
                                  
 

1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (847) 853-7550 
DEPARTMENT FAX (847) 853-7701 

TDD (847) 853-7634 
EMAIL comdev@wilmette.com 

 
Date: October 6, 2020 
 
To: Chairman Schneider and the Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
From: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 
 
Subject: 2020-Z-31 – 1174 Michigan Avenue – Additional Correspondence 
 
 
We have received additional correspondence regarding this case. 
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2.54 Email from Leonore Lee, 925 13th Street, dated October 5, 2020 
 
 

 



From: Lisa Meyer
To: Roberts, Lisa
Cc: tarakochman@gmail.com
Subject: Kochman Zoning Appeal this Tuesday
Date: Saturday, October 3, 2020 2:39:13 PM

Dear Zoning Appeals Board,

We are in Full support of The Kochman Family’s Appeal to place a fence perimeter to gate off
entrance to their property from the east side due to increased trespassing and loss of the public
thoroughfare on the beachfront. These are difficult times with lake front properties literally under
siege from the rising lake levels. Our early falls and late springs are contributing to an ongoing
change to Lake Michigan’s water levels and the loss of the sand beachfront. As residents, we look to
the Wilmette Zoning Board to make decisions that protect us homeowners. With lack of safe spaces
to have activities due to COVID, the beachfront usage is even more appealing and attracting visitors
from outside Wilmette. This can be a good thing for the town, but not without protecting adjacent
and surrounding neighbors from trespassers, parking issues and such.

We implore the Board to make the right decision here and side with the privacy/protection of The
Kochman Family, a long standing property tax paying Wilmette family. Some of these homes on the
lakefront carry some of the largest property tax bills in town, and these funds are directly key to
funding services in our community. A NO vote from your Board on this issue will carry consequences
that affect future buyers.  Buyers and Realtors will soon learn  Wilmette does not work hard to make
thoughtful, individual decisions to protect tax payers, this will devalue our community and make new
buyers think twice before committing to Wilmette. That being said, all Wilmette residents will look
to this decision and how the Board responds to protecting residents, protecting tax payers and
decisions in their best interest. Wilmette has long focused on “precedent setting” and this is a
dangerous route, as it discounts individual factors and is contrary with making logical decisions.
CASE by CASE is the only route to go. The Kochman’s CASE is clear, they are straddled by of two
public Wilmette beaches and the continuing rising water levels have pushed that foot traffic
almost literally to their lot line and beach home.

PLEASE support this addition of a fence perimeter, WE DO.

Lisa and Peter Meyer
2133 Schiller ave
Wilmette

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which they are
addressed. If you are not the named addressee, you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this email. Please notify the sender
immediately by email if you have received this email by mistake and delete this email from your system. Please note that any views or
opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the organization. Finally, the
recipient should check this email and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The organization accepts no liability for any damage
caused by any virus transmitted by this email.
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From: Dennis Chookaszian
To: Roberts, Lisa
Cc: Dennis Chookaszian; Karen Chookaszian
Subject: 1174 Michigan Zoning Appeal
Date: Saturday, October 3, 2020 3:23:06 PM

To: Wilmette Zoning Board of Appeals

My wife Karen and I have been residents at 1100 Michigan Avenue for the past 25 years
and we are writing in response to the zoning appeal for a fence at 1174 Michigan.

The issue in question is about security and in these uncertain times, it is important for us to
provide a reasonable balance between protecting the property rights of our citizens and
allowing citizens to have free access to the waterfront.

The law is very clear that the public is allowed to walk along the shoreline but the dry land
is private property.  The residents of East Michigan Avenue have an association that has
been dealing with the problems of the beach area and we have had to hire beach guards to
patrol the area to prevent problems.   We have had to call the police many times because
of the situations that arise and it is imperative that we provide protection to the residents.

We had similar problems to the ones that the Kochmans described with people on the
beach at the beginning of the summer and the problems became so significant that the
Village had to finally close the Elmwood Dunes access.  Most of the people that were on
the beach prior to the closing were not from the local area and that was a substantial part of
the problem, since they did not respect the property rights and in fact ruined much of the
Elmwood Dunes area by not staying on the paths. 

We did not have any significant problems after the Dunes area was closed and our
association beach guards were able to manage the problems that did occur before they
became serious.  The public still had access to the beach and were able to walk the length
of the beach at the waterline and there are only two areas where the revetments are at the
water’s edge.

The residents of Michigan Avenue encourage the public to use the beach area and as the
Kochmans have stated the public is welcomed to walk and enjoy the lakefront.  We all see
many of our friends and neighbors there on a regular basis and new friendships are
developed, all of which make this a wonderful community in which to live.

We have not had any problems for the past 25 years during the 9 months when the weather
is cooler, and it is only during the summer that the problems arise.  The Kochmans will
continue to have the problems in the summer if they are not allowed to install the fence and
it is a significant public safety issue.  People should not be allowed to climb onto the patio
of the Kochmans beach house and that can only be prevented by installing a fence. 

Most of the people who caused the problems were not Wilmette residents and were
attracted to the beach since it was the only free beach access on the North Shore.  Every
other community requires payment or a pass.  This problem is exacerbated by the high
water levels and no one can predict how long this condition will continue.  When the water
subsides, the revetments will again be covered with sand and there will be full access to the
entire length of the beach.  The installation of the fence is needed now for security reasons
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and is only a temporary problem.  For this reason, the Village should approve the
installation of the fence as requested. 

Dennis and Karen Chookaszian



From: Erin Schael
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: 2020-Z-31: 1174 Michigan Avenue
Date: Saturday, October 3, 2020 3:57:39 PM

To Wilmette Zoning Board:
I fully support Tara and Cary Kochman's request for a 5.54’ fence height variation to permit
the construction of a 6.5’ tall open fence on an existing revetment.
I believe this will make Wilmette a safer community for all beachgoers - those rocks can get
incredibly slippery.  Also, I feel for the folks that live along the lakefront.  I wouldn't want
multiple trespassers on my lawn every day...or ever.  (Especially with COVID and the current
political tensions.)
Approving the Kochman's request seems like the right thing to do for our community.
Thank you for your time,
Erin Schael
921 Oakwood Ave
Wilmette
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From: yuri aronov
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: Kochman"s 1174 Michigan case
Date: Sunday, October 4, 2020 11:44:28 AM

We are long time Wilmette residents who live at 925 Manor Drive. We have been
at the Kochmans’ beach house and are aware of their current situation which has
been caused by rising lake levels. We believe they should be able to fence their
property as they have requested to protect themselves from trespassers. We also
believe that the public will benefit from the fence the Kochmans are requesting as
it will promote public safety. It is notable that, now that Langdon beach no longer
exists, once people have climbed the Kochmans’ revetment they can’t walk much
further north, so they are endangering themselves for no reason.
Sincerely, Olga and Yuri Aronov.
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From: Brandy Jones Lawrence
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: In Reference to the Fence Zoning Request at 1174 Michigan Avenue
Date: Sunday, October 4, 2020 12:46:03 PM

Ms. Roberts and the Village of Wilmette Zoning Board -

My name is Brandy Lawrence and I would like to submit my support for the fence
zoning request submitted by my fellow Wilmette residents and friends Cary and Tara
Kochman at 1174 Michigan Avenue. 

As a resident of Wilmette I feel it is critical that our beaches are kept as safe as
possible and that we continue to be able to keep our homes and property safe and
free from unwanted intruders. My fellow Wilmette residents, the Kochmans,  have
not enjoyed that right since the beach has  receded to such a high degree behind
their property that beach goers have started to consistently and aggressive trespass
on their property to travel along the beach putting themselves in great danger and
violating the Kochmans’ right to enjoy their private property without intruders, not to
mention opening them up to significant liability due to the amount of danger
involved with beach goers climbing on the slick revetment on their property. 

In the absence of an environmental solution to this dilemma in the form of the lake
receding and the beach reappearing, the Kochmans should be permitted to protect
their home and privacy by building a fence to prevent further exposure from beach
going trespassers.

Thank you.

Brandy J. Lawrence 
3120 Nina Ave.
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From: Buddy OBrien
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: Tara and Cary Kochman Variance
Date: Sunday, October 4, 2020 1:37:11 PM

We are writing to you in support of the variance presented to the
board by Tara and Cary Kochman.

Tara and Cary are incredible people who have greatly contributed
to making Wilmette such a wonderful place to live and raise a
family.  They are well respected within the community and have
a wonderful family.

It’s unfortunate what nature has done to their property.  We
strongly feel they should be given approval for their fence plan.
 In doing so, the public will be kept safe and the Kochman’s will
be afforded the security they deserve.

We appreciate your attention to this matter and the board
 approving their application.

Best Regards,

Buddy and Barb O’Brien
2000 Thornwood Ave
Wilmette, Illinois 60091
312-914-3804
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From: Elissa Morgante
To: Roberts, Lisa
Cc: Fred Wilson; Adler, John
Subject: ZBA Kochman
Date: Sunday, October 4, 2020 2:15:23 PM
Attachments: 3921BC63-BA08-4E9F-A11B-44FB7EBEB335.heic

9216157B-AEBE-4948-B182-A48DBEB33854.heic

Hi Lisa,
Fred and I walked down through Elmwood yesterday to better understand the work on the south
side of Kochman. Attached are some photos of the property down the beach from them showing
how those homeowners included steps in their revetment work.  The homeowners were down at
the beach when we were walking there so we chatted with them. They said they too used a repair
permit to rebuild what was there in the 80’s but added the stairs to allow the beach walkers. They
too put a fence in but the fence is at the end of their property not out into the lake, (not on the
revetment work they repaired)…hence they have protected their property from further damage
from the lake and “intruders”  and allowed the rest of the community to enjoy walking the beach.
This is a much more neighborly and respectful solution to the issues that are plaguing and presented
in the Kochman variation request, and they can definitely  achieve this option. The photo attached
that starts with 592DA4F5 shows the fence, on the right of the photo, that separates their private
area from the revetment.
Is it possible to add this to our submission?
Elissa
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From: Elissa Morgante
To: Roberts, Lisa
Cc: Fred Wilson; Adler, John
Subject: Re: ZBA Kochman
Date: Sunday, October 4, 2020 9:00:57 PM

Lisa, 
I just wanted to clarify that the address of the home with the rock revetment and stairs for
beach walkers is 1132 Michigan and the homeowner we spoke with was Lisa Rees.
Thank you, 
Elissa

MORGANTE·WILSON ARCHITECTS, LTD.
ARCHITECTURE·INTERIOR DESIGN·URBAN PLANNING

Elissa Morgante, AIA

2834 CENTRAL STREET, EVANSTON, IL  60201
TEL.  847.332.1001      FAX.  847.332.2388

eamorgante@morgantewilson.com

On Oct 4, 2020, at 2:14 PM, Elissa Morgante
<eamorgante@morgantewilson.com> wrote:

Hi Lisa, 
Fred and I walked down through Elmwood yesterday to better understand the work on
the south side of Kochman. Attached are some photos of the property down the beach
from them showing how those homeowners included steps in their revetment work. 
The homeowners were down at the beach when we were walking there so we chatted
with them. They said they too used a repair permit to rebuild what was there in the
80’s but added the stairs to allow the beach walkers. They too put a fence in but the
fence is at the end of their property not out into the lake, (not on the revetment work
they repaired)…hence they have protected their property from further damage from
the lake and “intruders”  and allowed the rest of the community to enjoy walking the
beach. This is a much more neighborly and respectful solution to the issues that are
plaguing and presented in the Kochman variation request, and they can definitely 
achieve this option. The photo attached that starts with 592DA4F5 shows the fence, on
the right of the photo, that separates their private area from the revetment.
Is it possible to add this to our submission?
Elissa

<3921BC63-BA08-4E9F-A11B-44FB7EBEB335.heic><9216157B-AEBE-4948-
B182-A48DBEB33854.heic><592DA4F5-2794-456C-9586-
7CB7D677F0DA_1_201_a.jpeg>
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From: John Tough
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: Protecting private property, avoiding injury on Lake Michigan beachfront
Date: Sunday, October 4, 2020 2:27:30 PM

To whom it may concern:

As a local resident with young children, my family uses the Wimette public beaches
frequently. It is unfortunate that the current water levels are so high. On recent strolls I
witnessed beachwalkers trespassing onto the properties of the lakefront owners. The
beachgoers were climbing revetments in what I can only describe as a reckless manor. The
burden to have homeowners have to police their own property line and stop trespassers from
injury is not the job of a homeowner. Therefore, I am supportive of interim fences as I believe
this is the best way to protect the public and protect the long-term availability of our beaches
to the general public.

Best,

John Tough
826 Greenwood Avenue
Wilmette, IL

-- 
John J Tough
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From: Adam Paul
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: Kochman zoning request
Date: Sunday, October 4, 2020 5:41:37 PM

All - after hearing from the Kochmans, reviewing the documents submitted and understanding the background/facts
I would like the board to know that the Kochmans have my support as a homeowner in Wilmette and I see no reason
why the request should not be approved. In fact, a failure to approve would seem to be against the public interest
and the safety of the Kochmans specifically and the safety and well-being of Wilmette citizens generally.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or would like to discuss this further.

Adam Paul
adamcpaul@gmail.com
+1 (312) 330-5587

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Mary Schmick
To: Roberts, Lisa; Roberts, Lisa
Subject: Request for Fence Variation at 1174 Michigan Ave.
Date: Sunday, October 4, 2020 8:46:04 PM

To whom it may concern,

Regarding the 1174 Michigan Ave. Application for Fence Variation at the ZBA Meeting Oct. 7, 2020.

I was raised a block away from the property in question. As a child in the 1930's and 1940's, my family and I spent
most of our summers playing up and down the beach. As an adult, I retired a few blocks away from the property and
have committed myself to the preservation of the Elmwood Beach and Gillson Park areas.

The stone construction and request for a fence variance are both abnormal and inconsistent with the precedence set
by Wilmette for the last 85 years of Wilmette's precedence. I'm stunned by the magnitude of the stone revetment and
absolutely against any variants that could impede free access up and down the Wilmette beach.

Mary Schmick
903 Westerfield Dr.
Wilmette, IL 60091
(847) 251-1050
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From: Mindy
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: Kochman Property-1174 Michigan Avenue
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 6:54:39 AM

Ms. Roberts,

I wanted to express my support of the fence being recommended by Cary and Tara Kochman at 1174 Michigan
Avenue.  The Kochmans repaired a decades old, pre-existing stone revetment and restored a concrete seawall as a
protection from rising waters on Lake Michigan.   Unfortunately, many people are risking injury by climbing over
the revetment, which is made up of slippery and uneven rocks.  Others are walking onto the Kochmans private
property.    A fence will enable the Kochmans to protect their property and, most importantly, ensure that no one is
injured by preventing people from climbing on the revetment.  As a Wilmette resident, I have walked the beach
many times and it is stunningly beautiful.   The rising lake waters have resulted in many changes to the beach and
the protection of those enjoying the lake is paramount.   Climbing on rocks anywhere along the lake is problematic,
as it presents the possibility of injury.  

Please accept this note as an endorsement of the Kochmans request.

Thank you.

Mindy Chychlyk
613 Central Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091

Sent from my iPad
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From: Daisy Hatsis
To: Roberts, Lisa
Cc: Chuck Hatsis
Subject: 1174 Michigan Avenue
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 9:43:28 AM

To The Zoning Board of Appeals:

We are writing in support of the Kochman's request to build a fence.

A source of relaxation has evolved into a stressful and dangerous situation on our beach front
especially for responsible homeowners such as the Kochmans. 

The relationship between this property, the property owners, and the public walking along the
beach has never been called into question or contentious in over 15 years of homeownership.
This request is due to the erosive properties of a rising lakefront. 

Looking at the dangerously high water levels, the revetment wall, and the public's safety, we
fully support and encourage the approval of the proposed fence. This will ensure the safety of
those that make the reckless choice to climb a slippery rock wall and protect and respect the
homeowners right to safety and privacy.

Thank you, 
Daisy and Charles Hatsis
1111 Sheridan Road
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From: patrick clarke
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: zoning
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 11:45:37 AM

To whom it may concern:

Please accept this e-mail in support of the fence plans for The Kochman residence which is documented starting page 82 of the zoning agenda.  

My wife and I have resided in Wilmette for 24 years. Having known the Kochmans for as long, we have been fortunate to have been guests at their
current house on quite a few occasions. We have also seen the encroachment of the water and subsequent erosion to the shoreline. Also, I am aware
of their personal attempts to abate the water, yet as we have come to know and for the most part, water will go wherever it wants. My parents went
through the same predicament many years ago, and faced the same situation mandating owner attempts to slow the effects of the water, yet at the
same time ensure safety and privacy of the property which are onus and not without liability.

For this reason and for the reasons explained by the Kochman's submittal to the zoning board, I am in favor of their plans to establish a fence for their
property to help with all issues from trespassing, public safety and liability, to the water level issues and effects of lake Michigan.

Very truly yours,

Patrick and Katie Clarke
Wilmette, Illinois 60091
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From: Danielle C Boersma
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: Kochman Residence/Wilmette zoning board
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 11:56:05 AM

Our family moved to Wilmette 20 years ago in October and we are currently living in our second home here. We
have known the Kochman family for many of these years since moving to Wilmette. We are aware of the situation
along the lakefront that has been caused by rising lake levels and we are specifically aware of the issues at the
Kochman home. We are reaching out in support of their application for a fence variance. All residents should be
able to protect their property and family from trespassers. The fence that the Kochman’s want to build will protect
them as well as prevent potentially serious injuries.
Sincerely,
Doug & Danielle Boersma

Sent from Danielle’s iPad
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From: Bill
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: Support for requested fence zoning variance at 1174 Michigan Ave
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 12:00:05 PM

Dear Ms Roberts,

My wife and I are writing this email in support of Cary and Tara Kochman’s request for a 
fence variance to maintain the  safety of their home and the health of their family at 1174 
Michigan Ave. They will be appearing before the zoning Board of Appeals this week. Please 
make sure this email is part of the deliberations.

We have resided in Wilmette for 45 years. The last 37 years we have lived at 751 Michigan 
Ave across from Gillson park. We and our daughters have kept a Hobie cat on the sailing 
beach for 44 years. Thus we have been firsthand witnesses to the vagaries of life along our 
beautiful Wilmette lakefront. 

From time to time over the last 45 years we have seen the lake level vary between dramatic 
lows and equally impressive high water levels. The lake is now at historic high levels 
effectively eliminating walkable beach yet people continue to try to traverse the entire length 
of the beach putting themselves at risk for injury while climbing over previously installed 
metal revetments. We have walked along the beach recently and witnessed people climbing 
the revetments and trespassing on private property. Not only is this a risk to the security of the 
homeowners but also to their health. 

Why a risk to their health? One word, Covid-19. This summer the Park District was forced to 
install fencing along the length of the South beach at Gillson Park due to the refusal of visitors 
to obey the no swimming regulation and  guidelines for masks and social distancing. As a 
beach lifeguard, our grandson was put at considerable risk for contracting Covid while trying 
to enforce the Park District rules. Visitors rarely wore masks, congregated where they pleased 
and generally were unruly. Once the fence was constructed, thereby limiting access, the 
situation for our grandson and other beach staff was dramatically relieved. Everyone could 
then enjoy a walk on the beach in a controlled fashion. When the pandemic recedes, if not 
before then, the Park District is committed to removing the fence.

People traversing the beach now come on to the Kochman’s property unmasked and 
sometimes confrontational. Also gatherings of teens on/near the revetment can certainly be 
occasions for spread of the virus. Short term the requested fencing variation will prevent this. 
Cary and Tara will not have to confront uninvited, unmasked beach walkers nor disperse their 
gatherings. Once the lake level is lower and there is again walkable beach, the Kochmans have 
committed to removing the fence, like the Park District.

These are unusual and difficult times requiring clear thinking and flexibility to insure that we 
all remain well. Thank you for considering our remarks concerning the health and safety of the 
Kochmans.

Sincerely,

William J Arnold, MD  FACP, MACR
Celia M Arnold
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751 Michigan Ave 



From: Darrell Graham
To: Roberts, Lisa
Cc: Monica Creighton
Subject: 1174 Michigan Avenue, Wilmette--Kochman Request for Fencing Variance
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 12:37:48 PM

Dear Ms. Roberts:

My wife (Monica Creighton) and I are writing in support of the Kochmans’ request for a fencing
variance for several reasons. First, I am very familiar with the erosion issues facing the Kochmans.
Residents need to take reasonable steps to protect their property from both erosion and reckless
behavior. The Kochmans are seeking a reasonable accommodation at a time when the lake is
unusually high; an accommodation that will protect both their property and help ensure the safety
of the public.

Second, I am a former Park District Commissioner and the Kochmans have always been good
stewards of the lakefront around Langdon Park. Specifically, they have been instrumental in using
native grasses to preserve and beautify the dunes and the beach. They have not made this request in
haste or with a disregard of the beauty of the lakefront. They have made the request after extensive
deliberation out of necessity.

We hope that the Village will approve the request.

Sincerely,

Darrell J. Graham & Monica Creighton

530 Laurel Ave.
Wilmette, IL
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From: Scott M
To: Roberts, Lisa; Roberts, Lisa
Subject: 1174 Michigan Ave. Application for Fence Variation, ZBA Meeting Oct. 7, 2020.
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 1:06:22 PM

ZBA Committee, 

As a resident of Wilmette who was raised in Winnetka, I have come to cherish the access
provided by the public right of way along the Wilmette beaches. I frequently walk and run
along the beach to and from Gillson, and have done so for years. 

Since the Lake levels change frequently, any permanent structures near the water will interfere
with the public right of way. I am against the requested variance for a fence that would
obviously impede the public easement along the beach. I have no idea how the stone
revetment was allowed and I am against such construction at the cost of the public good.

Thank you for your consideration, 
Scott Madlener
903 Westerfield Dr.
Wilmette, IL 60091
312-533-0105
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From: Seth Martin
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: 1174 Michigan Ave Zoning Application
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 2:18:25 PM

Lisa

I hope this email finds you well.  I am writing this email in support of the Kochman’s zoning variance
request.  While any issue related to the lakefront is very sensitive within our community I view this
request as reasonable due to the following:

1. The rising lake level is beyond anyone’s control and this request is due to what is hopefully a
temporary moment in time (for the past 30 years there was a significant amount of beach
between the buried seawall and the lake edge) .  I would also hope that the community would
have a little sympathy and appreciate the stress that the rising lake levels are having on the
Kochman’s as they work (and spend significant money) to protect their property and their
home.

2. There is a real concern for public safety from people climbing on the rocks.  By definition the
rocks are going to be wet and not easy to climb.  It just seems like an accident waiting to
happen especially at a time when there has been a significant increase in deaths from
drowning in Lake Michigan.  I also do not see this request as being that different from the
fencing the Park District wisely put up at Langdon to keep people off the dangerous rocks at
the base of the bluff.  If this fence is not approved should the Park District fencing be
removed?  Frankly I think the Park District did the right thing.

3. Finally, every Wilmette resident should be able to feel safe and secure in their own homes.  As
detailed in the Kochman’s request, there is a real issue with trespassing that this fence is
working to address.  This is effectively a fence at the rear property line and is similar to any
fence at the back of a typical Wilmette home on an alley that is there for security reasons.

Thank you for your consideration.

Kind regards

Seth Martin
1000 Michigan Ave
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From: piper rothschild
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: oppose fence variation for 1174 Michigan Ave
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 2:34:21 PM

Dear Ms. Roberts and Zoning Board of Appeals:

I oppose the application for a fence height variation submitted by the owners of 1174 Michigan Ave.

As other opponents have aptly stated, the proposed 6.5’ fence would be unsightly, displeasing to the eye, thereby
adversely affecting the natural beauty of the shoreline and lake. The petitioners’ hardship is neither unique, nor was
unknowable when they purchased the property. Better alternatives exist to protect their property without negatively
impacting the public’s right to use and enjoy the beach. As with the many beach houses built along the lake in the
last few decades, granting this variation will likely start an unnecessary, ugly trend of fencing all along the lake that
would change the character of the shoreline. I can’t imagine that many residents would favor such a trend.

Please work with the petitioners’ to find a better, less publicly intrusive solution to protect the public’s rightful
access to the shoreline for walking, recreation, and enjoyment.

Thank you for serving on the Zoning Board and your careful attention to this and all other matters that come before
the Board.

Sincerely,

Piper Rothschild
1046 Elmwood Ave
Wilmette, IL 60091
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From: Theiss, Paul W.
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: Cary and Tara Kochman -- 1174 Michigan Avenue
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 4:38:19 PM

Dear Ms. Roberts,

First of all, thank you for serving our community in the way that you are.  As a long-time Wilmette resident, I
know that the reasons for our satisfaction with living in Wilmette has many roots, including in the service of
those with stewardship over the Village.

I am writing in support of the pending application of my friends and colleagues, Cary and Tara Kochman, to
secure permission for the building of a fence to stem the steady flow of trespassers across their property.

Although I am a lawyer, I am not writing to delve into the various legal and policy arguments involved in this
application, other than to say that (i) this situation is a unique one I would imagine, brought about by the rapidly
rising level of Lake Michigan, and (ii) I’m sure one of the principal goals of your board is to allow our fellow
Wilmette residents to enjoy the safety, security and privacy of having the privilege of living in Wilmette.  Rather, I
am writing to weigh in on the Kochmans, as their longtime friend and former Wilmette neighbor.  In that
regard, I am absolutely certain that the Kochmans feel the need to erect a fence principally for their own safety
and privacy, and that of their family.  The Kochmans are open and friendly neighbors, and the last ones who
would want to “build fences” if it were not necessary.  Their situation is a very difficult one, with strangers
constantly walking through their yard at a very close distance to their residence.  I would urge you to agree that
the Kochmans’ situation is untenable, and that no Village resident should have to live with this situation.

There’s a reason why trespassing isn’t permitted, and it’s precisely for the reason discussed; except in this case,
24/7 enforcement of the Kochmans’ rights as Wilmette residents isn’t practicable or in anyone’s interest.  And so
the next best thing, I believe, should be to allow the Kochmans to build a fence to protect their rights as
homeowners.

Thanks for listening.

With best regards,

Paul W. Theiss
1046 Seneca Rd.
Wilmette

__________________________________________________________________________ 
This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system
manager. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-
mail.

Mayer Brown is a global services provider comprising an association of legal practices that are
separate entities, including Mayer Brown LLP (Illinois, USA), Mayer Brown International LLP
(England), Mayer Brown (a Hong Kong partnership) and Tauil & Chequer Advogados (a Brazilian
partnership).

Information about how we handle personal information is available in our Privacy Notice.
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From: Leonore Lee
To: Roberts, Lisa
Subject: Village of Wilmette Zoning Board of Appeals - Case 2020 -Z-31
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 10:35:01 PM

To: Village of Wilmette Zoning Board of Appeals
Re: Case 2020 -Z -31, 1174 Michigan Ave

I am a long time Wilmette resident. I am aware of the current situation at the Kochmans' home at 1174
Michigan Avenue. It is a shame that, having gone to such great measures to protect their home and
stabilize the beach, they are constantly faced with people trespassing on their property. Nobody should
have to be confronted with strangers walking within steps of their home on a regular basis, especially
when those strangers can sometimes be outwardly hostile. They should also not have to be in fear that
someone may be injured on their property. I fully support the Kochmans' proposed plan to fence their
property to prevent trespassing and protect the public from injury.

Thank you,
Leonore Lee
925 13th St, Wilmette, IL 60091

2.54

mailto:geoleolee@gmail.com
mailto:robertsl@wilmette.com

	2020-Z-31 - 1174 Michigan - add corr 1
	Wilmette, Illinois 60091-0040

	1174 Michigan docs-e version add corr 2.33-2.54
	1174 Michigan docs-e version add corr 2.33-2.54
	2.33 Meyer Kochman Zoning Appeal this Tuesday
	2.34 Chookaszian 1174 Michigan Zoning Appeal
	2.35 Schael 2020-Z-31_ 1174 Michigan Avenue
	2.36 Aronov Kochman's 1174 Michigan case
	2.37 Lawrence In Reference to the Fence Zoning Request at 1174 Michigan Avenue
	2.38 OBrien Tara and Cary Kochman Variance
	2.39 1 MW 2 ZBA Kochman
	2.39 2 MW 2a592DA4F5-2794-456C-9586-7CB7D677F0DA_1_201_a
	2.39 5 MW 2d Re_ ZBA Kochman
	2.40 Tough Protecting private property, avoiding injury on Lake Michigan beachfront
	2.41 Paul Kochman zoning request
	2.42 Schmick Request for Fence Variation at 1174 Michigan Ave.
	2.43 Chylyk Kochman Property-1174 Michigan Avenue
	2.44 Hatsis 1174 Michigan Avenue
	2.45 Clarke zoning
	2.46 Boersma Kochman Residence_Wilmette zoning board
	2.47 Arnold Support for requested fence zoning variance at 1174 Michigan Ave
	2.48 Graham Creighton 1174 Michigan Avenue, Wilmette--Kochman Request for Fencing Variance
	2.49 Madlener 1174 Michigan Ave. Application for Fence Variation, ZBA Meeting Oct. 7, 2020.
	2.50 Martin 1174 Michigan Ave Zoning Application
	2.51 Rothschild oppose fence variation for 1174 Michigan Ave
	2.52 Theiss Cary and Tara Kochman -- 1174 Michigan Avenue
	2.53 Kuker Kochman letter 2020-10-05
	2.54 Lee Village of Wilmette Zoning Board of Appeals - Case 2020 -Z-31

	2.39 3 MW additional photos




