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ADDITIONAL AGENDA MATERIAL 
 
 
ITEM: 
 
3.2 Letter received regarding the Temporary Use Permit for a 

temporary tent at Convito Café, 1515 Sheridan Road 
 
3.3 Emails received from residents regarding the Temporary Use 

Permit for a temporary tent at Sophia Steak, 1146 Wilmette 
Avenue     

 
3.5 Emails received from residents regarding the Temporary Use 

Permit for temporary tents at Loyola Academy, 1100 Laramie 
Avenue 
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3.3 
9-22-2020 

 
Date: September 21, 2020 
 
To: Michael Braiman, Village Manager 
 
From: Lucas Sivertsen, Business Development Coordinator 
 
Subject: 2020-TU-12 1146 Wilmette Avenue Additional Correspondence 
 
 
Attached please find additional correspondence submitted after the Village Board 
agenda packet was issued. 
 
1.0  Email from Michael A. Kamys, 724 12th Street, Unit 110, dated September 20, 2020 
2.0  Email from Jo Ann Murphy, 724 12th Street, Unit 311, dated September 20, 2020 
3.0  Email from Ira Mizell, 724 12th Street, Unit 310, dated September 20, 2020 

mailto:sivertsenl@wilmette.com


From: Braiman, Michael
To: Sivertsen, Lucas
Subject: FW: SOPHIA STEAK HOUSE TENT
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 9:29:58 AM

 
 
From: Uncle Mike <mackamys@aol.com> 
Sent: Sunday, September 20, 2020 10:19 AM
To: Braiman, Michael <braimanm@wilmette.com>
Subject: SOPHIA STEAK HOUSE TENT
 
I am writing to voice my objection regarding the proposed granting of a permit to allow Sophia Steak
House to construct an outdoor dining area tent on its rear parking lot. I hold the opinion that the increased
noise generated by up to eighty (80) restaurant patrons, employees, and the use of an outdoor sound
system would greatly disrupt each property owner's right to the peaceful use and enjoyment of their
property at the 724 12th Street Condominium Building. Additionally, as a licensed real estate broker, in
my opinion, allowing Sophia Steak House to construct an outdoor tent on the proposed site would reduce
the value of each condo unit at 724 12th Street.
 
The 724 12th Street Building houses numerous retirees and senior citizens. Numerous condo unit
balconies overlook the property proposed for the erection of a restaurant tent. The proposed outdoor
tent area borders on the 724 12th Street property. This is clearly far less than fifty (50) feet. Tents
do not muffle sound.
 
I am of the opinion that allowing the establishment of an outdoor patron tent would clearly violate
the Village of Wilmette Code of Ordinances. Specifically, per Ordinance Section 16--114, Unlawful
Nuisances, Commercial Activities Near or Within A Residential District,

Engaging in any commercial activity, including, but not limited to, manufacturing, vehicle
servicing, catering and banquet hall operations, in or within 50 feet of a residential district,
if such activity generates a noise which because of its volume level, duration, or character
annoys, disturbs, injures, or endangers the comfort and peace and quiet of reasonable
persons residing in the said residential district is prohibited. 

The Village President, Village Manager, Village Board, and each Departmental Officer owe a
fiduciary duty to each Village resident and are bound to protect their individual rights and
stringently enforce all Village Ordinances.

                                                                                                Michael A. Kamys, Esq.

                                                                                               724 12th Street, Unit 110
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From: JA Murphy
To: Comment, Public; Roberts, Lisa; Kennedy, Gina
Cc: Megan McConnell
Subject: Sophia Steakhouse Tent
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 2:36:22 PM

To: Wilmette Village Board

 From: Jo Ann Murphy, Resident at Village Centre Condominium, 724 12th St #311, Wilmette IL

 Re: Objections to Granting a Permit for the Proposed Sophia Steakhouse Tent

 Concerns:

 ·         Health issue: Having up to 80 unmasked patrons in a restaurant tent, with heaters circulating the
air, is a situation ripe for an outbreak of Covid-19 in Wilmette. 

·         <!--[endif]-->Noise issue:  The number of patrons, the clatter of dishes, the music, the late closing
hour, and the close proximity to our building would contribute to creating an everyday-for-six-hours noise
level that could be physically and psychologically disturbing for some Village Centre owners. It could
prevent many residents from getting the proper amount of sleep, and inhibit them from opening their
windows for fresh air.  Noise is already a problem. At approximately 7:30 and 10:30 every night, the
restaurant throws bottles into a dumpster creating a very loud, startling and crashing noise that can be
heard even with our windows closed.
      

·         <!--[endif]-->Pollution Issue:  If the tent is erected, the delivery trucks will be unable to approach
the rear of Sophia and so they will be noisily idling in the alley, blocking the parking spaces, and polluting
the air only a few feet from the Village Centre balconies.  This is already a problem. One resident recently
requested that a “No idling” sign be put up. Her request was denied.

·         Quality of Life Issue for Our Neighborhood: Our entire block (church, residents and businesses)
will be affected - if not by the noise, then by the likely increase in garbage/trash, the increase of delivery
trucks driving and idling in the alley, the loss of parking, and the increased competition with other
restaurant owners.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Property Values Issue: If granted a permit, the Sophia owner
could extend the permit for an additional time period merely by asking for an extension, and could
possibly try to make the tent a permanent fixture in our neighborhood. This would most definitely
adversely affect the property value of our building and others nearby.

Comments:

These concerns should not be construed to be anti-restaurant. Gustos, the former restaurant, was a good
neighbor and some of our residents claim to have been their best customers.

These concerns should not be construed to be anti-business. We all enjoy the vibrancy of the Village
center – that is one of the reasons why we moved here. We enjoy the convenience of the trains, banks,
shops, restaurants, etc. We live on a fine mixed-use block - active during the day and quite at night. We
appreciate the services provided by our many good neighbors like Sweet's Heating & Air
Conditioning, Lucke Plumbing, and the Chase Bank.

I believe that constructing a tent at Sophia Steakhouse would damage the neighborhood. It could spread
Covid-19. It would create late night noise, garbage, air pollution, and parking problems. It would
adversely affect our neighborhood’s quality of life.

mailto:jawmurphy@yahoo.com
mailto:publiccomment@wilmette.com
mailto:robertsl@wilmette.com
mailto:kennedyg@wilmette.com
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Sivertsen, Lucas

Subject: FW: Sophia's Restaurant

 
From: Ira Mizell <imgoldtree@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, September 20, 2020 12:46 PM 
To: Roberts, Lisa <robertsl@wilmette.com> 
Cc: Kimber Meagan <megan@nsmanagement.net>; Ira Mizell <imgoldtree@gmail.com> 
Subject: Fwd: Sophia's Restaurant 
 

RE: Tenting Rear Parking Lot for Sophia's Steak House 
 
To Wilmette Village Board: 
 
Pursuant to the above captioned issue please be kind enough to 
include this message into the public discourse on this matter. 
While it is of great importance for every municipality to be 
cognizant of the dire needs of our restauranteurs, who add so 
much  
to our communities identity, comfort and enjoyments , we should 
also be highly aware of it's duties to the residents and the balance 
of comfort to the surrounding neighborhoods. This tent issue 
appears to me to be ill advised at this time of the year. Should 
they  
erect a tent with seating and music it would be at a time when our 
weather here will be drastically changing. Multiple heating units  
would be required creating an additional fire hazard the Village 
would need to monitor, and they would be defeating the initial 
purpose of a tent ( an open air venue) by closing off the openings 
and adding heat. How different would this be from structuring  
their current space that is already set up with appropriate 
restaurant needs ? What is needed then is to limit and structure the 
interior of the existing space in such a manner as to coincide with 
acceptable Covid-19 safety procedures and standards. All this  
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can be done without the additional costs of setting up another 
eating structure outside where the winter is soon to be on us. 
Just a thought ! 
 
I live at 724 12th St., #310 and my unit would face exactly where 
this proposed tent is to be erected. I am OPPOSED to the granting 
of this tent issue being presented to the Wilmette Village Board by 
and for Sophia's Restaurant. 
-Parking: If you allow them the use of the existing parking lot 
where does their customers then park ? An additional strain on an 
already 
tight parking situation in this area of the Village. 
-HEALTH Issues: Eighty, unmasked, conversing patrons confined 
in a tent with heaters circulating the air is a situation ripe for a 
cluster of outbreak of Covid 19 in Wilmette. 
-Noise Level : Quality of life issue- the number of patrons , the 
clatter of dishes, the music, the late closing hour and the close 
proximity 
to our building would contribute to creating an everyday, for six 
hours a day , noise level that could be physically and 
psychologically 
disturbing for some owners . Could readily inhibit good and proper 
amount of sleep and will certainly inhibit residents from opening  
their windows for fresh air. 
-Quality of Life Issues for Our Neighborhood: The entire block ( 
church, residents, and businesses) will be affected-the increase of 
noise, the increase in garbage/trash removal ( there's always a 
delicate balance with the storage and removal of the restaurant's 
trash and the 
very active squirrel population, looking for food , and found 
roaming the alley currently ). Garbage is stored for pick-up in the 
rear, are you going to allow patrons to sit, eat and be feet away 



3

from a possible rodent infestation from the now close proximity of 
food waste ? There will definitely be 
additional delivery trucks , idling in the alley spewing out exhaust 
fumes to further enhance the dining experience in this rear lot 
location. 
Loss of parking ( as previously discussed ) and then the direct 
competition with other restaurant owners. Is every restaurant 
owner going 
to now approach the Village for a similar variance to erect a tent. 
 
I truly can empathize with these owners who are in need of 
assistance to keep them viable and alive during these most difficult 
times , however, this Tent idea is not the solution . It becomes a 
detriment for another segment of your Village population, one who 
I 
may add is a substantially larger tax provider for the Village . 
These restaurants already have established spaces for their dining 
businesses that they are paying rent for. I would suggest that 
these places become situated and configured to best be outfitted 
properly for the Covid 19 pandemic and be operable for the owners 
to expand their current business model . 
Thank you for the time and interest you have afforded me to 
present my feelings to the Village Board. I moved here to Wilmette 
for the calm and convenient living arrangements Wilmette affords 
me. 
Please do not hamper my living environment  -  and my sincere 
wishes to all to be , and remain , healthy and Covid free. 
Sincerely, 
Ira Mizell 
OWNER -724 12th St., #310 , Wilmette 
 
 
‐ 
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Date: September 21, 2020 
 
To: Michael Braiman, Village Manager 
 
From: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 
 
Subject: 2020-TU-14 1100 Laramie Avenue and 1135 Laramie Avenue 
 Additional Correspondence 
 
 
Attached please find additional correspondence submitted after the Village Board agenda 
packet was issued.  
 
1.0 Email from Terry Chan, 3511 Thornwood Avenue, dated September 21, 2020 
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From: Terry Chan
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: Temporary use hearing for 1135 Laramie Ave
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 8:10:49 AM

Hi,

I'm the homeowner at 3511 Thornwood Ave, Wilmette, that has my property
adjacent to the above mentioned Loyola grassy field at 1135 Laramie Ave.

I strongly oppose granting the extended use of the tent for 10 months.
The main reasons are:

1. The tent occupies one-quarter to one-third of the water drainage
grassy field and there is no sewer in the field. With the tent being up
for the next 10 months, I'm sure the water drainage will be adversely
affected on the field and some of that extra water will end up on my
property.

2. The musical instruments being practiced in the tent make far too much
noise and I've had to close my windows so that I can hold phone
conversations for work. This is a lot more noise from that field than
football practice which was mainly after school hours, and the music
practice is at multiple times during the school day.

Why doesn't Loyola set up this tent on their other grassy field at the
Northwest corner of Laramie and Thornwood? At least that field does NOT
touch any properties that Loyola does not own already, unlike the field
at the Southwest corner of Laramie and Thornwood, which touches my
property at 3511 Thornwood and my neighbors properties at 1100 Laramie
Ave and 3506 Greenwood Ave.

Please read this email to the Zoning board at the Tuesday night meeting
on Sept. 22.

Thank you very much,

Terry Chan

3511 Thornwood Ave

Wilmette, IL 60091

847-256-9070

1.0
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