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October 13, 2020 

 
 
 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA MATERIAL 
 
 
ITEM: 
 
3.1 Amendments to the Village Board meeting minutes of September 

22, 2020. 
 
6.11 Additional correspondence in support of ZBA Case #2020-Z-25, 

2133 Greenwood Avenue     



DATE: September 22, 2020 

TO: Wilmette Village President and Board of Trustees 

Michael Braiman, Village Manager 

Jeffrey Stein, Corporation Counsel 

Erik Hallgren, Assistant Village Manager 

FROM: Karen Norwood, Deputy Village Clerk/Law Assistant 

SUBJECT:    Correction to Meeting Minutes of the September 22, 2020 Village Board Meeting 

Revisions have been made to Pages 9 and 12 of the Village Board meeting minutes of 
September 22, 2020 (Pages 13 and 16 of the packet PDF). 

On Page 9 verbiage was amended to more accurately reflect President Bielinski’s comments. 

On Page 12, there was a one-word change from “residential” to “business” in the following 
sentence: 

“President Bielinski said he had been chatting with one of the business neighbors to 
Sophia Steak and that person was complimentary to how respectful Sophia Steak has 
been.” 

The original text read he had been chatting with one of the residential neighbors. 

The changes to both pages are redlined and attached to this memo as additional agenda 
material. 

3.1
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Mr. Stein said assuming there are no guidelines available from the 
county, the Village could create its own conditions on these permits 
and create its own Village-wide conditions under the Emergency 
Declaration.  He said the Village has done exactly that with the face 
covering and social distancing requirements.  He said what the 
Village could not do is something less than what the state or county 
has mandated.   

Trustee Barrow said the Village could do something more stringent 
then. 

Mr. Stein concurred and said this is a zoning/land use matter and so 
the Village would have the authority to do that.   

Mr. Braiman said that is why staff has made restaurant owners aware 
of the Chicago guidelines, as there is some validity to that and where 
they are coming from.  He said they wanted owners to know this 
could be a likely outcome as staff works through this with the County. 

Trustee Barrow said he is very concerned if the result of this process 
is a standard that is lax in healthcare, particularly if we can do more.  
He said he would like to have this matter come back to the Board 
before rules and regulations adopted by the staff become the rule in 
Wilmette.   

President Bielinski suggested waiting for staff to reach out to Cook 
County to see what they say.  He said Mr. Braiman would distribute 
that information to the Trustees, and if there are concerns, the matter 
could come to the Board.  He said his suspicion is that the County 
has been following the city on many of its recommendations.  He said 
Wilmette is not the only community without a health department.  He 
said there are only 4 communities with accredited health 
departments, and a few of them are our neighbors; Evanston, Skokie 
and Chicago.  He said everyone else relies on the County.  He said 
almost every community will be looking to the Cook County Health 
Department for guidance.  He said he would be surprised if they 
didn’t provide any guidance and have generally been following the 
City on guidance on things like face coverings and the like.   He then 
said as an example, Wilmette instituted the face covering 
requirement before the state mandated it.     

He then said as an example, Wilmette followed Chicago in adoption 
the face covering requirement before the state mandated it. 

Trustee Barrow clarified that he didn’t feel the matter would need to 
come before the Board in an official Board meeting setting; just that 
dialogue between Board members and staff would need to take place 
before any rules were set.   



09/22/2020 Not Yet Approved 

12

Mr. Stein concurred and said the only reason the section on 
commercial activity that Mr. Ramlow cited in his comments does not 
apply is because this is a commercial district and not residential. 

Mr. Ramlow clarified that because their building, while residential, is 
in a commercial zoning district, it is not treated as residential. 

Mr. Stein concurred. 

Trustee Dodd asked Sophia Steak what their current outdoor dining 
capacity is along the sidewalk.   

Glenn Keefer, owner of Sophia Steak, said currently they are seating 
85 to 90 people outside due to their neighbors permitting them to put 
their tables in front of their businesses when they are closed.  He 
said this is similar to what they are proposing under the tent.  

President Bielinski said he had been chatting with one of the 
residential business neighbors to Sophia Steak and that person was 
complimentary to how respectful Sophia Steak has been.   

Mr. Keefer said the neighbors have made all the difference in 
allowing Sophia Steak to operate and pay their employees and bills.   

Trustee Dodd asked if customers will enter the tent by walking 
through the restaurant. 

Mr. Keefer answered yes.  He said he is afraid of what will happen if 
we go back into Phase 3.  He said they are watching what the schools 
and universities are doing.  He said some of their customers have 
asked what they will do in the winter, and Mr. Keefer said he hopes 
these tents are the answer.   

President Bielinski said Wilmette has been lucky with the schools 
thus far. 

Mr. Keefer said the City of Chicago has the 25% rule and we have 
the 6-foot rule.  He said he thinks they have done a great job in 
enforcing the mask rule.  He complimented the Board in getting 
ahead of the curve in adopting the mask requirement before it was a 
state mandate.  He said he sells insurance during the day and has 
had a few customers say they have had major pushback on the mask 
wearing.  He said he is grateful his patrons have been so willing to 
comply.   

Trustee Plunkett said she believes this to be a period where we are 
all trying to figure this out.  She said the Board wants to support the 



October 11, 2020

Village of Wilmette
1200 Wilmette Ave
Wilmette, IL 60091

Board of Trustees
For Meeting Tuesday, October 13th
Staff Liaison: Lisa Roberts

Dear Trustees,

We have resided at 2222 Greenwood Avenue since 2003.  We fully support Robert Garrison’s request fort 
a zoning variation to allow a single-car garage to be restored to its original location at 2133 Greenwood 
Avenue.  We are aware that new houses built in Wilmette require a two-car garage.  However, his request 
to restore the house to the original design and free up the second lot for a new house to be built in the 
future would be beneficial to the neighborhood.  

We are aware the plan has raised some concerns among some members of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
Restoring the original house and possibly having a second home built on the open lot would would be 
more favorable.  Having the original house torn down and either one or two new houses being built on the 
two lots would create a disruption to the neighborhood.

We have a one car garage and have always parked in our driveway.  In our experience, households with 
two car garages park on the street.  The block east of us has so many cars parked on the street it has 
become unsafe to drive your car, especially with so many young kids around.  We counted 35 cars parked 
on the street vs. 8 on ours.

We believe not allowing this variance creates a hardship preventing the Garrison’s from renovating their 
property appropriately.  Mr. Garrison’s request will enhance the neighborhood!  We hope you will 
approve the variance.

Sincerely, 

Jeff and Michaela Shaw
2222 Greenwood Ave
847-251-7074

6.11
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Norwood, Karen

From: Roberts, Lisa
Sent: Monday, October 12, 2020 7:37 AM
To: Norwood, Karen
Subject: Additional VB Material

 
 
Lisa Roberts, AICP 
Assistant Director of Community Development 
Village of Wilmette 
 
Telephone (847) 853-7529  
Fax (847) 853-7701 
 

 
 

From: Carrie Tarzon <carrietarzon@atproperties.com>  
Sent: Saturday, October 10, 2020 4:00 PM 
To: Roberts, Lisa <robertsl@wilmette.com> 
Subject: 2133 Greenwood Avenue 
 

Hi Lisa, 

 

My name is Carrie Tarzon and I am a local real estate agent with @ properties.  

 

I live at 2126 Greenwood Avenue and LOVE the community and neighborhood. 

I wanted you to know that I fully support Robert Garrison's request for a zoning variation. 

I actually live directly across the street.  

 

It is a great idea to allow a single garage to be rebuilt in the original home and to tear down the current garage 
space on the East side of the lot. There are a lot of city buyers coming to the North Shore right now and a one 
car garage is typically the perfect fit for that demographic. 
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I'd love to see a renovated version of 2133 Greenwood, and the thought of a new construction home directly 
across the street; this will only improve the value of my neighborhood and Kenilworth Gardens. 

 

Please reach out with any questions. 

Thanks, 

Carrie 

  

Carrie Tarzon | Broker Associate 
@properties  
 
30 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, Illinois 60093 
847-345-9909 
carrietarzon@atproperties.com 
  
Stop looking, start finding® 
atproperties.com 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 
Never trust wiring instructions sent via email. Cyber criminals are hacking email accounts and sending emails with fake wiring 
instructions. These emails are convincing and sophisticated. Always independently confirm wiring instructions in person or via a 
telephone call to a trusted and verified phone number. Never wire money without double-checking that the wiring instructions are 
correct. By opening this e-mail, you agree that you understand the risks of hacking and agree that At World Properties LLC shall have 
no liability for the wiring of funds. 
This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, 
use, disclosure or distribution is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, contact the sender via reply email and destroy all copies of the 
original message. Although At World Properties LLC takes reasonable measures to prevent the transmission of computer viruses, by opening this email 
you agree that At World Properties LLC shall have no liability for any loss or damage caused by this email.  



Village of Wilmette
1200 Wilmette Ave
Wilmette, IL 60091

Board of Trustees 
For Meeting Tuesday October 13th
Staff liaison: Lisa Roberts  robertsl@wilmette.com

RE: Approve of zoning variation request for 2133 Greenwood Ave

Dear Trustees,

I live within a few houses of Robert Garrison and 2133 Greenwood Ave and have spoken with 
him and thought about his request for a zoning variation to allow a single car garage in the 
original location on the west side of his house. I do understand the plan is to demolish the 
existing garage on the other east lot and ultimately build a new house on that other lot in the 
future. I also understand that new houses built in Wilmette require a 2 car garage and that this 
plan to revert the original 2133 Greenwood house back to its original 1 car garage configuration 
as it was built concerned some members of the Zoning Board of Appeals.

I want to express my support of this request and ask that you approve it.  A few particular 
thoughts I wish to share include:

 I think it is a reasonable request by a long time Wilmette home owner.  
 Not allowing the variation is a hardship that prevents the owner from using his property 

in a reasonable manner.
 The plan is a reasonable balance between the needs of the homeowner and consistent 

with our overall neighborhood.
 Parking is not a problem in our immediate area and I am fine with this house reverting to 

a one car garage.
 I value retaining the existing house as it fits well in the neighborhood.  Approving this 

zoning variation will retain this very attractive and well maintained house.

I hope you will consider my input while making your decision.  Thank you.

Name: David Van Osdol

Address: 2137 Greenwood

Phone: 312.446.7926


