnical engineer’s responsibility to accept the risk, but rather to inform others of 
the risk so that they may make a judgment as to what level of risk is acceptable to them.” 

 
What level of risk? - Whose level of risk? -  Whose judgment? 

 
I reminded the Village Board last year of all the “unforeseen” risks on Pomona lane that were not 
assessed properly twenty plus years ago by the Village engineers when passed on plans and issued a 
permit to dig a deep basement that quickly tapped directly into the water table during construction next 
to my home.  That misjudgment cost the Village a small fortune and many months to rectify.  If there are 
any possible ground subsidence issues that could affect the structural integrity of any of our homes or 
create new subsurface water flow risks in the area, these new Village determinations are of great 
concern for the adjacent homeowners as key stakeholders in this process.   
 
Regarding your commitment for transparency, please watch the video again…   from about 1:50 and 2:05 
in the timeline in the following U tube meeting link: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcJmCxmhAtw&list=PLK04eNyGOBFB9X0c6BXYILwuFfI0umY

jV&index=13 
 
I look forward to hearing more tomorrow night about your “early and often” accurate and regular 
communication process with resident stakeholders.  I want to hear you answer to your commitments for 
meaningful participation and community engagement in the days ahead since tomorrow night, once again, 
we don’t get to ask any questions.  
 
What are the impacts to the parks and adjacent property owners?  Mr. Belinski stated an assumption last 
year that the restoration of the parks would leave them in an enhanced condition for the community 
beyond what they provide today and not just for drainage. So will that be the case? Upon whose input was 
that based along the way since then to make that determination?  Are there any chances the construction 
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will have to stop when school begins again and there will actually be possible disruption to the community 
for a period of over two years as opposed to just one?  Will that add to the cost?   There may be more than 
a few more questions many of us might have so when was that supposed to happen without this becoming 
another controversial exercise?  
 
If the IGA is fully approved based upon any of the drawings and bids that are already out there today, and 
then all jurisdictions just go ahead and sign off without more consideration to take public comment, I 
suppose you can then just go ahead and set your “open house” for next month with your team. Was that 
always your notion for accurate and regular communication with project stakeholders?  Was that always 
the full extent of your commitment to us for “transparency” beyond regular board meetings? 
 
Was an “open house” with a team intended to be in place only for purposes of delivering a mere messaging 
campaign to reveal an “on time” delivery of engineering solutions without any regard for prior public 
engagement with the community in the expressly promised manner made of record last year? 
 
I truly hope that is not the case.  If it is, then I would have to regard any such “open house” in Mid-March 
as nothing but a shallow media propaganda extravaganza to tell us how you will have contributed to 
excessive taxation without adequate representation. 
 
Such a folly would jeopardize and delegitimize all the many prior years of hard work put in by so many 
to provide solutions with broad consensus for those in need.  
 
I expect that was never your intention but failed fiduciary commitments made to the public, whether the 
failure is real or merely perceived based upon little or poor communications, have consequences.   
 
Since I will not be able to ask any questions tomorrow night, I look forward to listening and observing a 
lot of clarifications to dispel any misunderstandings, misconceptions or failures on my part to appreciate 
your comprehensive fulfillment regarding the express commitments for meaningful due process made on 
the record last year by you as well as by the Village Board for the entire community to now open and 
review once again online.  
 
True transparency together with “early and often” full disclosure of material facts are elements that make 
due process work to maintain a functioning democratic government of the people, by the people and for 
the people.   
 
Without meaningful due process with integrity and respect for one another, where would we be as a 
people?  
 
Sincerely,  
  
Rick 
  
Fredric B. Prohov, J.D., CM&AA, LEED AP 
  
Prohov & Associates, Ltd. 
935 West Chestnut Street – Suite 100 
Chicago, Illinois 60642 
Phone:         (312) 807 - 3965 
Cell Phone:  (312) 925 – 5444 
  
Email:     rprohov@paalaw.com 
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www.paalaw.com   
  
Confidentiality Notice: 
  
This electronic mail message and any attached files contain information intended for the exclusive use of the 
individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Such message may contain information that is proprietary, 
privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If you are not the intended recipient, 
you are hereby notified that any viewing, copying, disclosure or distribution of this information may be subject to 
legal restriction or sanction.  Please notify sender, by electronic mail or telephone, of any unintended recipients 
and delete the original message without making copies.  
 
 
 
 

From: Berger, Brigitte [mailto:bergerb@wilmette.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 21, 2020 5:55 AM 
To: Rick Prohov <rprohov@paalaw.com> 
Subject: RE: Neighborhood Storage Project in the Parks 
 
Good morning Mr. Prohov: 
 
I hope this finds you well.  Thank you for checking in.   
 
As it relates to transparency, we have always been and will continue to be completely transparent throughout 
this process.  We recognize that a key component to delivering a successful project is accurate and regular 
communication with the project stakeholders.  We are committed to this and have the team in place to deliver 
this promise.   
 
There has been significant progress on the project and we are looking forward to construction beginning in 
April.  We are working on securing a date for a public open house for mid-March.  We will be sure to advertise 
the open house details on all of our social media outlets and e-news.  When the date is secured I will also let you 
know to help spread the word.   
 
Yes, the design drawings are complete and can be found here: 
https://www.wilmette.com/download/purchasing/bids_and_rfps/closed_bids/2020_closed_solicitations/20014
_-_wsnsp_-_phase_1_construction/20014-RFB-WSNSP-Phase-1-Construction.pdf 
 
Here is a link to the website that will eventually have regular updates on construction.  It currently includes 
updates on Phase 1A that began last fall.   Phase 1A consists of new storm water relief sewers in the right-of-
way.  https://www.wsnsp.com/ 
 
We also sent out an FAQ on Phase 1 (Community Playfield)  in December.  It can be found 
here:  https://www.wilmette.com/download/engineering_and_public_works/Phase-1-Construction-Update-
Flyer-FINAL.pdf 
 
Finally, I gave a presentation at the last Village Board meeting on the status of the project and have attached it 
for your information. 
 
I am happy to meet with you anytime if you have questions on the drawings or the construction project in 
general. 
 
In addition to completing the construction documents, Village staff has been working very closely with the 
School District and Park District staff on drafting intergovernmental agreements for easements and access to 
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Community Playfield.  The IGA’s with the School District will be on the February 25 Village Board agenda, along 
with the construction and construction engineering contracts.  The Park District IGA will be approved at the 
March 10 Village Board meeting.  
 
I hope this information is helpful to you. 
 
Thank you again for reaching out. 
 
All the best, 
Brigitte 
 
Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E. 
Director of Engineering and Public Works  
Village of Wilmette 
711 Laramie Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 
847.853.7627 
bergerb@wilmette.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Rick Prohov <rprohov@paalaw.com>  
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 7:32 PM 
To: Berger, Brigitte <bergerb@wilmette.com> 
Subject: Neighborhood Storage Project in the Parks 
 
Hi Brigitte  - 
 
I thought we would have heard back from you before now about the timing for public comment on any plans 
that have been coming along for the storm water projects in the parks. 
 
I could not make the February 10th Park Board meeting but understand there are design drawings out and about 
for review. 
 
What can you tell me at this point and what will be on the agenda for the next meeting on this which I hear will 
be for the next regular Village Board meeting at 7:30 pm on February 25th.    
 
Please confirm when and where there may be any other meetings concerning the project will be and who is 
conducting them for the public.   
 
Last fall you suggested there will definitely be open houses arranged that would be in addition to regularly 
scheduled Park Board and Village Board meetings.   
 
I have been receiving e mails and calls about all this again so please get back to me tomorrow if you can with a 
status of where things stand at the moment.    
 
After all the work we did last year to hold on to a civil discourse, I expect you will continue to be totally 
transparent and disclose all you can as soon as you can. 
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I look forward to your prompt reply. 
 
It is going to be a long hot summer and hopefully not too wet too often. 
 
Thanks for your continuing cooperation.    
 
Rick 
  
Fredric B. Prohov, J.D., CM&AA, LEED AP 
  
Prohov & Associates, Ltd. 
935 West Chestnut Street – Suite 100 
Chicago, Illinois 60642 
Phone:         (312) 807 - 3965 
Cell Phone:  (312) 925 – 5444 
  
Email:     rprohov@paalaw.com 
  
www.paalaw.com   
  
Confidentiality Notice: 
  
This electronic mail message and any attached files contain information intended for the exclusive use of the 
individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  Such message may contain information that is proprietary, 
privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If you are not the intended recipient, 
you are hereby notified that any viewing, copying, disclosure or distribution of this information may be subject to 
legal restriction or sanction.  Please notify sender, by electronic mail or telephone, of any unintended recipients 
and delete the original message without making copies.  
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Hallgren, Erik

To: Berger, Brigitte
Subject: RE: Work on Washington and Illinois

 

From: Berger, Brigitte  
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2020 4:24 PM 
To: Lee F. Canel <leecanel@sbcglobal.net> 
Subject: RE: Work on Washington and Illinois 
 
Dear Mr. Canel: 
 
Thank you for the question.  The Village’s construction contract included several options for building the “optimized 
sewers” so the Village Board would have maximum flexibility when awarding the contract.  Alternate 1 is to build a new 
storm sewer from the east side of the vault under Community Playfield out to Hunter Road.  If awarded by the Board, 
this sewer will be built this year, in conjunction with the proposed stormwater vault under Community 
Playfield.  Alternate 2 is to build new stormwater relief sewers on Hunter Road and Washington Avenue.  Within the 
Alternate 2 bid, we sought pricing for two options, A and B.  Option A assumed building the Hunter and Washington 
sewers this year and Option B assumed building the Hunter and Washington sewers during the summer recess next 
year.  I provided a map below that shows where these sewers are located.   
 
After careful review of the bid pricing and the construction impacts, Village staff is recommending that the Village Board 
award Alternative 2B, which postpones the installation of the sewers on Hunter Road and Washington Avenue to the 
summer of 2021.  While this selection does mean there will be construction activity two years in a row, that activity will 
be in two separate distinct areas.  This year, the impacts will be located primarily within the Highcrest School parking lot 
and Community Playfield.  The second year will include the construction on the public streets (Hunter Road and 
Washington Avenue)  By splitting this up, the Village can ensure a more focused and less lengthy construction than if all 
these projects were to be done at the same time.  Staff believes this recommendation is the best choice for the 
Wilmette community because it prioritizes safety, provides the flexibility needed for such a complicated project, and 
provides greater confidence that the commitments made to the School District will be met.   
 
This is a complicated project, so please allow me a chance to provide more detail on this recommendation.   
 
Based on the Village’s agreement with the School District, the contractor will have about 9 weeks during the summer 
break to build the vault under Community Playfield and the Alternate 1 storm sewer that travels along the north edge of 
the Highcrest School’s parking lot.  All of this work alone will result in a very active and intense construction zone and 
does not allow much time for addressing unanticipated challenges during construction.  Adding the Alternate 2 work to 
this same timeframe, would further increase the intensity of construction activity in this small area.  Meeting the terms 
of the Intergovernmental Agreements (IGA) with the School and Park Districts and safety are two of the most important 
aspects of this project.  Therefore, we believe that completing the base project (underground vault and base project 
storm sewers shown in blue below) and Alternate 1 this year will give the Village the greatest opportunity to meet these 
commitments.  Adding construction of the Alternate 2 sewers this year would make it more difficult to meet the IGA 
deadlines and possibly result in not finishing the work on Hunter and Washington during the summer break.  Even 
though the contractor would not be allowed to work during school pick up and drop off times, the active work zones on 
Hunter and Washington would be heavily travelled by students on their way to and from School.  Building the Alternate 
2 sewers next year will ensure the construction is completed during the summer recess. 
 
Just one clarification to your email below.  The roads will not be blocked in your area this construction season.  There 
will be truck traffic moving in and out of the Highcrest School parking lot, but all of the construction activity is contained 
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to the School’s lot and Community Playfield.  Note that we will also be building the base plan sewers on Wilshire, 
Wilmette Avenue and Meadow Drive this spring/summer as well. As noted above, these sewers are shown in blue 
below.  If the Village Board awards the Alternate sewers, next year, there will be daily lane closures as the contractor 
builds the sewers on Hunter Road and Washington.  We expect the roads will be back open by the end of each work day, 
however.    As with all of our projects, the Village staff and consulting team will use all available resources to alert the 
neighbors in the area and general public about traffic interruptions during construction.  You can sign up for regular 
updates on the construction progress by visiting www.wsnsp.com.   
 
I hope this information has been helpful to you.  Please feel free to call me if you would like to discuss this matter in 
person. 
 
Best regards, 
Brigitte 
 
Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E. 
Director of Engineering and Public Works  
Village of Wilmette 
711 Laramie Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 
847.853.7627 
bergerb@wilmette.com 
 

 
 
 
 

From: Lee F. Canel <leecanel@sbcglobal.net>  
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 5:29 PM 
To: Berger, Brigitte <bergerb@wilmette.com> 
Subject: Work on Washington and Illinois 
 
Bridgette: 
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I was recently told that roads near me would be blocked on Illinois and Hunter not over one summer, but over two.  Can 
you tell me why that is?  As I understand things, doing the work in a single year produces faster results for a cheaper 
price with less disruption for residents..  
Can you tell me what the rationale behind stretching this out to two years would be?   As I understand things, one year 
should be feasible even with weather allowances.  
 
Lee F. Canel, MAI 
Principal 
Hennebry Canel Appraisal 
2124 Birchwood Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091-2306 
(847) 251-5401 (Office) 
leecanel@sbcglobal.net  
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