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Meeting Date: September 22, 2020 
 
To:      President Bielinski and Village Board of Trustees 
 
From:   Michael Braiman, Village Manager 
    
Subject:  Temporary Use Tent Permits- Sophia Steak and COVID-19 Guidelines  
 
There are five temporary use permits on the September 22, 2020 Village Board agenda for 
tents to be constructed at the following restaurants/institutions: 
 

• 3.2- Convito Café (1515 Sheridan Road) 
• 3.3- Sophia Steak (1146 Wilmette Avenue) 
• 3.4- Pescadero (1167 Wilmette Avenue) 
• 3.5- Loyola Academy (1100 Laramie Avenue) 
• 3.6- Valley Lodge Tavern (1141 Central Avenue) 

 
Sophia Steak (Agenda Item 3.3) 
Given the concerns expressed by residents at 724 12th Street, staff has been working with 
the applicant to refine the request to limit the impact of the tent’s operations to neighboring 
properties. To that end, the applicant, as indicated in the attached email, is proposing the 
following: 
 

• Limit operating hours Sunday – Thursday to no later than 9:00pm 
• Limit operating hours on Friday and Saturday to no later than 10:00pm 

 
The Village will continue to monitor this use such as it does with any other similar activity to 
ensure compliance with Village Codes and will respond to complaints accordingly. For 
example, the Village’s past practice in regards to sound systems with temporary uses is to 
immediately respond to complaints and request that the applicant either turn down or 
remove the sound. 
 
In regards to zoning questions that have arisen, the subject property (and 724 12th Street) 
are located in the Village Center zoning district and thus the restrictions on outdoor dining 
operations in proximity to residential districts do not apply.  
 
COVID-19 Restrictions (All tents) 
As a matter of clarification, the approvals before the Village Board are for the Village Board 
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to determine whether or not a Village permit may be issued for the proposed use of 
temporary tents to be used and located at the proposed locations within the Village. 
 
Should the Village Board authorize the issuance of these temporary use permits, the 
applicants are still subject to certain conditions imposed by the Village Code (e.g. permit 
fees, written applications) and special conditions imposed by the Village at either the 
direction of the Village Board or at the imposition by the Village administrative staff.    Each 
tent permit, even when authorized by the Village Board, must meet the minimum standards 
of the building and fire codes; however, certain special conditions to the permit are also 
warranted. As part of this review, and for any previously permitted tents, the applicants will 
also have to abide by COVID-19 restrictions to ensure proper social distancing, mask 
wearing, and sanitation practices are maintained.  
 
Because the Village does not have a certified health department, Village staff seeks 
guidance from the State of Illinois or Cook County for the relevant COVID-19 restrictions. At 
this time, neither the State nor Cook County has published tent guidelines. However, the 
City of Chicago and Village of Skokie recently published relevant guidelines and therefore, 
the Village staff believes using the relevant restrictions from other certified health 
departments is the proper policy to adhere to in this circumstance. Staff is reviewing the 
guidelines from the certified health departments and will condition the issuance of permits 
in accordance with the appropriate restrictions. The above referenced applicants have been 
informed of the guidelines under consideration, both of which are attached for reference 
purposes. 
 
Documents Attached 
1. Email from Sophia Steak 
2. Village Center zoning map 
3. City of Chicago COVID-19 tent guidelines 
4. Village of Skokie COVID-19 tent guidelines  
5. Resident Communication 



From: Sivertsen, Lucas
To: Braiman, Michael
Cc: Adler, John
Subject: FW: Tent
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 8:06:50 PM

Mike,
 
The owners of Sophia Steak would like to amend their original temporary use request with the
following limitations on dining service.
 
Lucas Sivertsen, AICP
Business Development Coordinator
Village of Wilmette
 
From: Glenn Keefer <glennrichkeefer@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2020 5:20 PM
To: Sivertsen, Lucas <sivertsenl@wilmette.com>
Cc: Ryan O’Donnell <ryan@ballyhoohospitality.com>; Jon Farrer <jon@ballyhoohospitality.com>;
Kate Thompson <kate@sophiasteak.com>
Subject: Tent
 
Hi Lucas:  we would be willing  to accept a 9pm curfew but for Friday and Saturday on which nights
10pm would really make a difference.  
 
Thank you,
 
Glenn Keefer 

mailto:sivertsenl@wilmette.com
mailto:braimanm@wilmette.com
mailto:adlerj@wilmette.com
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Note – this guidance is subject to change.  

FALL AND WINTER COVID-19 
OUTDOOR DINING GUIDANCE 

 
As we enter the fall and winter months, this document provides guidance for restaurants and bars to 
continue operating outdoors safely and responsibly. As a reminder, all outdoor spaces must have a Sidewalk 
Café Permit, Outdoor Patio License or an Expanded Outdoor Dining Permit. 
 
Structures 
Temporary outdoor structures, including tents, are allowed on private property or the public way under the 
following regulations: 

• Temporary outdoor structures that hold multiple parties must have at least 50% of the sides open to 
allow air flow 

• Enclosed structures, such as plastic domes, may be used for individual parties and must have adequate 
ventilation to allow for air circulation 

• All temporary outdoor structures covering more than 400 square feet must obtain a Department of 
Buildings (DOB)-issued permit 

o For more information, see DOB’s Guidance on Tents for Dining 

• Temporary structures must be weighted, anchored or secured to the ground, but cannot be anchored 
with any method that requires screwing, cutting or drilling into the public way (i.e. on streets or 
sidewalks) 

• All structural materials should have a fire-resistant certification or flame certification showing material 
is fire-rated or noncombustible 

• Use of tents and other temporary structures may be deemed unsafe and prohibited during severe 
weather events (wind, snow, etc.) 

 
Heating Devices 
Heating Devices are allowed but must meet the following operational regulations: 

• Heating equipment must be shown on site plans submitted with the permit application 

• Electrically-powered heating devices are permitted; they must be installed by a licensed electrical 
contractor, who will obtain an electrical permit. Electrical heating equipment must be marked “UL 
listed” or “UL classified” 

• Natural gas heaters or any devices fueled with propane are only allowed in open, uncovered areas 

• Operators should abide by any recommended safety guidelines issued with a specific product (see the 
product’s operations manual) 

• Heating equipment should be unplugged or disconnected for overnight storage, and 
employees should be trained in proper installation of fuel tanks and in detecting leaks 

• Establishment should maintain clearance between heaters and all other objects, including tent sides. 
Required minimum clearance distance depends on the heating device; three feet is recommended. 
 

Safety Considerations 
Follow these additional safety considerations to ensure responsible operations: 

• Outdoor spaces with heating devices must keep devices away from combustible materials, such as 
tents, at all times 

• Enclosed areas with heating devices must have clearly marked entrances and exits 

• Businesses must have sufficient fire extinguishers to cover indoor and outdoor spaces 

• Restaurants will need inclement weather plans in writing and trained to staff to prevent any injuries in 
storms, snow, or other unsafe situations 

• If plastic domes or other enclosed spaces are used, establishment must post placards advising about 
increased risk of transmission within an enclosed space 

https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/bldgs/general/Tents/Guidance%20on%20Tents%20for%20Dining.pdf








From: Marilyn Poe <marilyn3@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2020 6:08 PM 
To: Roberts, Lisa <robertsl@wilmette.com> 
Cc: marilyn3@gmail.com 
Subject: Fwd: Sophia Steak house Tent request 
 

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Marilyn Poe <marilyn3@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Sep 21, 2020 at 4:01 PM 
Subject: Sophia Steak house Tent request 
To: <publiccomment@wilmette.com> 
Cc: <megam@nsmanagement.net> 
 

hi 
we recently sent a note about our concerns regarding the proposed tent at Sophia 
Steakhouse. 
Some residents in our building received an email  indicating that you received their 
notes.  we did not receive such an email. 
therefore we are sending another email. 
 
We are writing to let the village officials know that we object to the proposed 
granting of a permit to allow Sophia Steakhouse to construct an outdoor dining tent 
on its rear parking lot. (this borders on the back of our condominium building ...724 
12th Street) 
Our opinion is that the increased noise generated by eighty(80) restaurant patrons, 
employees, outdoor sound systems, heaters, fans etc. would greatly disrupt each 
property owner's right to peaceful use and enjoyment of our property at the 724 12th 
Street condominium building. 
Our building houses numerous senior citizens and retirees. Many condo unit 
balconies overlook the proposed restaurant tent. 
Since the proposed tent area borders our rear property line, this is clearly less than 
fifty (50) feet.  It is our opinion that the outdoor tent would violate Village Ordinances 
which prohibit operating catering operations within 50 feet of a  residential district. 
Thanks for listening to our concerns. 
Marilyn and Jack Poe 
724  12th Street 
 


